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EOQRWARD

At the request of Synod's publishing house the undersigned has permitted
the publication of the followirg Lenten sermons, which at first were intended
for the edification of my own congregation. They are an explanation of the
Lenten story as the events followed one upon the other, It is self-understood
that the old treasures of our Church, such as the explanations of Luther, Ger-
hard, and others, were uged. It is in explaining thc Lenten story that one can
easily fall into the danger of explaining too much and interpreting the individ-
ual events of Christ's suffering in a very onc-siled way. Then the explanation
caslly degenerates into play and does not attain tliec earnestness of the holy
story. The thoughts are scattered and one loses sipght of the whole atory and
the chicf point, The author exerted at least a little effort to avoid this dan-
ger and to draw out the thoughts wihich were indicated in the text itself and the
parallel passages, summarize them in a theme, ond apply them to conditions in
the church and the needs of the present time. MNay all who read the following
Lenten meditations find in all the One Person to whom all Scripture points and
also whom all explanations of Scripture have in view, the Crucified, who of God
1s made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.

- - = G, Stoeckhardt

INTRODUCTION

G. Stoeckhardt has a verr specilal style, a style which iz his alone. At
first reading it seems clumsy and awkward indeed but upon reading one's way into
it, one will see how skilfully the author used the thoughts contained in the

text itself, and the style vanishes into the background,

I believe that you will receive the most benefit for your sermon prepara-
tion, if you would outline that portion of the sermon which you intend to use.
You will find that the main divisions under the chief parts are placed in sepa-
rate paragraphs, and sometimes in Germen they are very long. The translator
tried to indicate the sub-thoughts by starting a new paragraph. The double
spaces between paragraphs show where Stoeckhardt began his paragraphs; the
single spaces where the translator tried to indicate the beginning of a new
thought within the original paragraph. I say, "tried", because at times it wza
very difficult to know exactly where to start a new one,

May the Holy Spirit grant you His wisdom in using the work of one of the
great leaders of our Lutheran Church in America to the edification of your
congregation,

~ ~ « The Translator
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fst SERMON

Luke 22:39; John 18:1 : : .

Matthew 26:30-35; Mark 14:26-31;

‘ The Paseion atory is the best Lenten sermon. The entire Gospel 1
sermon about the crucified Christ, the Word of Reconciliation, Especiall shﬂ
history of the suffering and death of Jasus Chrisc, as the Holy Spirje inz’i 3
the evangelists to write it, is the great word of reconciliation, the hearz ;Ed
center, as it were, of the Gospel. It 1s a great, holy story. Apg they are "
great, earnest, powerful, and yet‘ﬂﬁ'the‘same time most comforting words which
report this story. These words, clear and intelligible of themselves, pierce
heart and conscience. Whoever af;er invokins the HOlylSpirit holds tﬁem before
his eyes and his soul, receives and enjoys the fruit of the Passion of Chrisg, -
Nevertheless, because these words are so great, so rich and deep, we with fuli
right also make them the subject of prea0hing.aqd teaching. Yet we will really
profit from such an exposition only if we take a good look at each Statement of
the evangelists and probe for its meaning. 8o, §1°W1Y. Step by step, we will
follow the path of suffering of our Lord and Savior as indicated in the Passion

story.

o We want to scrutinlze each step of the way of suffering, each para-
graph of the Passion story. Every Christian sermon, hence aldo the Lenter
sermon, is a penitential sermon first of all. How great and serious our siys
are we want to learn from this suffering. Each new glance toward the cross of

Christ awakens in us the sigh:

I caused Thy grief and sighing
By evils multiplying =
" As countless as the sands. ,
I caused Thy woes unnumbered ~
With which Thy soul 15 cumbered
~ Thy sorrows raised by wicked hands. (171,4)

ry Christian sermon, hence also the Lenten sermon and story, is above all

Evé ar L
Gospel, the announcement of Ged's grace. The word concerning the suffering and"
death of Jesus Christ 1s the most glorious sermon for faith and the most certain

for absolution. We therefor say and sing:

Lord Jesus, we glve thanks to Thee

That Thou hast died to set us free; :

Made ripghteous through Thy precious blood;
* We now are reconciled to God. S

Furthermore, everything which we hear about the crucified Christ, as an esrnest
admonition and a reminder for sanctification, We therefore sing and pray:
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1'11l on the cross unite me
To fhee, what doth delight me
1'1ll there renounce for aye.
Whate'er Thy Spirit's grieving
There 1'11 for aye be leaving
As much as in my strength doth lay. (171,15)

We wish to study from it how we should love those who sorely trouble us by their
molicious deeds, Finally, the Lenten sermon is a sermon of comfort. The cross
of Christ gives us comfort, power, and refreshment in our own suffering. We
implore the Crucified:

Whate'er may be the burden
The cross here an me laid'
~ Be shame or want my guerdon =
I'11 bear it uith Thine aid;
. Give pntience, glve me strength to take
. | Thee for my bright example,
T And all the world forsake.‘

Christ'blcross, blood, and dthh<iq:the most foicuciouo comfort at deqth.

o
P

Thy grounings and Thy aighings,
Thy bitter tenrs and’ dying

With which Thou went opprest
They shall, when life is ending,
Be guiding ‘anid ‘attending

My way to Thine eternal resat.

May the Holy Spirit through the meditntion on Jesus' great passion work repent-
ance, faith, sanctificurion, love, ‘and patiénce ‘ond from 1t glve us wisdom, ‘
power, and comfort for our life, su’fering, and death't ff'

What we have sald in general about the Passion'Btory will be confirmed
lmmediately in the meditation of the first section. It reports how Christ by
crossing the Kidron began his greut pnsaion. ‘It, so to speak, contains the
introductory thoughts, vhich prepare us for the bitter suffering of Jesus, par-
ticularly for his ordeal in Gethsemane,’ 1ntroducing us to a proper knowledge
and appreclation, Of itgelf this crossing ‘of the Kidron wos not a part of his
pain and torment; the reason for the crossing, the 'imminence of what awaited
him in Gethsemune, the prospect of this first and all subsequent suffering made
this an extremely difficult croassing., It was the beginning of the way of suf-

fering, the gate through which the Lord entered upon the great road ‘to’ mﬂftyf'
dom. So let us now consider:

CROSSING THE KIDRON

and meditate onm,

I. How Jesus in'Crossing the Kidron Bepan His Suffering;

I1. How He Thereby Announced His Suffering to His Disciples;
I111. How the Disciples Faced the Suffering of the lord.

%

o . ) UL, o ‘
First, we will plcture to'durselves How Jesus' in Crossing the Kidron
Began His suffering,
It was an earnest, meaningful crossing. Even before we hear his in-
tention from the Lord's own mouth, we can ascertain its meaning from what we are
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told about the point of departure, the goal of this crossing, and.the place of
the crossing:. "Jesus went forth," he left the room in which he had celebrated
the last Passover and the first communion with his disciples, For the last time
he in humiliation ate and drank with poor sinners, for the last time as Master
and Rabbi he entertained his disciples and sang prailses with them. That doxolo-
d the blessed period of which Peter wrote later, ""He went about doing.
good," He began a ncw one. Upon his doing followed his suffering., Henceforth
he would not again drink of the fruit of the vine in the old way; now only gall
to eat and vinegar to drink remained for him upon earth,  Now he wished to suf-
fer and diec for poor sinners. o Co o o

He loft Jerusalem. There his arrest- could easily have created an up~
roar. He could have casily aroused the people in his behalf who just a few days
before had sung hosannas to him. However, he 'did not wish to die a national . .
horo on an honorable battlefield fighting for freedom. He sought not the honor.
of a martyr: Even in death he pleased not himself. For poor sinners he would .
die. He intended only thelr rescuc. ' Therefore he crossed at that peaceful '
place, the Mount of Olives, where his enemies could arrest him secretly then .
"railrond him through the courts,” and do away -with him as a criminal,, Willing-
ly, according to his own purpose, he went to meet his suffering, went directly
to his goal, to the place where Judas could find him. o

He had just celebrated the Passover. - At:the first Passover the child-
ren of Israel were earnestly enjoined not to leave ‘the room where they. ate.the.:
lamb, lest the angel of death who controlled the cutside would kill them. ' The
blood on the door protected their houses. But Jesus.left the room. .Courageously
he ‘went to meet the angel of death to be killed by him.. "A Lamb.goes forth,.
goes patient on, grows weak and foint, to slaughter led without complaint...and
gaith 'Willing all this 1 suffer.'" ‘ o . L '

o "It was a difficult crossing, yet the Lord entered upon it gladly and
willingly; yes, couragelously 2nd joyfully he went to face his suffering and
death, "when they had sung an hymn." The great’hallelujah which he sang witi:
his disciples still echoes. le closed that last Passover meal with special-
praise and thanks because he had already distributed the fruits of his suffering
and death, his body, his blood, the forgiveness of sins. He had anticipated
success in dying. He had no doubts as to the outcome of hils passion. This way
of pain served to redeem the world, to reconcile man with God, Yes, through the
bitter passion of Jesus Christ, through his voluntary sacrifice we are redeemed.
Therefore, together with our Lenten hymns, doleful songs, and sighs of repent-
ance we sing a hymn of praise, silent hymn of praise. S

' "And his disciples also followed him.” They also should taste the -

cup of suffering. They had recelved much good from the Lord, now they should -
also receive evil from his hand.. We also must go out with Jesus to suffer .and
die with him, This 1s the most necessary result of his redemption, for which we
thank him, that we carry his cross here. The Lord has often comforted uas, as he
did his disciples at the passover meal, refreshed us with his .Word and Sacrament,
led us to green pastures and to living waters. Hence we must also follow him
into the dark valley of the Kidron. By that crossing Christ has earned salva-
tion for us. However, 1f we want to reign with him we must suffer with him...
Consequently, we will gladly follow him into suffering; he leads on, he has .
won the battle with the angel of death, he has slain the murderer; now death’
and, the devil have no more power over usi, With ringing hallelujahs we go even

into ‘suffering and death as to a wedding. .

gy close

. Jesus went out of Jerusalem with his disciples from the passover meal
‘Wgver the brook Kidron:" ' Kidron means 'the black river:'" Its waters were dark.
The water which was used for purification and washings and the blood of the sac-
rificial anipals”emptied into it. One could easily: ford it, though at times its
waters surged. The canyon 'through which it flowed was deep, dark,. steep, and
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coverad with gloomy grees and bgush. Into ghis dark valley Jesus descended;
over the black brook he crossed.. Ign't. thig aignificant? He now entered the
dark valley ‘of death and plunged into the; waves of suffer:

P - This crossing.of Devid's Son was similar to that of the firat David,
2 Sam 15:16f£f.. When David heard of the inaurrection of his aon AhaelOm, he left
Jerusalem, -descended Zion, and went on foot with his whole houae over the brook
Kidron. The whole country wept lpudly and all the people accompanied him. " The
sorrow which drove the first and second David over the Kidron was similar. " Is-
rael had forsaken' the king:i whom God had enthroned.ip Zion. A truated friend,
who ate the king’s bread, played the traitor; then Ahithophel, now Judaa Is=-
carint, David let himself he:cursed and atoned by Shimei Christ expoead him-
self to the curses and blows of, the Jews apd ruler. and finally let. himaelf be
hung ‘onthe. accursed tree. . Now, as then.‘q patient Lamh goes. forth and opens
not his mouth. . Yat. there .is.a.-great. difference hetween the Kidron croaaing of
the first and second David. .The second David was David'e son and David's Lord,
GCod's Son. David was being punished for hig own sin. David's gon and Lord took
upon himself the sine of others, the sins of the whole. world, . Only of the sec-
‘ond David .can we eay,,"A Eamb aoae uncomplaining forth the guilt of a11 men h
bearing." :

The water uaed for purificanion and the blood of aacrificial animaIl.

- which prefiguratively clesnsed the people from thetp sins, emptied into the '
Brook Widron: Here in the Kidrom valley the pious Jewish kings, Hezekiah and
Josiah burnt the idols with .which lsrael bad sinmed, and, etrewed the ashee in"
-the ‘st¥eam. -When Jesus:cyossed this brook, he, as it were, took the aina, aleo
the. tdolatry of ‘the people;.the sins of the whole world upon his back. Laden
with. the. sins .of the :world; the:Lamb. of:God. climbed out of the Brook Kidron,
Even at his baptism when he went out of the Jordan he, as it were, enatched up’
the sfne which.the penitent people.laid down there.. Even then it was said of
tim, ""Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the worid " Now he
wanted to atone for those sins which lay on'him. We therefore repeat with .even
g'eeter earnestness and emphasis, '"Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the
sins of the world." Now be plunges into the waves of sin end punisbmént, iato
the billows of wrath apnd.must soon. complain with the Paalmiat,~"The watera are
come in unto:my soul."  Ps. 69:1, -

" s.- ! However, he won, As a champjon he drank of the brook in ‘the way ‘and’
liftad up his: head. Ps 110:7..  The Xidron Valley, or, aa it ia also called “the
Valley of Jehoshaphat, was a valley of praise and vigtory., There the’ good King
Jehoshaphat won a glorioue victory ovar: Iarapl'e foes. Ihe victory which’ Jeeua
wrasted there in':the Kidrpn, 1n Gethsemans over our foea, sin, death, devil;"
and thell, 1is: 8 much greater, a more precious and wondarful one. He fulfilled
what he prophecied through :Joel, "I will algo gather all nations, and will '

- bring -them down into the valley of Jehoahaphat and will plead with them thera
for my peopls:.and for my: heritege Israel.' Joel 3:2. , '
- - For ue, for hie people's asake he atrusslad and. won the victory. Hance-
forth, when we muat go through the -dark, valley we fear no evil To be sure, we
hear 'the streams of Belial xoar, as it sometimes here, aometimea there, foame
through a canyon, yet we do not- become afraid. Even if the water become deep,
thréatening our life, we kpow:i. the ating, the wrath ig. removed from pain and”
deaths Chriet.carried that wrath for us. . These enemiea, ain. death, and the )
devil; are vanquished by the mighty Champion, David's Lord, God's dén. We aldo
drink of the brook in the way and 1ifg§ up our head and suffer ‘and fight - and win.
At the exit of the dark valley is a garden full of scented trees, God's garden.

o SRS "Iha Mount of Olivea,“ the garden on. the Hount of Olivee was the goal
df this: croseing. :There Jesus had often.'as he was woqt" prayed in the ‘still of
"~ hight,: Agadn ha:gought.this peaceful, dark closet.. In ardent prayer he now
armed. himself:.for his suffering.  Oh that we wquld nqver lose the practisg’ of
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private*prayer, especially not in days of trial. Otherwise we are lost, Here -
beneath the scented plive and fig trees the Lord must and wanted to begin his
great. passion. The, offering which Jesus ‘brought here was sweet incense to God.
He saw and accepted it. Jesus' victorious battle on the Mount is soothing oil -
in wopnds which sin inflicted on us.’ Tender grace, ‘the gentleness of God flows
from the pain of Christ’ into our exhausted soul. The bride in the Soag 6f Solo-
mon sings, "My beloved is gOne down ‘fhto hts garden.: 6:2. Yes, now thé 1lovely
spring hgs come. . The Son of, Gpd wished to water the cursed earth with ‘his sweat,
blood, and tears. And we read "The' flover appear on the edrth; the time of
the singing of birds is come and the voice of the turtle dove is heard “in our
land. The fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the ‘tender -
grapes give a good smell." Song of Solomon 2:12.13. We also join in the song
of the bride. The suffering of Christ, the sermon from the ‘cross is for us a
savor of life unto life. Even' the sufferings of Christians send forth perfume
to God, are a fragrant balsam for the Church; the death of the holy are precious
before him, The Lord ascended to glory tnpheaven from the Hount of 0Olives,
Through this dark valley of Kidron the way leads to the mount of ascension.

.. Through suffering to glory. ’ -
ooy T
o what' this crossing,of the Kidron and all the suffering which followed
means, the Lord himself expressly states.’ Secondly,;let us ‘now consider how
during ghe crossing he makes his suffering known to his disciples. :
.. To be sure, Jesus often clearly’ ptOphesied to his disciples his suf-
fering .and 1its manner, the dérision and mockery, ‘thé scourging and bonds, cross:
and death, And since the disciples found it so diffiCUlt to ‘understand, he gl-:
ways"referred to the prophets of the 01d Covenant, who wrote of it} as proof:
that he did not by his own, pexrhaps mistaken choice entcr upon this difficult
way, not that something humain happened to him against ‘his will. "So also now,
even ‘when he was on ‘the point of fulfilling his own prophecies, the Lord reminds
them of the writings of the 01d Téstament, Long ago Zecharias proclaimed just
exactly vhat took place that night "Awake, O sword, against my "’ shepherd, and a-
gainst the man that is my'fellow, saith the Lord of hésts; smite the shepherd,
and the sheep shall be scattered." Zech 13:7. God himself wishes to smite the
Shepherd; he called.the sword down upon‘the man)who was his fellow, upon his
only,Son.

The way which God's Messlidh should take’ was not only ‘predicted by the
prophets, it was also 'decreed by God. ‘It was the counsél of God that Christ ‘must
thus suffer and die. 'On Pentecost Peter preathed in this way to the Jews, "Him
being delivered by the determinate counsel” apd foreknowledge of God, ye have
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified ‘and slain." ‘Acts 2:23. God'himself
accordipg to his eternal predetermined counsel surréndered his Son into the
hands of the Jews and sentiles.: HoweVer, aCcording to God's plan’ ‘and providence,
not only the sword’ of man smote Jebus. God himself watited to smite the Shepherd.
He smote him with his own sword, not with" ‘the sword of fatherly chastisement, but
with the sword of vengeance. God emptied the vials of his anger upon Jesus.
Alas,’ the sheep actually deserved that ‘We are all by naturé erring, rebellious
sheep.‘ We hate God and resist his pbwer. With out sins we have called down up-
on ourselves’ wrath, sword, &nd death, And the sword has fallen from' heaven, yet
instead of the sheep it- smote the Shepherd " "What punishment so strange is suf-
fered yonder! The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to wander:" (143,4) - The

vShepherd suffered for the sheep. From ‘now of’ we, the sheep are freed from the -
sword and wrath, from now on’ the sheep ‘have life.’ Eveh {f we are now and then "
chastised, 1t 1s the ¢hastisement of a Father who loves us in Christ, not the .
punishment and vrath of the Judge. ‘
This is the eternal counsél:of God"'through the death of the Shepherd
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he wished to bring back the rebellious lost sheep, win them again, and lead them
to life everlasting. Behind the devil's cunning and malice, behind Judss be=
trayal, behind. the murder by the Jews and gentiles operated this plan of God for
our salvation. Behind the scourging, bonds, ¢ross, and t01ture behind that’
which lies before our eyes, we see in faith’ the hidden hand ‘and’ plan of God. -
Jesus, the Good. Shepherd laid down his life for ‘the sheep, willingly died’ “for *
us, his will agreeing with the counsel and will of God, ' Thus we are truly re-
deemed By this gracious will ‘and amazing counsel we comfort ourselves when sin,
wrath, law, and consclence frighten us. The wrath which smote the Shepherd 1s -
fundamentally nothing but eternal mercy which surpasses all understanding,, it
1s the open, arms of the love of him who stoops to fallen sinners. ‘ ’

At the same time the Lord predicts what result the death of the Shep-*

herd would have on the flock. !And the sheep of the flock ‘shall be scattered
.abroad,” "Mt 26:31,. This the ‘prophet had predicted, ‘and thus it happened. The
disciples fled and forsook their Shepherd when he wasg taken prisoner This was -
‘mot just outward, natural fright. They - were offended at Jesus just ag the Lord

had predicted, "All ye shall be offended becaude of me this night.“ Mt 26 21,
They 'took offense at the

In that day they doubted whether Jesus was God's Messiah.
deep, disgraceful suffering of the Lord. 'We trusted that it had been he which
ghould have redeemed Israel." Lk 24:21. This hope had almost come to naught,
. With this word Jesus reprimands also us, Alas, so 1t has gone even
with many Christians' in time of persecution they” become . afraid and ‘flee. How
easily we let ourselves be . intimidated by cross and pain, by mockery and” deri-
sion. And, that is not’ merely weakness of the- body. No, the- soul- takes ‘offence .
Sometimes, it does not want to enter our minds, that we, ‘should bear the cross
after Christ and that those who are Christ ] must crucify the flesh with the af-

And now and then it happens “that the crucified Christ “him=

fections and lusts.
That sin 1s so bad, ‘50 hor ible,. that sin

self causes offense to. the Christian.,
brouEht the curse to, Christ and also brings the curse to ug if we do not yield

to the death of Christ that Chris 's bleod and righteousness overthrows all our

own righteousness, that flesh and Llood never can nor want to grasp. That plan

of God i3 .too high and. wonderful for us.. And’ we will go completely astray and
stumble at this divine foolishness, if the Good Shepherd himself did not hurry ,

to. qur rescue.,\:.- . ' o . , T o ‘;”.‘,‘,, ; -

o

"“That“he also does. He himself wishes to gather again "the" scattered
flock; he did it,. "But after I am risen again, I will go, before you into Galix _
" Mt 26 32, "If we wish to understand God's plan aright, we dare.not over-

lee..,

look: this, last .purpose of Jesus' passion. .According to God's counsel” Christ

must.. suffer andjdie and rise again and enter into his glory. Whenever he spoke

to his disciples concerning ‘the derision,‘spitting, scourging, and crucifixion, o
Not until .

he also added that the Son of man would rise again on the third day.

_the resurrection was the seal affixed to the plsn and work of God God* brought
from the dead the greet Shepherd of the sheep, and thereby confirmed that he
honors his” death, that the ransom is sufficient that he has accepted his ‘Bacri:
fice.: Christ died and’ is risen again. thus the® world is redeemed' “thus’ sins:'
are- fOISiVEn- . The- risen Lord immediately announced that to his’ frightened e
doubting disciples, "Peace ‘be, unto, you!" ' He assembles his scattered, flo¢k and

leads them. from Jerusalem, the’ den’ of assassins, to more protected Galilee. He .
fulfils the word with which Zechariah closed his prophecy of the sword of the

Lord, "And.1 will turn mine hand upon the little ones." Zech 13:7., And ‘after” o
he had thus confirmed his disciples, strengthened their faith and promised them
the comfort and ,power of the’ Holy,Ghost ‘he” sent’ them from that mountain in Gali-
lee into the, world that they. should bring other sheep which were not of his '

fold
‘So: the resurrected Lord deals. also with'us.: He‘helps’our weakness"and



1lst Sermon -7~

takes away offense. He opens our cyes through his Word, especially through such
passages as deal with his resurrection, glory, and majesty, so that we know him,
the Crucified and Resurrected, and understand the counsel of eternal love, and
praise Christ who "was .delivered for our offenses, and was raised again for our
justification." Rom 4:25. 'The Good Shepherd, who through his blood has won our
souls to himself, himself precedes us, leads us step by step upon life's way,and
especially when.we go through the dark valley, he takes us by the hand and final-
ly leads us through death to the resurrection, to eternal blessed life. Up
there where Christ now lives and reigns with his Father 1is our Galilee. We now
confidently want to follow him, and even 1f his word and his guidance sometimes
causes us to stumble, we raise ourselves up again through his Word. We want to
attract other sheep, who do not yet walk the true path, to strengthen and pro-
tect the weak and infirm next to us, and especially embrace the little lambs
that God's counsel be known upon earth and all lands be full of his honmor.

III.

We turn from the fulfilment of the prophecy to the words which the
lord spoke during the walk through the Kidron valley.. We wish to direct our at~-
tention briefly to: How the disciples met the suffering of their Lord, how
‘they considered that announcement of his suffering, with what conviction, with
what disposition they drew near the place of suffering. V

"Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men should be offended
because of thee, yet will I never be offended." Mt 26:33, That was not faith,
courage, confidence, Trat was presumption. Peter did not believe that warning
of the Lord; he considered impossible what the lord said of them; he did not
rely upon the Lord's power and strength, did not pray to him to guard him from
‘such an offense; no, he wanted to stand by himself and defy the temptation. kL~
trusted in his own power. He truly, heartily loved the Lord and supposed and
wanted to be honest with the assurance of his love and faithfulness; but that he
trusted so much in his own love and faithfulness, that was a great amount of
self-love. That was fleshly presumption. Such carnal security made him proud
‘and haughty. "Though all shall be offended because of thee,' 1s the way he
spoke. Thus he exalted himself over the other apostles.

- This presumption made him blind. When the Lord repeated his saying
and confirmed it with a "verily," and especially prophecied that he would take
" and give greater offense than all the other apostles, that soon after this talk,
in this very night, before the rooster would crow twice, thus despite the first
cry of the rooster, he would deny him three times, Peter saw and heard no more;
he continued to speak and offered to die with the Lord even though he could not
even once for his sake hear the ridicule of an insignificant maid.

‘ "Likewise also said all the disciples.” Mt 26:35, Yes, thus many
Christians have spoken; "Jesus I will never leave, I will also confess my Lord
Christ, and for his sake endure everything, even death.'' As long as the little
ship sailed through fair weather everything went well; but when storm and
stress arose on account of faith, it btegan to sink and such courageous people
suffered shipwreck like Peter. They trusted in their own power. God preserve
us from such fleshly presumption which lets go of the Word of the Lord, under-
rates the brethren, struts securely and joyOusly, crosses the Kidrun along with
them, but falls in Gethsemane.

The Lord has rpoken a similar word to us all as to Peter,'"Let him
that thinketh he standeth take heced lest he fall'" 1 Cor 10:12. Ah, let us not
overlook nor ignore these and other warnings, but above all when we catch sight
of a dark valley, cling to the Word and the Lord, who endured the battle for us,
implore him for protection and power in our weakness. Let us in good days, even
now in the Lenten season, arm ourselves, hear, read, pray, sigh, watch, be on
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guard, and thus humbly yet confidently follow Christ even to suffering. He, the
Lord, gives his weak children, who anxiously cry to him, when a crossing of the .
Kidron stands before them, holy ‘courage instcad of fleshly presumptuousness,
strong faith which joyfully and triumphantly says, "I can do all things" but.
"through Christ which strengtheneth me,": Phil 4:13; "in all these . things we are
more than conquerors" but 'through him that loved us." Rom 8:37. Amen.

Ond SEPMON

Matthew 26:36-46‘ Mark 14:32~42; Luke 22:40-46; John 18:1.2;

By cr0851ng the Kldron, the Lord had. begun his sufferlng. It was an
carnest, meaningful crossing. In the light of the Scriptures of the Old Testa-
ment, both prophetic and prefigurative, we:saw that the way upon which Jesus set
foot indicated a way through profound, severe suffering to glory. On the way
Jesus himself revealed the counsel of God which he wanted to carry out, and ad-
monished his disciples . to await with humility, earnestness, and reverence those
things which were about to happen. In spirit we enter the Garden of Gethsemane
with the Lord and his disciples and thus into his great Passion. We will be
presently ushered into the Holy of holies. The portion of the Passion story be-
fore us shows the deep, fathomless abysses of our lord's suffering. It is im-
possible for us to sound the :depths of this suffering with our reason or exhaust
it with words. 1In this sphere our knowledge remains fragmentary. And yet from
this flowing fountain of God's love and mercy, which lies hidden behind his wrath
ve draw grace upon grace, wisdom, comfort, power, wholesome admonition. We can
not in one nor in many meditations comprehend the salutary thoughts which the
Holy Spirit has put into words., Whenever we meditate upon the suffering of Jesus
wve always take only a few draughts from this living water. In order that the
leading features of Jesus' suffering will come into their own, in order that we
may see clearly the main points of the .scene in Gethsemane, we wish to devote
seve?al meditations. to this portion of :the Passion Story. We can easily separate

what is told us of the disciples of Jesus and his behavior toward his disciples
from that which Christ alone did and suffered in God's presence. And on the
other hand, we can separate his intensc, severe suffering from the prayer he of-
fered to God. Let us now. picture .to ourselves the afflicted, trembling Savior,
wrestling with death,; coveréd with syeat and ‘blood, and pray the Holy Chost, that

h; lmpress this picture upon our hearts and explain it to.us correctly. I speak
o : , , :

THE STRUGGLE OF JESUS IN GETHSEMANE

I. The Nature and Violence of ThlS Struggle,
IT. Its Cause_and Purpose,
IIT. The Fruits of This Suffering.

‘ I .

To begin with we want to speak'of the nature and violence of this
struggle. _ U ‘ '
This struggle took place in Gethsemane, the place where Jesus often
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gathered with his disciples. '"Judas also knew the place." Jn 18:2. Aand Jesus
knew that Judas would and should meet him there. Consciously and deliberately
he went out to meet his suffering; consciously and deliberately he took up the
battle with his invisible foes, which was before him. Uhen he left his disci-
ples and had taken only Peter, James, and John into the garden, he bepan to
grieve, to tremble, and to quake. Yes, he willingly cubmitted to the suffering,
pain, and terror; and he did not let himself be taken unawarcs, He indeed had
the power to lay down his life and to take it again. By himself he lifted up
the heavy burden which had been placed before him in Gethsemane. Ile took the
bitter cup into his hands, himself placed it to his lips, and cmpticd it, even
though he did so amidst much fear, anxicty, and struggle. He brought God a
willing sacrifice. ' |

And into what fearful depths of suffering he descended, we will in
some measure learn to understand, when we examine the significant, weighty
words which relate the cvents. He fulfilled what he himself had predicted, "I
have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be accom-
plished!" 1k 12:50. »

He began to be sorrowful, His cye, usually bright, became clouded;
all joy fled from his face and soul. He himself testifies, "My soul is exceed~
ing sorrowful, even unto death." His goul became darkened. His soul became
sorrowful ecven unto death. As grief, care, SOTTOW can almost break a person's
heart and prepare him for death, thus was Jesus sorrowful unto death. The

waves began to engulf his soul. \ o
And he began to tremble. Terror mingled with sorrow. As in a fever

all his limbs bepan to tremble. Overpowering fear filled his soul, caused his
heart to pound. Then was fulfilled what was prophecied of him, "The sorrows of

death compassed me, and the floods of ungodly men made me afraid." Ps 18:4,

Terror like an armed men fell upon him. . : .
He began to quake. Timidity, fear, horror were added to the terror.

He became greatly afraid among these strange, evil spirits which arose from the
abyss and tortured him. He trembled; his couraged failed, his soul was crushed
to the ground. His composurc left him. He had to exclaim, "I am poured out
like water; my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels."
'Ps 22:15. -“Innumberable evils have compassed me about;...they are more than
the hairs of mine head; thercfore my heart faileth me." Ps 40:12, No human
being could counsel and help him. That is why he tore himself free from his
disciples and renounced the comfort of their nearness and iIntercessions, As a
sick person tossing to and fro finds no rest, so he paced back and forth and
finally, because he trod the wine-press alone and was left alone with all his

anxieties, he fell upon his face on the ground. -
' He lost all his strength; the weight of suffering pressed him down. -

One could now say of him, "We did estcem him stricken, smitted of CGod, and af-
flicted." 1Is 53:4, He had to cry out with Jonah, "All thy billows and thy
Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight." Jonah 2:3b.4a.
He lay on the ground like a worm and not like a man; he lay there like a sac=-
rificial lamb on the altar of the carth. He humbled himself to such depths of
human weakness and helplessness. All the misery and woe which can seize the

human heart he also tasted to the bitter dregs.

waves passcd over me.

Yes, true man! And yet at the same time true GodV If this Suffercr
had been merely a man, he would not have l1ived through that hour. The Son of
Cod chose this woe inptead of the joy which he could have had. The divine na-
supported and strengthened his human nature, so that in spite of his sorrow un-
til death he did not die of it; that in the midst of his fear and trembling he
did not despair; it enabled him to arisec again from his suffering. An angel
also came from heaven, held before him the counsel of God, which had become hid-
den from his human soul, and consoled him with the glorious results of his dif-

ficult labors.
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But this was only a short rest, a strengthening for a new battle. Alas,
the comfort which this angel brought was at the same time deep humiliation. He,
the Lord and Creator of all creatures, visible and invisible, accepted comfort
and strength from an angel, a creature. .For a short time he, as the Psalmist
says, made himself lower than the angels. COnce again he wrestled with death,
praying more earnestly. As a dying person wrestles with death -- the body wants
to hold on to the soul and the soul does not. want to leave its beloved body -- as
a dying person resists death, so and even much more earnestly Jesus wrestled with
death. His sweat was like drops of blood which fell to the ground. The blood
does not circulate in a person who exhausted unto death; it drains back to the
heart and-his face becomes pale as body and soul cease their activities; thus
the weakness of death seized the Lord. It was an unusual exhaustion, wearilness.
Once again the suffering weighed so heavily upon his soul that it squeezed blood
from him. It was hard work in the sweat of his’'brow, a heated battle which pro-
duced not only sweat but blood. There in Gethsemane, which means, the oll press,
he trod the wine-press alone, as Isailah says in the 63rd chapter. That is why.
his garments were dyed red like one who trod the grapes in a wine-press.

This 1s a miracle! This is contrary to all the laws of nature that
blood should coze through the pores of the skin like drops of sweat which fall to
the ground. This is a miracle: - this severe, bitter suffering! This 1s a mira-
cle: this holy, innocent suffering! Jesus wrestled with death, poured out sweat
and blood and yet no sinful murmuring or sighs came from his lips. He suffered
in willing obedience. This 1s a miracle: true man and God pours out his own
blood and waters the cursed earth with his life's blood, And the victory with
which the battle ended is-a miracle. It was the hero from the tribe of Judah
who washed his garment in wine and crouched like a lion. The champion from the
tribe of Judah finally conquered; . already in Gethsemane he conquered and lifted
up his head. He arose from prayer and battle. 1Isaiah speaks of the victor who
comes from Edom in this way, "Who is:this that cometh from Edom with dyed gar-
ments from Bozrah? this that 15 glorious in his apparel, traveling.in the great-
neds of his strength? I that speak in righteousness, mighty to sgave.'! Is 63:1.
-- However, we can understand as much of the miracle of the suffering and strug-
rles of Jesus Christ as is necessary and profitable for our salvation.. The Scrip-
tures themselves have given us the key and revealed the cause and purpoae of this

suffering.
1T,
" In the second place we - auk about” the cause and the purpose of Jegus'
strugples in Gethsemane.

' © " The struggle was with invisible foes; Sin.was such a foe.‘ Jesus took
sin upon himself. Alas, sin is a deadly poison..- How just one sin can torture a
person! When David had committed adultery, his bones waxed old through his roar-
ing all the day long; his moisture was turned into the drought of summer. And
now Christ bore the sins of the whole world. He cries out, "Innumerable evils.
have compassed me about; mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that T am
not able to look up." Ps 40:12a. He consented to no sin, yet he took upon him-
self all the sins of all men of all ages and let them be imputed to him by his
Father. Their infinite guilt lay upon him.

~ Even a pious child of God has an aversion to wilful sin. The soul of
plous Lot was tormented at seeing’ the godless goings-on in Sodom and Gomorrah.
The holy angels flee from the abomination of'sin; by sinning intentionally we
chase them away. And now the holy Son of God, who knew no sin, to whom sin is
an abomination, comes Into such close contact with our sins; he takes them upon
his shoulder, on his conscience; he let them be ascribed to him; now we under-

stand why his soul was so sorrowful even unto death, why he trembled, shook, and
feared. To be sure, we have no idea what he felt in-that hour when the sting of
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sin pilerced his soul, for we are sinful men; the sin is our own. He carried
and atoned for the sins of the whole world, and also our sius

, . In that difficult hour this certainly pained Jesus the most, that his
own, people would reject and nail him to the cross, that his disciple should
betray him, that Peter would deny him, that ali disciples should forsake him.
His sorrow only increased when he saw his diseiples and returned to the battle-
field. And even we, we, his disciples, his people mixed wormwbod, gall, and
vinegar into his bitter cup. We, yes, we by our sins have caused him labor.
That we .love him, our good Master and faithful Friend so little, that we so of~-
ten leave him in the lurch and pursue others, that his word‘oftén means so lit=
tle to us,. that has caused his soul to be sorrowful unto death.  Yes, the curse
of sin and the law lay upon him. This heavy burden hurled him to the ground
There he lay on the ground as one curpged, Judged, spurned

' The wages of sin 15 death. This pay was given to him even in Geth-
semane. There he wrestled with death. For us death is a terror. Death was
not a part of our nature at first. Death is. not the natural conclusion of life,
as many say who have never experienced any of the terrors of death’. "Death 1s
the greatest monstrosity God brought body and soul together, and therefore
body and soul quiver and tremble and put up resistance vhen this bond made by
the Creator is forcibly torn. Death is a fearful judgment upon fallen, sinful
men. That is why Scripture says that death has ruled over men from Adam on
like a king of terrors. Naturally, man shudders at the dark stream of Bel1al
Even for us, death 1s contrary to nature.

What a monstrosity death must have been for the Creator himself the
Son of God, the Eternal Life! Whenever Jesus came into contact with ‘the dead,
when he had come to the deathbed of Jairus' daughter, when he touched the cof-
fin of the young man at Nain, when he had entered Lazarus' grave, death had to
flee and give up its prey. Now Jesus, who is the Resurrection and the Life
himself, by his own free choice takes death upon himself. Now we understand
why he wrestled with death, But what sort of wrestling, what sort of death
struggle, what sort of horror of death, what sort of anxiety and sweat it was,
we can not measure or understand. Not only temporal death but eternal death,
hell, is also the wages. of sin. And because the spirits of hell rushed in upon
Jesus and tortured his soul with the pains of hell, we understand why he feared
and trembled why. in such a surrounding horror and terror overtook him.

Satan rules in sin and death. Again he is tempting the Lord. The
first time he wanted to get him to leave his work but had to leave him. But he
yielded for only a while. Now he returned and sought to hinder him in his suf-
fering and reconciling death. As at the first time he used the lust of the
senses, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the lust and pride of
the world and with these weapons tried to fell the holy God, so here in Geth-
semane he held before his eyes all the terrors which he could invent; he
showed him the bonds, the scourging, the stripes, the fistblows,the shame,mock-
ery, ridicule, the nails, cross, and crown of thorns. He shot his fiery ar-
rows straight into his soul and then spoke sweet, loving words at him; he
could still spare himself and not drink the bitter cup, Only he who has looked
_the prince of hell squarely ‘In the face ‘and was victorious in temptation can
suspect in a measure what Jesus suffered when he was sifted in Satan's sieve.
It was a bloody battle without equal.

:  The last reason for that suffering was this: GCod himself had become
his Son s enemy and had given him into the poWer of the devil, death, and sin.
Christ bore God's wrath. We read of the Judge of the world, "He treadeth the
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God." Rev 19:15. As at some
future time he will bring God's wrath upon all sinners who despised his grace,
so he himself trod the winepress of the fierce wrath of the dlmighty CGod. God
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visited upon him the iniquity ‘of the world, God's wrath squeczcd sweat and blood
out of him. . The fire of divine wrath drove hls very strength from his body. ' He
languished under the might hand’ of God. as during the summer drought. Whoever
through similar depths of temptation and experienced how pain-

has himself .Eone
ful it 15 when God hides his countenance has tasted a drop from the sea of di--
vine wrath which God's Son drained to the last drop.

Jesus stood firm under all these attacks and blows; he passed the

test; he achieved the purpose of God's counsel. And this was the counsel and
will of God, this the purpose of Jesus' suffering . our redemption and recon~’

ciliation. He carried our sin, our curse, ‘our death, our hell, our wrath. He -
And thus

was a true man, flesh and blood as we are.  His weakness proves that.

the second Adam repaid here in the Garden of Gethsémane what the first Adam had
robbed from God in the Garden of Eden. By his obedience and deep humility he
atoned for the sweet pleasure, the bite into the forbidden fruit, In him man-

kind repaid vhat they in the first Adam had taken from God,
He was_ and is true God. No person could have 1lived through that dif=-

ficult anxioua hour . And as the true Son of God he ‘could conquer those foes who
In the gardén he was promised 'to man-

presscd him hard and _conquer them he did,
kind who would crush the aerpent s head., And now he had appeared and fulfilled
the promise; even here in the ‘Garden of Gethsemané he conquered the devil., The
prince of this world came and found no sin in him. And when he conquered Satan
he also trampled upon sin, death the curse, hell, whom the devil brought into "
the world. These foes no longer have any power over us nor any claims. The "
gui1t has really been atoned’ for. o
. God 1is .on our side - who can be against us? By his’ sweat and blood

Christ has turned Cod's wrath away from as, appeased God's righteousness, and’
procured God's'love and grace for us again. Even here in Gethsemane his pre-
clous blood flowed That is our completé ransom. " The Holy, the- Pure ‘exposed
himself to sin, the eternal Life to death, the Son of God to he11 and the wrath
of God. That is perfect atoncment.‘ L R

o And he did it willingly. He had ‘begun to grieve, to tremble, and to
fear; he shouldered the burden;. the curse, the wrath; ‘as a “sacrificial lamb
he placed himself upon the earth in order to atone for the’ children of the carth.
That sacrifice was pleasingjto Cod. Thus vere we recorciled. "Now we’ “agdin’
have access to God; we will. be admitted into the blessed paradise. "The angéel
guards the gate no more." The counsol of God for our salvation haa been cxe-

cuted by this beginning of Jesus' suffering.

III.

‘ Finally, ve wish to consider a bit more closely the fruits of’ Jesus'
Suffering and especially ponder what benefits we derive from it, what results

are. brought to bear upon men's souls.’
. The soul-struggle of Jesus in Gethsemane 15 an admonition to repent-

ance and a great comfort. One earnest admonition. he shows us how greatly our

sins enrage the _holy God, how his vengeance and zeal 1s aroused. What agony
8in brings! How horrib1e sin is! Cirist's soul ~suffering reprimands our world-

liness and lust of this life, our thoughtlessness and wilfulness, When we hear
the complaint of the Savior, "My soul is excceding sorrowful even unto death,"
we ask ourselves Are we filled with divine sorrow, this sign of true repent=-
ance? Are we heartily sorry for our sins which caused Jesus to be sorrowful |
even unto death? 'Is this our heart s confession: This’ is my one great miaery,
that I cannot love you the way I should love you? - ' ‘
, Jesua' soul-suffering’ reprimanda our indifference and carelessness.
When we see our Savior fearing and trembling and shaking and fallen to the earth
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before us, we ask ourselves, Do we tremble, have we the same dread of death, the
judgment, the evil foe? Are we afraid of sin which gives us into the power of
death and the devil? Do we shrink from such torment our whole life? Is our
whole thought the question, "llow, then, can I do this great wickedness and sin
against God?"” Do we really work out our salvation with fear and trembling?

Jesus' struggle in Gethsemane reprimands our laziness and lukewarm-
ness. When we call to mind the sweat and blood, the difficult labor, the hot
battle of Jesus, we ask, Do we eat our bread in the sweat of our face? Or, do
we take it real easy in our calling and responsibility7 Do we struggle against
the devil, world, sin, our own flesh and blood with all our powers? Have we re-
sisted them to the point of shedding our blood? Yes, this suffering, this bat-
tle of the Lord admonishes us to struggle for divine sorrow, work out our sal-
vation with fear and trembling, enter the kingdom of heaven and violence, and
resist the evil even if it means shedding our blood. ‘ '

The soul-suffering of Jesus also gives us great comfort, In tribula-
tion and sorrow it assures us of rest and refreshment. Christ drained the bit-
ter cup; tribulation is now a blessed cross and produces the peaceable fruit
of righteousness. And since Christ himself was tempted he can help those who
are tempted., In times of spiritual temptation Jesus' struggle and victory sup-
ports and strengthens us. Even if the prince of this world comes, he finds
nothing in us. Christ has crushed the head of the serpent. If our sins, our
consclence worries and frightens us, we cover ourselves with the bloody garment
of him who trod the winepress. In them we stand before God.

The blood of the reconciliation has watered this cursed earth. The’
curse has been turned into a blessing. A soothing, pure balm, tender grace
flows from the bloody press in Gethsemane into our bleeding heart and wounded
conscience. And even if our sins were as,red as scarlet, Christ's blood can
make them snow=white, If ain and Satan tempt us, if the world entices us, if
the flesh 1s willing to do evil, then we can place our foot on the serpent's
head and in the name of the Lord crush it,

In the power of Jesus' struggle and victory we can rule over sin. Fe
gained the victory for us. And when death approaches, when the light of life
wants to be extinguished and the gloomy night come over our souls, when we fear
and tremble, sigh and groan, when the cold sweat of death comes upon our brow,
when we breathe heavily and the heart pounds, then we direct our last look of
faith upon Jesus, who groaned and sighed and trembled and for our benefit con-
- quered death in Gethsemane. 1If we place the picture of his suffering before
our eyes, we conquer fear and horror and confidently die and surrender our souls
to him who in Gethsemane suffered so much in his soul for our sakes. He leads
us through suffering and death into his heavenly paradise and there crowns us
for whom he suffered, sighed, and wrestled. The church appeals to the anguish
and bloody sweat of Jesus in her prayers, prayers of repentance, and litanies.
‘Therewith we comfort ourselves in all our troubles, in life, suffering, and
death. Amen, :

3rd SERMON e e,

"Christ in the days of his flesh had offered up prayers and supplica-
tions with strong cryings and tears." 'Heb 5:7. 1In the days of his flesh Christ
prayed and cried. We often read in the Gospels that he remained alone through-
out.the night in order to pray. In Gethsemane and on the cross this prayer .
"turned into strong cryings and tears. Jesus' wrestling in prayer that night
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in Gethsemane concluded the succession of all night prayers. ,
Jesus' prayers were of a two- ~fold nature. He prayed as the Son of
heaven, as the Redeemer. He spoke with the eternal Father as the only-begotten
Son concerning the decrees and mysteries of eternity. le wrestled before God
for man's salvation whom he was to and wanted to redeem. This was his priestly
prayer which no one can imitate, In this manner he once prayed, praised, and
thanked God, "I thank thee of Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast
hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes....
All things are delivered unto me of my Father; and no man knoweth the Son but
the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomso-
ever the Son will reveal him." Mt 11:25.27. He alone, only the eternal Son,
only the Redeemer of mankind could speak that way.

But he also prayed as a man among men, as a brother among brethren; he
laid all his human desires in God's lap and in so doing gave his disciples and us
an example for our praying. Once his disciples had scen and heard him praying
and then said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray!" They wanted to learn how to pray
as he prayed. And Jesus taught them the Lord's Prayer. Lk 11:1ff,

Shortly before his suffering, before he began his great passion, Jesus
had prayed once more. He uttered his high priestly prayer, John 17. Only he,
the great High Priest of the world, could pray that way. But then he prayed with
his disciples the hymn of the Passover meal. -"He was- not ashamed," as the Scrip-
tured say, '"to call them brethren, saying, I will declare thy name unto my breth-
ren, in the midst of the church will' I sing praise unto thee." Heb 2:11b.12.

The prayer which he foered in Gethscmane  in the midst of his secvere suffering
of soul was both: a high priestly prayer, and a sacrifice as befitted him, the
Redeemer, and an example of how we can and should pray. With God's help we want

to make that clear to ourselves now. We fix out eyes only upon Jesus' prayer.
We consider

HOW JESUS PRAYED IN HIS SUFFERING AND HOW HE TEACHES US TO PRAY
Jesus' prayer in hié'sufféring'in Gethsemane was:
I. A High Priestly Sacrifice with Which we can Comfort Ourselveb when

our Souls arc Distressed,
II. A Holv Example from Uhich we Learn how we Should Pray in Suffering.

Jesus' prayer in Gethsemane was a high priestly prayer with which we can
comfort ourselves when our souls are distressed. ,

He trod the winepress alonc in Gethsemane. Separated from his disciples,
he prayed alone. He alone could so pray that if it were possible this hour might
pass by, "O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me!" Only he,
our Redeemer, should and could drink this cup; only he lived through such an
hour. Otherwise, no other human being. With the help of this prayer we look
into his heart,

A Christian shows what: and how he is particularly in prayer. When in
our closet we are on our knees before Cod and pray, "Lord forgive me my trespasses;
wash me thoroughly from my iniquity; cleansc me with the blood of Christ!" --
in such a prayer our Christian faith shows itsclf as a living faith which seizes
and appropriates to itself God's forgiveness and Christ's merit, If in a severe
test a Christian is to prove his Chrlstian faith and obedience, if he must make
a difficult. decislon, if God demands a great sacrifice from him, he goes in sec-
ret to his God and then in God's presence in prayer he makes the decision; there
he brings the-sacrifice; there he stands the test. Then by what he does in his
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daily life 1t becomes evident what happened in ‘secret, what was already offered
‘before God amid prayer and wrestling, ' .

So Christ shows In prayer above all what and how he was minded. Think
of his high priestly prayer! His prayer in Gethsemane also reveals his high
priestly heart to us., By means of this prayer we look into the mystery of rec-
onciliation and redemption. Here in God's presence he in prayer brought the ho-
ly sacrifice of obedience which atoned for our disobedience. For by his deeds
and suffering it becomes clear what he had promised his God in secret. He was
obedient even to the death on the cross. : : ‘ *

We have heard of his strupgle; we have already pictured to ourselves
the great and severe things he had endured in Gethscmanec. And when we pondered
Jesus' struggle and suffering of his soul we have already noticed, that he will-
ingly took all this upon himself. But what we have touched upon only briefly
is for the first time clearly and vividly presented to view in the report of
Jesus' prayer. From this report we percelve that this suffering was his will,.
his choice, his doing, that in suffering he learned obedience. The last time
we caught sight of the Lamb of God bathed in sweat and blood, lying upon the al-
tar of the earth. Now we look at Jesus the Priest, who sacrificed himself, who
brought his ocuwn will,his own life, as the sacrifice to God. We poor sinners,we
fallen children, we profitless disobedlent servants can comfort ourselves not
only with the bitter but also the obedient suffering of Jesus Christ, the Son of
God. That atoned for the disobedience of which Adam in all our names made ;
himself guilty in paradise. ‘ ‘

We can take comfort in Jesus Christ's disobedience only 1if Christ's"
obedience actually was our obedience, if Christ actually prayed and obeyed as
our Brother, Suretor, and Substitute, if through his disobedience he actually
atoned for the entire, great, infinite guiltiand punishment of our disobedicnce,
if he has by his deeds shown a perfect, blameless obedience., This 1s exactly
the case here. Jesus' prayer shows us that. ‘ -

The sacrifice of obedience which Christ brought here in Gethsemane
was our obedience. Christ was actually the Priest who 1s Surcty, Substitute.¥c
was our Brother, our flesh and blood, the second -Adam., His suffering and obe-
dience was true human suffering and obedience. Man atoned where man sinned.
Man, the first lfdam,fcll into disobedience. Man, the second Adam, was obedient
even to the death on the cross. In the days of his flesh and here in Gethsema-
ne Christ offered prayer and supplication and strong crying ~-- prayer, suppli-
cation, cries of anpguish such as usually come from an afflicted, despairing
human heart. They were real human supplications and sighs, a real human prayer
which he laid before God. He begged God for this hour to pass by without him
drinking of this cup. 'Let this cup pass from mel' "Take away this cup from’
me'' T .

Many pious cxegetes of the ancilent Christian Church could and would

not believe that which this prayer Christ actually wanted to get rid of this
cup by prayer. They explained his words thuns: My Father, take the bitter cup
away from the Jews which they must drink because of their sins, because of
their murderous deed in crucifying me! Avert that fateful judgment which is
threatening! They just could not believe that whereas Paul, only a servant of
Chrit, could joyfully boast of his death, "I have a desire to depart,” Christ
hiiself shewld be afraid of his death and 1f it were possible would want to a-
void it altogether. Others, also believing exegetes of a later period, thought
that Christ dfd not pray for the removal of the suffering and death itself but
the wrathiwhich lay in the suffering, and was heard in as much as he then sub-
missively-and tonfidently went to his suffering. Mecanwbile, soon thereafter
the severest of all hours of "anguish and darkness and being forsaken by God
came for thé first time on the cross. There he again tasted and felt God's
wrath. No, We c¢in not evade’or give a new meaning to Jesus' words; the mean-
ing of the words, "Let this cup pass from me! Take away this cup from mel" are
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immediately clear. That says: If possible spare me,the bitter pains of the
cross! Let this hour pass by That means:_ Oh, avert, 1if posngle,'the painful,
frightful death of the cross! - : Lo 2R

, Jesus' prayer -really betrays:the .fear and horror of death. .We agree
with Luther -and our Lutheran Church, . Luther says, 'We cannot place Christ deep
enough into.his human misery." -We understand these words, as our Lutheran fa-
thers understood them, to mean that just as a human being who sees great suffer-
ing or bitter death before-him sighs and supplicates .and prays in thg weankness..
of his flesh, "If possible, spare me and let this danger pass me by! Deliver
mel :Preserve my soul, my life'" .Christ took all the results of human sin, all
human suffering and weakness, also extremec weakness, fear, and horror of.death
upon himself; he indeed assumed Abraham's seed and in all things wanted to be
like his brethren yet without sinm, e \ T

We understand that those plous excgetes did not comprehend this deep
suffering of Jesus, this cry from the depths for deliverance from death. . When
we pray, sigh, wrestle, and resist suffering and death that way, sin 1is always
mingled with our human weakness: .doubt;, impatience, secret murmuring, silent
opposition, disobedience. And we.cannot understand how a man, how Jesus, can be
afraid and pray without sin, with a holy mind and heart. . , .

But thewSuffering~and cross offChrist;also is and remains foolishness,
full of a thousand contradictions which -we never can harmonize with our under-
standing and feclings, -Meanwhile, we perceiyve this much and gladly rejoice in
the fact that Christ so humbled himself for our sake in order that he might be-
come'a faithful High Priest .and_help ug ‘from.sin and its resulte, -from suffering,
cross and death. He had a'true human soul. He said,,'My soul 1is exceeding sor-
rowful, even unto death." And .he had a true human.will which as our will had
turned away from suffering and death.:."Not as I will" -- according to .the flesh!
A true perfect human being! Not only God veiled. in human form. True man accord-
ing to body, soul, spirit, will! His wrestling {n prayer was not a sham fight .,
or shadow boxing; his suffering was not:an illusion.but true-human suffering,
praying, sighing, supplication, wresiling. And thus we human beings are really
redeemed. Thus human sin, human disobediénce was atoned for by human suffering,
human disobedience. Thus. we human_ beings comfort ourselves by .this prayer of
our Suretor and Brother, the man Jesus Christ.

And he actually bore all the guilt.and pundskment of our disobedience,
He atoned for everything, We understand,ﬁhy Jesus in this mcment recoiled from
this cup and could pray, "Let this cup pass from me! Take. away this_cup from
met" It was no ordinazy, human.suffering and death. '"Let. this- cup, this hour
Pass. from.mel". All the suffering of. the human race, which sin drey along in its
train, was here mixed together in one bitter drink; all the bitter roots of this
accursed earth were squeezed out.into this cup. The most bitter pains, bonds,
blowsd.scourge, nails, crown of thornms,.cross, besides spittle, dis;race, mockery,
ridicule, curse, blasphemy, all the misery of sin, gll the anguish of death, all
the malice and terrors of Satan, the sum;total of.the wrath of God -- that was
the great Passion vhich awvaited the Lord; the fifﬁtﬂsipa of which he tasted here
in' Gethsemane, i . . o . .

.-+ Isaiah says that sinful Jerusalem abandoned to the judgment has drunk
of. the hand.of the Lord the cup of his fury; she,hus~draihed tﬁe'dregs of the
Intoxicating cup and wrung out the drops, Is 51:17., The Lord of hosts says to.
Jeremiah, "Take the wine cup of the fury at my hand, and cause all the nation,
to whom I send thee, to drink it." Jer 25:15. And this full fury and wrath of
God which was: destined for Jews and heathen, all people, all humanity, should
now be glven to Jesus. to drink. "In the hand of the Lord“thefe‘is a cup, and .
the wine 1s red, it .is of full mixture." 1Is 75:8. The godleséxréally drink all
of it, as. it 9ays, and lick up the dregs. Christ drank.it in the place of the..
godless. Whoever believes in him, him this cup passes by, i -

.
- K
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At times Jesus' disciples have tasted a few drops from the cup of suf~
fering., Tor the Lord the cup was filled. All believers could and can say, Oh,
sweet, blessed cross' Oh, beuneficial cup! Tor the most bitter root, God's
wrath, has been taken out of it. Christ must feel and taste all of Cod's wrath,

It was a difficult hour, an hour of suffering and death without equal,
such as no other man ever lived through. In this one hour the pains of hell, e-
ternal death closed in. Cod docs not let us Christiams be tewpted above human
ability. The burden, which was laid upon Christ, was beyond man's power, too
strong for a man's heart and would have crushed him 1if he had been merely o man.
Tut because he was God's Son from heaven and could say as no other wan could,
"Abbah, Father!" he was able to stand. His divine power helped his human weak-
ness. His divine will supported his human will so that Jesus immediately re-
covercd from lhis trembling and terror. He drained the cup which was intended
for us to the dregs and by his priestly sacrifice delivered us {from wrath.

Yes, Jesus took the bitter cup; even though his hand trembled and
shook, he seized the cup of wrath. In this incomprchensible, infinite suffering
he showed a unique, blemeless, perfect obedience. His prayer proves that. 1In
the weakness of his flesh he offered supplication, prayer, and cryings without
sinning. Not the least bitter thought or remonstrance was mixed in the prayer,
“Let this cup pass from me." The later exegetes, who say that here in Gethsema=-
ne Jesus subdued the temptation to sin which raged in his own flesh and blood,
convert this true man and God into a sinful creature, deceive Christendom, and
rob sinful men of the comfort that a sinless saint atoned for their sin and
death. We repeat: We can not understand that the great weakness, which we see
in Jesus, could be as sinless as a saint, that God's Son could be so weak. But
in faith we humbly adore the great holy mystery of Christ's person and his
prieastly sacrifice. ‘ )

Yes, he led a blameless, unsullied obedience. Before he said or even
thought that this hour might pass by, he said and thought, "If it is possible"
-- meaning to say, in case there would be another way according to the eternal
counsel to redeem the world that it be granted., Only the way in which this
counsel should be executed, namely through the death of the Mediator, had in
this moment become darkened in his human cousciousness, so that according to his
human weakness he considered it possible that he could rescue man and reconcile
God without suffering and dying. That the good and gracious will of God itself,
whose will it is that all men be helped, could and dare be altered, that thought
did not enter his mind. His divine wlsdom now came to the aid of his human
weakness. Lvery time he arose from prayer he was reminded of the divine counsel
again, only that new wcaknes once again darkened this light., It is said and be-
lieved that according to the custom of pilous Israclites Jesus turned in his
prayer to the temple, which stood opposite the Mount of Olives, and thus in
spirit looked into the holy of holies, where the mercy-seat formerly was and
vhich, sprinkled with the blood of reconciliation, covered the Law and the cursc
of the Law. Thus he repeatedly called his work to mind, that by his blood he
should become the mercy-seat which Cod intended to present to sinners. And
Christ always again surrendered his human will to God's will, to his own divine
will, which was one with Cod. He as it were could not find words ecnoupgh to as-
sert his complete agreement with Cod, "As thou wilt -- not my will but thine be
done -- not what I will, but what thou wilt." And God, who gave him that bitter
cup, he continually calls "Father, Abba, dear Father," That is perfect, holy o~
bedience. Thus he placed himself, his life, his soul, his will, into God's hand
and swore new obedience to the Father and renewed the oath, "I will redeem man-
kind; T will die for sinners." He brought CGod an acceptable, unblemished sac-
rifice. o .
Christ's perfect obedience comforts us; 1t covers our disobedience,
our open and secret murmuring and opposition, our impatience and despair in suf-

fering. Christ's obedicnce makes amends for our imperfect, defective obedience.
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We Christians, who comfort ourselves with Christ's perfect obedience and merit,

learn obedience burselves in suffering. - Christ has left us ‘an example, that-we

should follow in his footsteps. S o Lo P : A .
s e ; I.I,.V“ ’ . .

. “jesus prayer in Cethsemane is at thé same time an example from which
we learn how we should pray in suffering. --From our text we .will briefly learn -
three things about prayer during temptatiom; theé manner, 'the content, and the
answer to such a prayer, ' o s :

. ‘Jesus went alone when he wanted‘to pray;- he left his disciples behind.
"sit ye Here, while I go and pray yonder." Mt 26:36. He tore himself away from
the thiee disciples whom he had brought intd the garden. A Christian who 1is out
of practise in praying in his closet can not pray properly in the congregation
nor can he in distress cry from his heart to God. Every groan of.distress, ev=
ery cry of anguish from the depths of his soul.is a prayer. And it:is most
necéssary in prieévous:trouble and temptation that we- tear ourselves. free from
men, from earthly things, from the sight of his misery and:distress and- seek
out the solitude and spedk alone with God. ‘Otherwise this power grows weak. .

) We read, "He knecled down." Lk 22:41. As the Son of man he kneeled
in respect before his heavenly Father:. even in anxiety; distress, and terror
we dare not forget the honor and humility we owe the holy God and Father in -
heaven. Those wild, insolent, violent cries of distress and:anguish by which:
the heathen try to move their idols is not pleasing to God.. But in all respect
we are and should confidently pray;, "Abba - Father!'' and should firmly believe
that the God who is chastising us and giving us a bitter cup to drink .is never-
theless a faithful dear Father. We should also persevere in our praying, sigh-
ing, imploring and not become tired but follow Jesus' example, who in a short
time prayed the same words three” times:  we should pray the more earnestly the
higher the water rises and ‘the greater the distress becomes. :

: - From Jesus' prayer' we -also learn what we should ask of God in distress,
Only we' dare never forget that there is a difference between his suffering:and
praying and ours; as the Redeemer he had to drink a-different cup than we. How~-
ever, the cup which God fills ‘for us is often bitter enough; despite the fact
that his wrath {s taken out: "Therefore the prayer is often pressed out of our
heart, "Lord, Iet this cup pass from me! ' Take away this.cup from me! Let this
‘hour pass by'" And we also dare pray that way. Jesus himself in word and.ex-
ample taught us the' 7th Petition. : - o o o

. In our weaknéss and temptation of body and soul we'dare remind God of
his gmnipotepée,_”Mvaather; all things are possible unto thee.! God waits.for
us’to‘QSK,for his help. That is why he ‘sends us distress, misfortune, poverty,
sickness; he wants to test our -faith and exercise us in prayer.as he did.the -

Syro-Phonecian woman, It does not show humility or faith.if, the moment the Lord
strikes us or others, ‘we from the first lay our hands in.our ‘laps and comfort
ourselves by saying simply, "The Lord's 'will be donet" .. . - . . -

) * " But above all’we should pray for deliverance from evil not.according:
to the.flgsh but the spirit, a5 Christ pfayed, not being forced to, but adding
of our own free will, "If it is possible" --"if it does not endanger our salva-
Fion or that of others. Yes, it is a well-known rule of prayer that for spirit-
ual requests we pray unconditionally. - Jesus as true man would have: gladly been
excused from the bitter pains of the'cross, 'That was.a human wish.. But he sub-
jected this wish to God's counsel and will, “Thy will-be done'" " o |

‘ When from the anxiety of sin we cry out, "Qut of the depths I cry. to.
“JEhee," gladly wishing t6 be relieved from the:guilt and burden of sin, then we
can pray without’ the condition and say, "Turn -your .gracious ear to me and hear
“'my prayer'" ' For God's will is that we be ‘delivered -from our sins. vThét‘isbﬁhy
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Christ tasted death and drank the cup of wrath.

But when our desires are directed only for the removal of earthly in-
jury and evil then we pray, "lLord, give me what you will =-- be it death or
life, the cup of joy or suffering." And, "'Not as I will but as thou wilt' help
me now or later, all at once or gradually, in this way or that, here in time
or herecafter in eternity.'" Or if we now and then must taste at least a few
drops of the cup of wrath, in chastisement sce and feel: God's wrath, Judgment,
or curse, we supplicate without condition and say, "Lord, keep me in your grace'
Strengthen my faith!" -= .but let it up to God's counsel and will whether the
thorn should be removed from your flesh or not, whether he will let us taste of
the power of the world to come or not. For that is of no real importance for

our cternal salvation. ‘ _
And though such prayers arc at first mingled with bitter groans,though
on called the difficult petition, we never-

the 3rd Petition is not without reas
theless learn in time to pray more calmly and deliberately just as Jesus re-
peated the same words briefly for the 2nd and third time and finally, as though

in passing, only alluding to the natural wish of being excused from this cup.
Yes, finally, we can not only patiently, but like Jesus, joyfully and confi-
dently place our will, our soul, ourselves completely into the hands of the
faithful Creator and through the petition, "Thy will be done'" resounds the
praise and adoration of the good and gracious will of God. T

For Christ's sake God gladly accepts such an offering. As Christ was
heard and, after he had drunk the cup, his angulsh and judgment were taken away,
and he was exalted to glory and even directly after his prayer was greatly
strengthened by God, SO that he.arose courageously and resolutely from his
prayer and went to meet the traitor, so God hears us; so he hears our every
prayer in his way according to his thoughts, which are always higher and better

than our thoughts, Either he takes the burden away after we are exercised c-

k of the bitter cup but then gives us also a strong,

nough or he gives us to drin ;
joyful courage and amid the cross assures us that the future glory is truly =a

great, sweet, comforting fact; and when he has finally delivered us from the
last evil, then in cternity we will praise the wonderful ways of Cod and most
ardently thank him for the bitter cup ond the hours of trial., Amen.

Ath SERMON i

Christ, especially in his last discourse, had often and emphatically
stated, "Watch'" He knew very well what was in man. lec knew the weakness of
man. He foresaw that even the wise virgins would fall aslcep when the bride-
groom delayed. He warned his disciples, "Take heed to yourselves, lest at any
time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting and drunkenness, and the cares
of this life, and so that day come upon you unavares." Lk 21:34, “And what 1

vl gay to all, tlatch'' Mk 13:37. All Christians need

say unto you,' he adds, !
: know how easily the things, joys, pleasures,wor=

this admonition; for they all
ries, and cares of this world lull the soul to sleep. Therefore the apostles

repeat this call, "And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake

out of sleep. . . - Let us thercfore cast off the works of darkness, and let us

put on the armor of 1light. ZLet us walk honestly as in the day." Rom 13:11-13.
those who arc casily rocked to sleep by peace and good

Yet not only
days but also suffering, tempted Christians arc admonished in the letters of
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the apostles to watch. To the Thessalonians who had to endure much from their
heathen townsmen Paul cries, '"Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let
us watch and be sober." 1 Thess 5:6. And Peter writes to the Christians of Asia
Minor. who were being persecuted, "Be sober, be vigilant because, your adversary
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour'",
‘1 Pet '5:8. ' And just before and during his suffering the Lord sharpens the call
"Watch!" 'Watch and pray that ye enter mot into temptation. . Mt 26: 41
hear this warning voice in our Lenten text, iy v

; - After we have been witnesses of Jesus' severe struggle in Gethsemane,
.and: heard the prayer which he offered CGod, we turn from the Lord to watch the
sleeping disciplea., We see purselves pictured in them. Very easily and quickly
we fall asleep in suffering and temptation when we really should watch most of
all, Not’ only do ‘the pleasures and joys of the world make Christians apathetic
and sluggish. No, just like Jesus' disciples they fall asleep even for very
sorrow. .Therefore we willingly-listen to the call of our Savior. ‘What he told
his disciples in Gethsemane he says to all, especlally when it means suffering
with Jesus, "Watch and pray that ye enter mot into temptation'" Let us write
‘that in our hearts..  He that hath ears to hear let him hearl

a
*

Yot
-

_ : | : E .ff NATCH AND PRAY'

This Call Regrimands Our Indolence and Unconcern,_
II But it Awakens Us from Our Sleep.

Watch and pray.. with this'call the Lord reérimancs our igdolence and

Jesus does not become tired of admonishing and warning his disciples
in Gethsemane, "Watch and pray!" He knows of no more urgent admonition than
thais one., As we must conclude from Luke's report he said fitst to all his dis-
ciples,. "Pray that ye enter not into temptation ., Then he cried to his three
disciples especially, '"Watch with me," And when they had. fallen asleep, he tore
himself away from his severe, suffering, struggle, and prayer and awakened his
sleeping disciples saying "Simon, sleepest thou? Gouldest not thou watch with
me one hour? Watch and pray that ye enter not into temptation, the spirit is
willing but the flesh is weak.'' And when he had ceased struggling and strength-
ened by God went to meet his physical suffering, he disturbed them again in
their sleep and asked, "Why sleep ye? do you sleep now, and rest?" =-- By ''now"
he intends to say: Now when the traitor and the murderous mob is at the door?
And after he aroused them and they went with him to meet his foes, he told them
for the last time, "Pray lest ye enter into temptation.' We see how earnest
the Lord is about these admonitions, how dangerous and disastrous the bleep of
the dise¢iples is., By the Lord's admonition our’ attention is called-to the ru-
inous inclination to go asleep spiritually; we consider ‘it as much too ratural;
we surrender ourselves to it. only too easily and- gladly, .too thoughtlessly and
weakly.‘f~ : . . ;

unconcern.

- e : o A
, Yes, that is a great weakness, a serious. defect -of our corrupt fleshly
nature: sleep,. spiritial laziness.. - The flesh isn't only full of evil lusts -
and desires, but it is also slow and averse toward doing gocd.. The body is an
unyielding tool of the will.  When it 1is supposed to work, we must often hitch
it to a plow like a slow draught animal, or, when we should pray and worship
God we must be led like an unwilling sacrificial lamb to the altar.

: “But fhe spirit is also sleepy. The cares and joys of this life befog
the thoughts so that it can no longer distinguish between evil,and,good right
and wrong, benefit 'and harm; they blunt the feeling for pobler interests and.
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weaken the will so that instead of ruling them it lets itself be ruled and
driven about by temporal interests and circumstances.

Alas, the disciples, the wise virgins are the ones who sleep! Which
Christians have escaped the distvess caused by their indolent, sleepy Christi-
anityl They light of knowledge kindled by the Holy Spirit is so casily extin-
guished by carthly things and interesta that we do not sece the plain way and
will of God. The new will which rejoices in God's Loy ig still so weak and
fragile; before we are aware of it we have done the evil which we had not want-
ed to do and,the good which we wanted to do has escaped us,

And if we console oursclves becaus
claiming to have good intentions, it is ofte
they werc ready to die with the Lord the dis
olution. BDBut fleshly self-confidence and se
intentions. So also our intentions are mixe ’ , unconcern
and security. And how quickly our good resolutions are changed into reluctance,
aversion, discontent! Ue fall asleep from peevishness and become apathetic. It
is a common falling of Christianity, also of orthodox Christians:

] ? spiritual
sleepiness and laziness. The sleeping disciples: a faithful picture of our
condition, '

¢ of the weakness of the flesh by

n an imagined consolation, That
ciples considered a good, holy res-
curity was mixed with their honest
d with folly and dreams

‘The disciples fell asleep in Gethsemane while their Lord feared and
trembled., The virgins slumber and pay no attention to hoy the Lord with sweat
and_blood, seeks his bride. In the very hour when the Lord leads them across
the Kidron toward Gethsemane amid suffering, Struggle, and temptation itself,
Christians become tired and sleep. The repeated urgent call of the Lord,"Watch
and pray'" means to say, "You should know that the time is here, that this is
the very hour to awaken from sleep, to watch and pray'" -- apg reminds us how
unscemly it is to sleep in Gethsemane, in suffering. We should hbe admonished
for we often do not know that we sleep and consider sleeping as being awake,
dreaming as reality. We are called to suffering since Christ also has sufferad,
The Lord gives each disciple his share, his cup of suffering, He shows each
one his place in Gethsemane. He lets no ome be tempted above his ability but
he lays upon each on as much as he can bear. 7

The Lord took Peter, James, and John, the three disciples who had the
Privilege of seeing the glory of the Lord, deeper with him into the Garden of L
Gethsemane; before their eyes he began to be sorrowful, to fear, and to trem-
ble. They could and had to bear more than the others, The more we progress ‘in
Christian knowledge and experience, the deeper Christ drays us into fellowship
with his suffering. And this the Lord does intentionally. _He sends the suff
fering, multiplies and intensifies it to test, purify, and strengthen our
faith. We know very well that we can not avoid suffering and that the suffer=-
Ing of our soul is beneficial; we should then watch and Pray, we should stand
upright with feet firmly planted so that we do not sink under the burden, that
the suffering attains its salutary purpose in us. But what do we do? We sleep
and sometimes the most advanced, experienced Christiansg sleep the dcepest while
the danger is the greatest. For if the Lord carried out his duty as a Watchman
and Awakener also over against the other disciples, as we must conclude from the
context he did, he had to do it especially in the case of the three, Only with
the greatest difficulty could they tear themselves from sleep; here Simén had
become the weakest, and he forfeited the honor of the name Peter

, When great misfortune suddenly disturbs the peace and joy of worldly-
minded people who not only sleep but are spiritually dead, then they renlly
Plunge into the dead works of the flesh and darkness, shame and vice or despair
and try to deaden their aroused state of mind and grief. Some of this still
clings to Christians; it is the wvice of the corrupt flesh and blood. Instead
of permitting himself to be aroused by cross and suffering and to seek God and
eternal things with renewed earnes;neSS,Atﬁey bow their heads and become lax,
apathetic, and indifferent. Like the disciples they sleep for sorrow. As
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severe sorrow often causes shortness-of bredth aid acts like a narcotic, s0 also
the great weight of sorrow often paralyzes' and stupifies soul and spirit, faith
and prayer, “The ‘spirit indeed is willing and would like to ‘honor God and humble
itself" under 'God"s hand, ‘but the flesh is wéak. Their breathing causes faith
and prayer to falter, all they can utter is Eli's tired coId sigh "It 'is- the
Lord; let Him do what seemeth him good S| Sam 2:18. i a

The suffering of Christians, howeVEr, is not only a testing and a bene-

ficial chastisement from God; it is, as the Lord says expressly, a temptation.
In Gethsemane the time had now’' c0me which Jesus had foretold, when Satan sought
to sift the disciples as wheat and hankered especially after: Péeter. The severe-
suffering of Christ in Gethsémane was a' second temptation of Satam. And at the:
same time the temptation-extends'to the disciples of Jesus:

In suffering and great' sorrow Satan draws near to us.’ Through'bodily
temptation, trouble; pain, need, want he’ wants' to get‘us away ftom God, faith,
and obedience. ' During the diffiéult tour of spiritual témptation he shOots his
poisonous arrows Into the heart and fills the soul with terrox and horror,. awak-
ens sadness and despondency, and in such a way tries to extinguish the smoking
flax and break the weak reed. Behind the world which threatens, ridicules, scoruﬁ
oppresses, and persecutes the Christian stands the wicked one, the prince of
this world.

See how excited: that mob of murderers is' Judas and the high priests
do not_have to wrestle with sleep but quickly and zealously prepare torches,
lamps ‘svords,” The world’-does not rest in its malice and hatred of Christ and
tiredlessly, cunningly forges bonds and chains for Christ and his disciples.

And in the threatenings and curses of the WOrld the roaring 1ion mingles his
frightening voice. R

NeVertheless we'are’ to watch, supplicate, gigh, gird our loins, gathp
er all our -power, put on the weapons of light, ih order that we may’ stand and
conquer in the evil day and now as well, - But'the disciples:of the Lord sleep -
so deeply and heavily right in the midst of swords, staves, bBcourges, and bonds!
We are sleepy warriors., We ignore the foe, his cunning and power; 'we pay no *
attention to the snares and nets which are spread for us in the many dangers
and temptations whith ‘surround us; we'regard temptation as an insignificant, *
little evil which will disappear by itself’ “we -think it scarcely worth the
trouble to pray against it and 80 on' our way securely and carlessly ~- until
suddenly Judas is at the door and thé hellish laughter of ‘the murderous mob a=
wakens us ‘from our dream; but theh it is too late to' arm and exercise ourselves
in our weapons. Or we gee the foe and become frightened at his power and believe
that such a temptation is to severe for us, that we could not empty the cup;  w
lose courage, and do not earnestly believe and pray, but as the disciples gave
the Lord unintelligible answers in their sleep and did not know what they spoke,
so we grunt out a few thoughtless sighs and complaints and despair of helping.
ourselves and the help of ‘the Lord. That's what has often happened to uss-'0h3
that we may correctly percelve and remember ourselves and our weakness! -How -
unseemly it is to sleep in the midst of storm, struggle, temptation and be
ashamed of our laziness. ‘ s :

' " And not only in our own suffering but even when we see the same suffer-
ing come upon our brethren we often tiredly and peevishly close our eyes. Before |
their very eyes the disciples saw their Lord and Master tremble, fear, pout out
sweat and blood, and yet they 'promptly fell asleep, And we see our brethren,
Christ's brethren poor humble Christians groan and sink under the heavy burden
of suffering, we see¢ how they vrestle with sweat, blooed, and 1life itself for '
their very existence,’ wé hear the complaints and groans of the tempted, afflic-
ted, forsaken, and despairing -« and’'actually close our eyes, ears, snd hearts
and dully and indifferently pass by on the other side.

K ‘Nowadays people complain about the ‘'sleep which ‘warits to make itself
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master of Christendom, yes, cven of orthodox Christendom.
wish and hope expressed that God would send tribulation and
sleepers, That is the wrong way to figure.
‘said and‘thought, vhen he was grieved at the unbelief, indolence, and hardness
of heart of his disciples, "I will wait until my time is ended, until I must
suffer and die, when my weak friends will become heroes" -- he would have been
bitterly deceived. Ah, no, temptation in itself, ecven severe temptation, does
not nccessarily arouse the sleeping from their s

» leep, but often submerges them
in still greater indolence and dullness. The story in our text proves that. We
therefore do not want to place our hope upon the future, nor in o later test,

Oor a more opportunc time, but now, while we are still in the beginning of‘suf-
fering and must not yet resist to the death, in this time while we can still
find it bearable but while dangers and temptations cnough surr
keep our eyes open, resist ~sleep, and be ashamed of our ipdol

One often hears the
thus awaken the
Had Christ ‘in the days of his flesh

ound us, we must
énce .

. Yes, we must be heartily ashamed; for such sleeping 1is not ohly dis-
obedience, but deserves the greatest punishment. The Lord's rcpeated call re-~
minds us not only of our indolence but reprimands it. The Lord had warned his
disciples in advance, "All ye shall be offended because of me." Mt 26:31. And
then vhen they wanted to and had fallen asleep, the Lord did not slacken' in ‘ad-
monishing them, “Watch and pray'" Yet they time and time again fell asleep.
They did not really take the Lord's word to heart. We also have ‘the Lord's A
word, From every page of God's Word admonitions and warning shout with words
like this, "Be vigilant! Watch and pray! Be sober!" We ignore this carncst
voice. This is worthy of punishment. : o R
The Lord's Word contains not only earnest admonitions and warning but
the Lordspeaks to us in a friendly and winning way, He said, "Simon, couldst
not thou watch with me one hour?"” He does not lay too much upon us. Only one
hour to watch and pfay.4 As Peter says in his epistle, we will suffer only a
short time here below. Our suffering brings us into fellow;hip with Christ in -
his‘suffering. Ve are to watch and pray with him, This very suffering, this
temptation proves that we are Christians, Christ's disciples, Therefore we
should boastingly say, "Oh, blessed cross' It is the cross of my Redeemer!'
Couldest not thou watch with me one hour?" - '
Because we suffer with Jesus and Jesus with us,
ability to endure the trial. 1Is it not a terrible sin if we refuse this power
and ability and, vhilst we could bear the burden, in’selﬁ;will and peevishness
collapse under the easy yoke, the light burden of Christ, fold our hands in our
lap, and fall a51eep? vhen we rob‘our;elves’of the blessed, syeet comfort with
which Jesus refreshes his suffering disciples, when we are partakers of Christ's
suffering? = vhen we sét aside Christ's power, comfort, and word, are not inter-
_ested in watching and hearing, and brood over our own dark, gloomy thoughts?
| Watching and praying is the only thing which the Lord demands of us,
He does not say, "Wrestle! Struggle! Conquer!" He says, "Watch and pray!'" We
. are only to watch, be on guard, pay at;ention to the dangers and the foes, and}
when we catch sight of the foe, when suffering and struggle approach, to pray,
to sigh to God, We are absolutely not to stand inp ohr'own‘power, but in God's
power and with God's help; Christ will struggle and gain the victory for us;
but in every case we are to perceive and admit the danger and our helplessness
and desire and delight in his assistance. Yet even to 1ift up praying hands we
are often too sleepy, too pecvish. Is that not inexcusabla? : :

we have 'the power and

o II.
The Lord reprimands our indolénce vwhen he crie

§ to us, '"Watch and
pray'" However, he also wants to help us,

"Hith this same call he awakens us
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from our sleep. . e e . . i o
_The disciples slqép,_bht,the Keeper of Israel does not slumber nor

sleep. They are too annoyed Lo pray, so he prays for them; unflaggingly he
goes back and forth; he speaks with his Father and then with his disciples. And
finally, when he awakened them from their sleep and led them out to meet the
foe, even then he once more impressively exhorted them, Until Judas arrived,
he spoke with them and warned thém dgainst_sééurity;' Judas interrupts him in
such a talk, Pray lest ye enter. into temptation!" S o

. And so he'does to this very day. He can not deny himself. He con-
stantly awakens us from our sleep. He remains with us in his Word. He sends
his preachers and commands them to awaken the congrepation in his name. He
sends them to' individuals who want to relax. He exhorts the Christians to spur,
entice, and incite each other on. How faithful he means to be to us! How often
we have sét his Word aside, did not hear it at all, or heérd it with half an
ear, recad it with sleepy eyes, and could scarcely watch one hour with Jesus,
scarcely_spick it out the one hour listening to the sermon, whereas we let our-
seves be chained for hours on end by worldly trifles. And yet our faithful
Lord and Master has not. withdravwn his hand or Word and time and again speaks to
us earnestly as a friend. And in the days of visitation and suffering he sup-.
ports us ‘with his'powerful Word, picks our sorrowing, despairing heart from the
depths by his Word and Spirit, and turns our eyes and attention to himself. And
1f one temptation has passed by and a second, perhaps a stronger ‘one, soon fol-
lowso,be.ﬂtilizes the spare time fully and prepares us by his Word and Spirit
forvfu:;het resistance, This is his ‘holy will: he wants tg preserve us in temp-
tation, he does not want to 'let us sink 'as once he had provend it in the case of
Peter. In the midst of his shaking and fedr, in thé sorrow of his soul his heart
still beats_in bﬁr@ing love for Histdisﬁiples, for us unthankful peevish children.

His Word actually has the power to awaken one from sleep. His call
was so powerful that it actually penetrated the deep sleep of the three disci-
ples. "Watch and pray'" -- that is not only the counsel of a faithful friend;
it is a call to awaken us whiéh at the Same time gives us the powér to do so. As
the lord caused the sick to get up with the words, "Arise!'" and had recalled the
dead to 1ife, so his Word was and is able to awaken tired, fearful souls from the
sleep of death. Yes, his Word can give life even to the spiritually dead. He
says, "The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of .the
Son of God." Jn 5:25. It is indecd .the Word of the living God. In Gethsemane
Jesus had'jpst called God his Father and by scnding the angel God recognized him
as his Son.’' The voice of Cod's Son penetrated into the depths and breaks all,
chains and bonds by which Satan has bound thg soul. A o -
S . And 1t is not only the voice of God's Son. but at th¢ same time the
voice of a faithful friend, our Bréther, who in a friendly and pleasant way a&=
soclates with his brethren, even the weak and sleeping. So intimately he spcaks
to Feter, the way brother does to brother, friend to friend, "Simon, couldest
not thou watch with me one hour?" Sympathetically he says to his disciples,
Sleep on now and take your rest." (German: Do you want .to $leep and rest now?™)
. He 1s a true man. Before the eyes of his disciples he had just humbled
himself most deeply, ~-- to the very dust. He constantly returned from prayer B
to his d1591P1€S ~-- for the sake of his diséipléS”in order to awaken and strength-
en them, bUt,01§0 for his own sake; in his loncsomeness he desired the comfort
of his fellowmen, and, when the disciples denied him this comfort and spoke only
unintelligibly with him, he comforted himself at least by seeing the disciples,
the people whose flesh and blood he assumed, for whom he was to suffer and die.
Word. It Yg Pezciize and hear this friepd}y, brotherly voice even today in his
g .h oo pu ‘e thgt to win{ bind, comfort, and strengthen man's heart.
nd that .is why God's Son became a.man-.in order -to redeem us, to suffer and die
for us. His call, "Watch and’'prayl" has power and-finds a response in our.
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hearts; for it is the voice of our Redcemer. and Bridegroom who has won his
Bride and will not let go. "Watch and pray, lest ye’enter into temptation."”
He is so concerncd that the Lemptation does not cause us to fall nor go astray
concerning faith, love, and steadfastness. He says to his disciples before he
admonished them for the last time to pray, 'Behold,the hour is at hand, and the
Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners." Mt 26:45. Once again he
reminds his disciples of the fact that according to the Father's counscl he
would be delivered to sinners as the Son of man and mankind's Redeemer in order
to die for,sinners, in order to redeem sinners by his death from the devil,sin,
and nll temptations. Our Redeemer who has gloriously exccuted God's counsel,
cries with a loud voice, "Watch and pray\" Our past unfaithfulness, unthank-
fulness, and indolence should not deter us from grasping his saving,strengthen-
ing hand anew. Through his death he has taken away all our sins of which we,
should be ashamed. His grace and forgiveness cncourages the fearful so that
they during and in spite of all weakness they constantly approach Jesus and
with the disciples follow him. , E

Yes, because his Word 1is God's call and the voice of our Brother and
Redeemer it has the power to- awaken and move our souls. It teaches us to watch,
shows us the cunning of Satan, the deceit of sin, and the good will of Cod,
teaches us to pray, inclites and entices us to call, pray, praise, and thank.
Just so that in all weakness we do not lose sight of Jesus and his Word com-
pletely, just so that we agaln come and hear although we often are timid and
shy! The disciples had followed Jesus into the garden, remained close to him,
could therefore always hear his voice, and, after they had forsaken him in his
death, they drew near to his grave and immediately heard the Easter message,
followed their Lord to Galilee and there heard what he had to say to them. 1If
only we will hear and remain close to the Word! That is the only means whereby

the Lord awakens our soul out of sleep and security.

Decause the Word has power it also has results, The Lord Jesus real-
ly awakened his disciples from their slecp and in spite of thelr sleep deliv-
ered them from severe temptation in Gethsemane. He says, "It 1is enough."

Mk 14:41. The first things which was ordained that he and his disciples should
endure in Gethsemane was gone, had been conquered. Satan had not yet been able
to turn the disciples away from their lord and Master. And when soon therecafter
they forsook him and Feter denied him, Jesus with his Word led the scattered
group back together again, called them to repent, gathered, comforted, and ‘
strengthened them, Judas the lost child, whom he had to exclude from his high
priestly prayer, was outside. But the ecleven, w?o composed the ciycle of dis-
ciples in Gethsemane, were protected by the Lord's intercession, faithfulness,
and watchfulness; even later in the tribulations of their apostolic office

and in their martyr's death they were preserved.

Yes, our souls are indeed lifted up in his hands. That is why we are
confident and certain. Such certainty does not nourish and strengthen fleshly
security. In the final analysis the secure do not ask at all about the Lord
and are not concerned about the salvation of thelr souls. The disciples of the
Lord, even the weak, want to remain with the lord; they want to be preserved
and saved by him; they therefore, although often in grcat weakness, commend
their souls to their faithful Savior and the Word of grace; though it may often
be with clouded eyes, they. look up to Jesus, the Author and Finisher of their
faith.-and in their. weakneas call, "Lord, increase my faith' Oh, God, for-;
sake me not'" And the Lord hears them and delivers them out of all their temp-
tafibn, even the last trial. At the end he says, "Ye have continued with me in

‘my temptations. And I appoint unto you d kingdom." 1Lk 22:28.29. Amen.
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S5th SERMON

Matthew 26:47.48; Mark 14:43.44; Luke 22:47; John 18:3-9 -

~ The-lord had 'said to his disciples, "It is enough." ' He had just ended
hid difficult struggle, his ardent prayer; he was still busy awakening and ad-
monishing his disciples 'when Judas with the ungodly mob was at the gate of the
garden. He goes from one suffering into the next. Wave follows wave. No rest
1s granted- the Suffering Savior. The suffering of his soul was past; immedi-
ately the physical suffering began. Satan, who has pressed the Lord's soul so
hard, now led this murderous mob armed with’swords and staves, lamps and torches
into the field against the Strong One. - =~~~ ¢ : :

N - We remain on the Mount of Olives. First the lord trod the winepress
alpﬂe,"theﬂ'he associated with his disciples; our text shows him surrounded by
foes and ginners who want to carry out their evil counsel and will against him.
He carried out’ what he, trembling and fearing, groaning and wrestling, had prom-
ised Cod; "They will be done! I will drink the cup," and proved it by his deed.
He was not such a human being who regretted any act. We weak sinful human be-
ings are courageous when we do not see the foe and make heroic-resolutions be-
fore the battle; but when the foe comes and the battle becomes earnest, then
we begin to tremble and fear. It was the opposite with Christ. Amid fear and
trembling he decided, "I will take bonds, stripes, scourge, and cross upon me'

-- and now that the hour of carrying out the test had come he was calm and
courageously met the foe., , S . : o

Yes, the hour had not come when the Son of man would be delivered into
the hands of sinners. Here on the Mount of Olives he vas betrayed, seized, and
bound, That is the second suffering which came to him in Gethsemane: after the
mental suffering the arrest., The arrest of the Son of man is reported as the -
Lenten story continues, That could indeed offend the'disciples as it still
could offend weak Christians today, "God's Son arrested by men? ' The Holy One’
in the Hands of sinners? -Is that actually Christ the Son of God, the Savior
of the world?” ~ In order to remove this offerice, the Holy Spirit inserted the
important remark {nto the story of Jesus' arrest, "But all this was done, that
the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled." Mt 26:56a. Christ himself
cried as he let himself be bound, "But how then shall the Scriptures be ful-
filled, -that thus it must be?" Mt 26:54, Christ must be given into the hands
of sinners, * ° e I : -

It is true; sinners have seized him, That was a sacrilege without
qual. Ygt in all that the counsel of God was done, who makes even evil serve
his purpose. We say: God gave Christ into the hands of sinners. God so loved
the world that he gave ‘his only begotten Son. CGod -spared not his only Son but
delivered him up for us all. = : SR R : ¥

‘Md not only the Father's but the Son's own will was was:also done.
The Father gave his son into the hands of men. But the Son also surrendered him-
self to hia‘foes; That is pictured to us most vividly ‘in the Lenten text before
us. Before it relates that Jesus was betrayed by Judas ‘and seized by his foes,
it 'is expressly noted and stated that this was not done without and against his
y#ll but accoxrding to his will, yes, upon his command, Jesus gave himgelf into
the hands of his foes. ' This holy will, this unique-deed of Jésus destroys all
offence and contributed to our great comfort, strengthening us in our suffering.
We see from this that he sacrificed himsclf of his own free will. His sacrifice
is.therefore acceptable to God; it is powerful and avails before him, From
this we see that he was far superior to his cnemies. He was the Stronger One.
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In the end he oﬁtained the victory. He is able to protect us against ouf foes.
We therefore as the title to this portion of the Lenten story and our text for
this cvening's meditation say:

CHRIST SURRENDERS HIMSELF TO HIS FOES

‘That 1is :
‘ 1. A Proof of His High Priestly Love,
ITI, An Indication of His Royal Powcr and Majesty.

I,

Jesus' hiph priestly love shines out from the text before us. y

Jesus surrendercd himself to his enemies. He goes to meet his. foes,
who entered through the gates of the garden, and offers himself.  Before when -
his hour had not yet come he often withdrew from those who wanted to seize him.
No person dared harm a hair of his head. He must work, preach, and do good as
long as it was day. But now the night, the hour of darkness, the hour appoint~
ed by the Father had come; he not only did not cvade his murderers but went up
to them and surrendered himself to them. ' S :

When GCod wanted to settle accounts with sinful Adam in the Garden of .
Eden, man hid himself under the trees of the garden. Now when God wanted to
settle accounts with the second Adam, visit upon him the sins of Adam and all
humanity they did not havé to secek and call for thg second Adam very long, He
was ready to withstand the malice and rage of men and the vengeance of God. He
was as obedient as he had promised God he would be; he stood the test. He
brought a fully conscious, freewilling, and therefore a living, efficacious sac-
rifice to God. As the Lamb of God he patiently faced the sword of the murder~
er. As Priest and Mediator he‘offered himself. ‘ - ,

He went fully conscious to his suffering. ‘"Jesus therefore, knowing
all things that should come upon, went forth," Jn 18:4;  that is what we read
in our Lenten text. He saw the powerful hostile mob, the sword. and staves; he
knew what other fearful pains still awaited him. He knew that the Scriptures
must be fulfilled. Yes, in eternity he himself had joined in forming the coun=
sel of the Holy Trinity. Through his Spirit,the Scriptures, the prophets he
had foretold it. 1In his first epistle Peter expressly says that Christ's spir-
it foretold his suffering and the glory which followed through the prophets.

1 Pet 1:10. On several occasions he had spoken to his disciples about the fact
that the Son of man would be given into the hands of sinners. And even though
shortly before in the moment of his deep humi%ity ?hen he cried, "Oh my Father
if it be possible, let this cup pass from me,” God's counsel had been obscured
to his human vonsciousness, 1t was nov clear again to his soul, He wanted to
suffer in a fully conscious condition and so he did:. He saw death, he tasted
and felt the bitterness of death and that means also cternal death, the pain

of hell and the wrath of God in body and soul, ‘ , .

Even if the Son of God suffered and felt the pain accerding to his
human nature, he alone took all this suffering.and pain upon himself, It was
the suffering of God's Sonm, tha Cmniscient. How that happened we cannot under-
stand. But we do know that because the God-man not only endured all the sting
of sin, all the pains of death aud hell and God's wrath but suffered, felt, and
experienced all this fully and consciously, he repaid completely and fully the
wages of sin to the last penny; thus we are redecemed not only from sin, death,
hell, and wrath but also from an evil conscience, the fear of death, and the
pain of hell., It was not as the Reformed say that this pain which the man Jesus
endured on the cross disturbed the Son of God as little as the sun is disturbed
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when a tree upon which it shined- is felled with an ax. Then our comfort would
be gone. Then we would have to cross the words, "For the sake of thy bitter
suffering and, death"’out of our’ co fession of sins, prayers,rsnd confegsion of
faith. For what would it ‘profit us if only a man sufﬁeredibitterly and,died?
. f».‘ .

And as Jesus went to his suffering fully conscious, So he also went
of his own free will, '"Jesus went forth," i.e., out of the inner part of the
garden to meet the wicked mob. Then wan fulfilled what his Spirit had predic~
ted, "Lo, I come; 1in the volume of the book it is written of me, I delight to
do thy will, O my Cod." Ps 40:7.8, He gave himself =~ Jesus Christ the God=-man.
He, the true God, the All Knowing, the Almighty, whe with his divine call, "I am
he," hurled his foes to the ground had givén himself.,: What a great sacrifice!
Divine and human will completely one in the obedience of suffering. Perfect
obedience! He wanted to suffer; not only did he permit it; he not only gave
himself like one.who fearfully and desparingly at last givea in to the inevitable;
no, he himself chose the suffering joyfully; ‘he confesses from & full heart,
"I come. My God, I do your will gladly.” Oh, a precious worthy sacrifice of o-
“ bedience! - He gave himself as an-offering and sacrifice to God for a sweetsmell-
ing savor. Eph 5: 2, By his 'will we are sanctified reconciled and redeemped.
Heb 10:10.  He was High Pritst and Substitute. He surrenders hhmself to his
foes. and liberated his disciples. The Shepherd goes into death. Thus the sheep
are free.  And how his high priestly heart burns with love toward sinners! How
he longs for death! In holy ardent desire to die for sinners he says .to his
murderers, "I am he! -- Arrest only me'" And when they lay stunned on the ground,
he set them on their feet, he not only permitted but commanded them to selze
him. His holy will: ‘and wishto die for sinners is much stronger and ardent
than the evil will and plan of the foe to kill this Holy Person. "I cannot
fathom with my reason to what one might compare this love. Thousand, thousand
thanks shall be, DeareSt Jesus unto thee."

~ You see, his holyl willing love has gone out into the world; he has
completed his great work. As the. perfect High Priest, as the Savior and Redeemer
endorsed and crowned by God, he still stands in the midst of the sinful world of
men; . ‘he sees all sinners and goes after them; through his Spirit and ministers
he speaks to their heart and conscience, "Whom seek ye? I am he.” As in-the,
days. of. his humily he testified to tae Samaritans who were convicted of their
guilt and condemned by their conscicnde, as he testified to his anxious disciples
after his resurrection, ‘"I am he' ~- the Savior of tke world, so he still testi-
fied today, as the Exalted One who sits on the right hand of God, to all sinners,
Jews and Gentiles, even:to these. most wicked sinners who carried these murderous
weapons. in their hands, "I am he -« Return to me' I have redeemed you by my bit-
ter suffering and bloody obedience." He testifies to us all time after time, "I
am he! Whom seek ye? For what ars you still s=cking? - Blessed is the man that
heareth me, watching daily at my gaizs, walting ‘at the posts of my doors., For
whoso findeth me .findeth life, and zhall obtain favor of the Lord." Prov 8:364.,
35. And the bride replies, "I will rise now, and go about the city in the
streets, and in the broad way, I will seek him whom my soul loveth." Song of
Sol 3:2. And they hear and recognize the voice of the Bridegroom. Whoever has
found and ever seeks and finls, whoever believes, he boasts; "And the life which
I riow live in the flesh I live by the - faith of the Son of God} who loved me, and
gave himself for me."v Gal 2:20. ,

, R . .
Jesus, however not only qhowed and wanted to sh0w his high priestly

love bj giving himself up but also. his royal pewer and mgje ty.
He did not let himself be boungd’ and seized because he Was weak. ~Accord

. L . L e ]
L S
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ing to outward appearances he was a Nazarene, a despilased descendant. For our:
sakes he wanted to become despised and rejected. Nevertheless he was and re-
mains a King, the truc Messiah of David's stem. At the very beginning of the
struggle he showed that the Lion from the Stem of Judah had conquered. As the
first David with merely a sling and a stone but in the name of the Lord of
hosts ran to meet Goliath and won the victory, so the second David without
sword ond spear met the armed mob and laid it low with a single word of his
mouth and thus presaged the final defeat of all his foes. le was the Stronger
Onec who frightened the strong one of this world and has him under his control;
in pgiving vent to their malice they-dared go only as far as he permits. He is
the Strong Onc who protects his poor, weak disciples and leads them unscathed
throuph lions and scorpions, swords and staves. To strengthen our faith and
hope we will ponder somcwhat more closely this royal power and majesty which
Jesus permits ug to sce behind his wecakness and humility in the very moment
when he becomes weal and allowed himsclf to be bound like enfeebled Samson., .

Yes, Jesus of Nazareth is the.King, the King of the Jews, King of
hcaven and ecarth, who frightens and strikes down all his foes, the strong and
defiant of the world., A strong well-armed host of all kinds of people from: all
ctations of life, worldly and spiritual, lords and servants, important and un~ °
important, Jews and heathen came out against him. The ma#n strength consisted
of a host of Roman soldlers, at any rate a large part, since a captain of 1000
commanded them.: However, the rcal ringleaders who had gotten this armed band
from the governor were the Jecws, and particularly the spiritual leaders of the
the Pharisees, their strictest, holiest sect, then their fellow members
of the Sanhedrin, the high priest, the elders and Scribes; and that nonc of ‘
the dignitaries be missing the leaders and wardens of the temple. They had -
delegated servants to arrest Jesus; they themsclves would wait for him in the
palace of the Sanhedrin; yet a few could not deny themselves the devilish,
malicious joy of helping to capturc the hind which' they had hunted bhefore, the

Later Jesus spokec especially to these high priests

innocent sacrificial Lamb.
and leaders of the temple. But the leader of this murderous host was Judas,one

people:

of Jesus' own disciples. - . » V
And this murderous mob carried powerful wcapons: ‘swords and, in casc

it should come to hand to hand fighting with the disciples, Staves, despite the
shining moon, torches and in casc the wind should cxtinguish them, lanterns.The
’ the house of prayer where Jesus was

attack was well planned. So Gethscmane,
accustomed. to pray with his disciples became a den of murderers. »
Such an army with such weapons did not leave only at that time, nor

did it leave only Jerusalem to go against Jesus of Nazareth, that despised,
hated man. This army is always under arms and battles against Christ, his CGos-
pel, Christ's Church and disciples. The first Christian church was persecuted
’ tormented by the aroused heathen mob, And the’

the Roman army :
for 300 years by the synaéogue of Satan, helped to stir up the fires ac~
- Many Judases and many ‘apostdates play the traitor. The

pope and his followers attacked the teaching and church of Luther, the pure Gos-
pel, forced the emperor to use the sword and arouscd all the people against it -
so éhat even the ‘simple zealously brought wood to burn the Lutheran heretics.

: bers strengthen the evil business. 1In our day

And ‘alsc brethren and mem Y
tze E:?chz zhd rulers of the earth and the people in general are no less un-

friendly and hostile toward the despised scct who call themselves Lutherans,
especially the upright carnest Christisns, cven though open war has not broken -
our in all so-called Christian lands, However the falsc Protestant, the spuri-

| \ " the spiritual dignitaries, the heroes of the day, the well-known
Ous lutherans, P .Judas is also ‘to be found today and furnishes

theologians, are our worst foes. ’ ‘
the ungelieéers with reasons and pretexts for derisiom, slander, persccution.
Even the weapons which Christ's -foes usec have remained the same at all times:

synagogue of the Jews,
cording to their powers.
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swords, stdves,imprigonment,’ governmental and police force, and:lantérns and
liphts§, the wisdom and enlightemaent of this world, all kinds of -stratagems
tricks,and lies. That 1is the power of the enemy.

Jasus gnd the church of Jesus go to meet this power without. fear and
dread, courageously and confidently. -Those who are with us are more than those
who are with them. 'The foes 6f Christ themselves suspect that their side:is the
weaker. To summon such a great host of armed soldiers against a poor rabbi of .
" the' Jews and his poor weak disciples, so much power, ragé, malice, so much rid--
“icule and wit apainst Christians- scattered here and there, .is that not foolish-

nesa? But it is at the' same time proof of the weakness and secret fears of the
foe. Their password is, "Jesus of-Nazareth! Hence'he is not from Bethlehem)
Jesus a mere man! What have we to do with him?" But silently they do not lose
sight of the possibility that this Jesus of Nazareth is the one who sould come,
that he is the one for whom the Christians confess him to be. Therefore this
concern, this watchfulnessz and activity, the rage and bitter anger in the camp
of the enemy. And with their weapons they strike and judge themaclves. They
seize swords and staves against Jesus, the King of truth, hence they give up
all claims to reason and proofs for their accusations and blasphemies. Or
they = bring lamps and torches, the wretched dismal 1light of reason. s
o But what they secretly suspect and fear, Jesus of Nazareth now shows
ha showed them that then when he humbled himself the most deeply.’ Jesus:

went up to hig foes, looked at them, and said, 'Whom scek ye?!
of Nazareth."

them;

\ They' said, "Jegus
They were blinded. *In spite'of the full moon, in spite of the

torches anﬁ”lnnterne‘thedeid not recognize Jesus whom they had seen again 80
often these last doys in the temple. ' As the people of Sodom were blinded so
that they could not seize Lot nor find his house, as the4Syrians‘uere'5mitten
with blindness so that they did not recognize the prophet Elisha when he came
into their camp, so also'weré'theféyea of these soldiers closed. Nlindness lﬁ
the beginning of Jesus' victory and judgment upon his foes. .The unbelievers '
vho have so often heard the Scriptures ‘in vain finally no longer grasp the simple
Catechism truth and do not understond what a child of seven years understonds.
The enemies of the truth and the pure Gospel at last lose all-ability to hear
the conclusive evidence of the orthodox church. : : .

... Obduracy follows upon blindness, ® Jesus asks,
reproach, "What,
tion.-

) "Whom seek ye?'" The

you ore seeking your King, the Son of David?' lies in this gues-
"You are aeeking to capture and kill mel" Now and then evem the unbe-
lievers and bitterest foes of the truth are conscience smitten by the penetrat-
ing voice which sounds through the Gospel; "Jesus, the legal King and Lord who
has wgn all people through his blood a4nd has a claim upon all souls." BDut woe' .
Like the Jews most shake off all such impressions and ‘knowingly and maliciously

harden themselves agninst the txuth. With an evil conscience they persist in
an avowal of unbelief, "Jepus of Nazareth, a mere man and philosopher. How does
that Jewlsh rabbi concern me?" : i .

‘With the wordo, "I am hé,” the Lord hurls:these -blinded, har

dened ' foes
to the ground,

" , "I am he" ~- that was the came voice which re-echoed on Sinai, .
I am a mighty, ‘jealous God" who had testified ta the patriarchs, "I am the al-
mighty God," who had spoken through the prophets, "I 'am the Lord of hosts." 1t
wos -the voice of the living God. The word of the living God ‘is amongst us; that
13 thé protection and boldness of the church and Christ'n disciples. And this
word which we uge is mighty enough to destroy and overthrow all the bastiono of
Sgtan and stun Christ's foes. Christ and the confession of his faithful wit-..
nessed have outlived the bloody persecutions -in the Roman Empire, hurled: the
tyrants from their thrones, and helped the Church to gain. the victory. The Gos-
pel of Christ has judged the antichrist. He 19 conquered and lies on the ground.,
And that our’ enemies cover us with ridicule and condéemnatory words

and do not even attempt to overthrow our evidence from God's Word i3 aleso a vic-
tory of Christ ond his truth and the defeat of the foe. Christ raises up even



5th Sermon ' . ~31-

his defeated foes with his word and gives them permission and ability to cap-
ture and kill him. Even today he permits the enemies of the Gospel to do as
they please; he gives the people of the earth, also his foes, time to repent.
But woe to those who, as the murderers in Gethsemane, wilfully try Christ pa-
tience and persistently resist the power of Christ's truth, which teatifies to
their conscience! How all these enemies, the worldly foes as well as the apir-
itual, will become frightencd and tremble when on that day he will viaibly ap-
pear and shout his last, "I am he" at them! Then all his cnemies will forever
be his footstool.

All that we have gaid of the supreme authority and victory of Jesus
over his focs is comforting to his disciples who must suffer much with Jesus in
and from the world. That was the intention of the Jews and that is the inten-
tion of the cnemies of the Gospel, ''to destroy all the rest." We also know:
he who 1is with us, Jesus of Nazareth and his holy precious Word, is stronger
than all the power of earth and hell. We expressly hear at the close of our
Lenten text that Jesus spread his almighty hand over his disciples, "If there-
fore ye seek me, let these go their way." Jn 18:8. -- "Of them which thou hast
given me, have I lost none." Jn 18:9. 1In this den of lions Jesus' disciples
were as safe as Daniel. - , :

So the Lord also protects us. No foe dare harm a hair of our head.
He does not let us be tempted above our ability and even though he finally hon=-
ors his Christians with martyrdom, disgrace, and persecution, he, the King, the
Victor, also gives them the power to conquer as he gave it to the apostles. He
protects us body and soul. Our soul is in his high priestly hands which he has
lifted up for his own in prayer so that none of us will be lost, in his royal
hands which extend over us to protect, secure, and hide us.. We remain with him
and comfort ourselves in days of anxiety on earth by this Priest and King and
confidently hoast, "No one can take us out of his hands.'" Amen,

h SERMON

Matthew 26:47-50; Mark l4:43=45; Luke 22:47.48; John 18:2.3.

We have already examined the hostile army which was to seize Jesus
and also briefly menticaed the leader. He was Jud?s Iscariot, one of the
twelvé. He desezved the pre-cminence, the first F.ace among the armv of mur-
derers. He even cxcelled the others, Jews and heathen, in malice. lle was the
most hostile, the bitterest enemy of the Lord. Even in the opinion of the
world a traitor is the one enemy most feared, the most wretched, the most in-
famous scoundrel. The old heathen men%ioncd the names gf the traitors, who be=-
trayed their homeland to their foes, with Joathlvp and h&nded'down~their remem-
brance to posherity to wArm and frighten ch:ldremvand guondchildren,

The Word of Truth, the Holy Scriptures. paince this sin of betrayal
in its truc form and hideous biack colors, When David iled from his Son Absa-
lom, he went bowed and weeping, yet composed and hunble, across the Kidrou, and
then across the boundaries of the promised land. He bore the malice and deceit
of Ziba in silence; he let Shimel curse him. But when he thought of Ahithophel
his trusted friend and counselor who became a traitor, he cried aloud, 'O Lord,
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I pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness." 2 Sam 15:31.

4 But above all is the betrayer of the Son of David;:the Messiah whom A-
hithophel's example foreshadowed; branded even in the writings of the:.0ld Covenant.
In Psalm 55 the true David, the Messiah, complains through the mouth of the
first David, that the foe screams thus and the'godless afflict him, He wishes
for the wings of a dove, so that he could fly away and be at:rest! . But immedi-
ately he restrains himself and says that he wanted to endure it, "For it was
not an enemy that reproached me; then'I could have borne it; neither was it he
that hated me that did magnify himself against me; then I.would have hid myself
from him." And he continues thus, "But it was thou, a man mine equal, my gulde,
and mine acquaintance." Ps 55:12,13, That his friends and companion, his dis-
ciple dishonored him and magnified himself against him, that is unheard of and
unbearable, For' that reason he sighs in the 41lst Psalm over the knavish tricks
which his foes had resolved 'upon about him, and the worst, the most shameful
trick he describes in the words, "Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I
trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me." V.9.
The 69th Psalm contained the prayer of the Messiah during his suffering. ''The
waters are come in ‘unto my soul., , ., They that hate me without a cause. are more
than the hairs'of mine head." v.l.4. The bitterest; the greatest pain he mani-
fests in the complaint, "I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien
unto my mother's children." V.8.

.  And with just as‘many and-just as important words is the picture of
the ‘arch-rogue, miserable Judas, drawn in thé New Testament. Even where Judas
1s mentioned for the first time, in the roster of the apostles, the shameful
epithet is added, "Who also betrayed him.! The Passion Story points its finger
ever and again with special diligence to Judas the traitor. Even there where.
the’POUnqleSS love, mercy, and faithfulness of 'the Savior is remembers, as in. .
the story of the anointing in the home .of Lazarus, at.the foot washing, at the
institution of the Lard's Supper, in the high priestly prayer, the name, the sin,
the faithlessness of Judas is also mentioned as a black, hateful counterpart of
the Lord's love, who loved his own to the very last. The Evangelist Matthew
paints in detail the terrible end of the traitor with impressive words. After
the resurrection and ascension of Jesus, the eleven could not immediately re-
cover from the horror with which the example of Judas had filled them. In the
first conference which the apostles held, Peter, as it were, could not find
words enough to characterize the sin and ‘punishment of Judas according to its.

merits. The fall of Judas is presented in Holy Scripture as an earnest warning
and fearful judgment. : : I '

His fall should serve as a warning for us Christians. For Judas was
one qf the twelve , a disciples of Jesus, We Christians indeed are startled at
the malice and insolence 'of Christ's foes, Jews and heathen, but no less should
we be afraid of ourselves, tremble at the thought that even as a Christian, a
fr;end and disciple of Jesus can become.an enemy of Christ, yes,‘ﬁOYE‘WiCked
than tb@ godless Jews and heathen vho nailed the Lord of glory to the cross.
And said to say, Judas has become the forerunner of many ather friends and dis-
Qiples of Jesusl Let us therefore watch and pray, be afraid of ourselves, and
be on guard, ‘that we ‘do not fall into ‘the -.same unbelief -and in wholesome fear
and humility contemplate the warning example of Judas, which often and especial-
ly in our text meets us in the Passion Story; -let us learn from it how we can
avgid such a sin. With this in mind we will speak on

| THE BETRAYAL OF JUDAS
and dirgct,our attention to these points:- |

«I. What This Sin is, . ‘ o -
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II. How it Arises,
II1, How the Betrayal Disguises Itself,
IV. How.Jesus Meets the Traitor.

I.

Wherein does the sin of betraval consists?

Judas, onc of the twelve, had betrayed Jesus. It is a sin of which
only a disciple, a belicver is capable. Betrayal is unfaithfulness, a fall from
Christ. And only he can fall from Christ who at first had clung to Christ. Ju-
das knew the lord; with Peter the the eleven he had confessed, "Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God." Mt 16:16, He knew that Jesus was from a-
bove and could easily have guarded himself against his enemies. That is why he
had expressly impressed upon the Jews, '"Take him, and lead him away safely."

He had also known the Love of Jesus. He had been a witness of the
service of love and comforting words with which Jesus had wanted to assure and
seal to his disciples his love as Shepherd and Savior; he witnessed the foot-
washing and the Last Supper. He knew that Christ should redeem Israel.

That murderous mob, which he led, did not know what it was doing,when
they took the Lord of glory and nailed him to the cross. Judas knew very well "
what he did, when he surrendered the Lord of glory to that mob., That is what
the sin of betrayal consists of; Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Savior of
the world is surrendered; he of whom one knows: this is the true God and e~
ternal 1ife and salvation is to be found in no other is rejected and despised.
Is there greater folly and malice? : :

, And not only have these Judases known that Jesus is lhie who should
come, that Jecus is the Christ, but in the moment that they write Jesus a bill.
of divorce and press it into his hand they are conscious that they have re-
nounced. the Son of God, their only Redeemer. Judas saw up to the very time that
he betrayed Jesus and preceded that mob the glory of the Son of God; he saw
how he hurled his foes to the ground and mightily protected his faithful dis-
ciples; he saw the divine power .and incarnate love. - .

Yet what 1is even worse, Judas had not only known certain facts about
the Lord Jesus; not even the unbelicving Jews could have entirely avoided the’
impression that Jesus was he of whom the Scriptures testified -~ Judas had also
come to know the power and love of the Son of God, the Savior, in his soul.Once
he had the living faith. In faith he had testified of the power of Jesus to
the world; he had gone out with the other disciples, preached in the namec of
Jesus, healed the sick, drove out devils. And even shortly before at the foot-
washing he had tasted the infinite love of the Lord. Jesus had washed also his
feet. The sin of betrayal conslsts in forcibly throwing Christ, who had won
him, out of his heart. What texrible power and unfathomable depths of malice!-
Christians who have tasted the graclous Word of God and the power -of the. world
to come forcibly shake off the saving faith and all previous religious experi-

ence.,

‘ The heart is withdrawn from the only Lord, the Almighty, the Gracious
and Merciful and is surrendered to sin and vanity as Judas did to mammon, -at-
taching it to carthly things, sccking in temporal luxury one's happiness,heaven,
blessedness, is a slave to greed or lust and passion. How disgraceful and de-
grading' The soul which hitherto delighted in and was refreshed by the gracious
Word of God, Christ's grace, and the pure joys of heaven now fills itsclf with
the husks which the swine eat, with vulgar lusts, with the unclean goods, joys,
and honor of this vain world. Whereas Christ the Lord had hitherto guided body
and soul and planned resolutions and works pleasing to God, such a Judas now
places the will, mind, and thoughts of the soul and his members into the
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servicégnf unrighteousness, into thé slavish service of greced, ambition, and
the lust of the world.

What a frightful mixture of devilish marice and folly.v Satan need now
show and offer a Judas whose soul loves money and empty things in order to be
able to bring him to the final step of apostacy all the kingdoms of the world
and say to him, "All these things will I give thee, if you wilt fall down and
worship me." Mt 4:9. Thirty pieces of silver is the ridiculously small gain,

a wretched business advantage, a single fleeting intoxication of the senses which
takes the last remnanta of faith and piety from the heart. In the final contract
which.the devil draws up with the faithless disciple of Jesus he usually writes
down a small amount, The game is that easy. « So easily do Christians let them-
selves be deluded. If only we would view not only the great wealth, treasures,
and honor the world, not only the grossly sunsual, filthy lusts and joys of the
world, but also the 30 pieces of silver, every quick ecasy gain, every friendly"

expression which the world casts upon us with searching eye and suspicious
glance!

A Christian can become a traitor for the price of a rag.

And the apostate now becomes the bitter foe of his former Lord. Judas
was the most malicious foes af Christ. He was more guilty of the death of this
righteous man than Pilate .and the Jews who cried,:'"Crucify him'. Crucify him'"
The innocent blood of Christ.clung chiefly to his hands and burdened his con-
science. Like a greedy hound he preceded the while nocturnal hunters and tracked
the hind which had been chased before. It can be no other way. A sharp sting
remains behind in the hearts of the disloyal who have knowingly and wilfully
sold themselves to sin and Satan. They can not -forget that they have rejected
the Son of God, their Savior and now kick against the pricks. Their evil con=
science boils over in poison,  gall, rage, and.enmity. Or their soul is filled

vith secret hatred and bitter anger against him who loved them and whom they
once loved from their heart.: .

Alas, we are not speakingxof a few exceptional cases. Chufch history«
can produce a large army.of Judases.: And the Lord knows of. many more Judases
than man does. In the ancient church there was a- large society:of deniers and.’
betrayers, who had abjured Christ's name and made it their business to go and
betray to Jewish or.heathen. persecutors the.peaceful Gethsemanes where Christians
were-accustomed. to.pray and give honox to Christ. At the time of the Reforma-
tion- the false brethren,, who misused the freedom of the Gospel and lived accord-
ing to the flesh, did the Gospel the greatest harm, After Luther's:death they
brought his young church to the brink of ruin through their alliance with Rome.
And in this our day the treacherous companions in the faith, so- callcd Luther-
ans, are the bittercst foes of the old pure doctrine. .

The latest events in the church which took place in our. old homeland
is just such a treacherous knavish trick which is played upon Christ and the
newly awakened truth, So-called faithful confessional Christians and ministers
have dreadfully mutilated the mysteries of the Christian faith and the congre-
gation which Christ has purchased with his own blood, surrendered it to mockers
and blasphemers, and use the sharpest weapons and words against the small flock
of the faithful, who want to rescue the honor of the Lord and have therefore de-
clared thcmselves frece from all ‘the foes of the faith, The prophecy of the Lord
vhich should be fulfilled before ‘the end, is frightfully fulfilled “"The lovc of
many'" =- many who formerly believed -- "will grow cold." ’

Even in .this country there blows a cutting wind which easily cools
faith and lave. Here rules a religion of ‘the world and mammon whose statutes
directly oppose the way -which Christ has taught. Just so we do mot betray the
pure teaching of Christ and our good canscience .to this mammon religion, to the’
spirit of our times! Even in our circles there are known Judases,; who have left

use and now.revile and insult their former companions in the faith; they are
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known disloyal people and slaves of vice who, even if they do not mock, still
injure the truth and give the the foe reason for blasphemy. And there are con-
cealed Judases who decelt can not be proven but whose heart we can’ sce clings
to money and carthly things. There are pious Judases who deceive men but God
even now says to them, "I know you not.'" And they also are counted among the
Judases who complctely deny the brethren and brotherly love, who turn their
backs upon their Christian brothers, their poor helpless members in the body of
Christ and lcave them to their poverty, weakness, and helplessness, forsake
their former bosom friends in the time of trouble and betray their scecret sins
and weaknesses to character assassins and slanderers., Whoever falsely betrays
and slanders his brother walks in the footsteps of Judas Iscariot.

ITI.

That is the sin of Judas -- a black picture, not a trick of the imag-"
ination but, sad to say, a true picture from life. We must be on guard in time
before the sin becomes too strong. We therefore ask in the’ second place, how
this sin arises so that we can nip it in the bud.

The sin of Judas has its start in the evil heart. The evil desire,
which looks out for the deceitful riches and joys of this world, has its root
also in the heart of Christians. Judas had let this desire grow. Whoever gives
way against his will to these things soon finds pleasure in these things which
he at first detested; the will agrees with the lust of the flesh and thus af-
ter the sin has been conceived it brings forth the deed,

Judas had charge of the treasury and became a thief. At first he pil-
fered only a few farthings. But it was a serious, weighty step when the thought
became the deed. Even the impure desire of the heart is indeed gin, an abomi-
nation in God's sight. But the fear of the Lord is moved deeply in an entirely
different way when the evil root bursts from the confines of the heart into
deeds. The little thief, the refined deceiver quickly becomes a great criminal,

When Judas noticed that the lord did not immediately judge and rejeCe
him after permitting him the first encroachment, he became seccure and impudent
and accustomed himself to practise this deceit. If the first sinful dced is
without serious consequances, if a person remains healthy and good fortune con-
tinues to smile, the injustice, the passion very soon becomes habit, his daily
life. The heart forsakes its true moorings, loses its footing, takes a warped
view of everything, thinks about wicked things, and body and soul fall into the
slavery of sin.

At last in everything he saw and heard Judas had only money in view.
Thus in his mind he had immediately converted Mary's costly ointment into money
and wished that this money were in his purse. And in such a frame of mind the
person is then capable of the most wicked, shameful rascality. All it needs
1s some tinder and it bursts into a bright flame. As Luther says, at first sin
secems to be as light as a little feather which one can blow away, But if one
wilfully plays and flirts with it, it suddenly becomes an iron chain from which
one cannot free himself. At first the sin secems to be like a beautiful, sleck
kitten, But when one pets it, it becomes a wild animal which seizes its prey
and does not let go so quickly again.

The more the sin grows, the less of an impression God's voice makes
upon him. The heart stupifies itself so that it cannot hear the Lord and his
Word. At first the Lord warned Judas in a friendly way and intended to win him
with love. He was silent about his thievery and that insidious speech which he
uttered during the anointing in Lazarus' home. Woe when the sinner despises
the patience, love, and gentleness of Christ' As a rule he also hardens him-
self against all earnest words, admonitions, warnings, and threats of the Lord.

That was the case with Judas. At first he was reprimanded in confid-
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ence by Jesus. The word which the Lord let fall during the foot washing at the
Passover meal, 'One of you shall betray me," was at first understood by none of
the twelve except Judas. Then public reprimand and correctlon followed, 1In the
presence. of all Judas was. branded as the traitor, “Jesus gave him the sop and
said to him, "That thou doest, do quickly." Jn 13:27.

~ So even. today the Lord warns and reprimands Christians who have turned
aside to evil deceitful ways. One word which is spoken to all in 5enera1 in
the service, especially pierces the heart and consc1ence of a sinner who listens.
He alone knows that he is struck; the miniater and the rest suspect nothing.
Woe to him who immediately pulls such arrows out of his heart, steels himself a-
gainst the secret reprimand of the Lord, ‘and wilfully turns his face when God's
Son, the Omniscient, looks at him' Alas, usually such a sinner also despises
the public reprimand. When the sin is revealed and is spoken of in the circle
of brethren, then a hardened Judas goes away defiantly, as Judas Iscariot went
awvay into the night, and Satan enters into him and lives and directs and rules
in his heart just as he wishes. Mhoever is afraid and trembles at the thought
that he might be turned from a child of God ‘and 4 temple of the Holy Spirit into
a habitation_of Satan, let him resist the first impulse of sin; let him daily
struggle in the power of Christ's suffering against the evil desires of the
flesh; let him call a halt and ‘turn about if he is struck with surprise at the
first evil deed° let him take all of the Lord's warnings to heart; let him
apply all the admonitions of the Word to himself; let him accept brotherly ad-
monition, let him pay attention to the patience of’ ‘the Lord for his salvation.

[

CIILL

‘ Oh that no ‘one would 'be deceived! ' Oh that we would watch, pray, ob~
serve! This very sin also clothes itself in the bright colors of innocence. We
will continue our meditation on how the betrayal disguises itself.

The hatred of Judas' hypocrisy disgusts us even more than apostacy.
As we have already remarked there are indeed declared Judases who take their
stand in the rank and file of the enémy and seize sword and stave, But at times
Judases assume a different appearance and display a friendly face. Most trai-
tors imitate Judas in this point also and eonceal the hatred of their heart un-
der the aPPearance of love and friendship.

According to plan, Judas approaches his Lord with the greeting: "Haill"
ge wagt“ to say, "My intentions are good; I do not belong to these murderers. "
Hail" also means "Farewell; it must be this way; the Son of man must suffer’
and die." He said, "Master, master,' that is, "My Lord, my lord! I know who
you are; 'I will remain faithful to you even though your enemics here take your
honor away and cover you with shame." 'That is the sweet talk of the hypocrite,
the traitor, whos¢ heart is far from God, Time after time they assure the Lord
of their love, faithfulness, and friendship. '"You are mind, I an thine; no one

shall separate us, " and say, "Lord!' Lord'", They are talkative and cite many
Bible pas ssages, ‘ T )

. And Judas kissed Jesus, coveréd him with kisses. Thus he confessed,
I want your welfare; I am your friend." And as ‘subjects kiss the king 50
Judas feigns submission with the kiss. So must Judases pretend fear and love.
by their actions, sing and pray real loud and pert, and come bowed, humble, and
with a long face to the confessional service and the Lord's Supper. And yet
their heart is far from de ~ Their piety and worship is a delusion of Satan.

, The most terr1fying thing about such hypocrisy is that they deceive
themselves. The Judas kiss testifies to ‘unbelievable blindness and obduracy..
Whom did Judas intend to deceive7 He was known to the Jews. Was it the Lord,
Christ the Omnisc1ent,vthe Holy One’ He seriously thought that Christ would

e S
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frece himself from his enemies, vanish from them as he had done before, or 1like
Samson tear his bond =-=- he bhecame all excited when he saw that things took a
different turn -- and he really believed that when the Lord would finally have
gathered his disciples and founded his Messianic kingdom, he would again accept
him in spite of this little lapse. He would not spoil his chances with the
Loxd. :

Satan can hurl even Jesus' disciples, whose eyes were formerly opened,
into such blindness and darkness that they think that even though they abandon
tlic Gospel to the Jews and heathen and hetray the church, Christ will carfy on
liis work to completion without man's help, build his kingdom, and perform his
miracles; that they believe the devil when he whispers in their car, "Here all
sins are forgiven,' cven mortal sins and continued persistent sinning does not
harm a person; they they intend to conceal the hidden malice of their heart
from the Cmniscient, Woe to those who are first awakened from their dream on

that day by the cry, "I never knew youl'

However, when other Christians, who have not yet fallen so deeply,
thoughtlessly greet and kiss the Lord, thoughtlessly pray and sin, or wélcome
and say good-bye to their Christian brethren with a hypocritical greeting and
kiss, that is the beginning of Judas' hypocrisy. Therefore, let us look about
us and watch and pray every day, ''See if there be any wicked way in me, and
lead me in the way everlasting.," Ps 139:24. Let us kiss the Son with an up-
right heart so that he does not become angry with us, and let us serve the Lor

with fear and rejoice with trembling. o

v,

We, however, will not close this Lenten meditation remembering Judas
and his godless knavery, but we will not cast a glance upon the Lord and note
how Jesus meets the traitor. .

lHost earnestly does Jesus reprimand him. He indeced puts up with his
kiss; he wants to and must endure everything. But he does not return qhe kisz.
lle refuses to return the greeting of malicious hypocrites; he does not know
them; he denies them the Amen to their prayer; he withdraws from them when
they hear the Cospel, the witness of his Spirit: you are God's child. He rep-
rimands Judas and his fellows with the words, "'Wherefore art thou come?' Not
to kiss me but to betray me? ‘'Judas betrayest thou the Son of man with a
kiss?'" He calls the sin by name, betrayal, hypocrisy. , ,

But in the harsh reprimand he still lets a few drops of his fathomless
prace and mercy flow. He said, " priend'! Ah,, you were that! Think of the old
days! Return! How can you betray your friend, the Son of m?n, your only Help-
er and Savior, with a kiss? How can ZOU? Oh, use your head! Awake from this
‘re ! Saran's snares. : ;
frenzy: Lgﬁﬁsogzsfzrspeaks to this very day through his Word; thus he tea;hes
us how to reprimand the rebellious with holy carusstness in the fear of the
Lord, vet in such a way that we admonish them to repent as long as our voice
reaches them. Judas despised the last word of Jesus. Let yourself be repri-
manded, warned, admonished before you have come as far as Judas did! You still

ly voice of the Lord. He still kisses you in the

hear the earnest and friend ) '
Gospel with the kiss of love. Thercfore today, if you will hear his voice,

harden not your heart!

Judas left Jesus and relinquished the booty which the murderers de-
sired. Most Judases go the same way. However, Jesus also continues on his way,
lets himself be caught, bound, scourged, crucified, killed, and takes all the
sins of all men, even that of betrayal, upon his back. Not because he betrayed.
innocent blood nor becausc of this sin but because of his impentitence and
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unbelief, because he did not seck healing in.the innocent blood of Jesus, because
he despaired did Judas. finally go.to his own place.

Even among us we find the beginning of the sin of Judas
mind, greed, evil desires, lies and deceit, laziness, unfaithfulness in service
to God But all these sins we lay upon the Lamb of God who. takes away the sin
of the world and cleanse ourselves in his blood. The cross and blood of Jesus
Christ strengthens our faith, purifies us from sin, awakens us to love him in

return'! May our . faithful Sav10r grant us faithfulness and steadfastness unto
our end. Amen. :

 an earthly
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Matthew 26:50- 56 Mark 1& 46 52 Luke 22 40 55;

John 18: 10 11

foes whom Judas
‘The hour longed for by the Jews had now
come. Now they succeeded where they had so often failed before; Jesus was cap-
tured. They laid violent hands on the Lord., Physical suffering followed the
spiritual struggle. Yet our today's Passion Story reports not only vhat Jesus
suffered, but above all Jesus conduct in his suffering; it mentions how he re-
ceived the first attack of his enemies, how he defended himself, how he instruct-
ed his disciples whom he had led into this struggle. .We learn from our text

how we as-disciples of Jesus should act in similar situatioms.

After Judas had betrayed his Haster with a: leu, Jesus'
led, came forward and arrested him.

These same foes still at-
This warlike mob was:.dispatched by the Roman gover-
The unbelieving world, the mighty, the rich, the wise use.

their powets, theéir: influence; their wisdom against the Christian Church. The
unthinking mob,

the rough, godless world also rages and storms against Christ

and his GhUrCh The ‘Sanhedrin had stirred up the government: and demanded the
wvarlike mob." The false church feeds and-stirs up the fires of hatred toward
Christ and with unflagging zeal incites the world against the true Church. The
heathen hate the Christians.because in the name of Christ they reprimand the sin
and godless ways of the world. The Jews, the Pharisees, and the scribes are em-
bitte?Ed Qnd‘angered at the Christians-because in Christ's name the& condemn
their hypo¢risy. They are also the foes of our church: the children of the

world and the false church, false teachers, false brethren. And these foes glve
us no rest.

We need not even bring this struggle and hatred on ourselves. We
should not do that.' In Gethsemane Christ calmly awaited the hour when his foes
would come. When we on our part testify to God's truth, confess Christ, walk .
piously as our Christian calling demands, then this evil mob marches against us.
Essentially, our struggle, as was also Christ's, is a defensive one. .And how

according to Christ's example we are to conduct such a struggle we learn from
our text. And now we will ponder upon that:

’ ~In our text we’again see this:hostile army .
tack Christ's church today."

nor, Pontius Pilate.

HOW CHRIST AND HIS DISCIPLES DEFENDED THBMSBLVES AGAINST THEIR FOES

I, They do not Strike thh the Sword
II. They Carry out Every Command of - God's Word.
I1I. They do not Flee but Stand their Ground.
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I.

The disciples of Jesus do not strike with the svord, vhen they are
attacked by their enemies. The sword is the weapon used by Christ's cnemics,
As Christ himself stated, his foes went out with sword and staves to seize him.
Sword, staves, brutal power is the armor in the world and the false church at-
tacks the small flock of Christ. God has given the government the power of the
wword, In our text Christ confirms this right of the government. DBut sad to
say, the povernment often lets the sword stay in its sheath when according to
God's will it should use it to punish evildoers. On the other hand, it often
draws and uses the sword contrary to God's ordinance. World history tecaches
how many unjust bloody wars the princes and lords of the carth have promoted,
And church history tells of thousands of martyrs, innocent Christians who fell
by the sword of empecrors. The synagoguc of the Jews, the false antichristian
church has always been the cause of such murderous plans. She shirts for the’
blood of Christians. With indefatigable violence she wants to trample down the
truth. She continually urges the princes on to use the sword, so that unknow-
ingly they often shed innocent blood.

And the rabble, the servants of the high priest added their staves and
clubs to the swords. How many confessors of the truth have died under the blows
of the howling mob'! One of the first martyrs of the Reformation, Henry von
Zuetphen, whom Luther had praised, was killed with clubs and staves in a riot.,
And the world has become n6 better nor more merciful as its culturec has pro-
gressed.

" Whercver God in his providence permits the power of darkness to gain
the upper hand, there they fearlessly attack the Church of the Lord with swords
and staves and brutal blows. That is the casc in our old homeland, Cermany.
There the state church rises up against the 0ld Lutheran ConfessiOns with sword,
fist, police, violent deeds. Thank God our Church here has been spared such
encroachments of the world and the church in its'most holy rights and duties

"~ Nevertheless, the spears and swords of the hostilec mob ig directcd
gainst us. The wise world scourges and jeers at truc Christianity, The rabblu
mocks, slanders, calumnates Christians who do not travel the broad way. And
mockery, scorn, slander are also swords and spears, burning arrows in our heart
and mind. God has given husbands authority over wives and parents over child-
ren. But how many wives, how many young children also among us sigh under the
fact that their spouse or parents want to tear their faith out of their hearts -
with threats and compel them to become unbelievers and fall from the faith! How
often authorities forge a weapon from the power and position which God has giv-
en them against the religion of their subjects! The false church casts the very
same missles, lies, slander, defamation into our camp as does the common, con-
scienceless world. The fact that they seize the worldly, fleshly wecapons a-
gainst the truth and thc confessors of the truth reveals them immediately as
falsc teachers and brethren, cven leading the coarsc unthinking mob against the
Christians and scek and find approval and adherents from among them,-

Those arc the weapons of the foes of Christ and the Church: The sword

and temporal power. And how are cven Jesus' disciples inclined? We sce that

in our text, . Peter draws the sword and begins swinging, - That was foolish, un=-
reasonable zcal. What could the two swords of Jesus' disciples do against that
well-armed band? Mithout having any business to do so Peter seized the sword.
When he should have watched and prayed in Gethsemane he slep. Now he sceks and
begins the battle without anyonc commanding him to do so, Yes, the disciples
ask the Lord, "Lord, shall we smite with the sword?" Lk 22:49. But Peter did
not even wait for the Lord's answer. He followed his own spirit and will and
injured Malchus by cutting off his ear.
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against sword, power opposed to power. They want to help a good cause with the
sword. Secular and church history show us well-known Christian princes who be-
cause of religious zeal wanted to.convert the heathen with the sword and compel
them to become Chriﬂtians, it Shows s’ Iutheran princes excellent o every
other respect, who tried to root our heresy w1th force, as if this hellish weed,
false doctrine and heresy, could be cut off with the sword In the old. German .
provinces vhere in the past the Lutheran Church flourished the frightful dark- .
ness of ignorance and unbelief has descended, _And how do the Christians of thos
places, even the most earnest of them, plan on helping the fallen church? Nith
the sword and with the power of the state. They.ask the goverpment for help in. .
estraining unbelief, rebuild the church with taxes, and compel people to . be-
come Christians. .

_Thank; God that we have nothing to do with the sword of. the state. Yet
we are also inclined and tempted to imitate Peter and the other disciples when
someone wrongs us. Wives, children, and subjects over against whom parents.and.
rulers misuse their divine power and officp face the danger and the temptation.
of resisting their masters not only where faith and conscience demand it ~-- they
must indeed do this for one must obey God rathern. than man -- but also in ordi- .
nary things which .do not.concern faith.and religion at all, refuse them obedi-
ence, service, love, honor, and thus oppose force with force. If we are reviled
and slandered because of our Christian faith, then we think we' have an. excuse,
yes,.even the right to repay evil with evil, invective with invective. We often
detect a desire. to repay false teachers. and brethren who lie and slander us
shamelessly in the same coin; we are overzealous more against the person, than
against the evil cause.. Yes, one can,also battle.in a fleshly manner. with the
sword of the Spirit, the Word of God; one can lay rough hands upon God's Word
and do more harm than good with it. And what does. the Lord say to all this?

He said to Peter, "Put un again thy sword into his‘place; 'for-all,
they that take the'sword shall perish.with the sword.9 Mt 26:52., The lord con-
siders it an act of revolution when one opposes even unjust attacks and the vio~
lent acts of tyrants. He says to-his disciples,."Suffer ye thus far." Lk 22: 51.
He verified his words with his example; he. permitted himself to be seized; he-

put upiwith violence and injustice. Yes, he rights the wrong which Peter caused
by his untimely, fleshly zeal. and healed Malchus! ear,

We also will pay strict attention to our Lord's words and his exampIE-
This is what the lord says to his Church,. ''Put your sword back into its sheath.
Christianity, this spiritual kingdom,shas nothing in common with the sword:and i.
the state."” This is whati the Lord. says to the individual Christian, "Suffer ye
thus far. Put.up with violence and injustice!™ We should maintain our faith
and good conscience., For God's sake we darec not comply with the evil counsel
and will, the godless commands: -and prohibitions of the foe of Christianity. How-
ever when we are-abused. and-mistreated, despised and oppressed because of such
alleged disobedience, therefore when we are reviled for the sake of Christ and
the faith, we will be silent and endure it. Ah, we will puard against our owmn .
will and honor Chrise's which, to be sure, fight against our nature; at all
times, even in the heat of battle, we will let the sword in its sheath, bridle
the tongue, restrain the. fleshly angry heart, dampen the fire which is kindled
by the. flaming arrows of the foe, and, following the Lord's- example, will also.

again in all ways make good the wrong which we have perhaps done by our fleshly
untimely =zeal, That is the will and conmnnd of the Lord Jesus.

The Lotxd also mentions in our text why he takes these ‘steps ‘against
his foes, and why he restrains us from striking at rondom with the sword. He
says ‘to Peter "The cup which my Father’ hath given me, shall I not' drink 1t?"
Jn 18:11, The Father had decreed this suffering for him. He must drink the
cup "that the Scriptures might’ be- fulfilled," that the counsel of redemption
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might Le carried out. He therefore gave up all claim to the sword and self-
defence. That is why he refused the help and assistance of the leglons of an-
gels, In order to deliver and redcem us, in order to guard and protect us, in’
order to make ocur souls securc, the lord met his foes unarmed and let himseclf
be captured by them. In order to atone for our sins, our fleshly zcal, our
vindictiveness, our impatience, our wrath, our passion Christ let the sword and
force and injustice take its course. We heartily thank him that he kept hig
sword in 1its sheath and held his ange1" back, All our transgressions, our
crimes, our encroachments arc most certainly atoned for. TFor it was the Son of
God who let himself be seized and captured. He indeed had the power to command”
the angels; it would have taken but a single little word. With his almighty
miracle-working hand he immediately healed the wounds of Malchus, And the sac-
rifice of God's Son is valid and acceptable to God; for it wvas a free~willing °
sacrifice., le humbled himself, he wanted to suffcr violence, with his almighty
word hie held the hosts of heaven back who stood ready to help their Lord and
King against blood-thirsty murderers:

For similar rcasons the Loxrd has also forbidden us the use of the
sword, This is to our advantage. The bitter cup which we must sometimes drink
1s decreced by CGod our heavenly Father. We also know from the Scriptures that
we must suffer with Christ, And that 1is good. 1In that way our faith is
strengthened, Since we give up claim to all carthly weapons we seize with both
hands the protection and assistance of our Redcemer, Jesus Christ, and learn
to trust him. Thus others are edified, encouraged, and strengthened in the
faith, When according to Christ's holy noble cxample we bind their wounds, do
good to them, and bless them, we press a sting into the conscience of our foes.
That is why we will let the sword remain in its sheath.

II.

Jesus' disciples carry out all points of God's Word as did their

Master. . ,
We are not to begin striking with the sword. The Lord forbids that.
Instead, the Scriptures command us to seize the sword of the Spirit which is
the Word of God. Though we are to endure violence and injustice, we are not to
be completely silent. We dare and should use the Scriptures, the Word of truth,
to defend ourselves., But in using thiﬂ scripturcl sword we arc to battle
spiritually, ’

Speaking forcefully, the Lord turns to his foes who had arrested him.
We recad in our text. "In that same hour Jesus sald to the multitudes." Mt 26:
55. His voice was his weapon. His Word is our weapon. And how we handle
God's Vord in similar cases, what and how we should speak when we must suffer
with Jesus, the Lord tcaches us with his reply.

First he convicts his foes of gross, flagrant injustice in a calm,
collected voice. He says, 'Are you come out as against a thief with swords
and staves for to take me? I sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and ye
laid no hold on me.” Mt 26:55. Because of his teachings Jesus was persccuted
by the chief priests and scribes.

) Next he shows them: 1f it 1s a question of doctrinc you could and
should have convicted me of teaching false doctrine, since I taught publicly so
often and so long in the temple, You could not have trapped me in my words,
Indced, you tried that and failed. How disgraceful that since you could do
nothing with words you try to overcome me with swords and staves,

The Lord has given us also such words. We should bear witne°s to the
truth when we experience violence and injustice, when the foe attacks our,Chris-
tianity, wants to hinder faith and worship or scoffs, "It is nevertheless a
qucstion of doctrine, faith, consclence. Now prove to'us that our faith is
false. Let us deal with one another from Scripture., But you do not want that,
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you do not want to discuss proofs on the basis of Scripture, You suspect and
know that then you would be lost. Hence you resort to violence and misdeeds,
rage and fuming, coarse mockinz and blasphemy. ' And that is why you lay violent
handa upon us, the innocent, upon.the truth, and upon your own consciencd."

But now Jesus' words become sharper. He continues; "But this is yout
Lk 23:52 -- this hour of the darknéss of right. You do not have 'a right-
cous cause. That is why you sneak about like 4 ‘thief in the night. That is the
way all the foes of Christianity act. . The night time is their hour. They fish
in muddy waters, They go about with secret, malicicus intent. They do mot be=
gin the attack openly. Cunning and deceit is added to brutality and violence,
and ve are to uncover these secrét crooked paths ‘and say to them, ''This is your
hour, .your way!' You help yourselves with lics and‘deceit. Yo shy away from
the light of day." ' o e 5 ' ' ‘

hour."

Jesus paints the hour ‘and ¢rime of his foes in ecven blacker colors. He
also says,x"'This.is the power of darknmess.' You are in the dervice of darkness,
of Satan. Your actions and conduct prove that you are from-the devil." In the
name of Jesus we say that to tyrants, tyrants upon the throne, to church officials,
to tyrants in the home who tormént the contcicnces'of their subjects, '"You are
ensnared by the devil, You are enpaged in works of darkness." We say ‘that: to
false prophets and brethren who trouble Christ's Church, "The devil has ¢ommanded
you to do that. You arc Satan's prophets."” It 'is the will of tHe Lord that we
employ all the carnestness, all the keenmess, all the spears and swords of God's
Word against the kingdém’ofxdﬁrkhésS;' It is against the Tord'e will if because
of fleshly considerations we blunt a single vord of the divine truth. -

Jesus also reminds his cnemies of the divine might and power against
8hi€h swords and staves arc helpless. He called to their mind, "Formerly when
1 sat in the temple and taught you laid no hand upon me. God's hands kept you
in check. And .that.you can.seize me now 1s possible only besause he has per=
witted it. You can do nothing against God. And Cod hus permitted it so that
the Scriptures of’ the prophets might be fulfilled, ‘that' the counsel of redemption
might be carried out Against’ your will ‘you must serve God anhd help to executc
God's counsel. Thercfore perceive: you -are in God's hands.  Woe to you if youw
continually resist God's' hand, if you continue in 'your devilish work and resist.
God until the end! Then fear God's.power 'and qudgment.:. Thea God's hand will
seize and dash you to pieces." And in Jesus' name we also summon the foes of
the Church, the foes of our faith and salvation before God judgment and testify

to'them,A“You arc in God's power, you dare and can not go' any further than God
permits, and woe to you if God must suddenly p

[ ut an end to your growing presump-
tion and say to you, 'So far and no farther''" .

~ 'Since we carry on our warfare and defend ourselves with God's Word,
there is one thing we do not want to forget about compictely. There is not only
the sting of punishment:but-also the sting of the Gospel,. .Saul, the raging cncé-
wy of Christ, could not resist it;’ There is also a painful gvertone:of complaint
re-cchoing through Jesus' cutting reprimand, "I sat daily with yqu teaching in
the templel' Mt 26:55. - He vants to say, "You also I taught and enticed. Ch,

1f only you had-heard my voice! If you.would only want to listen to my voice.
even noyﬂ" Sharp words against the embittered foes.of Chrisi is proper. But

as long-as God still grants them time to repent, we,aisc dar: not become tired.
of repeatedly reminding them of the saving, teaching.of Jesu: vhich still can glve
peace to their wild broken heart. It is possible that mahnyE,that\bﬂnd of mur-
derers still let themselves be overpowered by these words and Jesus' EKQNPI?

and by ‘God's. grace came to Tepentance and faith, ‘Even the leader of the Jews
had not- yet' sinned apainst the Holy Chost but as thg;S:ringrcsétestifY.hcted

I . o s Y 4 o
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tion will also penetrate such and bear fruit who before, yes, who for o long
time stiffneckedly lockqd and barired the door. Therefore we will speak and
testify and not gilve up.

III.

Truc disciples of Jesus do not run away but stand their ground.

True Christions confess Christ in the very of the foc, even in the
cvil hour, and confirm their testimony also with their deeds, if neceds e with
suffering, blood, and death. To be sure, the disciples of the lord did not do
that at this time. That they did not defend the Lord with words, that they af-
ter they put the sword into its sheath were anxiously silent, was alrcady fear
and denial. And fear turncd into flight. All the disciples forsook Jesus and
fled. Onec your man was 1n such a hurry that‘hc left his linen cloth behind and
fled away naked,

Such 1s the human heart! It is a deceitful thing and desperately
wicked. Every time later on when the wolf broke foaming and raging into
Christ's flock, every time he stirred up persecution, fear, and tribulation a-
gainst the Church, this same wretched scene could be witnessed: fleeing disci-
pled who forsook their Lord, turned their backs to their flag, threw away their
only defense and weapon. Even at the present time in the land of the Reforma-
tion where the hours have grown dark one hears the cries and sighs of the ref-
ugees, "Come'! Let us flee! We must glve in and yleld somethlng to' the foe.

We can do nothing. The lord must help."

An earnest warning for us, 1f the trumpet should 5till call us into
open battle. Of course, for Christians there is always a strugglc "struggle in
the midst of peace; wc have foes far and necar and they never leave us in com-
plete rest. How have you stood in the past? Have you not sometimes remained
silent when you should have spoken, ‘confessed, reprimanded, and opposed the un-
believer? Have you not given in to the demands, pretensions, customs, and
practises of the Christ~hating world in many ways and thus have forsaken the
rule of the divine Word? That you think you do not have so many enemies may be
due mercly to the fact that you are friends with the hostile world.

For Jesus' disciples fear and flight is not such a little fault, as
is sometimes thought but a serious sin. Why sure, after Christ had died and
rosc again he soon rcceived his disciples, who fled and forsook him in Gethsem-
ane, back into grace again and did not blame them much for this sin. But then
they had also soon recovered from their fright and became more courageous; yes,
they became lions and in the power of the Holy Spirit confessed the Lord Christ
freely and boldly before that very Sanhedrin which ordered Christ's arrest;
they stood fast, did not let themselves be intimidated by threats, preached the
Gospel to every creature, and in part sealed it with their blood anc life.

And the Lord andmonishes us to 'do that; we are not to run hut stond
fast; we are not to surrender one tittle of the truth; we are to speak aud
act wherever the honor and love we owe our Lord demands it; we are not to be
intimidated by any violence and threat vhatsoever and be stopped 1n our race.,
Silence, fear, flight can lead to a bad end; 1t can spread to complete apoc-
tacy, misery, and shame. We will follow our Lord He let himself be seizec
but he stood fast in suffering. B

To be sure, one thing can hinder us and rob us of our courage and
joyfulness of continuing to follow Jesus, that 1s, remembering our former ur-
faithfulness, cowardice, and fear of men. We have often run away from the Lord,
perhaps farther from him that the first disciples. But that is the very reascn
why Jesus let himself be led away alone by the Jews without any companions;
that is why he gave up all claim to the help and assistance of men and com-
plained, "I looked for comforters but I found none."” Ps 69:20; that is why
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he must and wanted to tread the winepress alone in order to atone for our un-
iaithfulness by ‘his being forsaken and alone. With courage and"a: good conscience
we can and should follow him even into suffering or ‘the hands of the cnemy. All
the time when we forsook the Lord will be forgotten. We can stand fast. He goes
ahead. He strengthens and comforts us in the evil hour. And he sends his angels
for whose help he gave up all claims to help you. His angels protect those who
are to inherit eternal life. Let this be our watchword, "0 Jesus, in faith I

do not flee from-but-toward you though the hostile mob may- take away my very
garments. Whoever believes does not flee. Amen.j o

th SERMON

t

Matthew 26:57; Mark 14:53; Luke 22:54; John 18:12.13.19-24

After Christ has surrendered to his foes, they took him and bound him.
After he had spoken the truth to the Jews, the chief priests and their ‘servants,
he let himself be arrested and bound.. They took him and tied ‘him and led him
first to Annas, and then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas. He stood bound be-
fore the high priest, Our text particularly points to Christ's bonds.

Things went with Christ, the Savior and King of Israél, they way it
had gone with Samson, the judge and deliveret of the people of Israel. Samson
helped his people against the Philistines.  And those of Judah, his brethren,'
wvent and bound their deliverer with two new ¢ords and delivered him b0und into
the hands of the Philistines. That was the blackest unthankfulness.

But more terrible and shocking is the malice of the Jews who bound’
Jesus.. Christ was greater, stronger than Samson. He had just shoim his divine
power and majesty to his enemies. .With one word he felled those who seized him.
And yet they dared to seize and bind this glorious person.

Christ was absolutely pure and blameless. Samson's life was besmirched
with many a stain. Jesus had gone about in, Palestine and done good., He had
laid his hand ppon the sick and wretched and they became better. His kind mirac-
ulous hands had just healed Malchus' ear. And these hands, these pure ‘unsullied
hands, which had done only good, from which only good had come, the Jews, his
brethren, now bound. . Greater outrage baser ingratitude the world has never seen.

_ But even greater and more amazing is the Lord which willingly let it-
self be bound. Jesus put up with the cords which he like Samson could have torn
in an instant. Sacred history tells us that when Isaac came with his faitexr to
the place designated by God, the same place where the bound Jesus stood, that
the father tied his son to the wood on the altar and that the' son calmly =nd
patiently let himself be bound. Silently, without murmuring Christ also let
himself be bound. Silently, without murmuring Christ ‘also let himself be' tied.
He was the sacrifice which God had chosen. He was the’ true Pasuover lamb. Ac-
cording to the Law the Passover lamb of the jews was set aside on the 10th day

of the first month and kept for the day of the slaughter.’ We now direct out
devotion to Christ's bonds. o o

THE BONDS OF CHRIST
That 1is our'topic'and'wefwant'to'answer two questions 'from our ‘Lenten text.

L]

I. Why did Christ let Himself be Bound? C
I1. In What Respect 'did He not let Himself be Bound? - o
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II

why did Christ let himself be bound? We learn the answer from the
mouth of Caiaphas, the son-in-law of Amnas. At this time he was high priest; .
as high priest he had prophecicd and without knowing and wishing to he had pro-
phecied correctly. He had advised the Jews that it would be good that onc man
would be lkilled for the people. Tor the pcople, for all men, also for us
Christ let himself be bound and killed. The words, "TFor the pcople, for us'"
shed light upon Christ's bonds. lle is bound for us, to frece us {rom.our bonds.
Men misused and brought disgracc upon the freedom which God bestowed upon them.
They were frece, free in God, frce and blessed by obeying his will. God's Word
and commandment was his swectest joy. It was the frecedom of rightcousness. But
through sin they forfeited and lost this frecedom. They chose sin instead of
rightcousness. They frced themselves from God, his Word, and will. Sinful man
considers God's Word and Law a burden which he tries to shirk. The watchword
of the great of this world and of all people who follow them is, "Let us break
their bands and cast away their cords from us,"” Ps 2:3 -- the bands and cords
of the rule of God and his Anointed.. They are rebels and impudently snatch at
the crown of the Highest., With thelr hands they grab for everything after
wvhich they lust. They seek and seize sin, shame, and vice. With rough hands
they tear all sanctified bonds, they tear down the fences which stand in their
way, they trample upon God's ordinances. Their feet are swift to shed bleood.
With rapacious hands they seize the property, the marriage, the life of their

neighbor., They shun no evil deed or unrighteousness.
. And if their impudent striving and conduct meets with a stone wall

or if for appearance's'sake they let themselves be bound to a certain extent by
scrupples and a sense of honor, or if now and then they refuse to take any
shameful gain or pleasure, then they let their evil tongue roam about that much
the more unbridled. Behold, we keep .our horses bridled so that they obey us
and we turn their entire body. put the tongue, that restless evil, no one can
tame. It spits out poison and uncleanness. And if any worldly person still
has conscience scrupples about filthy, shameful words, it just does not cnter
his mind that one can sin with one's thoughts as well. To put bridle and rein,
bands and.cords on the thoughts of the heart, that the world considers foolish-

ness,

And this fleshly desire for freedom pricks the flesh and blood of the

Christian as well. That is our sin: abuse of Christian frecdom, We are free
through Christ, free servants of rightcousness. Through the Holy Spirit God
has inscribed his Law in our heart. And Christ's yoke is easy, ‘his burden is
light. And yet we so often try to shake off this easy yoke, this lipht burden.
When his Son reprimands, admonishes, and instructs us, our heart struggles a-
gainst it. "I will not let my conscience be bound" -~ thus the flesh then cx-
cuses itself, We would gladly have much clbow room and permit ourselves pleas-
ures, joys, benefits which God's Word does not allow. Certain things, social
intercourse, family affairs, business deals we place beyond the bounds and lim-
its of Christianity and say, "Religion has nothing to do with that." : ,

‘ And as our dear God, soO must our nelghbor also suffer for our lust for
freedom in various ways. How unfeclingly we often deny our brethren the sympa-
thy,respect, care which we owe them! How little we understand the art of lim-
iting out of love the power and freedom we havel We still walk too carelessly,
too thoughtlessly, too unwisely. Our unbridled flesh plays us many a trick
even when we mean well, We are not yet really accustomed to having the 0ld Adam
subject to us. Such untrammeled ways and conduct is the naughtiness and folly
of our youth. It wants to be free early in life, DBut sad to.say, youth learns
it from the adults.and how poorly we watch our lips that they do not deceilve,
speak evil, and gossip' What poo¥ watch we kecp over our heart! We detect
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little desire to put the bit and bridle uponthe thoughts and wishes of the heart.

That is the sin and vice of men. And what is the result of such sin?
What have we deserved by such abuse of freedom, such unrestraint? - This freedom
has led man into slavery. He has become a servant of sin. Sin, lust, passion,
anger, hatred chain his ‘members .and bind his soul.. His members ‘are used in
the service of unrighteousness and cannot get out of their accustomed path.. ‘
The soul ‘hungers and thirsts for the forbidden fruit and can not free itself of

this desire. Sin, our wantonness and disobedience, guilt weigh heavily upon

the heart and so chokes the conscience that it.can no longer breathe freely and
joyfully.. : - ; : .

The bands of sin are Satan's bands. .The devil holds mankind in a
tight grip in unrighteousness. .And .so we shudder at the bands of death. Eter-
nal death, God's.wrath and judgment is the evil .fruit of fleshly freedom. The
sinner is free from God; he wanted to be .free from God. And therefore God
pushes him away and pronounces the sentence, '"Bind him: hand and foot and cast
him into outer'darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth." Mt 22:

13. Yes, we, we also, have by our unbridled acts and desires deserved the
eternal bands. ¥ ' . v

.

But now we look .away from our bonds and chains toward Jesus who 1is
He let himself be bound' for us, in our place, the innocent for the guilty.
He let- his unspotted, charitable hands:be tied and thus.atoned: for the wanton=
ness, the encroachment, the.outrages and evil deeds of our ‘hands. Indeed, we:
often suppose that the injury our hands have. done can ‘be set right. But just
place the sin alongside the Atoner. The one man who was to die for the people
was the Son of man from:heaven, the Son. of the living God. The hands which cre-
ated heaven and carth and mightily preserves and rules them were bound. The
atonement weighs more than the sin. And willingly, patiently.the Creator lets:
himself be bound by the work of his hands, but man who turned out such.a failure.

This love, this pity towers.above the malice, the shamelessness of all

people. - Jesus is tied by the heathen and Jews,. by the Roman army, by the ser-
vants:of the high priest. And the leaders of Israel;.the chief priests, elders,
and scribes who assembled about Caiaphas pleaded guilty to these bands.. Heathen
and Jews, important and unimportant have bound the man Jesus their brother, who
was their flesh and blood. All the monstrous crimes which the men of the world,
the great and the small, the righteous and the godless have committed against
their brother, when they tore.the sanctified bands of blood-brotherhood, are
atoned and blotted out. by..the bands which the Son of man wore, which he willingly
permitted. to be placed on him by the children of men. - R . o

. . ;But the heathen and the Jews themselves were under a higher power, the
pover of darkness; they were bound by.Satan. Satan bound. his enemy by his dep-
uties and tools. And when- Christ, the Holy One of Cod, took upon himself the
bonds of Satan, he.nulified every law by vhich we had to do Satan's will,.all
the wantoness to which we let ourselves be misled by the wicked one. o

. Yes, a Stronger One than Satan.had come upon Jesus. : God's hand had
given the Only. Bepotten into the hands of sinners.: As Abraham tied his only
son upon the wood-of the altar, so God. did not spare his only Son but let him
be bound by the rough.hands of sinners. But now he, the bound Son, urges the

heavenly Father to :forget all that-whereby sinners laid violent hands upon his
majesty, o

bound.

Christ did not only permit himself to be encircled by ‘the .ropes which
~we placed upon him that night but also by the cords of etérnal death. -For the
people, for all the people, in our stead he was killed. . But it was.impossible
that the Son of God should always be held by the bands of death. Like strong
Samson he finally tore all cords and by his resurrection finished and confirmed
the great work of the redemption of sinners. :As certainly as Christ the Son of
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the Highest, the Son of man let himself be bound and finally burst all bonds
and chains, so certainly are all men redeemed from the bands of sin, death,
the devil, and hell,

And how he has commanded that the Gospel be preached to all sinners,
Jews and heathen, release to the bound, freedom to the captive. Now is the ac-
ceptable time, now is the day of salvation. The day of freedom has dawned.

We are free from the bonds and guilt of sin., If our conacience op-
presses and alarms us, if our sins against God and our fellowmen, our unconcern,
our thoughtlessness, our wilfulness, the rcwembrance of past sins, the remem-
brance of injury vhich we did by word and deed burdens our soul and takes away
our breath, then we look toward Christ who was bound and believe what Christ
says, "Whatsoever yc shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven;" we are
certain that Cod frees us from all sin. Even the devil must now be silent and
darc not scold us any longer. A bridle has been tied over his slanderous
mouth; he no longer darc accuse God's redeemed children.

We are also free from the dominion of sin. We nced no longer serve
sin. Uretched captives who for years on end were sold to shame and vice can by
looking to Jesus their Redeemer who' is bound throw away their chains. And even
if we have to wrestle with sin all our lives, even if we groan every day and
wrestle with the malice of the flesh, with lugt and anger, with our wild, unruly
Adam, we nevertheless return with joy and trust to our Deliverer and Savior who
was bound but then has torn the bonds.” And we come to know: he helps us, he
exercises his judgment'uponyour old Adam, he frees us more and more from the
service of vanities, ' N ‘

And when finally the bonds of death want to embrace and kill'us, we
direct our fading dying eyes to our Redeemer and boast and shout in triumph,
"The bond is torn and we are freel'" In the same moment that the prince of
death tightens the cords of death, the cord is torn, the soul is free and rices:
to the throne of the Redeemer and not even can the body be kent forever by the
bonds of death. It will rise freed from all scrvice of fleeting life and shov-
in the glorious freedom of the children of God. That is the comfort of redem;-

tion which the bonds of Christ have won for us.

We must add one more point: Christ's bonds ease the bonds we carry
for Christ's sake. There arc the bonds of sin. They are the bands of disgrace-
ful servitude. Yet there are also bonds of Christ which are sanctified bonds.
Christ let himself be bound in order to comfort us in our bends, True Chris-
tians must suffer and become bound with Christ. Paul was bound and imprisoned
for the sake of the Gospel. And how many thousands of Chrictians have followed
him into bonds and prisont! But the bonds of Christ soften the Christian's
bonds. In his letters Paul boasts, "I, a prisoner of Christ." Before his ac-
cusers, before the same Sanhedrin which bound Christ he with pride peints to
his bonds. Yes, the Church of Christ bears his bonds on ear“i, Oaniy the false
churéh of the antichrist is free and associates on good terme with the mighty
of the earth. The true Church which preserves Christ's word in its purity ‘is
chained by the evil world and false church. In the old homeland our Lutheran
Church lies in chains, is oppressed, hemmed in on every side, and delayed in-
its progress. And does not the spirit, custom, and culture of the nation among
which we have begun our new home resist the spirit of true Lutheranism? And
the individual Christians share in the fate of the Church. W.en we confess the
Gospel and want to serve others with the truth, we find everyuwliere barriers and
resistance. But from the midst of our bonds we join the Church of God joyfully
and confidently in looking up to our Head, Jesus Christ, who was bound and now
is free and has ordained the way we are to go: through bonds to freedom.
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o While our, Lenten text is leading Jesus bound past us, it at the same
time tells us in what respect Christ did not let himself be bound, in what re=-
spect he kept his freedom. He was led bound first t before Annas, who was high
priest previously, the grey-head of the high priestly family, and then before ;
Caiaphas, the son«in-law of Annaa, who held the office of high priest that year.
In the meantime the members of the Sanhedrin ‘assembled in the house of Calaphas.
Exegetes are of divided opinion as to whether the judicial hearing of which the
second portion of our text ‘reports, took place before Annas or. Caiaphas. The
first is most likely the case, It makes little difference who was the high
priest, who questioned Jesus about his teachlng and disciples. Annas and Caia-
phas were of one mind. At any rate our text tells us of a private hearing, The
public proceedings before the assembled Sanhedrin followed later, There the
Lord stood bound before the high priest, and awaited the hour when he should
give account before the Sanhedrin. In the meanwhile the high priest asked Jesus
about his disciples and his teaching, certainly for the purpose of getting mater-
ial for the accusation before the Sanhedrin from his answer.

Jesus met but did not answer the high pripst as otherwise one who was
a criminal ordinarily would answer his judge. . He was bound and yet free. He
did not let his doctrine be bound. He teatified "1 spake openly to the world;
I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always re-
sort; and in secret have I said nothing." Jn 18:20. The word which he had
from the Father he revealed to the whole world. And even now when he was a
nrisoner he appealed to his.doctrine. Here he did not let himself be interrupted§
He refused to give the high priest more complete particulars about his doctrinme.
"Why asketh thou me?" 1s as much as saying, "You do not have the right to examine
me about my doctrine." The high priest intended to cast suspicion upon him be-
cause of his doctrine and disciplea. In his question lay the reproach that by ..
his teaching Jesus had gathered a following and led the people away from the Law
of Moses and the teaching of the scribes. But not once did Jesus stoop to re-
fute this suspicion and reproach, His doctrine was far above the judgment of the
Sanhedrin. And thus he set his disciples free by his doctrine. We are free by
faith in the words of truth, We keep this freedom. Ve will not let our teach~
ing, our faith, our conscience be bound. We refuse to everyone, to all govern-
ments, yes, father and wmother, the right to interfere in matters of conscience,
conviction of faith, and worahip. In these matters we stand only under God
and before God's judgment. ‘ ’ -

. This freedom of faith and conscience 1is at the same time freedom of
speech. We believe therefore we speak and speak boldly and freely to the whole
world what we think. Jesus also does not let this freedom be taken from him,

He does not let his mouth be stopped. At his own free choice he was silent or’
spoke. He gave no answer to the high priest's impertinent questions, He did
not repeat what he had previously said and taught.

But while on the one hand he held. back the deeired answer, he did frank-
ly reprimand him. He said, "'I ever taught openly in the temple. Ask them
which heard me, what I eaid unto them; behold, they know what I said.' Jn 18:
21, Ask the people who heard me. As the ruler of the temple you yourself had
plenty of opportunities to hear what I taught in the temple. Now the time for
instruction 1s past. If anyone did not hear and accept my word, he has judged
himself, You .condemn yourself when without cause you ignorantly attack me and
my teaching and my disciples who were obedient to my teaching. This is the pun=-
ishment you deserve that I do not even once preach the Gospel to you." Something
like this is what Jesus meant to say, ; “

“And the Son has made us free. We will not allow Our'mouths to be
stopped. Without let or hindrance Paul, bound and chained, joyfully preached
the Word, We take for ourselves the power and freedom to be silent 1f we choose
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and to speak 1f we consider it suitable. The curious question, the unrcasonable
accusation of Christ's declared enemies we will not dignify by an answer., And
1f we open our mouths at another time wa reprimand those thoughtless gainsayers.
We testify to them, "You have despised preaching and the Word; the Gospel of
salvation has been sounded freely and ooenly to all the world but you Just did
not want to hear it as long as you are alive., Woe to you when the Word is tak-
en from you! If it should ever suit you to hear, when you hour hag come, Cod's
hour has perhaps gone by. Or if you have heard the Word and did not obey but
resisted it, you pronounce sentence upon yourself. You .do not consider your-
sclves worthy of eternal life.

And as little as we allow our conscience, our faith, our speech, and
our confession to be bound and hindered, just so resolutely do we keep and de-
clare our frcedom in our conduct. Jesus kept the divine right of his doctrine
safe, spoke frankly, and was free and frank before the high priest. One of the
gervants who stood nearby struck Jesus on the cheek and said, "Answerest thou
the high priest so?" Jesus replied, '"'If I have spoken evil, bear witness of
the evil; but if well, why smitest thou me?' Jn 18:22.23. Prove to me from
the Scriptures that I owe the high priest honor and obedience in those things
about which the high priest has asked me, about my office which I have recelved
from my God! No, neither the high priest has the power and right to ask and
reprimand me nor do you have the right to strike me." Before the Judgment
throne of the Word and doctrine there is no respect of person and office,

' And thus frankly, with ‘a joyful confident, courageous faith we meet
all the foes of the truth. In matters of doctrine and-faith, -lord and servant,
Jew and Greek, ruler and subject, father and son, mother and daughter stand om
the same level. That we intent to show at all times by our actions and stand
fast in the freedom wherewith Christ has made us free. As the prisoners of the
Lord, bound in our conscience to the Word we defend our freedom until death.
Amen. ‘ )

Oth SERMON

Matthew 26:58.69=74; Mark 14:54.66-71; Luke 22:54-60;. Jn 18:15-18.25-27;

The Lenten story is a pilcture of confession and repentance, The sins
of men which nailed Christ to the cross are presented bluntly, in glaring colors,
and unvarnished words. Not only 1s the malice of the Jews and heathen, the.
foes and murderers of the Lord exposed by the evangelists, These sins of the
Jews and heathen even serve as a mirror for us., In our natural heart the very .
same hostility toward Christ and his Word makes itself felt which finally ex-
pressed itself in the murder.of Christ. No, in order that ye may not doubt that
also we, we Christians share in the guilt of the death of the Lord, that we by
our sins have increased in size and weight the burden of guilt on the shoulders
of the Lord, this story mentions and describes in detail even the gins of Jesus'
disciples, A disciple, Judas, turned into the Lord's most deceitful enemy, And
Peter denied his Lord. ' o V ' S
, And how many Christians have become Judases, known or secret traitors!
How many Christians have fallen as Peter felll Yes, not onc of us has confes-

- sed his Lord and Savior as faithfully and resolutely as he should have. This
1s a common sin of disciples; 1t 1is also our sin: denying the Lord.
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Our Lenten text shows how easily a disciple of the Lord can fall into
this snare. How quickly Peter felll’ Just a short -time ago he had sworn faith-
fulness to the Lord until death and even drew the sword in his defense -- in the
.same ‘night he denied him three times. Even though one can so easily stumble
and fall with Peter, nevertheless denying Christ 1s a great, deep fall on the
part of a Christian, - If only for God's sake we would 'not comfort ourselves by
thinking of such sins as passing, easily pardonable human weakness: That can
turn the fall into one from which he camnot arise. May the Lord bleas our pres-
ent meditation so that in the light of Peter's fall we may repentantly perceive

our sin, but then also shy away from and be afraid of denying him again the rest
of our lives! . ‘

DENYING THE LORD, A COMMON ‘SIN OF DISCIPLES
We Bee, o

- I, How Easlly'and Quickly Jesus' Disciples Fall into this Sin,
II. Yet how Heavily it Weighs upon the Conscience,

- I,

Very ‘easily and quickly can a disciple of Jesus fall into the sin of
denial and stumble and fall as Peter :did. ; S

This sin springs from a person's héart. 1In the example of Peter 1is
described the condition of the heart of so many Christians., No Christian, not
even the strongest, can withstand this temptation by his own power. Watchful=
ness ‘and prayer are.the only protection against the attack. However, just in
that point Peter did not understand himaself. In the presence of the other dis-
ciples the Lord 'appealed-to his conscience, "Simon, sleepest thou?" And we also
forget- only too ecasily to watch and pray earnestly; = for ‘that reason the tempta-
tion overpowers us so easily. - B . - .

Peter's heart was unstable, changeable. Only through earnest, zeals:
ous prayer does one obtain a stable heart., Therefore, he fled with the other
disciples. Suddenly he stopped and remembered something else. Yet without re-
penting of his flight he approached the Lord again and resolved within himself
50 be at least a witness of his suffering. 1Is that not our trouble and complaint,

I lack this constancy to do good?" Our heart rocks back and forth. One moment
we walk away from the Lord, the next we draw nesr again, ' It almost depends upon
our desire, mood, and inclination whether we care more or less.about the. Lord,
whether we regularly, diligently, or scarcely and infrequently hear his Word.
And unstable heart however is divided within itself, conccals within itself con-
tradictory states of mind, views, and resolutions, o -

Peter followed the Lord into the palace of the high priest. He wanted
to see what would happen. He still loved the Lord. He was concerned over the
outcome of this business. And yet he followed from a.distance shy, timid, fear-
ful. His heart swayed between fear and love." Complete love d;ives out fear.
Fear 1s not in love. .From this we recognize how little, how faint-heartedly we
love, that the love of Jesus and fear of men are continually contending with

each other for room in our heart. We are still concerned about our.Savior, yet
wejare also concerned about getting along with men,

As he knocked on the door of the high priest,
identify himself as the disciple of. the Lord,
"to the high priest and as an acquaintance of t
arranged for Peter to be admitted, Perhaps it was John, who often only quietly
hints at his name in his Gospel., Now that John wants to describe the fall of ~

.his: fellow apostle Peter he remembers also his weakness, that he did not follow
Jesus to his death as a disciple &f Jesus .but as an- acquaintance.of.the high-
priest. That is also our weskness and custom. In our relation with men we carry

Petér did ‘not dare to-
Another. disciple, who was known
he high priest was able to gét in,
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on as if we were their acquaintances and friends, neighbors and fellow workers
and gladly cover and conceal our Christian name and title. This unstable, di-
vided, fearful heart is the source of the "Peter-sin," the denial of the Lord.

A second cause for such a. fall certainly lies in the place and cir-
cumstances. The fire of coals became dangerous to Peter. He wanted to warm
himself at the fire which the servants of the high priest had kindled in the
courtyard against the coolness of the night. There in the company of rough me-
nials and servant girls it was very hard to take a stand., There one could easi=
ly fall into temptation and howl with the wolves. Those servants of the high
priest had already clearly betrayed at the capture of Jesus their hatred of
Christ. DPeter also knew and greeted them as murderers when he attacked them
with the sword. , :

The same fire of coals we sec burning far and wise also today. Where
the children of the world, who turn their backs to God, to the Church, where un-
believers, the enemies of Christ asscemble, be it in the theaters, dance halls,
in the palaces of the rich, be it outside in the courtyards and low dens, there
a dangerous fire glows and burns, the fire of hatred of Christ. ‘Hearts which:
are kindled by evil desires, by worldly pleasures burn also in glowing rage
and animosity against the Lord and his holy Word, which sharply condemns the
conduct of this world., In such company a Christian can hardly stand and keep
his faith. A wind blows there which can not tolerate faith, Certainly such
places and circumstances, evil company and society hasten and promote the sin

which grows up by itself out of the rash, cowdardly heart.

Yet a denier dare not push the guilt on the circumstances, No, that-
is his guilt, that he enters into such dangerous places, that he betakes himself
into such hard situations. That was thoughtlessness on the part of Peter, yes,
fleshly, sinful self-confidence that he warmed himself at the fire which wanton:
servants had kindled. He acted here without the call, without the command of
the Lord, He led himself into temptation. It does not serve to excuse our sins
but it increases and advances the guilt, when we without a call, against God's
Word and will, without fear and prayer, in fleshly seclf-confidence or frivolous
carelessness mingle in the company of the children of the world and the godless
about whom we know and must know how they stand over against the Church and
Christianity, when we seek to warm ourselves at the unclean, stinking fires of
the coal and straw of worldly amusements, which the people of the world who
just do not know any better and not the Christian have lit.' Social connections

with the world is the wide open gate to denying Christ,

The evil heart is the source of this sin. Time, place, and circum-
stances hasten the same, namely when the Christian allows himself to be governed
by place, time, and circumstances. However, the mockers of this world are the
real tempters to evil, behind which in the case the evil enemy hides himself,
And unstable Christian who does not guard his frivolous heart, who:is overcome
by place, time, and circumstances, who allows himself to be drawn into all pos=
sible kinds of company finds in the evil hour hardly power andjcourage‘to with-
stand the gross mockery of the world. The story of Peter's temptation sketches
a clear picture of the mocking world. V ' .

First of all, picture to yourself that tribe of mockers in the coutr-
yard of the high priest. The one girl, the gate watcher, had been secretly told
by the other disciple of concluded it from his intercession for Peter, that al-
so this one who entered, Simon Peter, was a disciple of Jesus, and uttered the -
suspicion as soon as she saw Peter. ""Thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth,"
and followed Peter with this mocking talk up to the fire where he wanted to warm’
himself, regarded him sharply, kept it up, and tortured him beforec all who stood
around with this question, YArt not thou also one of this man's disciples?" ==
until Peter before all denied the Lord for the first time. And when a little -
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while later Peter again had gone out of the inner porch of the high priest's
palace through the gate, there outside for the first time had heard the cock
crow and now returned and for the second time came to the attention of the gate
watcher, she repeated and affirmed her first speech, and a second girl, who
stood alongside, joined this mockery, "This: fellow was also with Jesus of Naza-
reth," And certain servants welcomed Peter, who now for the second time ap-
proached the fire, with the same conscience~tormenting question, "Art not thou
also one of his disciples?” Thou art also of them." Peter gained a brief, one
hour's respite by denying the Lord for the second time., Then a servant of the
high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter cut off, recognized him; he
had seen Peter attack with the sword in Jesus' behalf and raised the suspicion
to a positive accusation, "Did I not see thee in the garden with him?" And now
the surrounding crowd, as it were, pronounced sentence on him, as though he were
a convicted criminal, "Surely thou art one of them,” and added to the first bit
of evidence a second, "For thou art a Galilean, and thy -speech agreeth thereto
and betrayeth thee," and thus forced Peter either to confess his guilt or to
make a yet stronger, coarser denial, a false oath, That is the picture of the
world; the mocking world, And there is no difference between the rough common
world and their mockery and the scorn of the refined world. There one as the
other comes from the devil, the arch-slanderer. The polite, veiled, witty, re-
fined mockery of the educated world is yet much more keen,
ous than the rough, clumsy slander of the common mob, - ,
All the mockery of the world in the final analysis hits Jesus, the
dearly beloved., '"Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus of Galilee" is the mocking name by
vhich Jesus is known by the world. That means as the girl herself explained,
"One of this man's disciples;:"  an ordinary man as all men, a despised man. And
for the sake of this Jesus also.Christians who hold Jesus Christ higher are abused
and mocked, - "You are ‘also one: of his, he belongs to thém; one knows this breed,
that is also one of those head-hangers, a gloomy person, one of those crazy
ones;" in this fashion the world thinks and speaks of Christ, If one belongs
first to M"them,'" associates with !'them," then hc 1is looked on as a lost person.
The entire way of the Christian, their whole religion and way of life,
In short, everything related to- them is hateful to the world. For the sake of
the name and word of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the truth the world hates
and mocks the Christian; to be sure, as soon as the Christian goes along with
it part of the way, laughs, jokes, sins with it, the world will easily forgive
him his faith and silliness. - On the other hand, the world royally rejoices when:
it can convict the Christian, those hated, holy people of a wrong, of a sin, of
an actual sin. That was a cordial for those servants and girls, that they sur-
prised Peter in 2 plain untruth. Particularly is also the speech of the Christian
repugnant to the men of the world who.imitate it sneeringly. The Christian may
gently, mildly reprimand the sins of the world from Cod's Word, or he may con-
fess the precious name of the Savior from sin, the one speech ;s the other only
arouses the antipathy, wit, and mockery of the unbelievers, ‘ ’

. ..~ The world is a mocker, . Just believe that. ‘Do not trust:the so-called
good natured world! Even 1f it for a time on the grounds of propriety restrains
%ts mockery, its hidden poison: as soon as it has caught you in its net, then
it will also show its sharp teeth. Yes, the world, also the educated world, 1is
a spiteful mocker, It does not :mock only from pastime and boredom. No, mockery
1s the poison of Satan which springs up from its innermost soul. The wérld is
hostile to the Lord and those who are his. It can do nothing else, it must re-
vile and slander. Everywhere, among the rough people, in-the educated, respect-
able c}rcles there are mockers by trade who set the tone,as there in tﬂe high
priest's palace the girl and the relative of Malchus.Women are often masters in
taunts and mockery. And when the right keynote is struck by the speaker the
whole chorus joins. in, and woe to the poor Christidn’who allows himself to be
caught among this pack of hounds and wolves., They see themsélves forced to howl

cutting, and danger-
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along. To be sure, it is and remains their guilt; -they have to answer for it,
if they give in to the evil and deny Christ their Lord, whom the world does not
know, but whom the Christians know very well. :

II.

How heavily the sin of denial weighs is the second polnt we want to

ponder ‘ .
One falls very casily into this snare, one can fall very quickly. Yet

that one can stumble and fall so ecasily and quickly and sin and deny does not,
of course, excusc this sin. Rather we want to remember what this means: to
deny the Lord! Peter denied his Lord who knew him, graciously saw him, and .
called him to be his disciples, whom Peter in turn had known and confessed joy-
fully as the Son of the living God. It 1s a disgrace for an honorable man of
the world to lie and deny, if he conceals, hides, refuses to admit what he.
knows, if he pretends to be someone he is not. Ve sing, "This one thing is
needful, all others are vain; I count all but loss that I Christ may obtain."
(366,7). That is the greatest, the most beautiful, the most blessed thing-on
earth, that in this wretched life we know him, the Lord and Savior. = :
And how unthankful, how disgraceful, yes, how foolish it is to deny

and conceal this Jesus, the Highest,;the Dearest, the Best that we have, to
hide this Treasure which we carry in our heart, and to ‘pretend before the world
to be just as poor, naked, blind, and wretched as it is! That the Lord, the
eternal God, the faithful Shepherd has recognized us, that is the fathomless
grace which we will not be able to praise enough in eternity. L

\ And we do not want to know him, know nothing of him? From our youth
we have been taught, and we have also often experienced this truth, that in Je=
sus alone is salvation, how sweet, how refreshing, how comforting the name of
Jesus 1is, what healing power it has; we know and believe that this name alone
can save us. And we are ashamed of this name' and deny him? Before whom? Be-
fore the world, before the deceltful, 'wicked world which so soon will disappear
with its lusts and honors, which will be so quickly confounded with its spite
and insolent talk? Before the world, this wretched, miserable race which can
only conceal its ruin and bankruptcy vith hollow, insane mockery? Alas, very
often the world needs not even first put on its beautiful, shining uniform and
complete its warlike preparations in order to awaken respect in us. A pair of
miscrable creaturcs and babblers as that mald and servant scare and frighten us:

Denying Jesus has many different forms and shapes. It takes place in
words. One denies with his mouth that of which his heart is full, or at least
should be full, First Peter met the maid with, "'l know not what you say.! I
know nothing about what you are saylng, that I should have associated with this
Jesus of Galilee. Be still'" So Peter wants to know nothing of all the glori-
ous miracles which he saw in following Jesus, nor of all the blessed words of
life which he heard from Jesus' mouth. He strenmgthened his words and said, "I
am not.” "I am not his disciple. I know him not." - If only it were or would be
true that he was no 1ongeg_Jesus' disciple and would have nothing more to' do
with his only Helper and Savior! If this decislon were to be taken earnestly,’
it would make him the most miserable of all men, <Yes, Peter was not ashamed to
imitate the contemptuous, mocking talk of the $erbants about the Lord, "I know
not the man." So disdainfully he speaks of his dear Friend and Master. :

Alas, sad to say, great numbers of Christians have during the time o
temptation, persecution ‘in the first centuries, at the time of the Reformation:
destroyed their entire blessed past, their long years of sojourning with the
Lord, the rich knowledge which they have gathered by a short, decisive, "I am
not. I am not a Christian, a Lutheran. I-will no longer be one!" «

" . And if you, my friend, do not belong to those deniers whom church his
tory mentions, have you not nevertheless under the title of a good, faithful
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Christian and Lutheran perhaps-done the same thing and spoken hard things qgainst
your God and-Lord? If you have so much to do with the world of‘unbelievers, then
before you expect it, words much the same as came from Peter have escaped you.
When the world reproached you for your Christianity and Lutheranism, have you
not often rejected such a reproach by saying, "We will be silent about that.
That is enough. Are we not here now as friends and comrades?™ When the world
makes true Christianity ridiculous, mocking-it by cxaggeration, "Yes, Christians
must always pray and look gloomy, they are much too stern and strict,” and you
knew very well that the true, honest Christianity had been dealt a blow with
such talk and not an exaggerated Christianity, did you not often help yourselves
out of the embarrassing situation by such expressions as, "No, I am not like
that. Ve Christians are not so strict"?. You did not want to be the kind of
Christians as they actually are? Have you therefore renounced the blessed ex-
perience which you have.had in your Christianity and which the world considers
so foolish? Have you not now and again out of love to the world and its rotten
peace joined the world in passing judgment upon your most holy Christian faith
with derogatory, contemptuous words and replied to unbelievers and mockers,
"Those are differences of opinion. Everyone .can think as he pleases"? Alas, if
one has rejected the confession of the truth once or twice with such frivolous
talk, then in an evil hour it can well happen that he joins Peter in cursing
himself and swearing, that he solemnly renounces .Christianity and, incited on

by mockers, does not permit. the slander that.one is such a simple foolish
Christian to stand, . E .

And one's entire conduct also agrees with such talk.- Yes, one can deny
the Lord Jesus by one's air and deed as well, if one is silent at the wrong time
while others are.speaking against Christ, if one puts on a friendly expression
when sinful jokes are being cracked, ‘Peter's entire attitude, his cowardice
and fearfulness, his impurity agreed with his sinful talk.

- If one first learns to talk like the world, then one also gradually
becomes accustomed to its ways and‘customs‘nnd by‘that,very same way forsakes
and denies the narrow, thorny path of the persecuted sect of the Nazarene. His
walk loses its Christian color and conforms to the'wald.'AHe no, longer listens

to the words of the Lord Jesus, .the admonition and warning of Scripture and the
sermon; he no longer is so care ‘ ' T y ' e ‘
is thrown completely from the circle of the disciples of Jesug and travels in
.the broad, comfortable rut of the vorld,

- And even if one preserves a few ap-
pearances of piety, he nevertheless denies the power of godliness,

© We see that the oﬁe,weighs as heavily as the‘other: the frivolous,

wicked, and at last blasphemous conversation by which one.frees himself from
Christ whom the world mocks : ' ' ‘

» and the deeds of a denier who turned aside from the
true way, And this sin weighs so heavily because it .grows so gquickly. One de-
nial follows upon another, one word leads to another. Soon Peter has denied
the Lord three times.: And because one often attempts to correct and make good
one's earlier words with other words, one falls verykdeeply and entangles the
tongue and conscience in the most foolish, Presumptuous words., If at first one

leaves the narrow way in only a feyw thinga,ffollows the example of the world,
and ignores the voice of the lord, soon one 1itele bit after the other is torn
from the Christian garment and he w : : '

ears much more easily and comfortably the
new parment fashioned in the style R b : v

of the world,
This.sin has caught and e

: : ntangled. very neérly the Qhole human race.
It blinds and confuses even the goul

t and the mind to such an extent that one
becomes deaf and dumb to all the warnings of the Lord just as Peter .did not
hear the first cock crow. This sin .

-Very soon becomes a mortal sin; it hurls
one from grace'into wrath. 'Whoever‘cons?antIY.SBYS, "I am not Jesus' disciple"

-and walks according to these words neither is nor remains Jesus!' disciple.
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With his threcfold denial Peter had fallen from the faith. Woe to all who are
ashamed before the world of Jesus' name, or who under the appearance, in the
delusion of picty and love of Jesus deny the power of faith and Christianity!
Woe 1f they hear the terrible word, "Whosoever shall deny me before men, him
will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven," Mt 10:33. Oh, that
none of us must hear this word on that day! May the Lord in grace preserve

us from this! Amen.

loth SERMON

Matthew 26:74.75; Mark 14:72; Luke 22:60-62; John 18:27,‘

Last time we plctured to ourselves Pecter's deep, serious fall. Holy
Writ tells us also of the sins of the saints. It presents deeply moving exam-
ples. David, the man after God's heart, besmirched himaelf by an infamous and
bloody deed from which we turn aside with horror. Peter,. the disciples of the
Lord, whom the Lord honored the most highly, denied his Master who he knew so
well before a few wretched men and girls. We shake our head at such contempti-
ble cowardice. We read of such kinds of offences which the saints of God have
given in the Scriptures. , ' ,

What shall we say about them? Shall we take offence? See, more is
told us of these saints than that they fell so deeply and were so wretchedly
confounded. Holy Scripture also tells us of David's and Peter's repentance..
Through God's power and grace these deeply fallen men rose again from their
fall and received mercy. And God erases the sins of the repentant, casts them
Into the depths of the sea, and remembers them no more in all cternity.

However, God has intentionally perpetuated in Scripture the remem-
brance of the sins of the saints, David's sin, Peter's sin. He moved the holy
men whom he inspired to write the Scriptures to record also such offences so
that this power and grace shines the more brightly in contrast to this black
background, The amazing power and grace of God turned these offences into shin-

ing examples of repentance and absolution, For no amount of money would we let
David's and Peter's fall be taken from Scripture, otherwise we would lose the
most amazing, powerful comfort we can have which we draw from the restoration
and pardon of these sinners. Such examplea of repentance, the example of
- frightened, humbled David, repentant Mary Magdalena, bitterly weeping Peter, the
malefactor on the right hand are like pearls and precious stones which shine
forth from God's Word and immensely refresh and gladden our heart. The repent-
ant tears of Mary Magdalena and Peter are like gentle dew which trickles from
the Scriptures into our tired, cold heart. Let Peter's repentance be the sub-
ject of our present Lenten meditation. From this story we perceive what true,
honest repentance 15 and how the sinner comes to repentance,

PETER'S TEARS, A SHINING EXAMPLE OF REPENTANCE

We see,
I. How the Lord Calls the Sinner to Repentance

II. Wherein True Repentance Consists.

I.
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How does the sinner come to regentance? That is the question which

is nearest at hand. Peter fell by his own fault, however, he could not now or

ever arise by his own ‘power. The Lord raised his fallen disciple up again, And
as the Lord dealt with Peter, so he deals with us all. He it 1s who calls the

sinner to repentance. .

 The twofold crowing of the rooster was "the first, the outward cause of
Peter's repentance, The crowing which reminded him of the word of the Lord roused
him out of the delusion and sleep in which he lay trapped. God made use of this
unimportant means, since he wanted to rescue a soul from ruin. All the servants
of the high priest's palace, yes, the chief priests and elders themselves in the
counsel chamber also heard in this night, in this morning, the rooster crowing
just as on other nights and mornings. This double crowing was meaningful to
Peter. It rang in his ears on this night in a far different manner than usually,
plerced his heart and conscience. He perceived in the crowing of the irratiomal
animal yet another voice. It reminded him of the admonition and prophecy of his
Master. The disciples of Jesus even later could/not forget the rooster which
woke Peter on that night, The Christians placed a rooster on their church
steeples. Those who wandered about and did business in the market place and in
the streets of the city should every time they looked up to the rooster on the
spire be called to reflect, stand still, and think a while whether or not the
constant driving of the world had pulled them as well into the sin of Peter,
whether they actually remembered the Lord before and amongst men.

- To this very day the Lord employs similar natural means to arouse
secure, sleeping sinners, If a Christian has once begun to deny the Lord Jesus,
be it by word or deed, when he has learned to echo the mocking, Christ-hating
opinion of the world, if he has accommodated himself to the ways of the world
in his calling, business, dealings, relations, in his pleasures, then that hap-
pens as happened to Peter, he loses the knowledge of himself, the clear reflec-
tion, the calm decision; his spirit dnd conscierce are troubled as though be-
witched. Then God has to call loudly and knock strongly ‘Iindeed, so that he may
learn to hear again,’ However, God leaves nothing unattempted. Qur faithful
Lord does not want to allow any soul, which he has bought, especially no Chris-
tian's soul to whom he has already made himself known, to destroy itself; he
takes even the creatures into his service,‘so that they help hin awaken those
who are sleeping.

To be sure, God turns the sinner on1y through his Wbrd' however, he
also uses created, natural things and means to call his Word to the sinner's
mind. Natural events ‘in which the world, the common crowd sees only daily,
meaningless accidents are for the Christian, above all for the fallen disciple,
often loud, piercing cock crows which urge themselves strongly on the conscience.
We perhaps have sketched a plan which promises profit and enjoyment, and we have
already made preparations for carrying it out, when suddenly an unexpected ob~
struction lies in the way and frustrates our plans. That is a cock crow, a warn-
ing from above, "Take heed that you have not entered upon an evil, deceitful way!"
In the midst of happiness and peace there suddenly falls a heavy tribulation
upon the home, sickness or even death, That is a cock crow for the perplexed,

a reminder from above, "Have you perhaps departed from the right path of the
disciple of Jesus, from the narrow way of following after Christ, and consequent-
ly have the idea of denying and’ leaving the Lord?" 1If enemies, envious people
revile and slander us, we will be silent and consider, "Perhaps the Lord has
commanded them to do that, perhaps we have deserved such blows.” If good friends
warn us, we will greet them as messenger of Cod whom the Lord does not send to

us without reason. Yes, just when such a word of warning and judgment, such an
accident and mishap rushes straight up and suddenly strikes us, the Lord is
certainly calling to us.:

While Peter was still speaking, the rooster crowed suddenly for the
second time. One mishap, one calamity follows upon the heels of another, the
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admonitions and warnings repeat and repeat. Oh, 1if only we hear the second, the
third call. Otherwise we might become so completely deaf and indifferent, that
the loudest trumpet call can no longer avaken us.

Meanwhile the cockcrow was only the outward cause of Peter's repent-
ance, As the rooster crowed for the second time, the Lord turned and looked at
Peter. TProbably whilst he was led tied from Annas to Calaphas, from one wing
of the high priest's palace into the other, Jesus turned to the side and looked
at the fallen disciple. This look of Jesus plerced Peter through and through,
In that way Jesus calls the sinners to repentance, especially the fallen disci-
ples, He turns to them, otherwise they would never again arise. He it is who
converts them, because he turns to them. ‘

He looks at them through his Word. Here in the Word,
tures, in the sermon we hear the voice of Jesus, here the eyes of Jesus burns.
The Word of God, the Spirit of Christ in the Word shines Into the innermost part
of the heart and penetrates to the very marrow. It was an earnest, reproachful
glance which Jesus gave Peter., The look was an eloquent sermon, "Pcter, see
what these men are doing to me, thesc soldliers and servants of the high priest
have tied me; the Sanhedrin will now pronounce sentence upon me, Oh, they do
not know what they are doing; they are blind and hardened, That you, my dis-
ciple whom I loved, who loved me, that you have also uttered the sentence, 'I
do not know the man,' that you untied the bond which bound me and you pains me
much more. You must know what you do. You know me. I had warned you." The
Lord turned aside from his bonds, from the slander of the Jews .and looked at.
Peter, What he did to him in his suffering cut more deeply into his soul than
what his enemies did to him.

' Thus the Lord looks, thus he speaks also to us when we have sinned a-
gainst him, when we have denied him, "You, my Christian, my friend, my disciple,
what have you done to me? I can put up with the blind, foolish world, what the
hardened Jews and the ignorant heathen speak against me and how they slander 1.
But that you let yourself be overcome by their mockery, that you did not remain
true to me, mv heart is broken about that." That word, that Passes upon all
who hear the sermon and read the Bible: Again, by means
one's Bible reading the Lord especially fixes his eye on
upon you and me and reproaches him for having denieﬁ his faithfulness and love.
The Lord speaks especially to the fallen disciple, You, yes, you have denied
me. You knew me and still you were ashamed of me before men. You follow me.
and yet you suddenly allowed yourself to be seduced and yYou left the way of
life. 1In having sinned and done evil, in transgressing a commandment you have
denied me, your Lord and Savior, denied the will of your Master, Yes, you have
denied my power and grace which could have shieclded and Protected you in your
hour of weakness." ‘

in the Scrip-

‘of the scrmon, through
this and that person,

Behold, however, this voice gradually changes and sounds gentle and
mild, It was an earnest glance which fell on Peter. And as the Lord 1looked
longer at him, as his eye met the eye of the fallen disciple,
became clearer, friendlier. Who might it be among us whose ‘sp
never met: the friendly glance of Jesus the Savior of Sinners?
ed of grace says, "Yes, I know this glance." That look of the
ticing Cospel, "Yes, Peter, your sins hurt me, taste bitter to
my bitter suffering, my bands, the unjust sentence to death =~
place for sinners, for fallen disciples also, out of love also
true that your words, "I know him not,' were like fist blows
but I was silent and endured it, I atoned for all sins, your sins ag well.
Therefore, stand up! return! Your sins lie on me.  See my tied hands; I per-
mit you to return; yes, come into my arms!" That is the voice, the friendly
voice of the Gospel which sinners, the fallen disciples hear, "Your sins, your

his countenance
iritual eye has
Whoever has tast-
Loxd was the cn-
me, yet gee here
all that took
for you. It is
» slaps in the face;
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denial lie:.on Liim, on the innocent, bound Lamb of God who will_bc'Led Lo death.)
This Jesus, the bearer of sins, the Savior look praciously on you; he wants to
forget; he has already forgotten what you spoke againsi him, vherewith you
grieved him. He rejoiced heartily, immensely if you reiturn now, turn o him,
look on. him, and seize his pity. He is always the one and the same, just and
pious and eternally faithful. He is and remains your 3avior, therefore may you
remain his disciple, or if you have denied your discipleship become again what
you wvere and vhereby,you were gso blessed!"” 1In thac way the Lord raises his
fallen diuciples, - . . , 4

Such words of ardent love take fire in the heart. And even those vho
have not yet fallen as deeply as Peier, vho in weakness indeed often stumble and
oogle wich the world, vho however have not yei losi the faich and grace, those
he unceasingly folloys with the same glance of love, wich his anxious waking
eyes. 'Oh my Chrisitians, only turn not your eyes avay from this Savior and his
Gospel. .

II.

- In that manner the Lord calls the sinner :o repentance. We also learn
from tha example of Peter che real nature of that true repentance vhich is worked

When the rooster had crowed for the second .time and che Lord looked
at him, Peter remembered the word of Jesus which he spoke to him,‘"Befbre the
cock crow twice, thou shalt deny my thrice." Iie had forgotien this world complete-
ly. Now that the hand of the Lord touched him, he rememberéd it. Nov he rec-
ognized chai he sinned by despising the warning of ihe Lord, chat he had actual-
ly denied the Lord three Limes. o o

That is the beginning of true repentance, true contrition, recognition
of sin. The sinner who is touched through the hand and spiric of che Lord now
sees wvhat he did not see before; he sces his sins and transgfession'in the most
glaring lipht. . He remembers those words through vhich the Lord warned him be-
fore. tle says to himself, "Oh, yes, the Lord.has surrounded che way of sin with
a strong enough fence. How ofien, hov earnestly he had admonished me, 'Watch
and pray, lest ye enter inio.temptavion! Remain in my, remain in my love.' I
despised his Word, I forsook and'denied him, my faichful Lord and Master.' The
falthless‘remembersvall the words which were spoken to him by men;‘péstdr;:e1~
d?rs, Cgrlstian frienda, at confirmation, in so many Sermons,. at so many occa-
sions, “Kemember Jesus Christ! Be thou faichful unio death!'"™ , :

And, to chis remembrance is added deep, bitter sorrov, The‘penetraﬁing
glance of the Lord kindles a fire in one's heart. The 51h;vthe denial burns in
Egiizzgé'hizhﬁzaif vas gith Pe?er. He had to leave ithe courtya;d quickly; In
SOt ¢ was full and gushed over. He bepan to veep., A great flood
OIE:QarS burst out of his innermost soul and he wept bitrerly far, far inco che
alehc. - ar, -,

) The holy evangelisis cell only of che icars of Peier but do not de-
scrlbe'the condition of his heart which is_shouﬁ,hy the tears,. What moved Petor's
sould in that bitter hour cannot he described by words. This is true contrition
anq repeptance:( gorrow, burning sorrow over a recognized sin: grief' godly |
grief. The fallen disciple is deeply prieved for having nrie;cd the,Lord- The
grief of heart flous over by iiself inio hot tears. Griesing repentant |
David testified chat he wacered his bed ihe vhole nigﬁtvwith ﬁis tears. The
prophei Joel admonished fallen Israel, "Turn ye zven to me with all your heart
and with Zasiing, and vith weeping, and with'mourﬁing, and rend your heart.’ -
Joel 3,12b.13a. If ihe heart is renc, deep sigﬁs; griév0us tears also follbﬁ.
ilary Mapgdalena baihed the feet. of the Lord vwiith her cears. B o
And if the tears do noi always flow as freely as. they did with David,.
with May iagdalena, wich Peter, if a disciple who has denied his Lord comes ﬁo’
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his serious,’ deep fall, it will also be to some extent
known and clear by his deportment, by his conduct, by his earnestness in behav=

ior and speech that big things‘move'him inwardly. - And when men are not looking

at him he will call upon God 1in thq stillness, in the solitude which he secks

out with Peter.
The tears of Peter

repentance and recognizes

reflect themselves also in the daily contrition
and repentance of the upright Christian. They step daily before their God and
spcak out of a shaken heart, if they have not sinned to death, but stumbled and
swerved out of weakness, "Forgive me, Lord, when my conscience says the world,
devil, and sin have torn me from you. I am sorry for them. I'come to you a-
gain; here is my hand, you are mine, and I am yours."

Not only does remembering ‘sin, sorrow, and grief belong to true re-=
pentance, but above all remembering the grace of the Lord and a happy reliance
upon his mercy. These two parts make up repentance: contrition and faith. Be-
cause Peter wept so, he also clung in spirit to the friendly glance of the Lord.
This glance had bored so deeply into his soul that he could not again forget it.
He also certainly remembered the word of Jesus, when he said to him, "But I
have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.” 1Lk 22:32. He recognized that
the Lord had kept his promise, had prayed for him during his denial, had remem-
bered his fallen disciple in the midst of his own bitter suffering, looked gra=
ciously at him, and called him to repentance. He must say, '‘The Lord is much
concerned, that I do not go completely astray, that my faith does not fail for-
ever, that my soul will be saved." And in that manner he had certainly expect-
ed the mercy and grace of his Savior with confidence and seized the absolution
in faith which the friendly glance of Jesus already had offered him .in advance.
Three days later he ran with John to the open grave of the Lord, light of heart,
of a good conscience to .thank him for the forgiveness of which he was certain

in that hour of the night.

‘ The repentance, the faith of Peter lets itself also be recognized in

that sign of genuineneSs: love to the Lord. In the bitter tears of repentance
guch tears with which Mary Magdalena wet the

hot tears of love are also mixed,
he swore his love to the Lord. That is true

fecet of the lord. Soon afterwards
repentance, truc faith., The repentant sinner, who is touched by the glance, by

the spirit of the lord remembers the grace of the Lord, the gracious promise,
"Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden! Him that cometh unto me I
will in no wise cast out," is confident in the intercession of Jesus which is
likewise promised to him as it was to Peter, takes comfort in the'Bittér suffer-
ing and death of Christ, and by this dries his bitter tears, With such faith
there awakens at the same time a new, ardent love to him who also in love re-
members him., Whoever lives in daily repentance, whoever has faith daily lays
hold of Christ's blood and merit and soothes therewith his conscience which is
Whenever a Christian steps out of his closet of .

disturbed with daily sin.
prayer he is as certain of the absolution of his God as Peter was after he

stopped weeping.

The shining example of Peter's repentance is for that reason also
highly comforting to us poor, weak followers of the apostle because from it we
‘perceive that also incomplete, yes, repentance only begun 1s true repentance.
Even the great repentance of Peter was not complete. He did not.yet dare to .
make amends for his sin before the servants, to go.back into the high priest's
palace and openly confess to those before whom he had denied, "I have sinned.
I am his disciple and also will remain one." L ) ’

We therefore will not despair when we painfully prove to ourselves
the weakness and frailty of our repentance, when we grieve over the fact that
our sins trouble us so little, when we miss the ardor of. faith and love. Even
when repentance is true and upright, it is for that reason not yet complete.
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Yet the spark which the Lord has kindled in our heart will continue to glow,and
in the future increase. Under the gracious assistance of the Holy Spirit, re-
pentance continues, grows steady, becomes constantly deeper more earnest, ar=-
dent, strong. A few weeks after his lamentable fall we see Peter standing be-
fore the Sanhedrin. There he confessed his Lord Jesus ‘with a joyful courage
and rebuked the sins of the Jews who hanged the Prince of Life on the tree and
killed him, Finally, he also glorified his Lord with a martyr's death. He who
had denied the Lord will and certainly must afterwards show the uprightness of
his repentance by henceforth without shynesa confessing Christ before men.

‘And that is the final comfort which we draw from our text: not the
manner and way, the quality, the earnestness,. the depth of our repentance, not
our atoning makes us pure and holy, It was not those bitter tears of repentance|
which washed Peter clean from his stain. The suffering, dying Redeemer set the
fallen disciple on his feet, received and justified him again. Only the blood
of Jesus .Christ makes us clean from sin. Only:thetgrace of Jesus Christ makes
the repentant sinner .righteous and holy. May the lord preserve us in his grace,
for then are we helped. Amen. ' \

/lth SER/\/IO/\/

Matthew 26:59-68; ~27:1; Mark 14: 55-65 15:1; Luke 22 63-71

We sing in our Lenten'hymn, "0 dearest Jesus, what law hast thou brok-
en that such sharp sentence should on thee be spoken?" In the Lenten text be- |
for us we hear the sentence of death which the Jews pronounced upon -their King,
which the children of men pronounced upon the Son of God. After Christ was ex-
amined privately by the high priest and was asked about his disciples and his
‘doctrine, he was formally put on trial. In the meanwhile the chief priests, the]
elders, and scribes, the members of the Sanhedrin had gathered during those nigh
hours in the high priest's palace. Jesus was led bound before this highest cour
of Israel. Never in any other place on earth did suck a terrible, inhyman crim-
inal court ever convene as in that Easter Eve in judgment upon the Holy One of
God. This horrible court and sentence properly hid itself under the darkness of
night, And in order that this wicked, unjust sentence would be legally correct,
it was, as we hear at the close of our text, repeated and confirmed at dawn.
Then was fulfilled what was written of the hind which had been hunted.

"Moreover, the buring hatred against Christ the Son of the Most High .
which animated those judges we percelve from the circumstances; against all
sense of justice he who was condemmed was smitten by rough fists and frightful
torture before the execution of the sentence of death only at that time. White-
hot, burning hatred toward Christ: that is the heart and mind of the sinful
fallen world, yes, also of the plous Jews who boast of God's Law. And this hatr
toward Christ does not cease until he is done away with. The world, even the
pious world, the false church has always condemmed Christ,' Christ's way, Chris-
tianity, the true Christians to death. Christ and Christianity have no rights
upon earth. - If it is endured in places for a while, it 1i: grace, yes, God's
grace which for a- time binds the hands and gags the mouth of men's malice.
Today we want to ponder with one another this. evil counsel and will of men
vhich God's counsel and will turnmed to good.‘ :

MEN PRONOUNCE THE SENTENCE OF DEATH UPON THE SON OF MAN
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We draw the following thoughts from our text:

L. Christ was Sentenced Without a Good Ren
11. Only Because He was God's Son,
- III. They were in Dead Earnest about This
LV. Those who Passed Sentence u
Sentence upon ‘hemselves.

V. In_this Bloody Scntence we Howeﬁer'Pcrcéivc God's Gracious Absolu=~
tion. . ‘

30n,

Sentenée. ‘
pon Christ Pronounced the Death

L,

Christ was sentenced without {ust cause.
sentence Christ it had to produce the grounds for su
decision rests upon a proven complaint.”

First of all, wve hear in our text how Christ
sation was a lie. The highest tribunal of the Jews sou
gainst Jesus so that they could cause his death. The L

false witness rise up against any man to testify against him that which is
wrong, then both the men between whom the controversy is.shall stand before the
Lord, before the priest, and the Jjudges which shall be in those days; and the
judges shall make diligent inquisition, and behold, if the witnegs be a false
witness, and hath testified against his brother, thenjshalllye'dq to him,as he
had thought to have done unto his brother." Dt 19:16-19a. But see, the Sanhe-
drin which should have unmasked, rejected, and punished the falge witnesses,
itself came forward as false, malicious Witness against Christ. Then was ful-
filled what the Psalms and the prophets had often Predicted, "False witnesses
_~ are rise up against me." Ps 28:12, C
This false testimony betrayed itself at once ag
ery tissue of lies is absurd, against common sense,
testimony of the many false witnesses did not agree.
ses arose; they arose as it seems from among the jud
they were even judges and chief priests) and gave fal
and said, "We heard him say, I will destroy this temple that is made with hands,
and within three days 1 will build another made without hands." Mk 14:58, But
even thig testimony did not agree. One witness contradicted the other and de-
stroyed the force of his testimony. Had Chris§ said, "1 can demolish the teq-
Ple," that would be something else than if he had said, " will demolish it
Only the last statement seemed to give the accusation some grounds, Chrigt had
never said that he wanted to or could demolish the temple, but he had said to
‘the Jews, "Destroy this temple," Nor had he spoken of another temple which he
‘intended to build but the same temple which the Jeus would destroy he would re-
build. There was a kernel of truth in the false testimony: the ope witness
- Spoke of a temple which was not made with hands. This Proved that Christ had
not talked of the temple at Jerusalem but of ththcmple of his body which the
Jews would destroy but which he intended to resurrect again after three days.
' ‘ The screams of the false priests and prophets, "Here ig the Lord's
temple! Here is the Lord's temple! This man has spoken blasphemy against the
temple, the holy place!" dispensed with all grounds. The wicked judges whom
Satan had blinded and hardened knowingly, maliciously turned truth ipte lies,
white into black, good into evil. With that talk abgut the temple the Lord had
indicated the greatest blessing which he wanted to give the human race: his
death and resurrection. By this means he wanted to establish‘cod's'kingdom on
earth, And the Jews defamed and slandered him as though he wanted to destroy
God's temple, God's kingdom. To all of this Christ S3ys nary a word. Even when
the high priest asked him, "Answerest thol nothing? What is it which they wit-
ness against thee?" ‘Mk 14:60 he was silent and answered nothing. This silence
~ was clear proof of his innocence; this silence tore

ce 3 the whole web of lies of
the Jews. Those false,“foolish, non§en51§gl accusations deserved no answer or

Before the Sanhedrip could
ch a verdict, Every legal

was accused.  This accu=-
ght false witnesses a-
avw of Moses says, "If a

lies and slander, Ev-
And so also here the false
At last two false witnes-
ges sitting there (hence
Se witness against Christ
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refutation.

Thus the world judges Christ, Christianity, Christ's disciples to this
day. Every time Christians are brought to court, every time the world openly or
secretly talks about Christians they were and -are false complaints and accusa-
tions, lies which are not believed even by the slanderers themselves.,

. The world intentionally seeks not only witnesses, but. false witness
against Christions These ‘complaints ‘and lies contradict each other and con-
tain the most absurd reproaches. At one time they say, "Christians are bigots,
misanthropes, proud Pharisees who despise other sinners." And then, when Chris-
tians absolve repentant sinners and recelve them into their fellowship, they say,
"They are friends of publicans and sinners; - they lower themselves to the level
of the common people," The plous world, the' false church cries aloud, "The
lord's temple! The Lord's temple.. The Christians are robbers and destroyers of
the temple!"” And it is the true Christians who preach and testify of Christ who
permitted the temple of his body to be destroyed and raised it apgain three days
later; who preach and testify of Christ's death and resurrection; who faith-
fully confess Christ the crucified and by such witness rescue sinners from death
and build up God's kingdom, the spiritual temple, who are decried as hating sec-
tarians who entangle and destroy Christendom because they pitilessly condemn
other opinions and views, antichristian lies and false doctrine and destroy the
temple built by men, human greatness, wisdom, v1rtue, glory. Following the
Lord Jesus' example we are silent in ‘the face of such senseless accusations. We
do not give the clumsy lies the’ honor of contesting them. That 1is the sin of
the world: falge witness agalnst Christ

Meanvhile the germ of all 'sin and malice 1s found also in our flesh
and blood As we turn away in horror from the clumsy sins and lies of the world,
let us at the same time examine ourselves, whethér we have often obeyed our evil
flesh and blood and also given false testimony against Christ, against his dis-
ciples, his 1naignif1cant brethren, against our brethren, falsely accused them,
picked up the first best rumor from the alley and carried it further without
looking at it In silence let us also confess our own guilt. ‘

CII.

. Christ was condemned without good'reasdn’simply because he was Cod's

Son.

When he\was silent, the high priest asked him once more saying, "Art
thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?" Mk 14:61. "I adjure thee by the liv-
ing God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ; the Son of God." Mt 26:
63. Jesus said, "Thou hast said, I am.” And in the second session of the court
at dawn Jesus declared once more, "'If I tell you, ye will not believe.' Lk 22:
67. I have repeatedly told you who I am, that I am -come from the Father and re-
turn to the Father, you do not believe it, you do not want to believe it, 'And
1f I also ask you, ye will not nnﬂwer, nor ‘let me go,' Lk 22: 67 that 15; if T
would compel you to confess by my questions that I have not spoken or worked by
my own power you will be silent; nevertheless you would not let me go éven if
you would have to agree that I am from above." And when they all asked’ him,
"Art thou the Son of God?" he answered’ them, "Ye say that I am." 'Lk 22:70.
Shortly. before his death Jesus confirmed, yes, took his oath to the important
evidence which he himself declared his whole life, "I and the Father are one,
Beforc Abraham was, I am. I am the Son of God," He testified to all mankind
through human law, document, and seal, he solemnly and unmistakably swore that
he is Christ, the Son of the Highest We thank him that he sealed our most
holy faith, “We belicve and are sure that thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God," Jn 6:69 with such POWEfol proofs. WNow men cannot have a single
doubt about the person of Christ He stated under oath to his foes and slander-
ers, before the Sanhedrim, "I am Christ, the Son of God." After the high priest
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such testimony he tore his clothes and said, "He hath spoken blasphemy; what
further nced have we of witneases? behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy.
What think ye?" Mt 26:065.66. fhey all condemned him and said, 'He is guilty
of death.," Mt 20:66. '

The Holy One of God was condemned as a blasphemer. According to
Moses' Law blasphemers should die.. But that was gross hypocrisy when the high
pricst tore his garments. The sanctimonious judges cannot deny that Christ
really was he whom he claimed to be. When he asked them they had to become si-
lent and aprec to his testimony. That doubled, powerful, plain testimony, b
am God's Son," cut deeply into their heart and conscience. Yes, just because
he was Cod's Son, because he had touched their conscience with the truth, he was
condemned to death. They hated this prophet sent by God; they did not want to
listen to the voice of heavenly truth; they did not want to be reprimanded.

Because Cod's Son continually disturbed their conscience they saw no other way

of getting peace than through the death sentence pronounced upon God's Son.
And this death sentence was confirmed by all the families of men. The

world cannot tolerate the voice of God's Son., It suspects and feels: in a
Christian sermon, in the Word of Scripturc a higher power is at work; the
Christ of whom the Christians speak is not an ordinary man. Yes, this Christ,
the Son of God reprimands their sins and tells them the truth. That the world
and the pious, upright, self-righteous of all things cannot endure. And be-
cause the .truth, becausé Cod's Son testifies to their conscience they condemn
Christ and all Christianity and would gladly see this disagreceable name blotted
out from the carth. For that reason they brand Christ's disciples as worship-
pers of Jesus, idolizers, and through such hypocritical speech conceal their

own blasphemy. ;
Yet before

the world let us look to oursc

we become angry at the malice and devilish hypocrisy of
lves and ask vhether we also have not often taken
from Christ, God's Son the honor we owe him. Have we not often torn our gar-
ments, become irritated over our neighbor's sins and wrong, and yet ourselves
refused to obey -the voice of God's Son in the Scripture and the sermon? would
we not like to see many words of the divine truth, this or that unpleasant
Bible pasSage which pricks our conscicnce erased from the Scriptures? Yes, we
are guilty, accessorics to the crime in the death of God's Som.

III.

They were in deadly earnest in passing this sentence. The Satanic
hatred against Christ is Tevealed in the abuse by which they most unjustly con-
firmed the sentence. The men who held Jesus mocked him, they spit in his noble,
holy face which so often filled his foes with fear and terror, that noble face
which had enticed the sinner to come to him. This bright, clear mirror was be-
fouled with spit which came like poison and gall from angry hearts. He did not
hide his face from shame and spitting as the prophet predicted. What they did
not dare do to the meanest criminal or an i:rational animal, that they did to
God's Son, the living God, the almighty Creator, and brutal abuse was added to
the mockery and spitting. The servants of the high priest smote Christ's face

with bare fists.
And eve

n more péinful was the impudent slander which must have dffect-
ed the Lord, the Holy Onme; they put a blindfold over his head, then hit him
and asked, Prophecy unto us, thou Christ, who is he that smote thee?" Mt 26:
68. Because these men indeed felt that they lied concerning that sentence upon
Christ, God's Son they stifle thelr conscience with coarse, common blasphemies
and shameful deeds. ) ‘ .

To this very day Christ looks down from the throne of glory upon the
deeds of men. And the malice, the filth, the uncleanness of the world, the im=
pudent transgressions of all divine and human laws, the insolent violation of
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all divine and human rights is also mockery "and spitting, ‘they -are also blows
and slaps in the face of the Son of God who sits upon the throne of God , Through
these Christ is blasphemed. ‘

Christ lives and works in his Word. And it is the pious world the
false church which reviles, mocks, befouls, tortures, mangles, and mutilates the
Holy Scriptures, the lord of truth. Christ is honored, and ‘loved 435 well as de-
spised and reviled in his insignificant brethren on earth, At all times the -
"Christ-hating" world, the antichristian church has not only condemned Christ's
disciples and deemed them worthy of death but has also tortured, reviled, and
hit the innocent martyrs with fists as they did the Lord.

Alas, we likewise cry out and sigh ‘

1 caused thy grief and sighing
By evil multiplying ’
) As countless as the sands.
I caused the woes unnumbered
With which Thy soul 1is cumbered,
Thy sorrows'raised by wicked hands, (171,4)

.

The holy, noble countenance of Jesus,'the Son of God, his image is impressed

upon the sgoul of us Christians by Word and Sacrament. And with our unholy,
fleshly thoughts ‘with all kinds of Jokes and tomfoolery, with -earthly, vulgar
anxieties, with greed and avarice we defile this holy picture, this bright mirror.
Many times we also cover Christ's head and blindfold his all-seeing eyes when

we permit ourselves this and that which grieves his holy eyes. Therefore we

must confess from the depths of our soul and say, "Kyrie eleison' Lord, have
mercy upon us)'

.

Yet those who pronounce'Sentence upon Christ, God's Son, 'and persevere
in this evil counsel and will pronounce the sentence of death upon themselves.

Because the.Jews intentionaly sought false witness and reviled Christ,
they were condemned in their own conscience. Because their own conscience con-
demned them, they sentenced Christ for the.second time. In so doing they wvanted
to silence the judge in their hearts, Christ predicted for the second time that
from now on, if they would ever seec him again whom they killed, they would see
him, the Son of God and man sitting on the right hand of power and coming in the
clouds of heaven.

He whom they condemned would at some future time appear as their judge
and given their their due reward The Sanhedrin Jerusalem, the Jewish nation
saw in the year 70 A. D, the power and glory of the Lord and learned his venge-
ance and punishment when he permitted country and people to be judged and de-
stroyed by the Romans.

All unbelievers who condemn Christianity to death judge themselves.
Even now their conscience pronounces sentence. And how they will tremble and be
alarmed when they will see the Son of God come in human form in the clouds of
heaven with great power and glory, when they must appear before the judgment
throne of the man whom they so shamefully condemned on earth! Then he will make
all his foes his footstool. Then he will pronounce the sentence of death upon
them, "Depart from me, ye cursed into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil
and his angell” Mt 25:41. Then these condemned will be covered with insult -
and shame and be tortured forever in hell. Then they will be ‘repaid to the ’
last penny what they did to Christ, the Son of the Beloved - ‘

e h A v.
S 0 I
However, ve who repentantly, besecchingly, imploringly look in faith

——
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and trust to the crucified Christ, we perceive in the scntence of death which
was pronounced upon him God's gracious absolution. We confess our sins to him,
judge ourselves, call ourselves guilty of having so often denied him honor and
obedience, abused his Word and commands, injured him in our brethren, grieved
and insulted his holy eyes with vile lusts and thoughts, Yet we fasten our
eyes of faith upon the innocent, patient Lamb of God who stands silent and dumb
before his judges. Behold, he is the Lamb of God who carries away the sins of
the world! Patiently he lets himsclf be accused, sentenced, condemned. He did
not hide his face from shame and spitting., He gave his checks to them that
plucked off the hair. Thus he atoned for our sins and transgressions.

In the sentence of death which was pronounced upon him we now hear
God's absolution. Who can accuse God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who.
will condemn? It is Christ who died, who was unjustly sentenced to death and
died on the cross and then rose again and sits at the right hand of God and
took our place. Without cause and reason he is accused, indicted, reviled, and
remained silent in the face of all this. ‘So now the law and the accuser, Satan,
must be silent even though he has found reason enough to accuse us. In and
with that unjust sentence vhich he passed upon Christ through the Jews his
claim on the guilty is canceled. Through the insult, spitting, pains, torture
which Christ endured honor, pleasure, joy, salvation in kingdom of heaven has
been won for us. He is and was truly the Son of the living God: all the guilt
of men has been atoned., He is truly the Son of man, the Brother, Suretor, and
Substitute: through him we are freed from eternal judgment. We thank him for
his innocent, bitter suffering and death and we also want to prove our thanks
by willingly suffering wrong, by curbing ourselves when wicked tongues cut and
destroy our gentleness and our name. We will swear allegiance to this Son of
God and man, our Redeemer until death. When he will return in the clouds of
heaven he will prove to us that he has truly redeemed us f;om death, judgment,

and damnation. Amen.

Oth SERMON

Matthew 27:2=10.

Jesus was ‘led bound to the high priest Annas and from Annas to Caia-
phas and finally still bound to the governor Pontius Pilate. The Jews deliver-
ed their King and Messiah to the heathen. The Roman judge should confirm the
- Sanhedrin's sentence of death. While the holy evangelists follow Christ's
trial step by step, they at the same time point, as from a distance, to cer-
tain persons who had no part in the trial, yet who belonged to those who helped
to put Christ to death, Wthat happened to Peter and Judas in that night and
" morning when Christ was sentenced is described in detail in the Gospels and the
description of this person affair is intertwined in the report of the public
proceedings. Peter and Judas, two the the Twelve, assisted in their way in
having Christ put to death. .

It is not only the world, the Jewish and heathen world, which pro-
nounces the sentence of death upon Christ, the Son of God. Even we, even our
sins, the sins of the disciples are the cause of his death. We also have
caugsed him labor by our sins and wearied him with our iniquities. That we
should never forget when we hear of the wicked tricks and intrigues-which the
godless, hostile world weaves against Christ, Peter and Judas, the two disci-
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ples of Jesus, show us Christians, as it were, our place in the Lenten story.
They, as though they were our substitutes from among the circle of the disci-
ples, there joined in the plots and. actions. The whole world in all its stations
and parties have delivered Christ to death. And Christ has born the sins of the
whole world, also the sins of his disciples, our sins., There 'is complete forgive-
ness in him. If with Peter we arise from our fall and amid tears confess to

‘him how we have sinned against him, we will experience the power of Christ's
death in our conscience. The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us as well from

the sin of denial. Anyone who comes to him, the Redeemer of the world even

though he were a traitor will not be cast out. -~ . .= . . : :

" But woe to them who reject, despise, deny, and betray Christ the Cru-
cified, and the blood of the Redeemer'! 'Woe to the world because it does not
believe the great sermon of the Crucified and Resurrected One! Woe -above all .
to the Judases, the disciples who have betrayed the Lord of -glory, and then:
turned their back to the grace of the Savior: Our text for this evening clearly
Pictures the fearful end of Judas as a frightening example. At all times and
‘ ‘places Judases have crept into the circle of .disciples. Many -Judases, known
Judases forsake the Church and go over: to the hostile world. Very many Judases,
disguies Judases, concealéd‘hypocrites take their place in the church. - :

We have already déalt with the horribleness:of the sin of Judas, -the
~betrayal. Those who are not frightened away from such sin and malice might be
frightened at the fearful end of Judas., Let us all be warned to watch and pray
that we do not fall into 'temptation’ Asguredly Satan seeks to catch us as well
in the net by_which he led Judas to hell. We say, : : ‘

GOD PRESERVE US ‘FROM THE TERRIBLE.END OF JUDAS'

"I. From Judas' Repentance'! .
II. From Judas' Rewcrd!:

I.

Our today's text reports Judas' repentance., When Judas who had betrayed
him saw that Jesus was condemned to death and was led bound from Calaphas to
Pilate; when he perceived the serious turn this affair would take which he him-
self had helped to plot, he was filled with remorse. He had constantly hoped
that just as he had done in the past Christ the Lord, whose omnipotence had so
often bound the hands of his foes, would -suddenly tear his bonds before the San~
hedrin, pass through the ranks of frightened judges as a conqueror,- and avoid
a;y more plots on their part. However, this expectation was not fulfilled,
_Sirist wasg the rather bound, mocked, beaten, wounded, and led from one execu-

' oner to the next. The Son of man must - indeed go as it is written of him. But
.ziz to ihat man by whom the Son of man is betrayed.. Suddenly Judas recognized
i is:ozzstsé?- Hﬁlreally was convinced, "I have sinned. in that I have betrayed
before hisn ood, .V-Q-' When the innocent, tormented Lamb of God was led away
his ove v"§¥eslto Pilate's judgment hall, the scales, as it were, fell from.
his eves, eas.' I have“betrayed this innocent Lamb. I have given him into the
innocent b1 xeﬁutioner, Ah, that was a serious crime. '"I have betrayed the

n ©od." Judas also perceived that Christ was innocent in his dealings
with him. . Jesus had -carnestly and faithfully warned him. .Yet he had wilfully

cast aside all these warning. He had to say to himself, "Yes, Jesus is righte-
ous, I am the guilty one." ~ : v !

Regret, bitter regret over the wrong done was added to the'knoﬁlédgé

Zf iﬁn.hiHe regretted it. The sight of the innocent, bound Christ condemned to
eath, his former friend and Master, cut deep into his heart and conscience.
Anxiety and ?error filled his soul: "Alas! If only I had not consented to that
evil coupsel. If only I were back at the supper table! - If only I had given up
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that murderous scheme in Cethsemanc! - Woc 1s me that I cannot turn time back
since that sin still lieg at my door'" Such thoughts would have tormented him.
And his regret he proves by the knowledge of his guilt. Fraukly he confessed to
the chief priests, his comrades in sin, "I have sinned in that I have betrayed
the innocent blood." V.4, .
Since he returned the 30 pieces of silver, he wanted to cancel his

lie called off the agrecement with his fricends;
ces of silver, the blood money away- to get rid
Thus his regret was noticeable also

part in that contract of blood.
yes, he finally threw the 30 ple
of it. 1le had become naupcated with it.

in his works. ‘
The same thing has happened to many sinners. When the plans and de-

ry, then they experience a sort of "gallows-repents=
ance:;" they become angry with and hate themsclves and condemn their folly,

Dut above all, former disciples of Jesus who betray and surrender the
Lord of glory for thc sake of money or earthly advantages and pleasures and who
our come to know what an evil exchange they have consented to
‘1ikewise often go through the pains and torments of such a '"Judas-remorse'" on
their way to hell. WUhen their vain hopes come to naught they all at once recog-
nize, "Alas, what evil we have done in letting go of the righteous Jesus-and
God's Word: Yes, we are guilty; we have denied and betrayed the known truth. :
Jesus is innocent. He admonished and warned us plenty of times. We have .. . -

‘stifled and killed our good conscience." ‘ )
And ‘such knowledge awakens painful grief and sorrow. They actually

regret their unfaithfulness. They yearn for those old gdays when Jesus their
lord and Master was their delight and joy. "*Alas, paradise is lost! Honor is
lost' Innocence is lost! Lost forever and ever!  The crown has been taken from
our heads'!" So they think; that vexes them ~

‘ And money and goods, the delights and baubles of the world through
which they let themselves be corrupted and deceived now disgust their soul. The
sin which once was his greatest delight now tastes so bitter. Job says of such
people, "They mar my path, they set forward my calamity, they have no helper.
They came upon me as a wide breaking in of waters; in the desolation they

rolled themselves upon me.'" Job 30:13.14.
They also renounce the friendship of their old friends, their compan=~

ions in robbery and murder, their tempters, confezas thelr sinz, and say, "We
want to have nothing mcre tO do with you." Verr cften theee rubellious people
behave most piousiy. Thair remorse is not merely a ploy of wueds, Their com-

plaint, their cries of woe come from a broxen heark, »

sires of godless men miscar

then in an evil h

Yes, it is true remorsc. ~ The law had carried on its work in Judas as
in Peter. And yet we say, "God preserve us from the remorse of Judas'' For it
was a remorse without faith. Peter believed and sought absolution. Judas re-
fused to belicve. Judas belicved Satan more than God. Satan frightened Judas
with the sin to which he had seduced him. Satan reproached him with the inno-
cent blood which he had betrayed. Satan said to Judas, "This blood clings to
your fingers, weighs heavily upon your conscience. You cannot cleanse yourself
from this stain nor is it possible to shake off this burden., OCnce and for all
times the brand, the mark of Cain the fratricide, of Christ's murderer, a trai-
tor is stamped upon your forchead." ‘

: And the devil taught the same speech to his comrades and servants, the
chief priests. They gave Judas the devil's absolution, 'What is that to us?

see thou to that." Mt 27:4. '"His blood be on us, and our children." Mt 27:25.
"We will answer for our part in Christ's murder, You just carry your sharel
You, and you alone have betrayed him. Why did not accept our pieces of silver?
‘Why did you open to us the gates of that peaceful garden? . Why did you kiss your

Master? You did it. Sece thou to that'" . , ‘
' And so behold! Judas who at first obeyed the voice of Satan and the
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chief priests, now also believes these same wicked companions, these murderers
and liars after the crime,after he regretted his evil deed, He belleved Satan
the father of liars; he believed the chief priests, these priests.of Satan, He
believed the thought, "Yes, the guilt, the chief guilt lies upon me And my sin
is greater than can be forgiven." He indeed recalled the Gospel which his for-
mer Master had preached, the absolution which he had pronounced upon repentant
publicans and sinners, fornicators and adulterers. He indeed remembers how Jesus
had followed his soul with his faithfulness and grace till the very end, to the
very last hiding place. He had just seen the Lamb of God who was. now bound,. who,
as he could know.from his former talks, carried the sins.of the world. But he
cast these thoughts from his mind and clung firmly to those thoughts which the
devil gave him, “You are lost! There is.grace for all sinners but not for a
traitor.” He believed the preaching of Satan; he turned his back to Christ,
the Redeemer and as unhappy Ahithophel his prototype in the 01d Testament he
went out and hanged himself. That is the remorse of Judas, remorse without
faith. That is the devil's repentance. , o
The devil also believes and trembles. That is the way which Satan
leads souls to eternity. First he seduces men into sin; he seduces even Chris~
-tlans to greed, debauchery, and the lust of the world. -Afterwards when he has
succeded he ridicules his wretched victims and derides and accuses them for obey-
ing him and hurls them into despair. = First he makes the sin small and insignifi-
cant. What are 30 pileces of silver? Afterwards he magnifies the sin and turns
the 30 pieces of silver into 10,000 pounds, a sum beyond repayment. At first he
dazzles the credulous with God's mercy with pardons the sinners weakness and is
completely silent about God's holiness which 1is displeased with a godless life.
Afterwards he preaches to sinners solely and alone of God's revengeful holiness
and destroys faith in the grace of God. . = ‘ , N
And woe! So many Judases, so many apostates who for the sake of the
temporal pleasure of sin have forsaken and betrayed the lord, now even after the
sinful deed, after the fall continue to believe and follow .the devil. They lis-
ten only and alone to the voice of their frightened conscience which completely
condemns them. They believe their wicked friends who have deceived them, their
tempters who refuse to take the guilt of the misled upon .themselves, ''See thou
to that! Why have you followed us?" From afar they indeed see Jesus, the Cru-
cified, the innocent Lamb of God who died for the sins of all, Yes, they recall
the blessed times of the past when they saw and tasted the goodness of the Lord,
They hear the voice of the Gospel, "The blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, clean-
seth us from all sin., No sin is so great that it cannot be forgiven." That
they know, that they hear anew. But woe' Their soul has already sunk too deep-~
ly into the dark thoughts of death. They close their eyes to the friendly light
ﬁf the Gospel of Chrigt. The conscience cries unceasingly, "You are lost! You
ave fri;tered away your gracel' And Satan's gospel obtains the victory. These
wrgtched People either hurl themselves .violently into outer darkness as Judas
and Ahithophel did, or apathetically they go their own way farther and farther

from the face of Jesus Christ 1
. nto the night of despair until the et
suddenly closes upon then g P | eternal night

II.

MAY Cod preserve us from Judas' femorse and fro ‘ r ‘
m Judas' reward which
follows 1t'! Judas hanged himself; he departed this life by means of this ter-

rible crime and, as Peter testified to . the eleven after the Lord!'

went to his own place, 8 gscension,

the place which was his due, which he himself h '
‘ ad cho
z:;; ;?e tingdom prepared for the devil and his angels. He gambled awvay notsen’
biohopric 1::°prizﬁ his ip?itleship according to the word of propheéy, "And his
5 another takel' Acts 1:;20, He, he had forever forfeit
:20. ed his g

;zdhzilv:tﬁin. His frightful death shows that he died. under God's wrath, A%zir

ge mself he burst asunder in the midst and all his bowels.gushed out
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righteous God who does not let himself and his grace

itor and former disciple. : .
traltors and blasphcmers of the grace and truth of
icd just as miserably as did Judas and were cursed and

struck down with shamec and disgracc by God's own hand. Arius, the arch-heretic
who threw the old Christian Church into confusion with his lies and as the first
of all Christian preachers blasphemed Christ, God's Son publicly from the chan=-
cel, received the same reward which Judag did, and when upon the emperor's com=
mand was to be reinstated 1into his bishopric without having repented died sud-
denly and spilled his bowels. GCod presecrve us from the horrible reward which
the devil pays out to the apostate and impenitent in helll" -

Judas' example 1s a memorial to CGod's holiness. God does not. let
himself be mocked. 'For {f we sin wilfully after that we have received the
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins but a cer-
tain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour
the adversaries.' Heb 10:26.27. Judas' repentance 1s a memorial to God's
righteousness. The sinners 'and godless do not remain in the judgment. The
lord does not spare even the plous who have fallen from the faith into sin and

perseverc in it. He is no respector of persons. That a person for a time be-
s friend does not save him. Ezeklel says, '"The righteousness

licved and was God' .
him in the day of his transgression. . .

of the righteous shall not deliver hil
Neither shall the righteous be ‘able’ to- live for his righteousness in the day

that he sinneth.” Ezek 33:12. The example of Judas 1s proof of God's might

and power. ''Fear mot them which kill the body, .but are not able. to kill the
soul; but rather fear him which:1is able to destroy both soul and body in hell,"®
Mt 10:28. Alas, how many judases have traveled this way and gone to theilr

place!

In this way the truthful
be mocked branded this tra
Other tralitors,

Cod's only begotten Son d

1 evil which some have coveted after and have
mselves through with many sorrows. .Those
tion and a snare and into many foolish and
ion and perdition. Love not the worid!
b lusts thereof. Only he who does the will of Godl
1f against greed’ Beware of unrighteous mammon'

d" which: pursues one into hell,. The torment-
1d your Savior and salvation and pur-
is a worm which will not die and a.

a root of al
d plerced the
nto tempta
n in destruct

Ah, greed 1s
erred from the faith an
who want to be rich fall 1
hurtful lusts which drown me
The world passeth away and t
abides forever. Guard yourse
Unrighteous gain 1s a " Judas-rewar
ing thought, ''For a paltry sum you have soO
chased hell as your eternal'inheritance,"

fire which will not be quenched.

tors will recelve thelr reward. BDBut even upon earth
eaves deep traces. Even in death Judas ecarned

a reward upon earth. He had earned a field with his unrighteous reward. That
is what Peter says in the Book of Acts. The 30 pleces which in weariness and

despair he had cast into the temple after the chief priests refused to accept
them were used by them’ to purchase a field in which from that time on the stran-

gers who died in Jerusalem during the festival were to be buried. That was a
hypocritical deed. They had paid Judas the blood money from the temple treas-
ury. Now after it had done its job it should not return to God's treasury. But
in this hypocrisy there also was mingled a horror over the abomination of be-
trayal., Even these e help the betrayal took place despise a trai-
tor. The infamy connected with the betrayal is, as it were, perpctuated through
Cod's decree. Outside the city a potter's field was purchased for the blood

re buried there. And thus Judas! horrible be-

money, and henceforth strangers we
erations, inhabitants of Jerusa=-

trayal remained in the memory of the later gen
lem and strangers. Ihe name of the cemetery, "Field of blood," reminded all

those born later on of the fateful 30 pleces of silver which cost Christ, the

King of the Jews his life.
e the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the pilgrims who

And not only wer
visited Jerusalem reminded of that monstrous crime of Judas by the name of the

In hell the tral
the curse which follows Judases 1
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cemetery.This crime and its frightful results is according to God's counsel and
will perpetuated in the Scriptures, In the'Lenten story a monument such as he
deserved 1s erected to Judas who hanged-himself. Why, this frightful vision
was held before the eyes of even God's people of 0ld Testament times, Even the
prophets had foretold Judas' sinm and end. Jeremiah in purchasing a field with
cash shortly before the destruction of Jerusalem indicated the judgment which
threatened the traitorous Jews. The prophet Zechariah says that Christ the Shep-
herd of Israel would be sold by the Jews, especially by Judas, for 30 pieces of
silver and that from this money a potter's field would be bought. This field
of blood and the prophecy of the 0ld Testament of this field and the Gospel re~-
port of the literal fulfilment of this prophecy on Good Friday is, as it were,
the reward which Judas.deserved and earned. His sin and the curse of his sin,
his end is presented to all generations and also to Christians who search in
the Scriptures as a mighty memorial of God's earnestness. When we read and
hear this story we . .indeed cross ourselves and say, "God preserve us from the
end, from the reward of Judasl" L S ‘
Yet other memorials of God's wrath which have been visg
tors are noted in the history of the world and the Church, ‘
real murderers of Christ, the Jews been overtaken by the final wrath and their
house left desolate. Sad to say, entire Christian families have been addicted-
to the “Judas-sin" and before the whole world Judas' reward was also pain them.
The flourishing church of the.East gradually became worldly and heathenish and
denied the faith, and then God sent the Turks wvho. turned the old prosperous prov-
inces of the orient into cemeteries and fields of blood, into waste land, 1In.
Medieval times the Christian Church of Europe fell from Christ to the pope who.
also traded and bartered with pieces of silver and sold heaven for silyer, How=
ever the pope, the antichrist was also appointed to be punished in these coun-
tries. The vhole Christian Church which was. subject to hip had-become a decay-
ing carcass, And alas, in those countries where for 200 years the Lutheran
Church one flourished, the "Judas=betrayal", unfaithfulnegs has also gained
ground. For the sake of earthly advantage and profit Chrigst ig sold to the
State and the spirit of the times.. And so there as well the garden of God lies

ited upon trai-
Not only have the

troubled and dead 1ike a field strewn with.dead bodies,
- What earnest, fearful warnings for us that
righteous reward! Oh that we may keep our-Zion, our
unrighteousness, from greed and a worldly mind and 1%
upper hand in the last times! Oh that we may not den
grace and truth which is revealed and given to us!
ment"” may not pe erected to our name, to our, tongreg
ever sins.ye have committed apgainst the Lord, even the greed and love of the
world whereby we have denled faith and love, . those ‘let ug penitently confess
wash ourselves ip the innocent blood of Christ, God's Sop hnd for the sake éf
the. blood of Jegus Christ because we are so dearly bought’ and for the4snke of
©our soul's salvatiop guard ourselves against the wicked r&inoua ways of.Judas!
May God strengthen and preserve us in the faith and some v o y

day give us. t
hegvenly inheritance for the sake of the blood of Chrigt! gAmﬁn_ H8our e srna

vwe do not cavet the un«~.
souls pure and free from .
fe, which is to gain the-
Y, betray, and sell the

Ch that such a "Judas~-monu-
ation, to our Church! What-
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Matthew 27;2.11-14; Mark 15:1-5; Luke 23:1-5; John 18:28-32.

At night after the institution of the lord's Supper began the great
Passion of the Lord. In the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus had fought out the bit-
ter bloody battle against the invisible foes, death, the devil, sin, Then fol-
lowed the horrible night in which the sentence of death was pronounced upon him.
We have dcalt with the most frightful works of darkness which during that night
were perpetrated upon the Holy One. Judas had betrayed his Lord and Master and
at the end of the same night reaped the reward of unrighteousness. - The people
of Israel, the Sanhedrin had condemned its Messiah the Son’ of the Beloved to
death,

We now accompany the lord further on his way of sorrow and today and
in the succeeding Lenten meditations picture to ourselves the events on the :
morning of Good Friday. "And it was early" we read in our text, when the mul-
titude of the Jews, the Sanhedrin, and the scribes bound Jesus anew and led him
from Caiaphas to the tribunal of the Romans and handed him over to the governor,
Pontius Pilate. The hind which was hunted in the past was driven:from one tor-
mentor to the other; the innocent Lamb was led from one hangman to the other.
After the Sanhedrin had in the early morning hours confirmed the sentence of
death in its second meeting, he was immediately early that morning handed over
to the worldly court by the spiritual court. :

The Jews hurried. Before the Passover festival, before they ate ‘the
Passover lamb, that hated and feared Messiah should be executed. The children
of the world, the children of wickedness are wiser and more determined, quicker
and more energetic than the children of light., They do not rest until they
have carried out their evil counsel. :

The evil counsel and will of the Jews came from the devil,’ The devil
rejoiced that finally he had caught the hated Seed of the woman who had been
born from the condemned human race and had begun to destroy his work upon this
accursed earth. And therefore he hastened his prey to his death. The worldly
judge who was the highest court and decided cases involving life and death was
to confirm the sentence of death passed by Satan and his synagogue. The portion
of the holy Lenten story to which we devote our attention in the future explains
the great, earnest words of our confession, "Suffered under Pontius Pilate R

We see Christ, the Son of God, the Creator of heaven and earth before
the tribunal of the world. It was the most insolent, unlawful trial which had
ever been held on earth. It has been entered into the annals of Roman history
"and the New Testament. Even today the whole world speaks of this amazing trial.
Yes, an amazing trial! It results in the justification and glorification of .
him who was condemned in an unjust way and the curse, the damnation of the un~
Just accusers and judge. ‘

The deeds of this trial are not yet ended. Christ foretold to his
disciples that they would also be led before kings and princes. The Church of
Christ, the religion of Christ-ever since it has been upon earth is in a con-
tinual struggle at law with the world. Just as the world decided against
Christ, so it decides against Christians and Christianity. But this action
"serves to glorify those condemned.: On Judgment Day the last word in this laye
suit will be spoken. Then Christ with his'Church will triumph. Today we ponder
only the beginning of the trial in Pilate's judgment hall. But in this begin~
ning the whole character, the further course, and the very end of this trial .is
already indicated. We therefore give this Lenten meditation this title:
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CHRIST AND CHRISTIANITY BEFORE THE TRIQUNAL OF THE WORLD

We plcture to ourselves,

I. The Judge,
11L. The Accusers,

111. The Accusation,
IV. The Defence, -, .
V¥, The Verdict of God.

1.

m_g_jgggu before whom Christ was arraigned was. the Rumun governor, Pon-
:iua Pilate, At one time the glory and pride of the Romans was thelr power --
they were lord of the world; so was also their Romon justice and law which be-
came o part of the code of lnws of the later nations. In the hehavior of Pontlus
Pilate we recognize the lord and judge: As lord and master he showed hip emi-
nence in condescening to meet them halfway; contrary to his usual custom he went
out of the judgment hall to the Jews, since they t themselves hesitated to cnter
his palace. He got ready to judge according to the; law and justice.

~He began the trial with the words “What accusat ion bring ye apainst
this man?" He wanted to examine the case more clorely. He did not let the
worthless, invalid accusation, "Lf he were not a malefﬂctor, we would not have
delivered him up unto thee" stand. With a bit of anger and bitterness he re-
plied, "Take ye him, and judge him uccording to your lnw.‘ aAnd when the Jews'
then presented another accusation which had more substance, "“He has made him-
self king, he is an insurrectimnist and a rebel," he simply did not believe
their assertions and began a.formal examination.

. However, the virtue and justice of this heathen had its limits, We
know from world history;: as almost all Roman . EOVernors, Pontius Pilate was a
selfish greedy ruler. Favor and money were of greater importnnce ‘than .Roman jus-
tice and law. We also know, from the Scriptures: Pilate was an inhuman, blood-
thirsty tyrant, Without valid reasons he once caused the blood of the Galileans
who were cacrificing in the temple to flow in a veritable blood bath.  With such
n disposition he nnturally did not care about God and religion though he could
have found the living God and the true religion in Palestine just as easily as
other Roman officials, offjicers, and tax collectors. He. ridicules the Jewish
law, "Judge him according to you law," At once we can expect that the Holy One
of God would mot receive a fair trial £rom ‘this corrupt, godless Judge. Tt was
against justice and fairplay that Pilate without further ado honored the accu-
gation of the Jews and began the examination, because he knev from the start
that the Jews .had surrendered Christ out of envy.

The. governor, Pontius Pilate, is a fnithful picture of the rulers and
judges of this world, Pilous, God-fearing rulers and judges are always the excep-
tion to the rule, are like roses .among the thorns. Great. lords have indeed a
sort of flexibility and politenesas, are sometimes pleaéediwith seeming/hﬁmility
ond affability toward subjects and the common.people. . They fulfil the letter of
the law to a certain degree and preserve for the most part at least the appear-
ance of justice, Dut greed, avarice, ambition has corroded the administration
of justice and especially public life Just as universally today as in the days
of the Caesars, And such a government can be maintained only by harshness, op-
pression; despotism, It has never been different in the world and it never will
be different. To be sure, the rulers and judges of the world have no ‘special
interest in condemning Christ and the Church of Christ, Pilate was véry much
put out and gnnoyed that that trial came to him., Llater on when the persécu:ions
of the Christians had begun the Roman emperors. i6aued a proclamation against
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tracking down Christians. But when once thils disagreeable, annoying question is
presented to the government it is a rarity 1f the Christian religion receives
justice and clemency. We dare not be surprised at that. Tor the rulers and
judges serve sin, hate thercefore the good, and there is no fear of God in them,
They mercly smile at and ridicule the law and customs of God's people.

Yot Pontius Pilate is not only a picture of the might and the judges
of the world but in him, in his disposition, in his attitude is especially mir~-
rorcd the ways of the world. He was a worldling of the first water. -A bechav-
ior outwardly proper, a certain geniality and friendliness, a certain but by all
means limited truthfulness, falrness, justice but in spitec of all that a love of
darkness, sin, greed, lust, a complete lack of true love toward men and a true
love and fear of God! Those are the traits of the men of this world who are
set the pattern; how can ‘one expect that such

the spokesmen upon carth and ‘
posed toward Christianity when 1t comes to their

people will be favorably dis
notice?

1I.

Yet much worse than the judge is the plaintiff. We know these faith-
less cunning accusers, the Jews, and particularly the rulers.of the Jews from
the first trial in the palace of Calaphas, where they had acted the part of the
judge. Thelr malice and hypocrisy comes to view in this new trial.as well.They
did not enter the judgment hall, so that they would not become defiled but might
eat the Passover. They thought they would defile themsclves if they would enter
a house in which the death sentence would be passed, the house of an uncircum-
cised. This was a self-made law of purification, which surpassed the law of
purification which Moses had commanded. .They wanted to eat. the Passover at
evening with clean hands, and yet they were on the point of besmirching their
hands, their conscience with blood and murder. That was satanic blindness, .

Outright lies followed hypocrisy. They said to the governor, "If he
were not a malefactor we would not have given him up to thee." They kncw very
well that Jesus was not a malefactor, a criminal worthy of decath, either accord-
ing to the meaning of the Jews OT the heathen. They knew that he had not spok-
en or done a thing against thc emperor and that it was not blasphemy when he
called himself tho Son of the living God. But nothing else was possible. They
must adorn their satanic work and purpose, the murder of Christ, with devilish
lies and hypocrisy if it was to have some sort of sacred halo in the eyes of
the world, They were hardened liars and hypocrites. Their heart was filled
with satanic hatred against the Holy Ghost. :

They dared not judge Christ according to their law, for they did not
th. -They said to Pilate, "It is not lawful for
This was their firm resolution, Jesus must die,
Their bitterness against Christ outweighed theilr bitterness against the Romans
and the foreign rule of the heathen. Just so they could kill Christ, the glory
of Israel, they recognized the hated Roman government, "It 1s not lawful for us
to put any man to death." "It is not lawful for us to put any man to death,"
they felt their bondage; they knew that this was the punishment for their sins
and stubbornness. o '

But in their blindness and hardness they burnced with desire to fill
up the measure of their sins. "It 1is not lawful for us to put any man to
death." They knew that the prophecy that the scepter would not be taken from
the Jews until Shiloh would come but that at the time of Christ the scepter
would have departed from Judah, Now the scepter, the government was taken from
the Jews. That was one proof for thc fact that time was fulfilled, But they
forcibly closed their eyes to the bright noonday sun. The promised Messiah who
had appeared must die and even 1if it should mcan their eternal death. '

have the power of life and dea
us to put any man to death.”
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This gencration of accusers of the holy CGod burning in hatred toward
Christ has not died out on this earth. At all times the Church of Christ has
two foes at her side: the heathen, the unbelieving world and the false church,
the kin and gang of liars and hypocrites. That tribe of Jewish chief priests has
arisen in the pope ‘and his court. The soul of the papal religion is hatred and
murder of Christ concealed by hypocritical customs and ceremonies and by impu-
dent lies which those hypocrites themselves do not believe. They have not ac-
cepted the love of the truth and have hardened themselves in their opposition a
against the plain truth and in their shame and malice. Therefore God has sent
them strong delusions. ' C co : o

And from of old’ it has been the custom and practise of the antichris-
tian church to surrender true Christians who confess the Lord Christ to the tem-
poral government and kill them with its sword. What is more, they made a virtuc
out of a necessity. The Jews felt ‘themselves hindered because they dared not
kill anyone, This antichristian band however even boasted of their virtue, that
they themselves would not shed blood with their own hand. And wherever Chris-
tians are dispossessed by the government for the sake of confessing Christ, even
in modern times, there were as a rule the spiritual leaders, the heads of the
church, yes, the false, apostate church which has brought the suit, And the
false Christians, the hypocrites and liars among the Christians are the ones
above all who knowingly or unknowingly accuse the name of Christ in the eyes of
the world, who cause the world to hate and despise the Christian religion.

And now what is the accusation? 1t reads as follows: "We found this
fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to ‘Caesar, saying
that he himself is Christ:a king.'" Lk 23:2,: The accusation deals with rebel-
lion and insurrection. It could have ‘a certain degree of fact because at that
time a few rebels had appeared under .the pretence that they were Israel's mes-
slahs and saviors and had misled pgreat numbers of Jews. It was indeed the truth
that Christ had said, "I .am a King, I am the Messiah." He had come. for the very
purpose of establishing the kingdom of Israel, to redeem his people from the
pover of darkness, ‘to save all the lost. But he wanted to deliver, redeem, save
the souls of men. His kingdom was a kingdom of peace in which poor, sorrowing
publicans and sinners could find rest for their souls. 1In this ‘kingdom the
law that they serve each other was to apply. v

- 80 little was his .kingdom founded upon discord, insurrection, strife,
and dissension, Christ left the worldly government untouched, himself paid the
emperor's tribute, and commanded his friends and foes to render unto Caesar the
things which are Caesar's. The past night he had repulsed Peter who -had seized
a sword. .That accusation therefore was false testimony which stamped Christ as
a blasphemer. What the rulers of the Jews foisted upon Christ was their own
sins. Only too gladly would they have deserted Caesar and would certainly have
saved their Messiah from death and become his most enthusiastic followers had he
actually set himself up for a rebel.. And to charge one's foes with the crimes

which one is brooding over himself is the most hateful and satanic way of accus-
ing and slandering someonec, : ¢

This accusation has not cecased to sound ever since the name of Jesus
Christ has been known and confessed upon carth. . Already at the time of the a-
postles and soon thereafter the disciples of Jesus were decried as malefactors,
1.e., as criminals against the state and emperor, and as. such were accused and
judged because they worshiped Christ and ‘him alone as their God and King and not
the emperor; but in the other obligations they paid the tax to the emperor and
prayed for .all in authority. . Later under the same claim the antichristian church
delivered the innocent whom it called heretics as rebels to the govermnment whilst
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in reality there was and is no more wicked rebel than the pope. And cven in
our days in so-called Christian countries the true Christian religion is regard-
ed askance by so-called Christian officials or cven oppressed and shown 111
will. And the hypocrites and liars, the false brethren and teachers who are
faithful neither to God nor man are the very ones who nourish this evil reputa-
tion and persuade the world that their false rcligion is friendly to men,
whilst the true Christian religion is a religion odious, dark, and ddngerbus

to men. , . ‘

The world believes that and views the Christian with a suspicous eye
even when no scandalmongers arc near. We can never make the unbelieving world
change 1its mind. Even if we assure and prove to .it that we merely seek our own
salvation and mecan well to the world, that we preach peace and love, that from
our hearts we are subject to all worldly laws and government, parents and offi-
cfals: we will never talk the world out of what it has once gotten into its
head, that the Christians are criminals, disturbers of the peace, mischief-mak-
ers who do not permit others their innocent pleasures and do not let everyone
believe as he likes. ' ’ o

Iv.

And what is the best defense against such base, untruc accusations?
How did Christ defend himself agalnst his accusers before Pilate's judgment
seat? He did not answer. He was silent. That was a splendid, striking proof
of his innocence. Those accusation were not worth refutatiqn. It was a public
lie. Every Jew knew what Christ had taught and done. : C

Jesus' silence was proof of his royal majesty. He was above such ab-
surd accusations. They did not disturb him. Silently, unafraid he stood. be-
fore the judge and looked his accusers right in the eye. Even the governor was
amazed at his silent majesty. o

Yet his silence was at‘thc‘samc time patience. He again declared evon
~on this new dcgrec of suffering his readiness and willingﬁc;s’to suffer and dic
for sinners. It would not have taken the legions of angels. With the ‘power of
his voice he could have so overawed or inspired the bystanders and the Roman
judge that he could have been freed from his bonds. He wanted to suffer.

. Silence is a good, safe weapon against the coarse, absurd accusations
of liars and hypocrites. In so doing we can often prove our innocence the best
possible way. And we have become a royal race, kings and priest through Christ,
Therefore we also should despise and trample the slander of Satan under foot.
Since it pleases our Lord and King that we should be like hip through suffering,
who would not.gladly remain silent and suffer and for Jesus' sake let ourselves
be slandered?

vl

In this drama God has a word to add. The very beginning of the trial
which we are now considering causes us to recognize what God's verdict is, what
God expresses. Through God's arrangement and guidance it 50 came about that the
Jews had Christ crucified through the Romans ""that," as our text notes, "the
saying of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he spake, signifying what death he
should die." Jesus had said scveral time that the Son of man would be 1ifted
up and thus indicated his death on the cross, the mode used by the Romans to
exccute criminals. The cross was the accursed tree. This trial before Pilate
terminated by Christ dying upon the cross and taking ;he curse of sinners upon
himself and redeeming us from the curse, : ' ‘

- In a speech which he made after Pentecost to the Jews, Christ's' mur-
derers, Peter declared, "Him being delivered by the determinate counsel and
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foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by vicked hands' have crucified and
slain." Acts 2:23, In this that Jesus was delivered to' the heathen.God's coun-
sel and foreknowledge was fulfilled. God's hand, God's sentence interfered in
these proceedings and in an amazing way fashioned the unjust senténce into an
absolution for the entire sinful world. Thus it becomes clear that Christ bore
and atoned for the sins of the whole world, Jews and heathen. Yes, God directed
affairs in such a way that Christ did not suffer and die -secretly against the
law, as Stephen was stoned as a blasphemer, but publicly and solemnly in the
presence of the Romans and the Sanhedrin and the ‘entire Jewish nation on the
tree of the cross, and that this trial was then also loudly and clearly made
known to the whole world so that all the world knew that all sinners are free
from all sins and unrighteousness, Christ was therefore glorified before Jews
and heathen as the Son of God and Redeemer ‘of the world, And now when Chris-
tians suffer and are reviled’ and condemned for Christ's sake and with Christ,
‘they know and believe that thus they fulfil God's good and gracious will, that
that serves their best interests, their ‘salvation, that that is their honor and
the way to salvation. Therefore praised be our Redeemer and King, the Son of
God, from now on to all eternity’ Amen.

e S

14th SER/\/IO/\/

John 18:33-38.

We have pictured to ourselves the first scene from the great trial be-
fore Pilate's tribunal; the high priests came forward with the accusation that
Jesus made himself king and perverted the people, The section of the holy Lenten
story under consideration reports the ‘first judicial examination of the accused
on the part of the Roman governor. After Pilate heard the accusation of the
Jews, he again went into the courtroom and called for Jesus and asked him and
~ said, "Art thou the King of the Jews?" This question seemed to be completely

according to the nature and course of the trial == after the judge heard the ac-
cusation he asked the accused whether he agreed to the crime he was charged with
== but in this case it was most unfair. Pilate himself could say that this Je~
sus who stood bound before him, whom the rulers of the Jews had handed over to
him was not a King of the Jews who was dangerous to the Roman Empire. He had
probably heard something of the hope of the Jews., To be sure, the Jewish expec-
tation of the Messiah could arouse the suspicions of the Roman judge and gover=-
nor, For the Jews looked for a king and messiah who would free Israel from the
power of the heathen and establish a worldly kingdom. But it was clear that
this Jesus of Nazareth whose death the Jews demanded was not that eagerly expect-
ed King and Messiah of the Jews. Jesus therefore simply turned the question-
back with the words,'"Sayeat thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it -
thee of me?" Pilate certainly had not come upon this thought that this Jesus
should be the King and Messiah of the Jews by himself -~ truly did not look

like one == but he had snatched up the conversation of the Jews. However, it
was not proper for a Roman judge to let himself be moved in his deciaion by the
‘talk of the people,

After that reproof Pilate dropped this theme with the words, "Am I a

. Jew?" meaning to say, '"How can 1 by myself know something of the law, geligion,
and hope of the Jews?" and simply wanted Jesus to account for ''what he had doane,"
what evil he had done; for his people and the chief priests would not have-



l4th Sermon ~77-
delivered him up without absolutely no causc whatsoever. The great authority

of the Jewish high priest struck his eye, even though he saw through their evil
intentions, Pilate was not Judging correctly to Suppose that the rulers of the
Jews must be right at least in some degree and Jegusg wrong. Respect of persons
dare not be placed in the scales in matters of judgment, And first Jesug vindi-
cates himself from the charge and suspicion as though hisg tecachings were 1in any
way dangerous to the Roman Empire., "My kingdom is not of this world; if my
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be
delivered to the Jews; but now is my kingdom not from hence." That is a short,
brilliant defence of the Christian religion over against the false accusations
and reports which circulated among the Jews and heathen, unbelievers and hypo~
crites.,

Whilst Jesus defends his kingdom against the re
cerned with the kingdoms of this world, he admitted that
he also has servants in this kingdom, that he is a King, only that his kingdom
1s not of this world but has an entirely different origin. Because of the
Lord's reply Pilate wanted to.hear more of the kingdom of this amazing King,

Not so much as a judge but as a man and a heathen he asked, "Art thou a king
then?” Thereupon Jesus gave him the well-known, wonderful testimony, "Thou say-
est that I am a king.' to this end was I born, and for this cause came I. into
the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that ig of the
truth heareth my voice." This was not so much a vindication of his doctrine
and cause as a confession of the truth which he made before Pilate, the heathen,
the substitute of the ignorant heathen, hoping to arouse the conscience of this
heathen., Pilate's reply, "What is truth?" and the verdict of innocence which
he then rendered outside to the Jews, "I find no fault in him at all," proved
that that testimony to the truth had made .an impression. :

proach that it ﬁas con-
he has a kingdom, that

This in brief is the course of this private examination within the
courthouse. It was a confidential talk between Jesus and Pilate, judge and
heathen. However, God intentionally so guilded affairs that this conversation
became known and the Holy Spirit wrote it into the New Testament, so that alj
who hear and read it might rejoice in Jesus' wonderful testimony. The Apostle
Paul praised the Lord Jesus Christ in his First Letter to Timothy for making a
good confession before Pontius Pilate and there means particularly that confes-
sion which we hear in our present.lenten text from the mouth of Jesus, This
testimony of Jesus was a brilliant vindication of hig cause and an excellent
confession of the truth before the world. .

All of us who through God's grace are called into the kingdom of Je-
sus Christ have the duty and calling likewise to vindicate and declare the
cause of Jesus, our most holy faith before the ignorant, unbelieving world,
With the words he uttered in Pilate's courthouse, Christ gave all confessors of
the truth an example. Paul therefore charges his son Timothy, "I give thee
charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus,
who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confess

ion, that thou keep this com-
mandment without spot, unrebukable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus
Christ." 1 Tim 6:13.14. . ) .

Yet this confession of the truth which Jesus gave before Pilate and
which he wishes to declare to the ignorant world through us is at the same time
profitable to us, Jesus disciples, for doctrinc, for reproof, for cor;ection.
For we often still have false, carthly, fleshly thoughts concerning the. kingdom
of Jesus Christ and let ourselves be moved in our actions by such false
thoughts. Therefore, let this be the subject of our meditation: '

THE GOOD CONFESSION OF JESUS CHRIST .

BEFORE PONTIUS PILATE:
"MY KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS

WORLD."
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Jesus' kingdom 1s

I. A Kingdom of Truth, and therefore : - S
II. A Kingdom of the Cross. ‘

1.

The kingdom of Jesus Christ 15 not of this world.>AF1rst of all, Jesus
points to the origin of his kingdom, "It is not from hence,"” and so it is from
another place; 1t has entered this world from above. Only then would the rul-
ers of the world have reason to fear Jesus' kingdom, 1if it would have the same
origin as the kingdoms of this world. This is the course of the world and its
kingdoma: sometimes here, sometimes there a new city, a new nation, a new king-
dom springs up. The beginnings are small and unpretentious. But suddenly it
breaks forth mightily and subjugates cities and nations. Thus Rome was for cen-
turies a small, despised city. At the time of Christ it had become the chief
city of the world, Rome was therefore afraid that what -it had done to other
pedples and countries would some time befall her, Consequently, it could be a-
fraid of little Judea. But this King of the Jews was absolutely above the sus-
‘'picion that he would snatch at the crown of other kings and rebel against its
worldly rule. His kingdom was and is not from hence, not from the world, not a
product of this world which contends. for room with others.

Jesus testifies of himself, "To this end was I born and for this cause
‘came I into the world." Hence hé had come into the world. , That was something
- else than when other men come into the world or are born. Jesus separates the
two, "I was born'" and "came inte the world." He descended into this world of
men from another world. ' He was sent from above, from the Father as Pilate was
even more clearly told -later on: ‘the Son of God. He was born, bgcame a true
man, flesh and blood and wanted to establish his kingdom among men. But this
kingdom of the incarnate Son of God was not to be .a worldly kingdom, but it was
and is a kingdom from above, the kingdom of heaven. Even though the Lord gath-
ers men, his brothers into this kingdom, he does not turn tham ag-inst temporal
government nor withdraw them from their earthly duties and obligations.

And now Jesus explains more clearly the nature of his kingdom after he
had indicated its origin. He says, "To this end was I born, and fcr this cause
came I into the world, that I should bear witness untc the truth." The kingdom
of Jesus Christ upon earth was and it is a kingdom of “ruth. Luther says, "Qut--
side of witnessing to the truth it has nothing, abBOLuuPly nothing to do with
this world." The office and work of Jesus, the incarnate 5cu of God here upon
earth was to bear witness to the eternal truth among men, tc teach men that wis-
dom which is from above to reveal to men what he Himself had heard and seen.
And that is the office and work of the servants and disciplcs of Jesus upon
earth, the office of the minister, the duty and calling of =2!1 Christiaus to
bear witness to the eternal truth to the entire ignorant wc:l2. -

‘ Now which 1s the truth to which Jesus gave testimcrny? He testified
that he had come from above and was the Son of the Father, and as the only be-
gotten Son of his Father he revealed the living, true. God to the world. And he
bore witness that this is 1ife eternal that men might know the only true God

“and Jesus Christ whom he had sent. And this very thing we also confesss to .the
ignorant world, that that God whom Christ revealed to us, the Father of Jesus
Christ 1s the only true God and that only in him and in his Son Jesus Christ
the truthful is to be found salvation and life. and that repentance toward Cod
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is the only way to salvation. Jesus:and his
kingdom are concerned with entirely different things than those with which the
lords of this world are concerned.

Of a truth, this King does not reach out £or the crowns of the kings
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of this world. He has entircly different crowns in mind for his own in the
kingdom of his Father. Through his Word and testimouny he gives eternal, heaven-
ly, true riches. To be sure, through this testimony of the truth the world is
at the same time convicted of its misery and weakness, that all its power and
glory, its honor and offices, its pleasures ond joys, 1its riches and trcasures
arc empty,fragile supports and 1dols, that everything which is in the world
will disappear, and whocver clings to. the world is cternally lost, For only in
that God whom Jesus has revealed and in his Son is salvation and life. Every-
thing outside of him 1s glitter and deception, falsehood and deceit. ‘
The confession of Jesus Christ, "My kingdom is not of this world,"and,

"To this end was I born and for this cause cam I into the world, that I should
bear witness unto the truth," condemns the kingdom of the Roman antichrist vhich

does not yield to the Word of truth, which has turned the truth. into lies, and
 Instead of witnessing to the truth deals, barters, and trades with worldly
crowns, honor, offices, with worldly treasures, gold and silver. The false
church indeed competes with the kingdoms of this world.

That good confession of Jesus Christ concerning his kingdom reprimands
all Christians who mingle the spiritual and worldly kingdoms, Who_seek.prdtec-
tion and safety for the Church from the government, who set up ranks in the or-
dinances of the church, and turn the service of this office into dominion, rep-
rimands all half-Christians who want to set their heart upon worldly busi

ness,
honor, riches, and joys and want the world and Christianity to make peace with
each other, : V , . , S o

Christ differentiates exactly between his true and his false digci-
Ples. After he had given testimony concerning his person, office, and.work, he
describes the mind and nature of his subjects., "Everyone that is of the trut
heareth my voice." That is the mark of the true disciples of Jesus, They hear
his voice; they believe and obey his testimony. That is the only demand of
his subject. 1In the rest Jesus lets his disciples do as they wish, whatever
conforms to their calling upon carth, what they as men owe their fellow men. lie
not interfere with them that they may work with all their powers, earn bread,
provide for their homes, serve their neighbor, pay the govermment itg tax. Just
as long as they hear his voice in all this and surrender themselvyes to his Word.
To be sure, all who really hear the voice of their Shepherd and King and let
themselves be led by him are already taken out of this world. Their heart no
longer belongs to this world but to God and is at home in heaven, For only he
who is born of the truth and renewed by God hears Jesus' voice, Through the
testimony and confession of the truth, through his Word and Gospel Jegyg wins
the hearts of men. Through the Word of truth he leads souls out of the world
and translates them into his kingdom, into communion with the Father and the
Son. Not the Jews and high priests who were not of God and heard not hig Word,
not the hypocrites and Pharisces who outwardly plumed themselves'with the name
of God and the appearance of piety whilst their heart clings to the world and
sin, no, only those who are born of God, reborn through the Worg and.Spirit and

walk in a new spiritual life and being are the true servants apg subjects of
Christ's kingdom.

h

And through the Word of truth Christ, the King of the Jews apd all
men intends to.come into this world, conquer 'it. and win it over ¢o himself. He
1s King of the Jews and heathen and claims all the souls of meq, _He does not
draw men away from temporal government, for it has authority_only over body and
life, money and goods. But Christ does seck to tear the souls of men from the
authority of darkness, from Satan's lies and net with which the entire world is
bound. Thus he aimed to win the soul of this heathen by that good confession
of the truth which he made before Pilate. And when we Christians, who through
God's grace believe and hear the voice of our King, vindicate gyr faith before
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the world and confess Christ and the truth before men, our intention is only to
protect ourselves or the divine truth from disgrace, but above all, to convince
and With the ignorant, unbelieving world through the Word of truth.

Through Jesus' reproof, '""Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did
others tell it thee of me?" above all through Jesus' good, wonderful confession
Pilate's conscience was smitten. ' During this private conversation the look of
God's Son, the King of heaven féll reprovingly, admonishingly, enticingly, pierc-
ingly into the soul of this heathen. With the word, "What ia truth?" Pilate
just barely concealed his unrest. He hurriedly left the presence of Jesus,
went out to the Jews in order to avoid the power of the truth. With the pro-
nouncement, "I find in him no fault at -all," Pilate wanted to soothe and satis-
fy his conscience. Every good, brave confession of the truth makes an impres-
sion. And when the unbelievers to not agree but rather affect calmness and in-
different, their conscience -has nevertheless been often smitten. They flee the
Word and the truth so that they will not be disturbed further and perhaps finally
be won over. Certainly God's truth which Jesus Christ confessed, which his ser-
vants confess is a power-upon earth and will obtain the victory, and bring the
chosen children into the eternal kingdom, and some day, when heaven and earth
and all the kingdoms of this world disappear, will judge and condemn the ad~
versaries who struggle against God.

1I.

As long as the earth remains the kingdom of Jesus Christ is and re-
mains a kingdom of the cross.

Because Christ's kingdom is not of this world and because it is a king-
dom of truth, ‘it is a kingdom of the cross. This King of the Jews indeed lets
the worldly rulers in peace but they will not let him in peace, will not appre-
ciate him, not even tolerate him. The rulers of the world crucified the Lord of
glory and persecuted his disciples and confessors That dare not astonish us.
The world loves only itg own and hates all else which is not like it. Now the
kingdom of Jesus Christ is not of this world. It therefore is hated by the world.
It is a kingdom of truth and reprimands all lies and unmasks all hypocrisy. The
world loves sin and lies and therefore hates and persecutes Christ and his Church.

Christ had exposed the hypocrisy of the Pharisees and chief priests’
and injured their pride. Therefore ‘the Jewish rulers did not rest until they
had gotten this prophet-out of the world. Through the testimony of the hidden
glory and majesty of his kingdom Christ laid bare the pretence of the Roman Em-
pire: 1In so doing he reprimanded Pilate's love of the world and his vicious
life. This was the last reason why Pilate withdrew his heart from the voice of
truth and finally became an enemy of the truth,

The world is in desperate straits. It lies under the influence of
Satan, the father of lies. And men love their chains and let themselves: be de-
luded and deceived: They therefore repel the witness of the truth and seek to
suppress ‘and kill the truth, so that they can find rest for their comscience.
And so it is that the kingdom of Jesug Christ is and remains a kingdom of the:
cross.,

Christ also submits to his lot., Since he wanted to have the joy, he
endured the cross and despised not the shame. He gave himself into the hands
of the Jews, that they would hand him over to the Roman judge. He did not in-
tend to rebel. ‘He wanted to suffer, Even now as he stood bound before the high-
est tribundl, guarded by Roman soldiers he could have easily set himself free.
He was truly from above. He needed merely to pray to his Father, not to his
heavenly servants, and legions of angels would have triumphanty delivered him
from the hands of these murderers into which he had been betrayed. If his king-
dom were of this world, his servants would have fought for him. But now his
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kingdom was mot from hence. No, he wanted to suffer A |
4 martyr to bear witness to the truth., And all true disciples and confessors
of Jesus Christ, all who are of the truth have the mind of Jesus and gladly and

willingly suffer with him and for the sake of Jesus and the truth endure those
things which the world inflicts upon them and God orQains. : :

and diec and dying also as

But we also know why Jesus, the King of truth
was to promote the truth., All humanity, none excluded had fallen from the 1iv-
ing and truthful God, from the life which is from God into cternal ruin., And
God so loved the lost world that he sent his only begotten Son into the world
and gave him up unto the death of the cross, so that all who believe in him
should not perish but have cternal life. Christ.so loved thg fallen world, so
that he, the innocent of whom Pilate testified, "I find in him no fault at ali,"
assumed the roll of condemned sinners, so that he pledged his diving life, his
royal blood for the lost world, so that he, the true living God gave up his
heavenly glory and descended into the deepes; depths of fallen mapkind, into
-death and damnation, hell and forsakenness by God in order to lead the fallen
children to their Father, reconciled them with God and raised them up to his
and his Father's gldry- And after he had completeq that, through his Word, the
Gospel of his reconciling death, he founded his kingdom upon earth, angd he who
i1s of the truth hears his voice and calls himsglf after his name, suffers mock-
ery and disgrace with him here, so that they may partake of the joy of his
eternal kingdom. Amen.

» tuffered and died, It

ISth SERMON

Luke 23:5-12,

, ' tor wé see two kinds of foes of the Lord: Jews and
heathen dizeiginggnZEZmies zf~Christ,who hated the King of the Jews to death,
H]

and indifferent, conscienceless, frivolous worldlings who despise Christ the
L)
King of truth and therefore in the end also consent

ed to the tmurder of Christ,
“The Roman governor,. Pontius Pilate, belonged to thi

s latter class of Jegug!
enemies,

From the previous portion of the Lenten story,
tion between Pilate and Jesus, we recognize that the test
from Jesus' mouth had not failed to make its impression u
this heathen, that inwardly Pilate was disturbed and for
longer resist the words of Jesus, and that he was now det ‘
' lnnocence before the Jews and resist their evil design.  To be Sure, Pi¥ﬂte

shrugged off the impression with great effort. He would gladly have set Jesus
free, but he showed no inclination to honor the truth completely and perhaps
even’become a disciple of the truth. Then indeced would he have had to deny all
ungodly ways and worldly lusts and his entire heathen life. He Jjust could not
do that. He could not spoil things completely with the Jews, who demagdqd
Christ's death, merely to help Jesus, As our text shows, he therefore soupght to
shift the blame for the whole affair from his own shoulders and send his case to
another judge. Thus'PontiusiPilate is a faithful plcture of the frivolous
world, which at first does not intend to injure anyone, not even Christians,
which 1is completely satisfied if it can Pursue its sinful lusts undisturbed, the
frivolous world which now and then 1is frightened ang smitten by the voice of the

the Private conversa-
imony of the truth
pon the conscience of
that reason coyld no
ermined to defend his
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truth, but very quickly stifles this voice.

The Jews were of a different stripe.

_ They gave indifferent, wavering
Pilate no.peace.

When Pilate had testified to Jesus' innocence, they began to
accuse him so much the more vehemently and shamelessly. They wére impudent 1li-
ars and hypocrites. They accused Jesus, '"He stirreth up the people, teaching
throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this place." It is true, Christ
had gone throughout all Palestine beginning at Galilee and had taught. But as
Peter later testified, he ''went about doing good and healling all that were op-
pressed of the devil; for God was vith him." Acts 10:38, He had preached peace

and good things to come. The Jews knew that., But for that reason, for the sake
of the good which he taught and did they hated him. :

Because Jesus planted the kingdom of God in Palestine through his teach-
ing, he destroyed the works of the devil. The leaders of the Jews were of their
father the devil and could not bear the thought that their father's kingdom and
their own authority and influence should suffer loss., So again, also before
Herod they accused Jesus harshly. They were determined, malicious enemies of
Christ and of the truth, ‘ ' N ' S

.To this very day we perceive in the ungodly, hostile world in addition
to the frivolous, godless worldling the despisers of religion and the truth, the
resolute, underhanded children of malice, who hate Christ and his Gospel with
their whole heart and are offended when here and there Christ's Word take fire,
and who with all their powers work against the 'kingdom of Jesus Christ and in
this battle tell the most impudent lies and accusation. Particularly do we
number false teachers, false brethren, hypocrites as being in this class'of
Christ's foes. AR o

Besides Pilate, yet another representative of that first class of un-

believers and godless appears in our present text, We hear of Christ's trial
before King Herod.

At the close of the text we are informed that Pilate and
Herod became friends.

That was natural; for they were of like mind. Herod
was also a real man of the world,by outward confession a Jew but in disposition

and life a heathen. He was a common adulterer and murderer, a feeble, weak
libertine. God's truth had approached him just as it had Pilate. John the Bap-

tist had preached repentance to him. We know how Herod rid himself of this
faithful witness and stifled his conscience.

He was dead in transgressions and
vice;

he therefore despised also the second witness to the truth who stood be-
fore him on that Passover festival, Jesus Christ who was greater than John.

. _ : He
ridiculed Chris;,'tO‘say nothing of injuring him, nor of satisfying the evil,
unjust desires of the Jews, In his attitud

nju ‘ e is mirrored the mind. and way of the
frivolous world of mockers and despisers, ‘

Of course, the chief person even in our present Lenten text, aévthrough
the entire Lenten story, is the suffering Redeemer, who was led along a new
stretch on his bitter way of suffering. The Hol

One of Israel is placed oppo-
.site the dissolute worldling and adulterer, Y . .e P .pp

Our text bids us ponder the great, gaping contrast between these two
men. ‘First it' directs our eyes to this godless king and his attitude over

against'Christ, and then upon Christ, the Holy One of God and his attitude toward

Herod. Let us now contrast these two, Christ and Herod, Christ and the race of
men whose place Herod takes. Let ‘this be the subject of our meditation:

'CHRIST, THE HOLY OF GOD, .AND THE FRIVOLOUS WORLD
 We ponder two points: ' o

1. The Frivolous World's Attitude Toward Christ, -
I1. The Holy Christ's Attitude Toward the World.
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I.

) First we sce the attitude of the frivolous world toward Chriat from
the conference between Pilate and Herod. Pilate and llerod, who in the end en-
tered into formal pact of friendship, were worldlings of the same stamp. Only
that at the time when he came into contact with Herod, Pilate's conscience still
made itself felt. When Pilate heard of Galilee, that Jesus began to tcach in
Galilee, he asked whether he came from Galilee. In that case the accusation of
the Jews assumed a little substance, because shortly before in Galilec scveral
rebels, e.p., a certain Judas of Galilce, had arisen and stirred up the nation.
Pilate was thus offered the opportunity of assipgning this disagreeable affair,
from which he would so gladly have withdrawn, to another Judge.  Herod, who had
come to Jerusalem for the Passover, was Tetrach of Galilee. So Herod .seemed to
be the first one called upon to pass sentence upon Jesus of Galilee, ‘Pilate
did not reflect very long and sent Jesus bound to Herod. : : e

We also see from this Impulse Pilate's restless conscience but at the
same time the wretched subterfuge, the miserable excuse with which he soothed
his conscience. Jesus was arrested in Jerusalem and was hailed into his court.
According to Roman law hé was the only authorized judge, 1In no way could he
shift his responsibility. Yet it ‘would have helped and relieved him, if Herod
would at least pass a prilvate sentence upon Jesus which would serve to support
the judicial sentence. It served Pilate right that without having attained his
purpose Jesus was sent back to him by Herod, th?t Herod assumed neither to’ pass
sentence nor cven privately confirm the accusation of the Jews, :

' That is the way of the frivolous world. If it 1is at the point of or
sees itself compelled to commit a definite wrong, it gladly seeks the help of
others, places the blame on others, or-at least implicates others. It feels re-
lieved if for a crime, e.g., deceit, bankruptecy, it finds a worthless tool who
will give his name to the cause, or find accomplices and partners who will
shoulder at least half of the blame and responsibility, - o

- . But it availls nothing, Each one 1g
and remains responsible himself for all his deeds and decisions and merely in-
creases his guilt if he draws others into his sins. o

' "Alas, even Christians many times help themselves out in ‘difficult site
uations with similar .subterfuges. If a certain annoying duty must be done by
vhich he will perhaps make enemies for himself, he tries everything in order to
. foist this ticklish task upon others. If he has to reprimand obstinate breth-
ren, chastise badly reared children, he is tempted to lay this burden upon the
shoulders and conscience of others. Those Christians who have -the fir
and call of admonighing and rebuking their neighbor without further ado gladly
push the matter upon the minister and the minister perhaps upon the congrega-
tion. Parents suppose that this or that disciplinary measure is the job of the

school, the teachers suppose it belongs in the home. And thus cveryone. seeks
to get himself "off the hook." However, one's conscience is not absolyed. . Let
us guard ourselves that we do not fall into the tricks and mesh of the frivolous
conscienceless world. - B

st duty

That is an example of the frivolous world's attitude toward Christ,
how the world deals with truth and righteousness, with conscience matters.Herod
now for a while entered into the role of Pilate, When Herod saw Jesus he was
very happy. Many exegetes suppose that he was particularly happy to see Jesus
so that he could convince himself that Jesus was not the resurrected John the
Baptist, as his evil conscience had at first convinced him, But Herod had long
since deadened his conscience,  Our text clearly indicates the reason for Her-
od's joy: he hoped he would see a sign from him, that Jesus would reveal the
‘glory of his miracles before him, in order to convince him of his innocence,
Herod's joy at the sight of Jesus was also something else than when we read
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earlier of him, that he heard John gladly. That also was not the desire for
salvation., Yet John's word had penetrated his conscience. Now his conscience
was  dead. Murder and adultery were by now completely forgotten. It was curi-
osity. and the desire for pastime which decided him to converse with Jesus. He
was a royal, adulterer, a cultivated, educated tyrant and libertine, and as he:
- for a change sought pleasure and joy in the’ art and wisdom of the Greeks, S0
Jesus and his ability to perform miracles should also amuse him for an hour.
And when Jesus refused to perform a single miracle, he asked him many ‘things,
asked him many impertinent questions, perhaps of his origin, his miracles, the
persons whom he healed, questions by which he merely wanted to satisfy his
curiosity, . .

‘ Herod‘is_a picture of a true worldling. All the children of the world
sin in the manner of Herod. Here are some who live in gross unchastity, except
that they try to conceal the fact artfully. Others are a slave no less to their
fleshly lusts, although they are not exactly gross adulterers. And the con-
science which strives sgainst this shame and evil lust is soon choked off. The
children of the world are murderers of prophets as Herod was, They kill the ad-
monisher and preacher of repentance in their own breast, And now suddenly, un=
expectedly Jesus, the Holy One of God comes to the attention of these secure,
frivolous sinners. ‘At one occasion or the other they hear Christ s Word. They
prick up their ears.  They seek physical, sensual, and for a change spiritual,
even religious pleasures. But they merely make a frivolous game of the truth

They do not seek salvation and peace for their souls. JInwardly they are com-
pletely satisfied, cold, and deaf. For the sake of conversation they at ‘times
most - gladly hear an eloquent sermon which occupies their thoughts; they even
gladly hear pious, edifying talks, .s8., how God helps and delivers in trouble,
They pay close attention when.the talk turns to God's fright ful judgments. Some-
thing like that is interesting. And they know how to ask all kinds of questiong,
e.g., what God did before the creation of the world ‘how" a donkey could talk;’

or if they are somewhat more cultured and educated, they draw all kinds of prof-
itable lessons from- the Bible about nature, the history of nutions, ethics, and
the like. But of the real content of the Bible, the one thing which is needful ,
the question of how one can be saved, they want to hear and know nothing,

Let us all examine and discipline ourselves, _The easy mind with which
one so often hears and receives. Jesus and his Word, the Hord of eternal truth,
‘the CGospel of salvation is and remains the chief sin of Christians. If one has
the inclination and whim he most gladly hears God's Word. 1If one does not have
time, he remains away from church,., And when he comes and hears, he perhaps no=
tices different things in the sermon and often fails to hear the real’ message,
Examine yourself, my dear Christian. Whenever you hear a ‘sermon about Christ,
does this question occupy you, "'What can I 1darn ‘today about Jesus from the ser-
- mon -for my soul's salvation?" And even . those Christians who' ‘seem to be most
zealous, eager, and rich in knowledge ‘and know how to ask questions ‘about all
kinds of difficult articles of faith and dispute much, often ask questions with
the mind of Herod, seek to enrich their knowledge or want to let their wisdom
be seen and heard; it is not always the asking, seeking, searching of concerned,
troubles souls eager for salvation. Oh that we would earnestly reprimand and
judge our levity. : ; -

‘When Jesus had said enough by his deep, earnest silence and Pressed a
'prick into the heart of the king, the joy at the sight Jesus turned into th
opposite, into disguest, aversion, and contempt, Herod and all his
-. who were minded as he was despised Jesus, despised the earnest, deeply moving
- gight of the silent, suffering holy . Son of God, despised the lesson vhich thig
Master of Israel gave him. Even here in Herod's palace was fulfilled the word
which Jesus had predicted to his disciples, "He shall be' mocked and spit upon."
A flood of mockery was poured out upon, Jesus from all sides. And in order to

€ very
courtierg
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ridicule this King of the Jews in the eyes of all thc people of Jerusalem,Herod
clothed him in a white garment and sent him back to Pilate in this fool's garb.
Herod was not filled with hatred and bitterneas over against this King of the
Jews to the same depree as the chicef:priests who stood by and har hly accused
Jesus, He did not carry out the will of the chief priests; he did not prove
that Jesus was a criminal; by clothing him i a white garment he rather de-
clared him innocent, a great but quite innocent, harmless fool. Yet this good~
naturedncgs which virtually placed him above the chicef priests dare not be as-.
cribed to him as virtue. He despised Christ with his whole hecart, hence was
also his avowed foe. He wanted to have nothing to.do with him,

This is the way the frivolous world behaves when it has satisfied 1ts
spiritual curiosity, when 1t hears from Jesus, from God's Word, from the sermon
one-little word which does not please it, when its sins and vices, its levity
is earnestly reprimanded. The thoughtless worldlings are too frivolous to he-
gin an earnest battle. Their feelings and consciences are too insenéible,so
that even the sting of bitter truths finally hurts no longer. They despise all
doctrine and reprimand,.treat it with laughing contempt,. ridicule and joke about
it.. -"Ue must allow the Christians these things; they are innocent, harmless
people, they believe in ridiculous folly; their folly hurts no one; may God
preserve us. from. such folly!" These are perhaps the thoughts and speeches of
the frivolous mocker. It 1s merely a deceptive good-naturedness. Such déep,
heartfelt contempt is insulting just as well as burning hatred. Frivolous ‘
mockers just as well as malicious blasphemers are both foes of Christ the Holy
One of God. They despise and ridicule the admonitions and warnings of earnest
Christians. And if they build and trust. in their pilous fecelings and good in-
tentions, they deceive themselvcs. They resist the truth and resist the Lord

Christ

, Herod sent Jesus back to Pilate, First Pllate was friendly and polite
to Herod in honoring him as the Tetrach of Galilee. Herod repaid him by recog-
nizing him as the highest judge of Judea., Each granted the other the honor of
passing judgment upon this King of the Jews. Their like mind also came to light
{n this transaction. Both recognized the innocence of Jesus but at the same
time despised him as a fool. This like-mindedness was the real basis of their
friendship. Since that time many great men, judges and lords of the earth who
at first hated one another became friends with one another in their hatred a-
gainst Christ. The fallen world which loves its sin and ruin is the foe of
Christ. In resisting Christ, be it by ‘hatred or contempt, all .the children of
the vorld are alike. And for that very reason the children of the -world, the
foes of Christ seck the friendship of one another because they feel and suspect
that that Jesus of Nazareth 1s the Stronger One. Hence they must assemble all
their powers in order to resist him. Even the frivolous "name-Christians"
gladly unite and befriend one another in order to mutually strengthen and com-
fort cach other in their levity. ’

1L

Only a few words of our text indicate Christ's attitude toward the
frivolous world, his attitude toward the frivolous king of Galilee. We read of
Jesus, ''And he answered him nothing." Jesus, the Holy One treats each sinner
who mects him differently, At first he c0nverscd with Pilate and made a pood,
beautiful ‘confession before him. The truth had come close to him for the first
time. On the other hund the spiteful, untruthful, hardened Jews, his accusers,
Jesus did not deign to answer. And likewise he was silent. and remained silent
when Herod pressed him with his questions. Herod had already heard the truth
m John and hardened his heart. Jesus therefore reproved him with silence.

The quiet, earnest silence of Jesus was a tormenting punishment for
Herod. Thus the Lord bore witness of his holiness to this frivolous sinner. He

fro
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vas not going to cast his holy things to the ‘dogs nor his pearls before swine,
The severest judgment which lay hidden in Jesus' silence consisted in this that
by this very act Jesus abandoned Herod, refused him his grace, surrendered this
hardened sinner who merely mocked him to his hardness. Thus Jesus the Holy One
of God 1is considered wrong among those who are wrong,

Through his Word he reproves sin, tha lust of the: world levity, secu-
rity. But when words do not help nor bear fruit and the sinner despises all -
earnest and well-intentioned adménitions, then Jesus, the Holy One begins to be
silent, withdraws his Spirit and grace, suspends his work. Under the preaching
of God's gracious Word the frivolous, obstinate sinners become only the more
wicked and hard. What a fearful judgment upon mockers and despisers! Hence,
let us check our levity and patiently bear all earnest words of Jesus, even all
bitter truths, so that he does not in the end reprimand us with silence! The.
lord's servants should also carry out thé office of the Word according to his .
example and" speak and be silent ‘at the right’ time.

Jesus was silent. He was gilent snd suffered He permitted all things
to befall him, even ridicule, mockery, contempt. He wore the white garment, the
garment of-innocence. He, the inniocent atoned for the sins of the world, also .
our sins. He allowed all false accusations to pass over him in silence and pro-
tects and defends us with his suffering and silence, when the:foe accuses our
life, He, the Righteous and Holy One, covers us, our disgrace, our. shame, our
levity with the garment of his inno¢ence and righteousness, - .

Because he -suffered for -the sins of the world, he as yet slso bears
with the sinful world with great patience and has grsciously spared us-to this
hour. But woe to those who despise and trifle with his suffering, his blood,
his grace and patience! Some day he will summon them before his righteous judg-
ment throne. Some day he will speak to them in his wrath, Hence, let us repent
of our sins, -our levity in time. O©h, Jesus Christ our Redeemer, help us! Amen.

[6th. SER/\/IOI\/

Matthew 27:15-23; Mark 15.6-14, Luke 23; 13-32‘ John 18 39 40.

The Lenten text before us reports 8 new step forwsrd in the trial
which the Jews had opened against their King, which lost, condemned men began
against the Son of God. The voice of righteousness was now but weakly and
timidly heard. The judge became more and more confused and guiet. On the other
hand, the cries of the accusers took control. The unjust accusation turned into
a rough roaring and cry for death, The lawsuit degenerated into a wild tumult,

After Jesus had been returned by Herod to the governor, Pontius Pilate,
after. Herod had refused to take this burden from the conscience of his Roman
friend, once more Pilate convened the chief priests, the rulers, and the whole
nation of the Jews, who had brought Jesus to him, gathered the embittered foes
of Jesus around his tribunal, once more asserted the' innocence of Jesus Christ,
and tried to come to an agreement with his accusers. He shrunk from the ptoper
way; he simply could not use his authority as judge, set Jesus free, snd thus
expose himself to the hatred and hostility of the Jews.

"He therefore sought in devious ways to attain the same ends. However,
there is no future in using devious ways. Pilate fell into constsntly'greater
more painful difficulties., The first compromise which he offered the Jews was
this, "I will chastise him and let him go." ' ‘And when the Jews showed no ‘desire
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to agree, the custom at Easter time when the Jews asked for a prisoner at the
Passover time offered him a welcome opportunity for a second compromise. He
msought to steer the accusers to ask for the freedom of this bound, captive Je-
sus of Nazareth .80 he placed’ that wicked, detestable criminal, who at that
time was .in prison, alongside the innocent King of the Jews, But it went far
differently than he expected. Now the fire of the hatred of Christ burst into
bright flames., They used this new opportunity which was offered them for their

. own purposes. They demanded the release of Barabbas and the crucifixion of
Jesus.

That one of the most wicked and common criminals was placed by Pilate
at his side and was preferred by the Jews is a gripping passage from the passion
of the holy and righteous Son of God. 'Whom will ye that I release unto you,
Barabbas or Jesus?" Whether to choose Jesus or Barabbas can still be a question
for certain people. And there are people who choose Barabbas and reject Jesus.
It is an earnest question of deep, decisive meaning, of universal meaning:

Whom do you want? to whom do you cling? with Barabbas or with Jesus?
. .This question is asked of all men who hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
It depands a decision -- for or against Christ. It means: What do you want;
both are presented to you, sin and righteousness, death and life, hell and heav-
.en, Christ and Belial, God and the devil®! Cod indeed wants to deliver all men
from ruin and save them through Christ and wants that earnestly. But sad to say,
50 many people, yes, most people defy the Lord and the truth’ and choose for and
force on themselves death, hell, and damnation.

Jesus Christ is the precious stone, the cornerstone, which God has
laid in Zion, who is presented to the whole world through the Gospel, a rock of
salvation and deliverance. Blessed are all who build upon and trust in him!

- But he is also a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence. 'And sad to say,most
people are offended in this stumbling block and fall and are dashed to pieces.
This earnest, important question which no one can avoid we now want to ponder:
What think ye of Christ? What is your attitude toward Christ? To whom do you
cljing? To Jesus or Barabbas? We place this question in the center of our
meditation and want to watch the different ways it is answered and which the
correct ansuer 1is.

JESUS OR BARABBAS?

1. Some Ask for Barabbas' Release and Demand the Death of Jesus.
~1I. Others Waver to and fro Between Christ and the Word.

III. We, However, Renounce Wickedness and Cling to Jesus, the Holy and
Righteous One, To Jesus the Crucified! ‘

1.

Some ask for Barabbas' release and demand the death of Jesus. Those
are the people like the Jews. The Jews were the detlared and avowed enemies of
Jesus., To be sure, mostly the chief priests had condemned and. surrendered
Christ.out of envy and,as our text informs us, persuaded and provoked the peo-
ple to: vote for Barabbas and against Jesus,’ Even if the chief. priests and rul-
ers of the Jews were the real ringleaders, the same idea lived in the whole Jew-
ish nation. . They all envied and hated this Jesus of Nazareth and concurred in
_the Sanhedrin's sentence of death., For to all Jesus had told the truth which
they. could not tolerate. Jesus attacked their pride, their proud trust in being
descendantg of Abraham, in the circumcision, in the outward righteousness in the
Law and had overthrown their Messianic dreams. The voice of ‘the prophets was
repugnant to fhem all, As far as that goes, it had been only a hypoecritical
Hosanng, which they had sung to. the Lord on Palm Sunday. Only if he would have
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founded a temporal kingdom in Jerusalem at that time would they have become sub-
ject to him. That Hosanna was not far removed from, "Crucify, crucify himl"
Even before this the Jewish nation had decided against their Prophet

and King. For that reason they also persistently’ demanded the death, the cruci-
fixion of Christ before the judgment throne of Pilate. They were completely
deaf and dumb over against the evidence of the ‘innocence of Jesus. They had:
long ago smothered their conscience. So it was that a compromise, half-measures
would not satisfy them., The zealous, determined enemies of the truth are just
like the determined friends and lovers of the truth, hostile to all compromisecs.
The Jews could not be satisfied that Jesus would first be chastised and then set
free. The voice of this prophet should be forever silenced in the grave. And
then when Pilate reckoned on their good will and gave them the choice between
Jesus and Barabbas, the murderer and rebel, in satanic malignity they showed
their evil will and with a loud voice in burning bloodthirstiness they cried,
"Crucify, crucify him'"

- It was like the roaring of insane men, of wild, unreasonable animals.
They denied all human feelings, the last impulses of pity, all reason, all shame;
yes, they dishonored their own morals and religion. The Jews were able to start
a wonderful Laster custom with the Roman governor to remember the gracious spar-
ing of their first born in Egypt, the pardoning and exemption of a criminal of
their seed. They thereby gave evidence of the great grace of their God which
even then disposed human hearts to be’ mild .and forgiving even toward the gross-
est sinner. But this Jesus of Nazareth had no claim to justice and right, to
grace and pity. Over against their own King and Messiah Israel -denied in the
grossest way their own law which’ consisted in the double commandment of love.
.The Jews were not ashamed and did not hesitate” to prefer that infamous Barab-
‘bas, who .was condemned even by’ the heathen, to Jesus whom one called Christ and
who really was Christ. Barabbas thé murderer was dearer to them than Jesus the
holy and righteous, the Prince of Life, With that choice they exposed their re=-
ligion, their descent from Abraham, their Jewish Church publicly to the heathen.
They who detested the heathen as unclean and did not wish to set foot in any
home of a heathen on Easter did not blush to swear allegiance to a murderer and
a criminal, ° whom the heathen had rejected from human company and had been
destined and kept for the death of the cross rather than the legal King of Israel.
Their hatred of Christ brought them that far. With loud ravings of ''Crucify,
crucify him!'" they cried down and silenced the last protest and impulse of human
feelings, human reason, and human shame.’

This raving-Jewish nation is a- striking portrait of the world and just
of the respectable, righteous, pious world, the glittering, false church, That
‘18 the mind- and way, this the conduct of all. determined enemies of Christ and
opponents of the truth, of all liars and'hypocrites. They envy and hate Jesus
Christ the King of the Jews and the heathen, the King and Prophet of truth, just
because he witnesses to the truth, They hate and abhor the Gospel of Christ be-
cause it reveals their sin and righteousness, their hypocritical piety, because
it frustrates their fleshly thoughts of religion and morality.

" And this hatred is deadly enmity. The known, determined enemies of
the truth do not rest until they have silenced Christ, the voice of the truth.
It is not enough to gcourge Christ; he must be crucified. It is not enough -
that Christ's Church is given a blow now and then, that she is shoved off into
a corner, pressed into the corner, for the hated name of Jesus still resounds
from that corner. No; this is their will, their intention: there where they
live and carry on their business and pander to' their lusts, the Christian Church
should find no room, the name of Jesus should not be known in their province,
within their borders., That is the password of the false, especially of the anti-
christian church; this is the watchword of seducers, the false prophets, and
the seduced, of a11 who believe ‘the lie, "Crucify, crucify him" They want to
know nothing of this Jesus whom one calls Christ, and who is the only Lord and

7
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Savior; he should not come to their attention; his voice should not enter
theilr ears. If God would not protect his Church with his powerful arms, the
Jews and companions: of the Jews would have swept her off the world. long ago.

And this hatred of Christ makes pecople completely 1frationa1, The
cnemies of Christ deny and slander Christ contrary to their own principles,
their own morality and reclipion. They feign a religion of; love, gentleness,
toleration. However, over against the ChristianChurch and the truc disciples of
Christ love, mercy, toleration is not confirmed but forbidden. They are proud
of their virtue and honor, of their monkery and falac holiness. = But when it .
mcans fighting Christ, then they have a common interest in and makec friends
with Barabbas, with open scoundrels, robbers, and murderers. 1If they can harm
the causc of Christ, the Gospel then they tear the mask off themselves and lay
aside all shame and take lies, murder, disgrace, vice into the bargain. We of=
ten view the world and just the respectable, pious world with unsuspecting eyes
and do not consider it so dangerous; perhaps we let ourselves,be‘persuqded
that these pcople are virtuous to a certain degree. However, here in our text
the picture of the world is drawn without the mask., This gross, imsane crowd
vhich set Barabbas free and demanded the cross, death for Christ =-- that is the
world, the righteous, pious world which surrounds us.,

II.

Others, on the other hand, waver to and fro undecided between Jesus
and the wicked world which holds to Barabbas.. Pontius Pilate is an example of
such wavering, halfhearted people. Through the testimony of Herod, cven though
it was scoffing testimony, the impression of his innocence,which he had re-
celved frem Jesus' own mouth and behavior,was strengthened. Repeatedly and with
the strongest words he acknowledged and swore to the innocence of Jesus before
the mob of malevolent accusers who delivered him out of envy, as he well knew.
"I have found no fault in this man touching those things whereof ye accuse him;
no, nor yet Herod '~ Lk 23:;14.15. He was still opposed to.crucifying Jesus, the
innocent man and completely smother  the voice of his conscience, the wvoice or
justice. He felt his respomsibility as judge. And yet ye did not want to .
spoil things also with the Jews. The favor of the Jews, his honor, his author-
ity, his income were worth more to.him than his office, call, and duty. And if
he also wanted to free Jesus gladly, he still did not want. to become a disciple
‘of Jesus, did not want.to profess the truth, still did not want to deny his
sins and lusts, . ‘ : , : ' o :

' Hence, his heart was divided, and he now showed his lukevarmness and
indezision in his conduct and behavior. ' He summoned all his skill, cunning, and
power to mediate between Christ and the Jews. -He wanted to run half. with the
Jews, scourge and chastise Jesus, but to :some extent administer justice also to
Christ and free him after the scourging. How.greedily he seized the evasion
which the petition of the Jews afforded him! According to his custom he should
free a prisoner at Easter time., There at least:without hesitating.a moment he
should have immediately freed Jesus and said to the Jews, "You have your wish.
I will free Jesus your King. And that settles this affair." It was already an
injustice, a serious wrong which he did to Jesus in placing.him, the innocent,
on the same level with Barabbas the murderer. Now, however, he thoroughly .
blundered in the matter and lost the favorable opportunity through folly'when
he relinquished the choice to the Jews and asked, '"Whom will ye that I releasc
unto you?" ‘He divested himgelf of his title as judge and surrendered the deci-
sion to the Jews, the enemles of Jesus. He wanted to deal cleverly and win
the favor of the Jews and in addition with the freeing of Jesus tie in the ap-
pearance of gentleness and generosity, when he acceded: to the request of the
Jews and did them-a favor. ‘ o .

However, this cleverness was the greatest folly, He surely knew the
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mind of the Jews; he could have sald to himself that they would choose Barab-
bas and-not Jesus. He was smitten with. blindness. Meanwhile, worse than the
folly was the consciencelessness of this action in that he himself gave Jesus,
whom he should have defended, into the hands of his enemies. God warmed.the
unjust judge before he played this wicked scene to the end most emphatically
through the dream and the message from his wife, '""Have thou nothing to do with
that just man; for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of
him." - Mt 27:19. However, his halfheartedness had already taken away all power
for good, He despised that warning, stifled his conscience,. and let the choice
and decision in the hands of the Jews. He was completely confused and dismayed
as if desperate, could help himself only with perplexed, senseless questions .
when the Jews contrary to his wish demanded Barabbas and cried, "Crucify!".“xe
over Jesus. ~

o Pontius Pilate, this wavering reed, is a picture of all halfhearted
people. That is the way and practise of the judges and rulers of this world.
They wish to satisfy their office and conscience to some extent, do not want to
setrike justice rudely in the face, however, they also do not wish to ruin their
chances witlf the world, with the people, with the mob.which is hostile to God
and Christ. Hence their whole policy and philosophy of government is an adjust-
ment between two irreconcilable enemies., They will be disgraced in their wisdom,
Because they do violence to the truth aut of love to Christ's enemies, because
they injure the Church and Christianity and want to protect and save the Church
by moderately oppressing it, they fall into ever greater dilemmas and. embarr Es-
ments. Ever louder and unashamed the enemies of Christ demand the death of
-sug, the annihilation of the Church,

o Pilate 'is .an example of a good-natured man of. the world in whom the
- truth once awakened his conscience. Such a person would indeed like to obey -
his awakened conscience but only to a certain degree. He does not want to deny
his sinful, lusting nature and want to remain a good friend of the world. He
therefore gropes and wavers anxiously to and fro in order to find the golden
mean. He rejects the demands of the truth which to his mind are extreme and all
too strict; he has made it his principle that if he goes with the world and
sins, he will observe certain limits, keep a certain moderation and scruple,
-Alas, that unfortunate person notices quite soon that he has fallen on slippery
ground and binks ever .deeper into the swamp. The world, the godless and cone
scienceless world unceasingly makes demands, the unmerciful demand that its
friends ‘completely silence their conscience and go arm in arm also with Barabbam
and 1if it has to be, even make friends with vice and disgrace,

Pontius Pillate is a warning example to Christianms, Alas, there are
so many halfhearted Christianst So many Christians who have become fond of Je~
sus and have looked into the kingdom of the truth, into the grace and majesty:
of the holy, righteous Son of God, become lax and lukewarm, turn their eyes,
ears, and heart again from the Gospel toward the world and then come to the
‘'unfortunate thought which they consider special wisdom, that of mediating be=
tween Christianity and the world, bringing Jesus and Barabbas together, First
of all they break off the poimts, corners, and margins of Christianity in order
"to make it bearable. for the world. And if the world demands more and more con-
cessions, they throw one pilece of their religion-after the other overboard.:-
Hence, they become weaker, ever weaker and are finally completely incapable of
any resistance. They sell their conscience to the world and hand the helm of
their 1ittle boat over to their seducers., To please men,; their friengs they‘
sin against their own better knowledge and conscience and conmsent to” Joys, lusts,
unrighteousness which prepare only torment for them. And time and time again
they do not hear the earnest warning of God.  Finally the world presents the
last demand: deny completely and swear off Christ, his Word, the Church, and
the wild cry of the world confuses and disconcerts them and completely takes
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away from them prudence and the ability to reflect. One already clearly fore~
sees how the last decision will turn out. God pregerve us from such halfhearted-
fiess and lukewarmness! The lukewarm are an abomination to the Lord Jesus. ' He
will spue them out" of his mouth! S

III.
We, however, renounce all wickedness and cling to Jesus, the Holy and
Righteous, cling to Jesus the crucified. By God's grace we have known that Je-
sus of Nazareth, whom the Jews denied before Pontius Pilate when they asked him
to-give them a murderer, is the Holy and Righteous One, the Son of God, the
Prince of life. Acts 3:14.15. We believe and have known that he alone is the
Way and the Truth and the Life. And therefore we embrace him and faithfully
and’ believingly cling to him until death and for his sake deny the wicked, vile
world. We know indeed and every day we see the mind and ways of the world, that
the great, the pious, the wise, the righteous of the world compose one family
with the Barabbases, with the unrighteous, the robbers, the murderers of the
world. We therefore deny the world and its ungodly ways and follow Jesus, the
Holy and Righteous

0f course, we see Jesus, the Holy One of God,,the Prince of life,amid

. severe suffering, covered with shame and disgrace. He was made equal to, yes,

thought less of than Barabbas. He was considered and treated as a robber and a

murderer. He was as ‘the scum of humanity, a source of mockery and loathing in.
the eyes of the world, a spectacle to the angels ‘But he wanted -to suffer thus
and silently bore all that. . o -

And he suffered innocently. Herod, Pilate, Pilate's wife testified .
to the innocence of this righteous Man. And through his innocent, patient,bit-
ter suffering he atoned for the sins, the shameful deeds and crimes of all sin-
ners-and evildoers upon earth; he has atoned for our sins, what we have done
out of malice and weakness. Amid the "Crucify him! crucify him!" of his mur-
derers, amid the roaring of the great bulls and fat oxen, amid the roaring of
the ravening lion which lurked in the background the innocent Lamb silently ful-
filled his called of suffering and redemption. And now the cries of the foe,
the treats and accusations of the Old-Evil Foe by which we are alarmed must be-
come silent. The Good Shepherd acts as our substitute and protects and defends
us. Therefore we cling to Jesus, yes, to this very Jesus the crucified! :When
the wicked, evil world hates us for the sake of this Jesus, revils and perse-
cutes and rushes in upon us with iks brazen demands, we do not despair. Will-
ingly we suffer with our Jesus and even in suffering preserve a good conscience.
Je=sus, thou Crucified, strengthen us and grant us faithfulness and steadfastness
until our end! Amen. : ‘

Matthew 27:27-30; Mark 15:16-19; John 19:2-7.

This is a real lenten text. Here the holy Evangelists sketch a grip-
ping picture of the suffering Redeemer. We would indeed prefer to be silemnt
and worship him. The simple and yet meaningful words which describe the pains
of the Lord seem only to lose their earnestness and weight by explanation and
interpretation. Above all, we must ask the Holy Spirit to explain Christ's
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pains to us aright and engrave them-deeply upon our heart.

The suffering Christ is the chief person in the entire Lenten story,
Our other Lenten texts directed our attentilon particularly to the godless ac-
cusers of .the Lord and the unjust judge, The Holy One of God, who was put.on
trial, stood more in the background and was silent and suffered. The false tes-
timony and murderous cries of the Jews, the miserable questions, answers, sen=
tences, and subterfuges of Pilate werc in the meanwhile scourge, lashes, and
thorns enough for his innocent soul. Yet now the suffering Redeemer comes into
the foreground on a new step of the trial reported by our today's text.

' . Christ's pains are the real theme of this qucion pf‘the Lgntcn story.
Pilate had resolved upon a course of action and announced hie resolution to the
Jews, "I will therefore chastise him, and release him." - This resolution, inso-
far as it had to do with Jesus' scourging, he now carried out, after the attempt
to substitute Barabbas for the King of the Jews had failed, If only Pilate would
have freed Jesus.immediately after the scourging! However, he could not nor did
he want to resist any longer the renewed demand of the Jews, "Crucify him! Cru-
cify him!" So it was that the crucifixion followed the scourging.

S But since Pilate had almost made his final decision, he could have at
least spared the Lord the scourging, Ordinarily, it was Roman custom either to
Scourge or-to crucify.a ciminal or a slave. He who had been sentenced to the
cross need not first feel the scourge. The fault lay in Pilate's halfhearted-.
ness, in his weak, fleshly sympathy; it was the cause that against all custom
the innocent Jesus had to suffer both punishment and torment, firat the scourge
and then the cross. Yes, as our Substitute and Redeemer, he was to drain the cup
completely which the Father gave him, Not a drop of the bitter cup of suffering
wag to be .spilt, Therefore the Loxd Christ was first gscourged, And yet qther
pains and shame were connected with the scourging. The soldiers vented their
spite on him. We cannot pilcture it in words nor thoughts what the Lord, suffered
and endured in Pilate's judgment hall, : ‘

: ‘In the inner court of the courthouse the rack was heing made ready
for the Lord, But his suffering, his pain and shame did not remain hidden from
the Jews outside, the furilous cnemles of Jesus. Pllate led the tortured and
tormented Jesus out garbed in the crown of thorns and the robe of purple and said
to the Jews, "Behold the men!" Christ did not suffer in sccret what did not be-
come public., However, the Redeemer's countenance of . suffering 13 hald up not
only before the Jews but the entire world, Co ‘ E
‘ God has presented this Christ with his crown of thorna, with his pur-
ple robe, with his stripes and wounds to all sinners == in Liis Word. 1In the
writings of the 0ld Testament this head full of blood and wounds, this spit-
covered countenance was drawn in clear lines., The prophats predicted not only
his death, but also the blows and wounds, the shame and spitting of the Messiah,
- And' the lord himself predicted to his disciples several times, "The Son of man

shall be mocked and spitted on; they shall scourge him and put him to.death.”

And the Cospel which shows the fulfilment of the prophecy has now

gone out into all lands and informs all people,. all sinners of the torment of
God's Son. To all who hecar it, who see this picture in the Bible does this cry
go out, "Behold the man'" Men should look at this man who gcarcely rescmbles a
man and reflect more carefully upon what this man wants to say to them, Almost
just as frequently as the plcture of the crucified Redeemer ig the plcture of
Christ's torments, the thorn-crowned head with the title, "Ecco Homo," "Behold
the mani" exhibited in Christian 'homes. Yes, indeed, this picture 1is worth
considering and contemplating. It promotes our salvation, the healing of our
souls, 1if we diligently and dally picture to ourselves the suffering countenance
of this man., Therefore listen to the ery: ’

. BEHOLD THE MAN'
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I. A Man of Sorrows undecqunintcd with Gricf! V
II, But He was Wounded for Qur Transgreasions and was Bruised for Qur

Iniquitics.
III. And Because Christ Suffered for us in the Flesh, we Intend to Cease

Sinning.

Io‘

Bechold the man' Of a truth, he was despised and rejected, a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief, as the Prophet (Is 53) really says: a man
of pain and sickness, a‘man upon whom pain and sicknees. left its name and ime
pression. We people of flesh and blood become silent and stiffen at this
sight, or apathetically and listlessly we pass this man of sorrows by. His
suffering is much to great and deep for us. And even if we learn to know and
understand a little of his suffering, we have an aversion to him, we want to
turn our face away from him.. We saw him, but there was no form which would -
have pleased us., First of all, take a good look at the torment and disgrace

of the Ilord!

Pilate took Jesus and scourged him, that is, he turned him over to.
‘certain soldiers for scourging, ~His clothes were taken away, his pure, holy
flesh was exposed; he was bound to a stake and the lashes of the scourpge fell
upon his back., How deeply pain sometimes cuts into our flesh! 1It, as it were,
plerces soul, marrow, and bone, And see, Christ, the Holy One of God, had pure
flesh which was much more tender than our flesh and blood, and a body to which
sin, pain, and death were contrary to its nature, whereas our corrupt.:flesh and
blood 1s  accustomed to the evil, to sin and all wickedness.. As a rule the Rom-
an scourge was a whip with pointed slugs tied into the lash. Every lash of the
scourge cut a deep wound into the flesh and forced blood from the back. And
the Roman soldiers used the scourge mercilessly. The Romans did not know the
Law of Moses according to which a criminal should not receclve more than forty
lashes,

. The coarse soldiers would have rejoiced that after the long conversa-
tion between 'judge and accused they now dared take a hand in this business, The
murderous cries of the Jews certainly incited their murderous lust, And Pilate
himself had impressed upon them that they were not to spare the King of the
Jews as they scourged him., He would be much pleased if Jesus would really be
maltreated, He then hoped to arouse the sympathy of the Jews more easily in
order to save Jesus from the .cross. It is sald that during the scourging the
flesh was often completely torn off and the ribs and bones of the criminal were
laid bare. In any event no torment was spared the lord, which otherwise was
the lot of a malefactor, Thus it was predicted;: thus the Messiah complains,
"The plowers plowed my back; they made long their furrows." Ps 129:3,

The scourging was a punishment according to the law, which in this
case had been applied most wrongly, because it was used against an innocent
person. The soldiers did one more thing; contrary to all justice and law they
acted out an impudent, murderous playlet with him whom they scourgad. Behold
the man}! Think of the pains which werc added to the scourging, The soldiers
who had held Jesus thus far, also those who had scourged him, now called their
whole pang together. With thelr comrades they wanted to amuse. themsclves for a
while in the¢ torment of this innocent man, . So they dreamed up new torments and
pains.: They platted a crown d¢f thorns and placed it upon his head -~ or as the
words really read: they laid the crown of thorns about his head and pressed it
deeply into his head on all sides so that all around the blood spurted out and
trickled down upon his cheeks and face., What's more, they struck him upon his
head with their fists and with the -reed and increased the bitter pains. They.
also struck him in his noble counenance, Yes, the whole head was aick, the
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entire body was covered'with wounds and swellings. He was the man of sorrows
and acquainted with grief, wounded and bruised., - :

o .Vile mockery was andded to that torment. While the soldiers placed
the crown of thorns upon Jesus, a fraglle reed was placed into his hand, and an
old torn soldier's cloak put on him for a purple cloak; they ridiculed this
King of the Jews and his kingdom of which he had spoken. But the most wilful,
the most offensive acting was that they bowed the knee before him, worshiped
him, greeted him, and said, “Hail, king of the Jews!'" _Yes, the acting and the
Joking degenerated into shocking sacrilege: they spit in his face. Otherwise
one shies away from spitting upon an animal. To spit upon 4 man is the most
disgraceful abasement of God's moblest creature.. And Jesus was an innocent man,
as the soldiers well knew, yes, a holy man; he was more than a man.

Behold the wan!  See and consider also how this man suffered and en-
dured all this, This man was a King, yes, the King of heaven and earth, He
really was whom he had said he was and what the Jews set down as blasphemy. - He
was God's Son; he did not make himself that; he was that from eternity, With
a glance, with a wave of his hand he could have struck down these coarse, mock=
ing, blaspheming soldiers and immediately called down their deserved reward up~
on thelr heads, But he .restrained himself; he held back his power and majesty.
He patiently took nll this unjust torment, the disgrace and mockery upon. him--
self. As it was foretold of him (Is 50) he, gave his back to the semiters, and
'his-cheeks to them that plucked off the hair. He did not avoid the blows but
voluntarily held his head and tody ready for thoge who misused. him, .Even if a
person permits all to befall him,. his patilence soon ends the moment the ridicule
goes to extremes, No one lets himself be spit upon without murmuring and object-
Ing. But Jesus did not hide his face from shame and spltting. Grace, amazing
gracel Amazing patiencel !’ - : , : .

o II.

o ‘Behold the man. A man-of sorrows and acquainted with grief! But he
was wounded for our 'transgression, he was bruised for our iniquities. o
-+ 1f we ‘consider this unique Lenten picturec aright, this earpest count-
enance of suffering, we recognize our own pigture therein, our sin, our iniqui=-
ties.:vWe sing in our Lenten hymn, i : . -

R - - Yet, 0 Lord, not thus alone
C o - Make me ‘see Thy Paesion,
But 'its cause to make make knowm
And its termination.
-Ah! I also and my sin .
Wrought Thy deep affliction;
.+ 'This Ilndeed the cause hath- baen
S .. Of Thy crucifixion. (140,3)

Lo, this man is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, oﬁf pins
as well, my sins and yours. . : o , ,

" The 'sins of the world press heavily upon his head and lievupon his
-back. The soldiers who scourged him, mistreated; crowned him with thorns, jeered,
~ridiculed, ‘and spit upon Jesus are a picture ‘of the frivolous, insolent, god-=
less world. That 1s the world's attitude toward Christ, the King of the'Jews,
the Cod of the Chriatians. - The world, the coarse, common world, the refined,
educated world ridicules , - " this God and Kinp, jeers at Christians.who.
worship him, laughs at the faith and the hope of Christians, the.heavenly kingdom

t
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to come of which we specak and sing. The world ridicules God's Word, the Cospel
in which the countenance of Jesus Christ is unveiled and revealed to us., The
coarse, common. and the refined, wise mockers of this world tcar, pluck to picc-
es, and mangle the Bible and degrade the very carnest and comforting words of

-~ And thus they.bcfoul and disfigure the countenance of Jesus Christ
The careless, wilful world hates the preach-
o its rage and malice against Christ,

Scripturec.
which is drawn in the Scriptures.
ing of the Christ bitterly, gives vent t

and thus spits in his face and on his Word.
And the pleasantries, mockery, wantonness of the world can turn very

casily, in a moment into coarsencss, impudent violence. What did the faithful
of the Old Covenant have as their reward from the unbelicving world to which
they preached of their hope? '"Others had trial of cruecl mockings and scourg- .
ings, yca, moreover of bonds and imprisonment; they were stoned, they were
sawn asunder, were tempted, werc slain with the sword." Heb 11:36.37, What
did the Roman emperors, the pope do to the faithful witness of Christ? How have
they tried to destroy the Church of Christ? Lead was poured slowly upon Chris-
tians, they were cast into boiling oil, roasted upon coals, torn with white-hot
tongs. Thelr wounded bodies were rolled back and forth upon broken pottery and
coals. Salt and videgar were poured into their own wounds.. The poor were
wounded and beaten with clubs.and cudgels, with sticks and pikestaffs, with
switches .and whips, with lashes and ropes. That is the world's opinion about
Christ, Christ's’ Church, his faithful confessora, Yes, it is the world.
and its sins which has so greatly maltreated the Lord of glory. And he.is the

Lamb of God which takes away the sins of the world.

We, however, do not exclude oursclves from those of the world which
scourged and tormented Christ. Not only did the heathen servants, the ignorant
unbelieving world, but even the sins of Christians tormented him. Alasi there
are so many hypocrites to be found among Christians. They despise Christ and
his Word in their heart, are unconcerned about the will and command of this
King, live according to their own lusts. And if they intentionally permit
their devotion to be secen beforec men, sing and pray, and call upon Jesus, salute
him, and bow the knee before him with the congregation, they do the very same

thing which those soldlers did. They ridicule Christ the lord.
There are so many half, lukewarm Christians, who resemble uncertain

Pilate, who waver to. and fro between Christ and the world, and finally become
the prey of the world. They have indced put on Christ in Holy Baptism, At
that time the noble picture of the heavenly King was lmpressed upon their soul.
But now that they have joined the world in a wild, disorderly life they befoul
and deform this noble image. Out of love to the world they sin against their
good consclence and thus wound and torment it. Isn't that the picture of
wretchedness: a conscience troubled, bleeding by sin, a heart subdued, en-
slaved by the world which has lost all power, all which is can do is weakly and
helplessly quiver and groan but which can no longer bring forth earnest sighs

of repentance.

However, let us not forget about ourselves. We must all confess,

I caused Thy grief and sighing -
By evils multiplying Co
As countless as the sands,

I caused the woes unnumbered

With which Thy soul 1is cumbered,
Thy sorrows raised by wicked hands. (171,4)

and kicked our Christian conscience? Have we
with all manner of uncleanness, with lust and
honored the Christ within us? Have we not

Have we not many times stabbed
" not also defiled body and soul
greed and thus insulted and dis
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often joked about the Lord Christ, about.Cod's Word, for instance for the sake
of appearance have thoughtlessly prayed, listened, sung, and bowed the knee?
'Did we not at times loathe Christ's Word so that we would have liked to spit
upon it especially when it touched a sore spot in our own heart and life? Ve
also are gullty of tormenting Christ. ' We also have scourged and ridiculed and
pressed the thorns into his head. Surely, he was wounded for our transgressions
and was bruised for our iniquities. T 3

This man, this suffering, tormented Christ who suffered in the flesh,
reprimands our sinful, fleshly ways, Our lascivious, sensual flesh continually
produces poison and weeds, Our hearts are crammed with the thorns of lust, greed,
and worry. Our proud heart puffs itself up and despises God and men. By nature
we are all unclean, as though burdened and befouled with filth, spittle, dirt.
Even all our natural righteousnesses are as filthy rags.  There 1s nothing sound
‘In our body. The whole head 1s sick and the heart is faint., We are thoroughly
corrupt, deformed by sins. : A

‘ And by our sins we have deserved punishment and torment, the scourge
of divine wrath, What we really deserve is -that God would pour the eternal oil
of hell upon us for the evil lust which works in our flesh,.. By our pride we. .
have deserved that God would clothe us:.in eternal disgrace and shame.

But behold, this man, Jesus of Nazareth has now come and taken upon
himself all our uncleanness and everything which we have merited and for our
benefit let himself’ be rejected, spit upon, tormented, scourged, and.crowned
with thorns; he suffered in the flesh for us, and from a carefree, thankful
heart we sing,

A * :My burden in Thy Passion,
o o ‘Lord, Thou hst borne for me,
For 1t was:my transgression 4

..Which brought this woe on Thee.
I canst me down before Thee;

Wrath were my rightful lot.
Have mercy, I implore Thee; ~
Redeemer, spurn me not!l . (172,4)

He has atoned for our lust and pride By,hié ﬁains and‘disgraée. fhe'chastisement
of our peace was upon him, and by his stripes we are healed. '

- From his birth on he was pure and holy; he was innocent, VTo,the Qéry
end Pilate stressed his innocence., He, 'the Innocent, took the place of impure,
sinful men, of lost.and condemned men. His patience and willingness to suffer
was-an -acceptable sacrifice to God whereby we have become acceptable to God,
He ‘actually was what even the Jews who hated God could not deny, God's SOn; and
his blood, which covered his holy, noble countenance and streamed over his holy
body, yes, this blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanses us from all sin, .
cleanses our consclence from all evil works, from all vain, base words and
thoughts, So it 1is that this picture of the suffering Redeemer 18 our most
precious remembrance. We join the bride‘in the Son of Solomon in singing, "My
beloved 1s white and ruddy." Song 5:10. As long as we have breath, in the
hour of death we will not let this picture out of our eyes but fasten our heart,
mind, and thoughts upon our wonderful King and Bridegroom, the most beautiful
of the sons of men, who 1s clothed in the purple:of his own blood,.

¥

I11.

And because Christ sugféred for us invthe fleah, we‘waﬁtitd céaée from
sin. Behold the man!. - This man, this tormented Christ, this King with the crown
of thorns directs to all men, to all sinners the earnest admonition henceforth
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to ccase from sinning. Pilate led this scourged, blecding Jesus before the peo-
ple of Israel. Since he so solemnly confirmed his innocence, he indeed also
wanted to appease his conscience because he had so maltreated this innocent man.
He made one last effort to wrest this Jesus from the hands of his murderers.
with what he had done, he wanted to have done enough and no longer lay violent
hands upon his holy person. Sad to say, his weak, wavering will was soon
broken like a recd.

This King of the Jews in the crown of thorns and purple cloak cxhort-
e¢d his pcople to repentance. Yet they did not give up their cvil design but
now really cried, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" That is the way of the wicked
world. It wants to know nothing of this King with the crown of thorns., It
hardens itsclf againat the preaching of the suffering Redeemer and becomes only
the more wicked and thus by themselves turn the Gospel of their salvation into
a snare, into a preaching of the judgment, ' ,

= But let us take the exhortation and warning of the apostle of Jesus

- Christ to heart; because Christ suffered for us in the- flesh, let us arm our~
selves with the same mind and cease from sin, 1 Pet &4:1, We promise faithful-
"~ ness and obedience to this King and Bridegroom.‘ We cannot forget how much 1it:
cost him to redeem us and obtain us for himself, Out of honor and love to him
we flee and deny all ungodly ways and worldly lusts and crucify the flesh with
its affections and lusts. And 1f our flesh and sin, lust and pride press hard
upon us and assail us, we look into the countenance of the suffering Redeemer
and call upon and flee to the King with the crown of thorns: through the
Splrit we will kill the activity of the flesh, And if it should please our
Lord and King to cause us to conform to his image, to impose upon us a portion
of his disgrace or to chastise us.with sickness or other woes, we. kiss his rod
and thank him that we are permitted to suffer in the flesh and die to sin and
-grow well according to our soul. Let us remain faithful to this thorn-crowned
King until death, so that then we will receive from his hands the crown of life,

the crown of honor. Amen. .. '

18th SERMON

’ﬁatthew 97:24-26; Mark 15:15; Luke 23:24,25; John 19:8-16.

' In this portion of the Lenten story we hear the conclusion of the '
erinl. which the. Jews conducted against their King and Messiah before the judg-
ment seat of pilate. Pilate passed the final sentence. He condemned the inno-
_cent man to the death on the cross. From the very start he had left the
straight way of justice and righteouness. He let himself be influenced by the
hatred and rage of the Jews, something which no judge should allow. Nor could
he stop on this steep way as he would have 1liked; he was swept along by the
evil will and violence of the chief priests and the Jewish people until he sat=-
{sfied them completely. V , o . S

 He exerted every effort in order to escape this last decision. At
first he wanted to convince the Jews of Jesus' innocence and set him frec with
their consent. He would have gladly transferred the decision to King Herod.

Put neither the Jews nor Herod did what he wanted, He placed the rebel and
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murder Barabbas in the place of the innocent Jesus and the Jews set Barabbas
free. Finally, he had Jesus scourged and tormented, :But the cry of the Jews,:
Crucify him!  Crucify him!" was stirred up anew at the sight of this Sufferer.
-And finally the murderous Jews sprang the trap in which they had caught the
Roman judge and compelled him.to confirm the sentence of death which they had
already passed upon the Son of God in their council. Nevertheless, Pilate was
and remained answerable for .his unjust sentence, It was his judicial deciaion.

= i - As we have very often remarked in the past, Pilate is a picture of the
unjust judge and ruler of this world, Christ and Chriat's Church are the ones
who have the moat bitter experiences with the injustice of worldly government.
When oncg the government has begun to deal and bargain with the avowed and angry
foes of Christ, then of itself it binds its hands and upon its own responsibility
must finally condemm the righteous and pious, upon earth.

Pilate is a picture of the men of this world, the good-natured weak
worldlings who try to make their conscience agree with their sins, a picture of
the half-christians who try to reconcile their Christianity with the woriu. In
the example of Pilate we have repeatedly pictured to ourselves the unprincipled,
godless standpoint of these halfway and lukewarm people.. They are, driven more
and more into the corner by godless leaders .and advisers, by the determined foes
of the truth and finally are forced to make that final decision which they would
like to avoid making. And this final decision goes against Christ, However,
they themselves are guilty and must some day answer for their decision, Let
us hold on to these basic thoughts for our meditation:

THE LAST DECISIVE SENTENCE OF THE WORLD UPON CHRIST ‘THE SON OF GOD

T A Final Aggeal to thexCogscience of ghe Unjust‘Precedes the Final

Dec is i.og}.
. 11. Nevertheless, the WOrldMStifles its Conscience and Rejects Christ

~ the Holy One,
III. But Behold, the Stone Which the Builders Rejected hasABecome the
Corneratone.

. L. .

A _last appeal to the conscience of the unjust usually precedes the
final decision.

Before Pilate made fhe final .decision, he arranged a final hearing with
Jesus, And in this hearing the Llord once more placed a sting into-his conscience.
When Pilate heard the word, namely the talk of the Jews, 'He made himself the:
Son of God," Jn 19:7, he became the more afraid and went in-again into the judg-
ment hall and said to Jesus, '"Whence art thou?" Pllate was afraid -- of that
innocent, scourged, tormented King of the Jews; he was afraid that those words
of the Jews could-have some basis of fact, that this Jesus of Nazareth might
perhaps be more than a weak human being; he might have descended from a higher
world. He recalled that first speech of Jesus, "My kingdom is not of this world.,"
" But the impression which the words of the Jews made upon him was only
fear and terror. He gave not the least evidence of regret-and sorrow:over his
great wrong which he had done to the innocent Jesus. He also was not yet will-
ing to change his attitude, to be earnest in resisting the evil will of the:
Jews, or to'submit to that King from® above, the King of Truth, That question,
"Whence art thou?" was not a sigh of repentance, nor a cry for help but a nat-
‘ural product of terror, merely the outbreak of agitation and dismay. This -
thought alone moved him: Jesus could be in a certain sense God's Son and and take
vengeance upon him some day. And this thought, this naked fear of punishment
and revenge is in itself neither praiaeworthy, nor wholeeome, nor- pleasing to-
God .
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Therefore the Lord vouchsafed Pilate no further answer; to the ques-
tion of his origin and his kingdom he gave him no further information. In the
first private hearing he had said enough and Pilate had heard the voice of
truth, Christ the Son of God does not let himself be mocked. His silence was
a sharp reprimand. He left Pilate in his fear and terror. Least of all, did
he give Pilate that comfort which he would have welcomed most of all, that is,
calning his fear aroused by his unjust treatment, excusing this weakness in him,
and laying all the guilt upon the Jews, the wicked accusers. Jesus' silence
spoke enough; it was an earnest appeal to Pilate's conscience.

. To this very day the lord deals the same with these men, with world-
lings who sin against their better conscience, with the worldly Christians, the
half-christians who deny their better knowledge. These unfortunate creatures
also fall suddenly into fear, terror, dismay. They hear the voice of truth in
their conscience. They fear the vengeance of God's Son whom they reviled and
treated so vilely, But their fear is not a fear of the lord. No groan over
their great wrong, over the misery and wretchedness of their soul, no honest
sigh for help and deliverance comes from their frightened heart and conscience,
They fear only wrath and punishment but they do not shy away from sin, but love
sin and are in no way willing to free themselves from the cords of sin. They
do not long for deliverance from the bonds of servitude to sin. They do not
earnestly ask for salvation and deliverance of their souls.

~.They want only comfort and ease of mind over their sins from the Lord,
the assurance that sin is not so dangerous and ruinous as their aroused con-
science tells them. For such frivolous, wilful sinners the Lord has no comfort.
He surrenders them to their terrors, fears, and despair. If only these wretched
people would understand the silence of the Lord and grasp why he refuses to
answer them, that he does not hear simnmners. God preserve us from such dreadful
fear, from all hypocritical repentance which does not shy away from sin but only
fears wrath and does not yearn for the mercy of the Lord! If only we would let
ourselves be warned when the Lord is silent at our anxious imploring and pray-
ing and then examine ourselves as to what hinders us in having our prayers
heard!

When Pilate received no ansver from the Lord he became 1ndignant
shook off fear and terror, and revealed the rough, rude side of his nature, .
"Speakest thou not unto me? Knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee,
and have power to release thee?" Jn 19:10, He was a miserable coward. He did
not dare show his power which he had as Roman judge and governor toward the
angry Jews. But before this bound Jesua who did not resist him he boasted of
his authority and power. Jesus answered this question. He gave him no infor-
mation as to his origin. The answer which he gave was also a reprimand. 'Thou
couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above.'
Jn 19:11a. Hence, he reminded the governor of the power which he received from
above, that God had given him this power, but that God clearly had given the
government the power and the right to punish evildoers and to praise the pious,
and that God, the highest Ruler, will some day summon the government officials
and judges to give account if they abuse - their power and punish the just and set
the godless free.

Jesus adds, "Therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the great-
er sin." The greatest guilt lay upon the Jews who misled Pilate and compelled
" him to misuse his judicial powers. Yet because Pilate had received power from
God, he was guilty before.God if he let himself be swayed by the Jews who had
., no right or power in this case to make this decision. Thus the lLord warned the
unjust judge once more of the future accounting before he handed dowvm his final,
decisive sentence.

. Pilate is a forerunner of the udgea of this world, also of many so-
called Christian rulers., Out of love to the godless, from fear of the people
they twist the law, but over against the despised, powerless Church of Jesus
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Christ they brag of their power and authority. Pilate is a true picture of the
inferior worldling and worldly minded Christian, They have an obstinate and
fearful heart. " If they receive no comfort, no license for their sinful acts,
they comfort themselves, soothe their conscience, shake off fear and terror, and
show their spite, the pride of their wicked heart. They make use of their power
and freedom. They persuade themselves that they are their own masters and can
do as they wish and thus petrsevere upon their wicked way and will,

'~ But before they take the last fatal step, the Lord knocks for the last
time at their conscience. Through his Word which they hear on some dccasion he
reminds them of the responsibility, which they owe God for their commiasions
and omissions, and points them to the Last Day of accounting and judgment. At
times he strengthens this call by heavy blows, by which he tries to bend the
stubborn heart and to prove to ‘the sinner that he is in the Lord's power. He
also knows how to humble the great, the judges and rulers of the earth and at
times lets them feel his stronger hand in order to warn them against unjust de-
cisions. 1f only we might not fail to hear the knocking of the Lord, when he
calls us from a wrong way on which we have decided to go: If only we do not
‘defy the Lord and insist upon our wrong ideas and intentions as though we were
lords of our own life.

II.'

Sad to say, the world does not let itself be warnmed and stifles its
conscience and rejects Christ, the Holy One. We see this in the example of
'Pilate. He now started anew in the defense of the King of the Jews. He bent
every effort to set him free. The silence and the last words of Jesus had laft
a sting behind in his conscience. But it was the last, very weak resolution.
The Jews on their part renewed the struggle and undertook the last assault upon
the Roman tribunal They stuck to their password, "Crucify, -crucify him!' -and
finally supported their demand by an appeal to Caesar. ""If thou let this man
go, thou art not Caesar's friend, We have no king but Caesar." Jn 19:12.15.
This argument had its effect. Even if Pilate had in the end given up the friend-
ship of the Jews, he would never give up the friendship and favor of Caesar up-
on whom his office honor, income, his entire earthly fortune depended. And
because he feared that the Jews might accuse him before Caesar of protecting a
rebel, because he saw that a tumult arose under his very eyes before the tribu-
nal which could bring him into bad repute, he yielded to the will and request
of the Jews and stifled his conscience and suppreased the laet impulse of a
sense of justice and shame. :

o Of course, he sought to soothe his screaming conscience. - He<took,water

and washed his hands before the people and said, "I am innocent of the blood of
this just person; see ye to it,'" Mt 27:24, And the Jews who had cast aside
“all fear of God long ago gladly took the responsibility upon themselves, . ''His
blood be on us, and on our children.' Mt 27: 25, They were guilty of the great
sin. They even ridiculed the sin, the guilt, the coming vengeance, whereas
Pilate had reluctantly decided upon the unjust sentence of death and had begun
té6 tremble at the thought of the coming judgment., And the Jews also paid dear-
ly for their blaephemy. The innocent blood of Christ has come upon them and
cost the lives of more than a million of their people, and to this very day bur-
dens the godless nation as a grlevous curse. But Pilate also committed sin. He
could not cleanse his conscience from his participation in the guilt of Christ's
‘murder with water. His consacience with its -accusation would never be completely
at rest, and what was foretold him was also fulfilled as history tells us. He
lost the favor of Caesar, was dismissed from office, and died a wretched death.

Pilate's eentence and decision has, as it were, become law for the
Judges and rulers of the earth which in the trials against the disciples.of
Christ and his Church is authoritative, Then -the rulers,among whom authority,
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honor, respect weigh more hcaviiy than justice,

duty, and responsibility, give
their conscience the last push;

‘ they also wash their hands in innocence and
justify thelr sentence of death with the regard they owe the spirit of the
times, the wish of the masses, the ringleaders of this godless gdncrntion,‘but>
thus thcy.undcrminc‘thgir own -station, their throne and judgment seat and fall
under the judgment of the highest Judge from whom alone they have their power,

‘As Pilate, so all half-christians and lukewarm Christians, who have '
gold their conscience to the world and 8in, come to a wretched end; As a rule
they stifle and kill the last impulse of their conscience. How seldom it {g-
that a single one, who has decided to travel a crooked path, who lets himgelf
be ensnared in the net of the godlegs, still comes to his acnses in his lasgt-
hour and repents! Fleeting money and goods, honor, respect in this world count
for more than truth and the kingdom of hecaven. They wash their hands ia inno-.
cence and push all the blame upon their evil friends and advigers, -
the ringleaders of unbelief have the greatest guilt and because they lmpudently
Jjoked about sin and God's wrath they will suffer ‘double, But the seducers can
not now or ever release the seduced from their guilt. They retain their sin -
and the sting of guilt in their conscicnce and somgfduy.must become silent when
God begins to reckon with them, | L ) AU

To be ‘sure,

~ Ah, it was an earncst, wéighty'd0018100twhiQh‘Pilate'dc
day of preparation, on the .cve of that great festival about the sixth hour ac-
cording to Roman figuring, that is, early six o'clock in the morning and which
he loudly announced to all the people from the pavement of Gabbatha, He decided
that the request of the Jews be granted, It was his decision, " All ‘posterity -
accuses Pilate of murdering Christ: suffered under Pontius Pilate, crucified
by Pontius Pilate.,  Barabbas who for sedition and murder wds cast into prison,
for whom the Jews asked, he set free, but Jesus, the One Ridiculed and" Scourged,
he gave to their will to be crucified. An earnest, pregnant hour when 'a judge
and ruler of the world frees the godless and condemns the pious! ' An carnest,
pregnant hour in the life of man when a person who was a Christian or had been
convinced of the truth of Christianity finally decides for 8in, unrighteousness,
hell, and damnation, yes chooses Barabbas, shame, and vice and rejects Christ,
the heavenly King and says farewell to him forever! May the Lord in grace
preserve every one of us from wmaking this fatal choice!

1iverpd on that

III.

However, the stone which the builders rejected has become the corner-

stone,

In the trial which men instituted against his Son, God also has a few
words to say, He took the decision of Pilate into his hands, That s8ixth hour
was decisive for the salvation of all sinners. God homored and exalted hipg
vhom the Jews and heathen rejected and condemned to be crucified and

made him
Lord and Savior of the Jews and heathen, He did that at Easter and Pentecost.
But already in the Lenten story there are indications which point to

the future exaltation of the Sufferer, Throughout the whole Lenten story, in-
cluding our text, shines the eternal counsel of God. Christ testified before
Pilate that God gave him the power to free or to condemn him;
late condemned Christ against all divine and human law, it still took place
with God's permission, who had the highest power and could indeed haye hindored
this sentence and its execution. Where Pilate and the Jews thought evil, God
meant it unto good. Hence, according to God's eternal counsel Christ was sur-
rendered to Pilate and was given by Pilate over to the death on the cross, Yes,
God did not spare his own Son but delivered him up for us all,

This counsel of God was amazing; God carried everything out glorious-
ly. Barabbas, the insurrectionist and murderer was set free and instead of him
Christ, the Holy One, the Som of God wags condemned. Barabbas took the place of

and even if pPi-
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all sinners, all men. We are all sinners and evildoers, yes, rebels and murder-
ers before God: we have rebelled against God and refused to obey his Law; we
have hated and envied our brother, and he who hates his brother is a murderer.
We have deserved death, the cross, temporal and eternal torment and damnation.
But God himself laid our sins and iniquities, our punishment upon Christ; what
we deserved Christ took upon himself willingly; by his stripes we are healed.-
Christ, the Holy One, God's Son was condemned; thus Barabbas was freed; thus
we»poor,"wretched malefactors are freed from the judgment and need not fear the
final judgment and sentence of God, The blood of the righteous Christ, the blood
of the Son of God is condemned and finally shed on the cross; and this blood
has. reconciled the sinners and malefactors of this world with the greatest God
and Judge. In Wbrd and Sacrament this blood comes over sinners and cleanses us
from sin and iniquity and frees us from an evil conscience and protects and de- |
fends us when the foe accuses our life. |

Thus through the unjust verdict of Pilate and its execution God has
absolved the unjust world and made this Stone which the builders rejected the
Cornerstone; he made Christ the crucified Lord and Savior. Now he stands upon
Gabbatha, sits upon God's throne at the right hand of the Almighty and gathers
to himself through the Gospel of his cross, blood, and death a great people upon
.earth, the whole Christian Church. Blessed are all they who take their refuge
in this Rock of salvation! Of course, all sinners who even now despise the Gos-
pel of the Crucified and Resurrected, despise his blood and trample it under foot,
- are and remain guilty of the blood of Cod's Son; henceforth, they have no other
sacrifice for their sins; they will be dashed to pieces upon this Cornerstone,
We, however, embrace this Jesus who suffered‘under Pontius Pilate and remain
faithful to him until death., May God strengthen us through his Holy Spirit that
we for all time renounce the devil, the world, and sin, and struggle and come
out victorious under Christ's banner. Let this ‘be our watchword, our e¢onstant
final word: Lord Jesus, T live to Thee,‘ Lord Jesus, I die to Thee; Lord Jesus,
living or dying I am Thine. Amen, ' ' ' ’
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19th SERMON

_Matthew 27:31,32; Mark 15:20.21; Luke 23:26; 'John 19:16.17.

£

Up to ‘this point we have heard of Jesus struggle in Gethsemane, his

. arrest, the sessions of the vorldly and spiritual courts. Yet ‘all this was
nmerely a preparation and prelude to the 'last great, mighty drama which God want-

ed to present to the world upon Golgatha. We now, as it were, enter into the

.~ new, holy place of. Christ's suffering. We thirk of his high priestly courge as

he entered the heavenly sanctuary by his own blood. We think of his sacrifice

.\uhsn he offered. himself perfectly to God to atone for the sins of ‘the people,
.the whole world.

'In the following section of the Lenten atory vhich describes the high

ﬁoint of Christ's suffering, his tormert, his death on the cross, the languagé
.becomes shorter, more compact. In few and simple words the evangelists inform

us what the Lord experienced and what he amid suffering still did and said.They
do not describe in detail the impréssion of the severe suffering upon' the soul
of the Holy One, To have a proper, Fruitful meditation of Lent does not mean
that one must paint the pains and torments of the Rgdeemer in glaring ¢olors.

fHuman thoughts, human words cannot sound the depths of this suffering.

Yet we are not to leave these short and powerful words which the Holy
Spirit himself has spoken so quickly. We intend to pause at each separate state-
ment, at each phrase of the last, great suffering and ponder upon the extent to
vhich also this world is profitable for doctrine, for reproof for comfort, for

_correction. From all the details we recognize God's earnestness, the greatness

and seriouaness of our iniquities, "but also the inexpressible goodness and love

of God our Savior.' The whole story of Good Friday is a blooming, scented ‘para-
dise. From each blossom we draw strength comfort and refreshment. C

The section which is our first meditation® tells of the last bitter
journey of the Lord from the judgment’ hall of Pilate to Golgatha. During the
past night Jesus had to go over many a difficult way, from the room where he
celebrated the last Passover to Gethsemane, from Gethsemane to the house of An-
nas, from Annas to Caiaphas, from Caiaphas to Pilate, from Pilate to Herod,
from Herod back to Pilate, However, the most bitter trip was the one which our

_Lenten text related which the lord undertook in the morning of Good Friday.That

was in reality, the way to death, To this very’ day pllgrims in Jerusalem are
shovn the street along which the Lord is said to have been led, To this very

. day its name is in the mouths of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, even the Turks

and unbelievers: The Way of Sorrows, Whether the gtreet which today is point-
ed out is. reslly the path which Jesus then traveled 1is uncertain. The true way
of sorrows is marked for us here in the Scriptures in clear words, What we
read serves for our improvement and edification, yes, for qur joy. Every step

.upon this way of sorrows is filled with blessing., The Lord's way of sorrows

covers our sinful way and strengthens and comforts us as we carry our cross.

We will now picture this to ourselves: .
. THE WAY OF SORROWS

. I. Along vhich Jesys vas led, . .
- II. And which we must Go with Him,
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I,

In spirit we accompany the, Lord on the way of sorrows along which he

was led.

Early six o'clock on the morning of that Good Friday, hence according
to Jewish reckoning with the dawn of the Passover, the final sentence had scarce-
ly been passed that Jesus be crucified, when in a moment all preparations to
carry it out were also made., Some produced the cross, others dug a hole on Gol-
gatha for the cross; the accusation which was to be fastened to the top of the
cross was quickly written. The wicked mob knew no peace or quiet until they
carried out their murderous intentions. The children of this world, the cnemies
of Christ, are wiser, more energetic and zealous in their way than the children
of light, the friends of Christ.

The soldiers took charge of Jesus, Jesus, the Lord of glory was passed
from one hand to the next just like a plain, common article. None wanted to keep
him, every one tried to get rid of him again as quickly as possible. Judas sur-
rendered the Lord to the servants of the chief priests, the Jews to Pilate, Pi-
late ‘would gladly have ‘transferred him to Herod,'and finally handed him over to
the soldiers who hustled him completely out of the land of the living. That
indicated that the Lord was to die for all Jews and heathen, lords and servants
for the whole human race which rejected him.m As the Mediator and Substitute of
all of us, he traveled also this last difficult way from Pilate's house to the
place of execution,

The soldiers took off the mantel and clothed him in his own garments,
Because of the blood-soaked purple rob the figure of the Lord had become unrec-
ognizable, That is why the soldiers took off this robe which was not his own,
let the crown of thorns stay on his head, and clothed him in his own clothes
which he wore before so that all who knew him before might know him again, so
that it would be clear to all, that it was this Jesus of Nazareth who now was
being led to the place of executiOn. Yes, that very Jesus of Nazareth, the’ great
prophet, who had done great signs before the eyes of all Judea and’ Jerusalem,
spoken such powerful words to. all, who by word and deed had testified that he
was Israel's Messiah, the promised ‘Savior and Redeemer, now went to his death
and by his suffering and dying intended to crown his work ‘as Messiah, confirm
and seal his love as Savior and Redeemer.‘ The Lamb who goes forth is really
the friend and Savior of our souls.

. The soldiers led him away so that they could crucify him; they led
him to the place of execution like a lamb led to the slaughter. They led hinm
away who was weary unto death, drove him by pushing and hitting, threatenings
and cursings, and the mob which a few days before had cried out hosanna and
honored him with palm branches ‘as the King of Zion, now looked down full of cop.
tempt, with secret malicious joy upon this thorn-crowned King, who was led to
death as the greatest of all criminals,

But this difficult, bitter way of our Mediator and Redeemer eases our
last difficult journey. For man born of woman, for the sinful person this ig
the most difficult journey, the going to death and the judgment. However, sipce
Jesus has traveled this way in our place, we can joyfully die and confidently
step before God's judgment throne.

The soldiers led Jesus outside the door. The Passover lamb was to be
killed outside. The Law of Moses commanded that the skin and flesh of the ani-
mal which was not placed upon the altar was to be burned outside the camp. The
red cow from vhose ashes the waters of purification were prepared was burned
outside the borders of the camp. This Jesus, who was killed outside the city
gates, tormented in the flames of hell, was and is in truth the Pascal Lamb
given into death for us, for sinners, for -the impure. As filth and trash is
swept out of the city, so Jesus was pushed outside the holy city, a cleansing
sacrifice for the entire world by which humanity is cleansed from its filth,
Christ is killed outside the city of Jerusalem -- a Savior and Reconciler not

’
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only for the Jews, but also for those outside, all heathen. As the writer of
the Letter to the Hebrews exhorta us (Heb 13:12.13), we also must and want to
go outside Jerusalem which became a Babel, leave behind the oilnk of corruption
that this world is, so that our ecyes may bchold the Priest and King in his

beauty. o :

"And he boaring hie crogs went forth.' Thesec words particularly mark
the last bitter journcy. After the difficult struggle and the bitter torments
of that night he still must bear the croas through the streets of Jerusalem.
The burden of the cross was laid upon his shoulders already cut to ribbons by
the scourging. 4nd he did not shrug off this burden; he carried his cross.
Thus Isaac carried the wood which his father laid upon him, While Isaac carried
the wood, he asked his father, "My father, behold the fire and the wood;' but |
where 1is the lamb for a burnt offering?" Abraham replied. "My soh, Cod will
provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering,” Gen 22:7,8. 1Isaac might have
suspected that he himself was the lamb which God provided. Jesus the son of
Abraham and Isaac knew most clearly and positively as he carried the wood why
he carried it, that he was the Lamb which God provided from the beginning which
should die for the sing of the whole world, - , , ‘

He bore his cross, the very same cross which God had appointed for’
him before the foundation of the world. Because he knew that, he, as 1saac,
also bore patiently and willingly the burden imposed upon him. Love to the fall~-
en world, his ardent love for sinners made this burden, this journey easy. Ah,
how we should thank the Lord that he did not throw away this wood as well he
could have, that he did not let the angels take the wood from him, that he was
obedient to the Father even unto the cross, that he persevered to the end, that
he held to his will and purpose, to his holy, gracious will to take our burdens
from our shoulders! . L
. The cross was the accursed tree, Only criminals were condemned to it.
In and with the cross. Jesus bore the curse which burdened the sinful world.
Surely, he has born our griefs and carried our sorrows. Behold, he 1is.the Lamb
of Cod who takes away the sins of the world. In and with the cross he bore our
sins himself in his holy, unspotted body. And with his stripes we are heald.

The load Thou takest on Thee,
That pressed so sorely on me, ‘
It crushed me to the ground., (171,6)

He 1s not ashamed of his burden.  "And he bearing his cross went forth" is g
majestic word. This disgrace is his honor. This cross is his badge, his royal
crown, his diadem, his scepter. Also when he took the cross upon his shoulders,
he fulfilled the word, "And the government shall be upon his shoulder." With
the cross he gained the victory, hurled sin, death, and the .devil into the dust.
This cross is now his banner. Around this sign he gathers the redeemed, Joy-
fully and proudly we swear alleglance to this sign and coat of arms of our

King and Savior.
II.

That. is the way of sorrows, the Lord's blessed way of norrowé, and
this very same way wc must go with him. I
We are told that when the soldiers had gone outside the city gates
.with Jesus, a man by the name of Simon, a stranger from Cyrene in Libia, per-
haps a sccret disciple of Jesus as many think, met them and that they laid that
“cross upon him that he might bear it after Jesus. The cross which Jesus at
first had borne was passed on to this stranger. Simon of Cyrene is, as it were
a substitute for the remote world of heathen. Christ's cross 1s intended also '
for these for off heathen, the very same cross which Christ endured and through
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which he wiped out sin. All heathen, all far away, all ainners are the true
heirs of the fruit of Christ's death on the cross.: What Jesus earned by his
cross-bearing, he procured for us, What he ‘bore, auffered earned, and won. 13
our possession.:

Simon carried Jesus' cross after him until the top of the hill, and
in him we perceive our forerunner. We who comfort ourselves in Christ's cross
are also called to carry the Lord's cross after him., With him we must here trav-
el ‘the way of sorrows and endure disgrace with him. We upon whom the fruit of
Christ's death on the cross has come, of which we rejoice and boast, that Christ
carried the cross for us, in our stead, we also have the holy ohligation to walk
in imitation of the Crucified. Jesus says, "And he that taketh not his cross,

- and followeth after me, is not worthy of me." Mt 10:38., Because we are Chrig-
tiana, diaciples of the Lord we are crosa-bearers. : o

‘We draw aalueary teachins concerning the cross and croea-bearing, con-
cerning comfort under the -cross from our text, the story of Simon of Cyrene. -
First of all we learn: :for the most part the cross comes suddenly, unexpectedly.
Simon of ‘Cyrene came from the field, wanted to return to the city to his home,
expected no misery; suddenly at the city gate there met him this procession of
criminals, ‘and before he can think what this: procession cquld mean he himself
was drawvn into following Jesus and harnessed into Christ‘'s yoke. That 1s the
rule in the Christian's life. Often a Christian is in good spirits, goes his
‘way in a happy frame of mind, and is not intent upon anything wicked, when.sud-
denly, like lightning out of the blue, trial and tribulation strike him down.
The cross seldom sends advance notice, In the main it 1s an unexpected: guest .
which does not leave as edsily and as quickly as it entered in. - .

" In the second place we learn from Simon's example how man, the Chris-
tian as well inasmuch as he has flesh and blood, feels toward cross-bearing.
Simon of Cyrene had to be ¢ompelled to bear the cross; at first he resisted it.
So it is also with us. Do we always look on the cross as a welcome guest? Who
does not at first try to shake it off? ‘Which Christian has never groaned under
the cross, yea even' gecretly murmured against. it? -The cross preaaea and cuts
deep into 'one's flesh and blood, into. the natural heart. ~

But in the third place we wish also to note the comfort while bearing
the cross. A Christian has comfort under the cross. Simon of Cyrene carried
Christ's cross; he followed bearing Jesus' c¢ross.  Likewise, a Christian recog-
nizes very soon what that misfortune which struck him means. It is the cross of
the Lord, the cross of the Redeemer. He has suffered so much for him; shall
he not for his sake ‘also gladly suffer and bear something? Tribulation does not
come by chance' Christ has laid the cross upon us.. .God's will and plan is being
- carried out., From eternity God foreknew our cross.

And that 1s a good, gracious will of God. Christ means well when he
gives us a share 'of his cross., The cross is a proof of love, not of the wrath,
displeasure of the Lord. Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth. Because the Lord
carried the cross, he ground off its sharpest edges. He alone bore the curse,
the accursed tree. And if he lays the cross upon us afterwards, the curse is no
longer in this cross. The cross does not oppress the soul and consclence. We
know that the most oppressive burden, sin, guilt, the evil conscience, has been
removed from us for all time by Christ.

: The cross does not threaten, curse, or frighten us but looks gentle
and friendly to us. It 1s in the cross that we gee and taste the friendliness,
goodness, and kindness of the Lord. We become aware that Christ precedes us on
the way of sorrows, that he is at our side and helps us carry the burden. Jesus
himself carried the cross the greatest distance, until outside the city gates,
only during the last stretch up the hill did it lay upon Simon's ‘back, He lifts
it, helps us carry it; te supports the arms, strengthens the unsteady knees;
he does not let us be tempted above that we are able. And as he himself was
" spared the cross for ‘a time but then upon Golgatha had to taste the bitterest
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voes of the cross, so he procures alleviation and relief under the cross and
makes us skilled, able, and willing by a small cross to bear a heavier cross
later on and thus- exerciges us in the school of the cross. ,
" PBut with the cross he also places a blessing upon our backs and fur-

nishes a blessing in the home.  For Simon the way of the cross was blessed and
“prought his house eternmal gain. He became a true confessoxr of the Lord. He
‘therefore also made known to his children the name of the Lord. His sons,.Al-
exander and Rufus, were afterwards trusted members of the Christian congrega-
tion in Rome. Rom 16:13., The cross advances.us in the knowledge of Christ, in
faith, in hope. The cross is a blessing for the entire family which also must
suffer when one member suffers. For Christians the cross is the true of life,
a healing medicine. Only Christ's cross atones for sin. On the other hand,
the cross of the Christian helps to crucify the flesh. Suffering and bearing
“the cross helps the Christian to cease from sin and live no more in the lusts
of men. 1 Pet 4:1.2. So it is that the cross is an easy yoke, a light bur-
den. At the death of a Christian it still is said, “He carried Christ's yoke."
The cross and misery finally come to an end. Through the cross we go wi;h
Christ to glory. - We praise and glorify the Lord that through his cross and
- ¢ross-bearing he took the curse from us and sanctified our cross. Amen.

20th SERMON

Luke 23, 27-31

In our Lenten text we are still on Jesus' way of gorrowa, on the way
to Golgatha. Our text reports something more about the procession. The thorn-
crowvned King leads the way. Simon of Cyrene followed him carrying his scepter,
the crogs. Two malefactors went along. And the soldiers, the hangmen and ex-
ecutioners drove those wretched sacrifices on ahead. But now a large crowd
followed Jesus. The chief priests, the Pharisees, and scribes accompanied him.
These ringleaders and the Jews, who were enflamed by the bloodthirstiness of
their leaders and had cried out, "Crucify him! Crucify him!", feasted their
eyes on the suffering King of Israel. Many of the people, especially the
strangers who had come to Jerusalem for the Easter festival, had joined the
crowd out of curiosity., So it is everywhere. Wherever misfortune strikes in
the city, there the curious gather. Thus man has degenerated; the human heart
has become so inhuman that it seeks its pastime and amusement in the pains and
torment of its neighbor.: ; o ‘

In that crowd were also a great number of women. They wept and la-
‘'mented over Jesus. They appeared to be of a different mind and disposition than

the rest of the crowd. They appeared to be secret friends and disciples of the
Lord; one would be tempted to conclude from their tears that they swore alle-
giance to the suffering Redeemer. In any case, their lamentation was a proof

of Jesus' innocence. Otherwise the women accompanied also an infamous criminal
to his death with raging erfes curses. Of course, there were amongst that large
"mob a few true Israelites whose heart had been opened to the Redeemer of Israel.
The Lord did not acknowledge the lamentation and the tears of the daughters of
Jerusalem. He did not acknowledge them, not even the most of them; as being
his own. He did not accept their sympathy, called upon tlem to weep over them-~
selves, over their children, over their people, over their city, because of the
great disaster which Israel had to expect. He threatened them with the coming
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judgment. Hence, for the most part, they were unconverted women who rent their
garments but not their hearts before the Lord their God.

We see from this story, that the unconverted, the children of this
world, the foes of Cod and Christ do not ‘all show one and the same color and
character. Some bid defiance, ridicule, blaspheme. ' Others are tender-hearted
and good-natured, are easily moved, weep and lament. And yet it is not the true
repetnitance which pleases God. That is the way of the world. One time it laughs
and jokes, the next it weeps and howls. The lamentation of the daughters of
Jerusalem is an example of the sorrow of this world, the sorrow which brings
forth death. According to the testimony of the Lord the lamentations of the
world will finally die away into the cries of the anguish of Judgment Day, into
howling and gnashing of teeth in hell. :Nevertheless, from the lamentation. of
the daughters of Jerusalem, from the sorrow of the world, we can draw the oppo-
site conclugions. From that we recognize the opposite, which lamentation pleases
.God, which the true sorrow is which the bitter suffering and death of Christ
should awakén. This verdict of the Lord upon the lament of the women was and
1s intended for the purpose of causing sinners, the carnal man, to be warned -
and converted from the heart. The Lenten text before us contains a powerful
admonition to repentance, to the sorrow which is not to be repented of.  Hence,
listen now to

THE LAMENTATION OF THE DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM
In it we see:

I. An Example of the Sorrow of the World which Worketh Death,
II. An Admonition to True Repentance which is not to be Repented of.

I.

The lamentation of the daughters of Jerugsalem is an example of the

sorrow of the world which works death.

Women followed the procession with loud sobs and gtoans. They bewailed
Jesus,they smote their breast, even tore their clothing. And they wept over
him. And this lamentation, these tears were not sheer,gross hypocrisy. They
. did not pretend as did Judas when he kissed the Lord. The sight of this man of
sorrows who was about to sink under the burden of the cross awakened théir
sympathy. They could not lmaglne, their human, womanly feeling opposed the idea
that this good man who had healed their sick and wronged no one was being led
to hig death. ‘

However, this condolence did not soften the pains of the Savior; these
tears ‘were no balm for his wounds. Jesus turned around and restrained their
tears, 'Weep not for me!" The daughters of Jerusalem did not deny the nature
of their nation; they were the children of their fathers. It was merely fleshly
sympathy which they showed, the overflow of the natural heart. It was a blind
gorrow. They did not see and recognize the great work of God before their very
eyes; they did not know the time of their visitation. They did not recognize
the true cause of the unique suffering of this Jesus of Nazareth. Perhaps they
were angry with and secretly cursed the leaders of their nation who had wrung
the death sentence from the Roman judge,. But the sin and gullt of Jerusalem,
their own sins were hidden from them. They did not take to heart the powerful
earnest words of that great Prophet which he spoke in the temple of Jerusalem.
They belonged to the secure of Jerusalem as the prophet describes who gave them-
selves and -their children earthly, perishable food and joy, who delighted in
- temporal luxury and were unwilling to hurt the fleshly lusts of their heart.

* According to our text, according to what the Lord did, thus must we judge of the




20th Sermon -109-

majority of those weeping women. : : .
: Hence their lamentation 1is an example of the sorrow of the world, The
world, the unconverted people, and also the unconverted women know very well
how to weep and lament, The children, the daughters of this world laoment and

howl and behave like miserable people when a misfortune grasps them by the
:vthroat; when their lusts and joys are suddenly turned into pain and sorrow, They
also share in the misfortunc of others, in the ‘misery of their neighbor. The
children of the world pity, bewail even Christians, God's children with whom
they ordinarily do not agree, when they groan under the cross. And their tears
and lamenting are not pure hypocrisy; they come from the heart. But from the
natural heart. It is fleshly sorrow, fleshly emotion. They do not recognize
the mighty hand of God which oppresses them or others. Even if God's finger and
arm 1s ever so clear and noticeable they do not see and feel it. They see only
what is right before their eyes.  They know nothing of their sin and guilt, the
source of all affliction. : S -

While they give in to the feelings and impulses of their fleshly
heart, they stifle the impulse and voice of their conscience. Their eyes over-
flow with tears. But behind this feeling and tender wood is hidden a hard,cold
" heart which fighté off divine sorrow. Such tenderhearted people are occasion-
ally moved to tears even by a sermon, perhaps by the description of Christ's
suffering on the cross. But they refuse the reprimand and correction, do not
want to rend their heart, do not want to deny the flesh and their natural way,
refuse to repent and improve their lives, hate the rebirth, the new way.

' " And as long as we are also flesh and blood, we pay tribute to worldly
sorrow. How many times we have already decelved ourseclves concerning our re- -
pentance and have mistaken the natural, fleshly feeling, the soft mood of our
heart for piety! How quickly a Christian shakes off the earnest impression,the
seriousness of God's visitation, the seriousness of the Word, the seriousness of
the cross of Christ! How soon weeping, lamenting, sorrow, condolence turn into
laughing, cheerfulness,thoughtlessness! Let us take care that we do not deceive
ourselves with a false, fleshly Lenten meditationm!

But the sorrow of the world works death.. The lamentationg of the
daughters of Jerusalem should turn into cries of woe and anguish of the last
wrath, Jesus says to them, "Weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for
your children. For, behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall say,
Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never
gave suck. Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; and to
the hille, Cover us." The Lord predicted to the daughters of Jerusalem, but in
and with them all Jerusalem and Israel, the judgment because of their impeni-
tence. Not at his fate, but at their own, at the fate of their city should
they weep, just as the Lord himself had wept over Jerusalem a few days before,
The lord describes the difficult time which awaited Jerusalem in the words of
the Prophet Hosea, "They shall say to the mountains, Cover us; and to the
hills, Fall on us." "Hos 10:8. As he himself spoke three days before to hig
disciples about the end of Jerusalem, "And woe to them that are with child, and
to them that give suck in those days!'" Mt 24:19 so he speeks’ here, '"The days
arc coming, in the which they shall say, 'Blessed are the barren, and the wombs
that never bare, and the paps which never gave suck.,” - .

: Under the shadow of the cross this Jesus of Nazareth still showed
himself as the Son of God and the Judge of the world, His majesty shone through
his deepest disgrace and humility. At the very time when he was led to the
‘slaughter Jesus still knew that he had come from God and now would leave the
world and return to God. His resurrection, his ascension, his sitting at the
right hand of God, his return to ‘judgment, his glory stood clearly before his
‘eyes, as he was sentenced, as he bore the cross on which he should die., As dur-
"ing the night before the Sanhedrin, 80 now when he collapsed under the cross,he
came forward as the future Judge of all Jerusalem.
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As he had spoken, so it came to pass. The last woe,hthe final ;rath
came upon the children of those fathers who nailed Christ to -t iu;rozsj ’ ve?’ f
many a witness of Christ's crucifixion saw for,himself,thela“%uli o e::Bi -
Then the daughters of Jerusalem began to howl still more dolefu yizvirh 3 r .
own calamity and over the misery of their children. Then the mercifu 1a2 § 0 ;
the women killed their owm children and roasted them.- Then mothers. called the !
barren blessed. Then the strongest men trembled and quaked and said to the hills,
"Fall on us," and to the hills, "Cover us!'" and sought refuge in the holes of
the mountains and caves and full of anguish and despair finally ran into the .
burning temple in order to be buried under its ruins., R
. And that is the way it will be also at-the end of the world. All the
families of men will howl. Not only the proud tyrants and persecutors of the
Church, not only the out and out scoundrels and transgressors, no, all.vho lived
after the flesh and were satisfied with the piety, remorse, and sorrow of the
world and did not turn from.their whole heart to their God and Savior will trem-
ble and fear and wring their hands and then too late and vainly call upon the
Judge for mercy. This is the way St. John describes the great day of the lord,
"And the kings of the. earth, and the great men and the rich men, and the chief
captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid them- ‘
selves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains, and said to the mountains
and rocks, Fall on us,.and hide us from the face of .him that sitteth on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of his wrath is come,
and who shall be able to stand? Rev 6:15-17. - o : o
. In order to confirm the truth of his prophecy, Jesus pointed the
daughters, the inhabitants of Jerusalem to his own cross and suffering, "For if
they do these things in a.green tree, what shall.be done in the dry?" 1If the
green tree is cast into the fire, how the dry wood will burn all the more: If
the innocent Son of Cod must suffer and,die, how much the more will sinners,
the unfruitful trees be punished and tormented! St. Peter writes, "For the time
is come that judgment must begin .at the house of God; and if it first begin at
us, what shall the end 'be of them that obey not the Gospel of God? And if the
righteous scarcely be saved,. .where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?"”
1 Pet 4:17.18. The sufferings of the Christians here on.earth are signs of the
fpture unutterably great torture and.pain of the godless. .May God in grace.
spare‘us that! o . -
<11,
But the lamentation of the daughters of Jerusalem. is at the same time
a reminder of the true remorse of which no _one should repent. ' From the false,
fleshly lamentation, remorse, and repentance of the daughters of Jerusalem we
can gather the true remorse and repentance to which Christ's suffering should
awaken ug. He was the-Judge of the world who shortly before his déath once .
more pronounced a woe upon Jerusalem. But through the pronouncement of the'judg-
ment one can hear also the voice of the Redeemer. : As Jesus walked under the
crosarhg stirred thoughts of peace in his soul. By that earnest sermon hg'wahted
~to. lead the inhabitants of Jerusalem to true repentance. And certainly these
words were not in vain to all who heard them, Many of those women reflected
and wept tears of true repentance, . ' : o B
. “ The Lord's words are profitable also for us for reproof, for repent-
-ance and improvement. True remorse 15 the knowledge of sin and God's wrath, 1is
s;rrow and poin over one's own sins and iniquities, The appearance of,the‘Lémb
of God th carries the sins of the world awakens remorse in us. We should justly
weep and ‘lawent over ourselves,:ovgr the greatness. and seriousnesas of our gins
vhich caused the Lord Jesus hig bitter suffering, - tv ) .
: ] Alas, the man born of flesh is flesh! The children of the world walk o
after the lusts of the flesh. During these very earnest days, while one bears
in mind the suffering and death of Christ, the world adores.the lascivious
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flesh. Even Christians have not completely laid aside the old way. This also
wag the sin of Jerusalem: the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eycs, the
pride of life. How many of us still indulge the flesh! Because we permit the
flesh to indulge itself, Christ must guffer in the flesh. The sensuality and
pride of the daughters of Jerusalem, the sons and daughters of men press like
an alarming yoke upon this Holy Person. The cxcesses of our sinnlng, corrupt
naturc squeczes sighs, oweat, and tecaros from him. : : '
Alap, by nature we arc all dry twigs without sap, power, and life; by
nature we are dead in gin! All the beauty, all the skill and virtue of man 1s
hay, dry wood. All his works, even those secmingly good, holy works, are dry
lcaves on a dry twig. How unfruitful has also our life been: How many dead
works have done from day to day! And our iniquity, our‘fleshly wantonness, our
gpiritual dryness and deadness 1s 50 deeply entrenched, weighs so heavily that
it could be atoned for only by the death of God's Son, What a fearful judgment
it is that the green tree i{s cast into the fire! Luther says: '"What will hap-
pen to the sinner 1f the dearest child 1is thus smitten? What inexpressible
earnestness must it be which strikes such a great, infinite Person.' Yes, we,

we have caused the Lord trouble and labor by our gihs! B

of this and is heartilyvsorry about it will not

begrudge his pain and remorse. But faith 18 also a part of true repentance. We
11ft our eyes of faith to the Lamb of God who carries the cross and in and with
the cross our sins. The green tree 1s cast into the fire. Christ, the Pure,
the Innocent, the Righteous whose life sparkled with the fruits of righteous-

: 1ife, the Son of God, the Lord of life

ness, Christ the living, the Prince of : t 3
and death, the Ruler and Judge of the world went into death and gave his inno-

cent, divine life for the redemption of many. This ransom outwelghs ﬁhe guilt
" of the entire world. Now the dry twigs, the poor sinner is spared. Now for -
Christ's sake God forglves us ouT sins. Yes, Christ, the green trec,j;hglgrince

of life has died. : . . .
‘ But the green tree could not decay. The Prince of life could not
th, He passed through death uninjured and

remain in death and be held by ded sse ,
i £ sin he has brought eternal righteousness,

'lives in eternity; in the place o :
through the Gospel. Through his power and might

1ife and immortality to light , \ el
f the flesh. Through the Gospel we are grafted as

we are freed from the bonds ©
_the vine, we the branches. This brings a

twigs into Christ the grecn tree, he
new way in us. And Christ continually prunes his branches through the Word,

through the cross of tribulation so that they will bring forth more fruit. Out

of love and honor to him we daily crucify our flesh with its affections and
rough death into 1ife and will in his Paradise become

lusts, We go with him th

green and blossom and pralse his glory as beautiful green trees of heaven. May
the Lord grant us divine gorrow which works salvation notto be repented of and
preserve us as long as we walk in this ginful flesh for the aake of his gsuffer-
ing and death., Amen. ‘ '

Whoever sees the truth

Olst SERMON

Mark 15:22-24.27.28; Luke 23:32.33; John 19:17.18.-

Matthew 27 :33-35.38;.

In spirit we accompanied the Lord upon his last gsorrowful journmey.
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Now we come to Colgatha, the site of the ggecut¥°n° Thfs";qta:2;1thlzﬁz.st¥e
holiest place upon earth. Of this place it can be ﬂa;di uouzd " gx 3.2 T;ig
off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy gid- P

1s a mystery which was hidden from the. beginning of the worlc: r " e cru-
cified. The cross of the Redeemer: the end in view of 0ld Testament fizgng:
this the beginning of the New Testament, this the heart‘qf the stozy o 8-
kingdom, this the center of world history. The Lamb vho was lilled upon Golga-
tha, upon the altar of the cross, God had chosen from eternity. The Lamb who
there 18 killed receives praise, glory, homor, power, adorqtign inTali eternity;
he is the refuge, the joy of mankind, the delight of the angels. ruly, we now
step upon holy ground; we must take our ghoes from our feet; we musttleuve be-
hind our human undérstanding and wretched rhetoric. By our own trimmings and

embellishment we hide the cross of Christ, Here we want to remain upon a safe,
even way, examine the words which the Holy spirit has spoken, show what lies in
: ‘hese words of the story, which

the words themselves, and add the application to these
God's Spirit has given in other passages of Holy Writ.

First of all, we picture to ourselves the story of the crucifixion of
the Lord. Each separate stroke, each word is of meaning, To be sure; the form
vhich is drawn.for us in these words is not a form which pleases natural man,

We see only suffering, untold misery, unspeakable insult and disgrace, the deep-
est contempt, curse, and wrath. To the natural man, Jews and Creeks, Christ the
crucified is and remains a stumbling block and foolishness. If we do not turn
away out eyes from the sight'on"ché cross but look more deeply into the eyes of
the Sufferer, when we open the hard, rough shell we will find and taste the
sweet kernel which is hidden in the word about the cross. To us the crwified
Christ is divine wisdom and power. The Holy Spirit, the Holy Secriptures even
glve us the key to his mystery. Christ's cross and disgrace bring to light many
clear, precious, comfoffiﬂg'wordé of ‘Cod. And therefore we pray that the Holy
Spirit will open the eyes 'of our understanding so that we behold our joy 'in 'this
Eost,beautiful of .the children of men, Our Luther says of the crucified Christ:
To our eyes there will be no delight in him; for you clearly see how disgrace-
fully, how miserably, how wretchedly he hangs there. But look at him with your
heart; then you will find a garment and treasure for which you will never be’
~able to thank him enough." Therefore,'we'how'pfedch" ' I

CHRIST THE CRUCIFIED

n,.I; To thé Jews a Stumblingblock, to the’Hedﬁhen Foolishness,
~ II. But to us_the Power of God and the Wisdom of God. '

1.

‘o the heag:zi?t the crucified is a stumbling block to the Jews,‘fQolishneGSQ
First we ponder the story of the crucifixion, the pains and disgr
Zsaﬁzzli§z§1£:Ed’ and hold our thoughts gtrictly to the limits which the Eoi;e
avey . The verve Be: through their words, adding nothing nor taking anything
In any portionyo:o:hs tell us enough. I admit we find no form or comeliness,
50 miserably thore e Lenten story we dare never forget who he was who.suffered
was Jesus, that Je; Even our text for today describeBAhis person exactly, It
he fulfilled the us to whom all of Scripture point. As our text tes tifies
Christ, the Meszia;ripgures. It is he of whom Moses and the prophets spoke, '
Lord Johoveh vhen than King of Israel who should redeem Israel; 1t was the
by step'hold'the'4er§y nailed to the cross. But if in our meditation we step.
ouly the dackor tp on, this great person before our eyes, the mystery becomes
’ O our natural .reason, the offence the greater. To this very
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Af he is thought to be a per-
Cod on the cross, the One

on is the cpitome of all

ice taken of a crucified peraon
the Savior, Christ, yes,
that for human rcas

day therc 1s no not
son accurged., Dut Jecoud,
Crucified whom one ghould worship:
folly; that offends natural man.

As our text reports, the soldiers, the hangmen brought Jesus to the
place which in Hebrew 1s called Golgatha, that 1s translated as the place of a
gkull. Whether Golgatha recelved its name from the skuls of those cxecuted or
from its round shape, OT whether cven before this time it was a well-known place
of exccution or first became a place of execution with the crucifixion of"
Christ we cannot decide with certainty. It is cnough that the Scriptures call
our attention to the name: Golgatha, the place of exccution. Yes, a placc of
execution the like of which cxists no where elsc upon earth! Usually criminals
who are unworthy of this world and of living are led to the place of execution
and therc killed. Here upon Golgatha the Lord who had come from heaven, who
had sought only man's good, of whom the world was not worthy was executed, tor-

tured to decath. .

Before the soldicrs laid hands on him‘again,'thcy gave the Lord vine-

gar to drink, wine mixed with myrrh and gallf a bitter drink. Such a drink was
customarily given to those who werc to be nailed to the cross to stupefy them
and thus the pains of the crucifixion would be lessened, When Jesus tasted it,

he would not drink it. He refused this bitter drink in order to drink and
P jousness the bitter cup which the Father now gave him.

taste in complete consc 4

'He kept a clear mind. He felt all the unuttcrable torments of that long, fear-
ful six hours, from t nth; he wanted to feel them; he
wanted to sce and taste doath and the bitterness of decath. We cunnot“posaibly
conceive the feelings of pain of Cod's Son which he experienced in his holy,
tender body which had no cxperience with evil. Our heart and fcelings arc too
dull for that. We can merecly say and maintain that Jesus tasted, felt, and cx-
: he pains and torments

pericnced in fullest measurc and to the very cnd all ¢t |
which goes along with a crucifixion. Alas, thosc were pnmcntionablc‘pnins!

"And about the third hout," we read in our text, “they crucified him."

That was a memorable hour, that third hour, nine o'clock in the morning: A
In this one word all the woes of the world

brief word: 'They crucified him."

are contained. They crucificd him, "'Jesus in the midst," That it was Jcsus
whom they crucified, Jesus of whom the Scriptures testify, this remark indicates

" a distress before whose greatness and depth human thoughts and words become 8i-

lent and shrink away.
We know from history ho

he third hour to the ni

w the crucifixion of criminals was handled.

The wretched evildoer was first deprived of his clothing and fastened to the
cross which had been laid flat upon thc’ground. The arms were stretched apart,
the legs stretched tight and then hands and feet were fastened to the croas with
nails. And .that happened also to this Holy Onc in Isracl. The hands which had
done only good and had been active in the service of suffering mankind, the

feet which had been run tired and sore SO that pcace might be preached ncar and

far in Israel, in Galilec, Samaria, Judah, cven beyond thése boundaries, that
cities, market places, and villages might be helped, would

the aick in all the ;
be placed against. the hard cross and pierced, wounded with blunt nails.,

‘ Ater the criminal was faetened to the cross, the cross with its bur-
den was set upright, placed into hole, and packed around firmly in the earth
with pegs and stones; ‘now the one condemned hung betwean heaven and earth.

The wounds in handa and feet grew larger, the blood flowed in rivulets, all the

bones were severcd and put out of joint. The internal, noble organs, the vis-

cera became enflamed and with cvery passing minute the torment increased. His-

tory reports that a crowd broke out into loud weeping and sobbing when it caught
‘ {fied at Damascus. And here on a post hangs the

sight of a slave who was cruc
Lord, God, who made heaven and earth and writhes like a worm, not like a man,
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Israellé;uesaiah sobs and laments as David perceived it in the Bpirit,'as P?alm
22 reports: M1 am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of J;in&, my
heart is like,wax; it is melted in the'midst‘of my bowels. My strengph iu
dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast
brought me into the dust of death. For dogs have conpassed me; the assembly
of the wicked have inclosed me; they pierced my hands and my feet. I may tell
all my bones; they look and stare upon me," Ps 22:14-17. This was the bruise
in his heel of which Moses had spoken. Gen 3:15.

V . The deepest disgrace and shame was added to thg nameless pains, * Inten-
tionally the evangelists hold Christ's disgrace clearly before our eyes. They
use many words, "“And there were also two others, malefactors, led with him to
be put to death." Lk 23:32. "They crucified him at the place called Golgatha,
and two malefactors with him, one on the right‘hénd,‘and the other on';he left,
ond Jesus in the midst,” Jn 19:18; Lk 23:33. "And the Scripture was fulfilled,
vhich saith, And he was numbered with the transgressors,”" Is 53:12; Mk 15:28,
Punishment’ by crucifixion was in itself a disgrace and shame which was inflicted
only upon the commonest criminals, despised slaves. 'When Roman citizenSVhad>com-
mitted a crime worthy of death, they were executed with the sword, And that Je-
Sus was crucified between two well-known, infamous men, two murderers, }ncreqsed
his disgrace. Everyone who saw that would have to think and say: He 1s also a
criminal; he hangs in the middle; he is perhaps the worst of the three. Even
among the. Jews everyone who hung on the tree was considered banished and cursed.
Moses had written, ""Cursed is every onme that hangeth on a' tree.' Dt 21:23;

Gal 3:13. "And when it can be said of this person who was banished and accursed,
"He is Israel's Messiah, of whom the Scriptures testify, the King of glory:
Honor him!" then such talk, such a demand on Jews and heathen is in every way
foolishness and most offensive to. the natural man. He was despised and reject-
ed. Yes, he was so despised that we hid our face from him and would like to
hide them from him even now. And he who does not feel aversion and offence
covers his head and thinks and says, "No, such a faith, faith in one who is cru-
cified, a religion and worship of that kind is of no use to me. That is too
unusual; I do not understand it; that is too hard and high for me." But thank
God that he has opened our eyes and revealed the mystery of Christ's cross}

II.

For us the crucified Christ is the power of God and the wigdom of God.

All through the suffering, pains, and disgrace, we perceive the beauty
of this King and Savior. Beneath the hard, rough shell we taste the sweet kernel.
Christ's cross, the word about the croos is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in rightcousness. From Scripture we learn to
. understand thc¢ meaning of Christ's suffering on the cross, The Holy Spirit has
explained everything to us, o o

The word of the cross is profitable for reproof, Christ's cross is
an earnest, powerful sermon of repentance, Here in a clear mirror we see our
8ins and God's wrath., The Scriptures say, "He was wounded for our transgres-
sions, he was bruised for our iniquities," ‘Is 53:5. "I restored that which'I
took not away." Ps 69:4. Our 8ins and misdeeds are the cause of these sharp -
Pains, this deep disprace, If we place ourselves under Christ's croas, we know
who and how we are, that we are sinners, yes, sinners and criminals, evildoers,
malefactors, robbers and murderers in Cod's eyes. "He was wounded for our ini-
quities." The, two malefactors at the right and left hand are picﬁures'and images
of us, Sin, every sin is a misdeed, a crime, We have done evil, robbed, seized
the forbidden fruit, and have coveteéd evil. We have ‘done wrong and violence to
our neighbor, killed him with hatred, wrath, bitter words with évery power at
our command, We have robbed God of his honor; refused to worship and obey him,
despised his Word, and considered it common, Before God we are malefactors,
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evildoers, robbers, murderers. Co

Christ's entire body was covered with woundas, stripes, bruises, dis-
grace, shame, 1In this picturc we know who and how we are. We are complctely
unclean, full of blemishes; from the crown of our head to the sole there is
nothing sound in our body. We have ginned with thouglhts, words, and deeds, we
have stained body, soul, and spirit. The thorn-crowned hcad of Jesus.reminds us
of our proud, wicked, ungodly, unholy thoughts. The silent, pale mouth of the
Crucified reminds up of the deluge of vain, useleas, evil words which have
crossed our lips, The pierced hands of the Crucified remind us of the work of
our hands, of all the evil which we did, the good which we wasted; his pierced
feet'remind us of the crooked ways which we have pone, Yes, we sigh and lament:

'Tis I who should be smitten,
My doom should here be written:
Bound hand and foot in hell, (171,5)

Our sins are the thorns, nails, pricks which wounded ‘this Holy One. We have
caused him much labor, prepared torment, pain, disgrace for him by our nisdeeds.
Truly, we, we should be put into the stocks or in iroms, upon the rack, hanged
on the cross, What Jesus bore and suffered we have deserved; it was our just
revward, :

The crucified Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God for
us. The crucified Christ has been made by Cod to .be wisdom and righteousness,
sanctification and redemption, The cross of Christ is also our comfort, our
refuge. Thither we flee:when the enemy of our soul pursues us. Therewith we
comfort and protect ourselves against. all sins and misdeeds, Christ has suf-
fered "the just for the unjust,” 1 Pet 3:18, 1In our text he again appears as
the Substitute of sinners and evildoers. He was reckoned among the evildoers,
placed on the same level as they were. He passed for one of them, as one of us.

"The chastisement of our peace was upon him." Our chastisement lgy
upon him. 1Is 53:;5. 'Christ was made a curse for us; for it is written, Cur-
sed 'is every one that hangeth on a tree."” Gal 3:13. He was reckoned as one of
the evildoers, Thus the Scriptures were fulfilled, God's counscl has been car-
ried out, "The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all." 1Is 53:6, "(@od
hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin." 2 Cor 53:21a. . "God spared
not his own son, but delivered him up for us all," Rom 8:32. S

And the Son submitted to this counsel and will of God, He refused the
bitter drink which was to benumb him; for us, for our benefit he wanted to
taste and drain the cup of God's wrath, Willingly he, he himself,bore our sins
in and with his body on the tree. 1 Pet 2:24. "Jesus for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the shame." Heb 12:2. 0On the cross
love, eternal love who bears all things, endures all things, which does not let
itself become embittered glorifies itself., He suffered "as a lamb brought to
the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers ia dumb, so he openeth not his
mouth,” 1Is 53:7. 1In great patience, in strong love he endured, overcame, out-
lasted the unmentionable torments, the nameless disgrace of the cross, His pa-
tience, his love was stronger than suffering, cross, and death., 1It.was the.
Lord of glory whom they crucified. 1 Cor 2:8. He stood firm, he remained the
victor, he conquered all pain and disgrace, sin stripes, curse, wrath,

Thus we were redeemed and God was reconciled. Christ paid, paid ful-
ly what we had taken. He redeemed us from our vain conversation according to
the tradition of the fathers with his precious blood. 1 Pet 1:18.19, He of-
fered, killed, destroyed our sins on the cross. 1 Pet 2:24, ' He fastened. the
handwriting which was against us 'to the cross and thus blotted it out and took
it out of the way., Col 2:24, "Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the
law, being made a curse for us." Gal 3:13, Co ‘
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With his stripes we are healed. He crushed the head of the“serpent,
vhen His heel was bruised by him: .Christ has reconciled us to ﬁod. "Having
made peace through the blood on his cross by him." Col -1:20, God was in _
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself,". 2 Cor 5:19. These are the pre-.
clous fruits which blossomed on the cross, which we pluck from the cross of Je-
sus Christ., That is the reward of his labor and work of which we are to partake.

And thus the crucified Christ 1s preached everywhere upon earth, The
cross of Christ is the sign and.standard around which the people gather. Is 1l:
12. Christ's cross is the altar upon. which the blessed Sced is sacrificed go
" that the blessing of Abraham could come to the heathen. Christ the crucified
15 now presented to all sinners as the true mercyseat. Rom 3:25, "Cod hath
committed unto us the word of reconciliation.”" 2 Cor 5:19, As Moses lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness, so is the Son of man lifted up so that whoever
believes in him should not be lost but have everlasting life., Jn 3:15. Whoever
looks in faith to Christ the crucified has eternal life.

’ " The Crucified himself works thls faith. ' The word of the cross 1s the

- powerful means to convert the sinner. The Lord himself has promised, "And I,
1f 1 be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.” Jn 12:32, Jesus
who endured the cross is the Author and Finisher of our faith, Heb .12:2. We
preach Christ alone, the Crucified, his patience, his love. By such preaching
slnners, even the great, are overpowered and won.

. Love then flows from faith, 1In the bottom of our heart sparkles the
name and the cross of Christ. We joyfully sing, 'He who 1s on the cross 1s my
love." And from love to the Crucified flows love to the brethren, love to sin-
ners. ‘Christ the crucified is made unto us sanctification, He who believes in
him willingly carries his cross after him and with patience runs the race that
1s set before him. Heb 12:1. Thase who belong.to Christ now crucify their
flesh with its affections and lusts., Gal 5:24, He who has known Christ wants
‘to know of no other; the world is crucified to him and he to the world. Gal 6:
14, * And when we 'die, we .ralse our dying eyes to the Crucified. He who dies
thus dies well., Chriat the crucified is made redemption unto us by God, And
in eternity we will then join the heavenly hosts in pralsing the Lamb who-was
-slain,” Rev 5:9, May the Holy Spirit impress thils precious picture, Christ's
cross, -deeply upon.our souls and seal the word of the cross in our hearts! May
he preserve ug from folly and offence, and may he let us know ever ‘better that
the crucified Christ 1is. the power of Cod and the wisdom of . God! Amen.

T 2 8 =2 2 3= =

22nd SERMON

’Luke‘23:54.

- This is the first word from the mouth of Jesus the crucified. The
Seven words from the crpss: shine like precious stones, like friendly stars in
the dark night of suffering. These seven. words shed light upon the unique. suf-
ferinpg of. thig Peerless righteous person. The Holy Spirit who lives within the
bellevers-.as an old exegete strikingly remarked often 1s accustomed. to give the
most powerful testimony in the very hour of .death when one atepsxfrbm'thne to
eternity. We preserve the last words of dying men of God like a precious tes-
tament, The last words of the patriarch Jacob, the last discourses of Moses
the man of God, and Joshua, the last words of David, the swan song of C
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Simeon are prcserved in Scripture. History has handed down the last words

of thec martyrs and other proven, faithful gervants of God, the last words of
our prophet, Dr. Martin Luther. These words serve to strengthen our faoith. How-
ever, an entirely different strength and power lics in the last words of the dy-
ing Redeemer, the last words which the Son of God spoke in the days of his
flesh, during his humility. It is only rcasonable that we sct aside a spcciul
mcditution for cvery onc of these great words,

Now we hcar and ponder the first word of the Crucified, "Father, for-
glve them, for they know not what they do.' Ever since that Good Friday when
Christ was nalled to the cross thcuc words have been comfort and Gospel for
troubled sinners. It 1s a prayer, an intercession, the most powerful, sublime
Intercession which was cver expressed upon earth., And the Lord did not say this
silently to his Father but prayed aloud, All those standing around were to hear
it. This prayer, this intercession is at the same time a most comforting Gos-
pel which refreshes our weary and heavy laden soul.

This very first word from the cross also explains the suffering of
Jesus on the cross. Even the children of the world, the unbelievers to whom the
crucified Christ is otherwise a stumblingblock and foolishness must here indeed
be amazed and astonished, and praise Jesus' intercession for his murderers as
the most subline example of human love, of love toward one's enemy. Through
these words we can look into the soul and mind of the great Sufferer upon Gol-
gatha. From it we perceive how he was disposed toward his Father, and how he
1s minded toward us, toward sinners and evildoers. Let this now be the subject
of our meditation:

THE INTERCESSION OF THE CRUCIFIED\
It is‘

1. A Testimony of His Obedience to the Father,
11, A Testimony of His love to_ Sinners.

1.

- The intercecssion of the Crucificd is a testimony of his obediean to
the Father.,

"Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do," "Father!"
Thus Jesus prays to God. Usually, thec moment those crucified were hung on the
trec of pain and experienced the full, fearful torments of crucifixion they be-
gan to cowmplain loudly, to scream, to howl, to cursc Goed and man. 'Even the up-
right have often uttered harsh words when an unexpected measure of suffering
and woe fell to their lot. The suffering, scverely visited Job, the prophet
Heremiah to whom his task of reprimanding at first geemed an unbcaruble burden
cursed the day of their birth and thus murmured against God who had given them
life and sent this suffering. But it was a Man, righteous to an unusual degree,
vho suffered therc upon Golgatha. This righteous man had never done anything
wrong, saying nothing wrong cven in the midst of the severest suffering. No
complaint, no accusation do we hear from his mouth, No, even as he had placed
the bitter cup to his 1lips and drank from it in gulps, only the most grucious
vwords cross his lips.

That God who had given him up into the hands of the unrighteous, who
had sent him this bitter cup he calls "Father." When in Gethsemane he trembled
and feared at the presentiment of his approaching suffering on the cross, he
wrestled with God and amid sigh, tears, and bloody sweat cried to God, "Oh wy
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me," There also he called
God his Father and conformed his will to God's will; nevertheless, without be-
coming disobedient he appealed to the Father's heart and asked whether he could
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not be spared this- suffering. Now that that which was feared had become a fact,
since suffering without measure. surrounded him and the waters closed over him;
his last prayer and question became silent. Again he cried, "Father! dear Fa-
ther!" -- but desired nothing for himself; he prays only for men. His soul is
calm, completely calm in God. The ‘beloved Son rests Iin ‘the bosom of the Father
despite the fact that body and soul were being tormented by the mostiterrible
pains. Yes, he was obedient to the Father to the death on the cross.

- The suffering Redeemer knew full well why he hung on the accursed
tree, why he had surrendered to the Father, The will of God his Father was
clear to his soul, His words, "Father,,forgive them, for they know not vhat
they do," show that. And his will agreed with the will of the Father. After
and because he had yielded to the detérmindte counsel and foreknowledge of God,

he also willingly carried out God's counsel and undertaking In eternity the
Father said to the Son:

"Go forth, My Son,":the Father saith,
"And free men from the fear of death,
From guilt and condemnation." (142,2)

And the Son‘repliedi

"Yea, Father, yea most willingly
1'11 bear what Thou commandest;

My will conforms to Thy decree,

1 do what Thou demandest." (142,3)

And now that this eternal counsel and will of the Father and the Son,
the Triune God would be put into action, now that the great decisive hour had
come which God saw from eternity, Christ said, "Yes, Father, you are my Father,
I am your Son; what you want me to suffer that I will now and gladly. Your
will, my God, I do gladly, and I-‘have your Law in‘my heart u. 0f a truth, this
obedience was a sacrifice acceptable to the Father, a sweet-odor, Now more than
ever he testified to the Son, "You are my Son in whom I am well pleased."

And by the obedience of the Son, by his will we, as the Scriptures
Say, are sanctified, redeemed, reconciled with God. Heb 10 10 For in our
stead,” for our welfure -the SOn gave-his Father such-obedience: - There are two
circumstances particularly which confer Christ's suffering on the cross its-
worth, its sweet power and meaning. First of all, we should think of the great,
costly Price pledged for us, namely the holy precious blood of Jesus Christ,
the pure, unspotted Lamb, the Son of God., This ransom outweighs the guilt of
the entire world, Secondly, we take comfort in the very obedience which Christ
showed in his suffering. Because the Lamb of God as priest offered himself,
because Christ turned his suffering into a deed the greatest, most glorious
deed of obedience, because he the great High Priest the Son of the Father suf-
_ fered and died so gladly, so willingly that is why his offering was so sweet

and acceptable to God, 1In this way God was reconciled to sinners for whom
Jesus suffered and died,’

And this obediencé of the Son, the Redeemer 18 at the same time the
pattern, the source and power of the obedience which we owe God. We who have
Christ's name are also exercised in the school of the cross. When cross and suf-
fering begin, when we become. anxious and tremble at the things which are to come,
at the dark days which open, then we also wrestle with God and say, "My Father,
if it be possible, let this cup pass from me." And God hears ‘the sighs of his
children, even though not ulways in the way they mean and wish. He strengthens
‘them and gives them power to carry the burden which seems unbeurable to them.
“Through his Spirit hia Word he exercises them in faith patience obedience.
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In this way they become ever more patient, modest, humble. And when the final,
geverept blow strikes, they are more patient than they were at first., The peti-
tion, "Remove this cup from me:" is heard no more. Only the onec word, coming
from the heart, croasses their lips, "Father, dear Father!'" They are certain:
through thian very ouffering God offers himself to them as their Father. . They
know: 1t 1s his counocl and will which has gone out to them, and his 1is a good,
gracious will, Thus they rest in the will, in the heart of their Father and .
‘whilst they arc suffering they, os the apootle says, commend their soul to their
faithful Creutor. 1 Pet 4:19. :

II’.

Secondly, and above all the intercession of the Crucified is a testi-
mony of his love to sinners, ''Father forgive them, for they know not what they
do."™ This word of the crucificd Redeemer .testifies to a love vwhich actually
covered the multitude of sins. It is an inexhaustible fount of love and grace
from which all poor sinners of the world until the end of days unceasingly draw
comfort and refreshment, which provides a subject for the songs of .praise of
pardoned sinners in all cternity.

This righteous man on the cross upon Golgatha -is different not only
" from sinners and unrighteous men who reviled again when they were reviled, and
repaid every wrong with cursing, but also from other upright men. When the pro-
phet Elijah was surrounded by the soldiers whom the king of Israel had sent, he
caused fire to fall from heaven upon his persecutors, When Elisha was mocked
by impudent, godless scamps, he called for bears who destroyed these mocking
boys. Christ also left his affairs in the hands of him who judges righteously;
but before the judgment seat he prevents the. Judge from acting and begs for. for-
bearance, patience, and mercy for his persecutors and murderers, What the Holy
Spirit testified in Scripture of the suffering and death of Jesus, that Christ,
‘the suffering Redeemer confirmed and sealed with his own mouth, yes with the
very first word from the cross. ' Scripture testifies and says, "He was wounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities," "Is 53:5. "He his
own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree." 1 Pet 2:24, "In whom we
have redemption- through his blood, the forgiveness of sin." - Eph 1:7, 1t com-
forts us particularly that the Redeemer has teotified of himself, o his own suf-
fering and death. 1In the night in which he was betrayed, shortly before the be-
ginning of his last, great passion, he told his disciples that his blood would
be shed for the forgiveness of sins. Now that he has arrived at .the high point
of his Pasaion, he repeats what he sald before, "Father! forgive them." For-
glveness of sins is the fruit of the suffering and death of Jesus Christ., The
Scriptures testify and gay that Christ's blood is better than Abel's. Heb 12:
24, Abel's blood cried to God for vengeance. Christ's blood cries: Mercy!

- Mercy! This eloquent, loud, powerful voice of his blood Chriat. himself pointed
to when he cried, ''Father, forgive'" o

"Father, forgive them, for -they know not what they do." This ia a
high priestly intercession, .Sacrifice and prayer, Intercession were the two
main duties of the 01d Testament high priest. With the blood of the sacrifice
and incense the high priest of Isracl entered once a year on the great Day of
Atonement into the holy of holies to atone for the sins of the nation., :He
sprinkled the ‘blood on the mercyseat to explate sin. The incense pointed to
prayer,  to the intercession which he brought to God as Israel's mediator, So
also Christ on that great Day of Atonement, on Good Friday, entered into the
holy place, went to God with his own blood to expiate the sins of the world,
and at the same time offered to God the fragrant incense of prayer, interceS-
sion.

-In behalf of sinners he entered in with gacrifice and intercession.
When Isracl once murmured against Moses and Aaron and God had sent a terrible
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Aaron the high priest placed burning incense upon his censos a“g Wi;g itht:pped
between the living and the dead. Thus was the plague stayed. d,imt O iu .
Christ, the true High Priest stepped before Cod with prayer anc '“ ercess 0“43“
averted his wrath which wanted to destroy the world. When Korah's faction ha
rebelled against Moses and Aaron, the earth opened its mouth and led th?‘rebels
alive to hell. When mankind, Jews and heathen had rebelled against God's Anoint-
ed, his beloved Son and nailed him to the cross,. oneé wo 1d have thought that the
earth should have opened its mouth and swallowed these, impudent murderers. of a
truth, the world was and now 1s ripelfor wrath and judgment. But the Son himself,
the Crucified stops the Judge, the righteousness of God:and.beseecheq and says,
:Father, forgive them!" So Christ the Mediator and High Priest still stands be-
fore God and prays for sinners. He is at the right hand of God and intercedes
for us,
'  However, Christ's intercession has. an entirely different meaning than
-1f a sympathetic person intercedes for a poor ‘evildoers and appeals for the
grace and indulgence of the judge.: Christ' intercession was mnot merely a soft-
hearted imploring and praying which is uncertain whether it will attain its aims
or not. Christ has a.reason and the right to pray so. Whilst he beseeches the
Father for forgiveness, -in his folded hands extended toward heaven he holds be-~
fore his eyes the ransom price with which he paid for the guilt of the world,
his holy precious blood. He says, ''Father, I bear and suffer what sinners have
deserved; now sinners are free." He says to God not only, "Merciful Father, be
gracious to sinners!" He also says, "Righteous Father, I consecrate myself for
sinners; here is the expiation; now you dare.be angry with sinners no more.
Their guilt has been paid." What in our eyes is grace, undegserved divine grace
and mercy, that the Son, the suffering Redeemer demands of his Father as his
‘right. Confidently, certain that his prayer will be heard he prays, "Father,
forgive!" Thus he prays to this very day for sinners whilst he shows the Father
his pierced hands and feet. They guarrantee the hearing of his prayer.

But now let us look more closely at the people for whom Christ asks for
forgiveness, for whom he has won forgiveness of, sins, so. .that we can rightly es-
timate his love. "Father! forgive.them, for they know not what.they do." This
he said after the soldiers had nailed him to the cross. Hence, these his mur-
derers who pierced his hands and feet he had first of all in mind. They indeed
did not know what they did. They knew nothing of the hope of Israel. They did
not understand the meaning of the words, 'Jesus, the King.of the Jews." And
Pilate who had given Jesus to these rough soldiers was also one of the .ignorant.
‘True, he suspected that Jesus had come from above. His conscience had been
scared. The truth had come close, Yet he had not known the lord of glory. Je-
sus' intercession included also the blind ignorant heathen. S
' - Even the Jews? - They knew better, they had Moses and the. prophets to
whom the Lord himself had appealed many times through preaching and miracles.
There are exegetes who exclude the Jews from Christ's intercession. :Scripture,
however, calls their exposition lies, After Pentecost Peter preached to the
Jews, the real murderers of Christ in this way, '"Ye killed the Prince of life.
And now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it,-as did also .your .
rulers.," Acts 3:15.17. According to the testimony of the apostle, the Jews,

even the leaders of the Jews, the chief priests and scribes were also among the
ignorant for whom Christ prayed.

Of course, Christ and his apostles had no intention of minimizing and
‘cloaking ‘the sin of the Jews. The sin of the Jews was serious enough. They had
hardened themselves against the clear word and work of Jesus; they resisted. the
truth and were therefore under wrath., : The Lord himself had even applied .the
‘word of the Prophet Isaiah to the people of Galilee and Judea, that they had
eyes to see and did not see and ears to hear and did not hear. The judgment of
‘hardening had already ‘begun in Israel during the lifetime of Jesus. However,
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this hardening had not yet pone to extrcmes. Only a few of the most malicious
cnemies of Jesus had committed the unforgivable sin against the Holy Ghost. -In
the very night when the leaders of the Jews pronounced the scntence of death up-
on Jesus they, of course, were not without guilt, having been scized, blinded,
conquered by the powcr of darknces and did the will of the devil. Not until the
Jews rcjected the preaching of the apostles, the Gospel of the death and resur-
rection of Christ, the Word of thc forgiveness of sins was the judgment of hard-
ening completed, and then also the f£inal wrath soon came upon them, _
To be sure, to us this love is incomprehensible, that Christ the Son
of God reckoned that serious sin-of the Jews and also their leaders, the murder
of Christ which revealed the evil, venomous mind and enmity of the Jews toward .
God and his Anointed, as ignorance and even asked for forgiveness for these most
wicked foes. There was no more wicked Jew and Pharisee than Saul, This. ‘Sgul,
when he had become Paul and an apostle, did not later cover or excuse his for-
mer sin but openly confessed it. He even calls himself a persecutor of the
Church. Yet he says of himself, that he 'did it ignorantly in unbelief,"
1 Tim 1:13. At that time he had not known Christ.

Christ's intercession also extends over all sinners. "He bare the sin
of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.'' Is 53: 12; No evildoer,
no scoundrel is excluded. As long as it 1s possible, the Lord PUCS the best
construction even on hatred of God, disobedience, unbelief and lays it to ig-
norance. Christ offered himself for all sinners and evildoers, prayed for all
on the cross. That is a precious, powerful comfort also for us when dur sins
and transgressions, our disobedience and unbelief lays heavily on our conscience.

And Christ's intercession which embraces the sinners of the whole
world, this powerful prayer was also heard. Christ's intercession produced re-
sults in heaven and on carth. God could not close his ears, his heart to this
prayer. GCod is now reconciled to mankind, to his enemies, to us all, Now we
have redemption through Christ's blood, the forgiveness of sins. We have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Bu his offering, with his intercession
Christ has won the adoption of children for us. We all are now God's children
through faith in Jesus Christ and call the Father of Jesus Christ our Father.

Of course, only believers receive and enjoy this blessed fruit of the suffering
and dying, of the intercession of Jesus Christ.

But also the faith, the conversion of sinners is a fruit and a blessed
result of the sacrifice and intercession of Christ, Because of Christ's inter-
cession God has patience and tolerates this sinful world and grants time for
repentance, Because of Christ's gacrifice and intercession the Father glves the
Son a huge number as his inheritance. Isaiah says, “"Therefore will I diyide him
a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because
he hath poured out his soul unto death; and he was numbered with the transgres-
sors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgres-
sors." Is 53:12, Hence, the conversion of sinners is ‘based on Christ's sacri-
fice and intercession., It is God alone, God's hand which converts the sinner,”
who works faith, who draws the souls of men to Christ.

And because Christ prays for evildoers and is even now before God and
intercedes for sinners, God calls sinners through the Gospel, God's hand, -Cod's
Spirit works mightily through the Word on the hearts of men, works faith vwhen
and where he will, and gives great numbers as the Son's i“heritﬂnce. Yes, be-’
loved, we owe also our conversion, our faith to the sacrifice and intercession
of Christ our Redeemer. Christ's intercession is mighty in heaven and on earth,
is a comforting, powerful Gospel for sinners. Through the Word from the cross:
and also through the words which came from the mouth of the Crucified the heart
of the sinner is opened. If this ardent, warm love for sinners on the part of
the Savior 1s presented to sinners, the proud, hard heart is conquered the most
quickly. The strong are overpowered and conquered, Jesus' love toward sinners,
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his love for his enemles then also kindles love in the hearts of believers, ar-
dent love in return, so that we love him who first loved us, and for the sake of
Jesus. love ogur brother and also sinnera, our enemies, and pray for our foes.
Jesus' love incites and entices us to all good works. .

And even though we gin, sin repeatedly, we have an Advocate with the
Father, we comfort ourselves in the continual intercession .of our Redeemer.
Jesus' intercescion is the power behind the Fifth Petition which we pray dally,
our daily remorse and repentance. Of course, this preat surpassing love and
grace is not to be abused by the sinner. He who despises all this, who sins
against grace, sins against Jesus' intercession, who knowingly, wilfully s5ins
after he has come to the knowledge of the truth, from him Jegus finolly with~-
draws his intercession, he henceforth has no more offering for his sins. There
15 a sin unto death for which Jesus no lomger prays, for which we also axe not
to pray. May God preserve us from this! Oh, that the offering and intercession
of our Savior is lost to no one! Amen, ‘

-
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Mat 27:37; Mk 15:26; Lk 23:38; Jn 19:19-22,

The murder of Christ, this detestable crime, this wrong which cries
to heaven hid itself behind the appearance and form of justice, civil legality.
Christ was formnlly examined and sentenced by the spirituagl and worldly courts.
And even in the execution of the sentence,the crucifizion they présarved the.
letter of the law, . Filate commanded that a superacription be prepared and placed
at the top of the cross. This also was the law among the Romans that, whilst
the poor evildoer was led away. to the place of ekecutianJ‘d hernld who went along
publicized the guilt and the cause of death with a loud voice and that then in
‘large letters the title of the crime was fastened at the top of the cross. And
now this last thing also happened at Christ's crucifixion. The blessed Christ
was8 made like criminals even im this point. That title on the cross 1nbreused
and completed the disgrace of crucifixion. Yes, the slanderous inclination of

the blind world here stepped over the limita of justice and law and human fair-
ness. n

Usually among the Homans and to a certain degree among all educated
people the honor, the human worth of the condemned criminal, and the earnestness
of the law and the execution of the scntencaziﬂ,respected. On the othar hand,
Christ was more disgracefully treated and drawn deeper 'into the dust and dirt.
thon a criminal usually was, The hatred and enmity of men smashed the form of
justice. .That a constable of the court struck Jesus on the cheek during the
trial, that in the house of Calaphas and in the court of Pilate Jesus was SO -
horribly mocked, ridiculed, and spit upon had in .itself been contrary to all
law. But not until the crucifixion did the bitter gall of the hostile world tru-
ly pour itself ocut. Filate again let raillery, ridicule, and abuse flow into ‘
that superscription of the cross and thus injured. the respect of the Roman law.
The title did not simply mention the cause of death nor describe the crime. Na,
in the words, "Josus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews," lay more bitter mockery.
Therefore, even in this text the disgrace of Christ{s cross 1@ clear. '

As Christ was give@ into death accofdlng;to,de's‘couhsel and forcknow-
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ledge, so particularly in this story of the Superscription on the cross, in that
what Pilate wrote and did and what he did not do, what the Jews vainly deoired
the hand, the miraculous puidance of Cod 13 lknown. To a certain degree God even
upon Golgatha turncd the ghame of the crucifixion into honor. He ruled the
thoughts and hand of Pilate. As Caiaplao the high pricst hiad uttered a truth a-
goinot his knowledpe and will with the words, "It is expedient for us, that one
man should diec for the people, and that the whole nation perish not,’" Jn 11:50,
90 also that libel on the croas had a deeper meoning of which Filate knew noth-
Ing. All four cvanpelists Intentionally report this incident to the amallest
detail. This report lets it be ltnown that herc we are dealing with something
wore than legal formality. The superscription which Pilate fastened to Jegus'
€roag givca us juot as well as the very own testimony of the Crucified infora
mation as to the mcaning of this unique suffering ond dying, Today we under-
stand the real, true meaning of thosc words after the premeditated coungel of
Cod 18 gloriously carried out before our eyes. We would want to write no other
title for the crucified Christ than the one: Jesus of Nazareth, King of the
Jews. Even 1f one would select other words as these, "Behold the Lamb of Cod
who taketh away the sin of the world, This is Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the
Savior of the world,"” one would express the very same. thing which 1s contained
In the writing of Pilate. Even the Jews who rcadfthat Superscription sugspected
something or the true meaning of those words. They therefore asked rPilate for
a correction of the title, Yes, fundamentally, it is a title of honer, a tes-
timony of honor which God caused to be posted for his beloved Son through the

hand of the unrighteous,
We therefore direct our attention to
THE TITLE ON THE CROSS: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS

"I. It 1s a Monument'to'the Shame and Disgracé uith whggh‘thc Blind

Labeled the Holy Cod. L
II. Dut by God's Guidance it has Become a Title of lonor, a Name of

Honor which all Delievers Pralse in Eternity,

I.

The title on the cross 15 a monument to the disgrace and shame which
the blind yorld attached to the holy God. As our text notes, this tifle ee .
crons should first of all mention the cauwne of death for which Jegug was blamed,
"Jesus of Nazarcth, the King of the Jews."” These words remind one of the accu-
sation of the Jews, "Whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar, !
Jn 19:12, The Jews turned their Messiah over to Pilate as a rebel, That accu-
sation and the verdict which Pilate then passed and the title of the verdice
were lies, the most disgraceful slander. With the show of right, with the forg
of justice, with the credentials and seal of Caesar, by testimony from the goy-
ernment the most impudent lies arc often confirmed and recceive validity and re-

spect.

Meanwhile, Pilate was not so carnest with the reproach, ‘Jegus is a
rebel and a ringleader, as it could seem. The Jews were quite right that {n L
order to brand Jesus publicly as a recbel, he would have to write more exncfly,
more clearly, "He gaid, 'I am the King of the Jews.'' That Pilate curtly stat-
cd, "Jesus of Nazarcth, the King of the Jews," pointed to a special purpose of
the Roman judge. He had heard of the hope of Isracl, that the Jews expected a
Messiah, a King. Even during his discussion with the Jews he had also learned
that a great part of the people from Calilec and Judea regarded this Jesug of
Nazareth as the<pr0mised Messiah and had often honored him as such. For once

Pilate admitted this opinion.
Now the Jews had surrendered their Messiah for whom they hoped so
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long to the heathen judge so that he would be qgucified. What folly! Thus the
Jews ridiculed their own hope, their own religion.. This lack of reason Pilate
had scourged previously with the words, '"Shall I cr@cify your King, your Mgssiah?"
But the Jews had then compelled him to do this, had extorted the sentence of
death from him. Pilate would have rather freed Jesus. Of a truth, he was not
friendly to the Jews even though he had done their will from fear’pf men and the
willingness to pleasec men. Hence it was, as it were, a amall act of vengeance
that in the superscription on the cross he named this condemned Jesus of Naza-
reth after the Jewish manner, called him a King of the Jews, gave him a title
which reminded the Jews of their promised Messiah, ‘their Messianic hope. In so
doing he ridiculed the hope of Isracl. PThis crucified Person whom the Jews sur-
rendered to the heathen the King, the Messiah of the Jews!" Because this Jesus
of Nazareth really was he of whom Moses and the prophets wrote, the King and
Messiah of Israel, that ridicule of course boomeranged. ‘ C C

' Yes, deep disgrace! The Son of the Exalted had come ‘to men to redeem
and ‘save them, and gave his life for them. ‘And ridicule, mockery, and shame:
that was the reward for his great love. Just because he sought their best in-
terests thé ipgnorant world abused the Holy One of Géd, Christ willingly took
this disgrace upon himself.  As he was silent to the impudent accusations of his
foes, 30 even now on the cross he let all invectives'pass over him and endured
the lampoon placed above his head. o - |
- Oh' that we may understand Christ's disgrace correctly! If we look at
it more closely and read, ponder, and study this inscription on the cross, we
read our own disgrace and shame in this title. Because we have sinned, have
sinned s0 disgracefully Christ had to bear disgrace. We lost our honor with God
and men. If men can repeat many slanderous things about us, we dare not pity
ourselves, But ye are in even worse repute with God. We have indeed nothing
whereof we can boast before God; no honor, no respect. We have stained our honor
a thousand times. We must be ashamed of ourselves, What miserable creatures we
are: - And still we are greedy for vain honor, seck after noble titles, or fly
i“to,? passion and grow angry 1if our neighbor ‘injures -our ‘good name and our honor
just a bit!. Ah, all these things,; honor, good name, ;good works, respect, title
are nothing; they vanish like the chaff in the wind; 'théy look like lies when
we place ourselves under Christ's cross with them. There our true title and
name are affixed; we are poor, worthless, dishonorable creatures. It is our
diugrace‘and ignominy with which Christ is burdened. Ah, in view of the cross
and Christ's disprace, the inordinate desire ‘to flatter ourselyes and our
friends with beautiful, high-sounding riames, titles, and culogies should dis-
appear. At all times we should confess that we are what we in truth are: poor,

wretched, vile sinners who are honored "and saved onl ‘
cross of Christ, = , , ' only by the disgrace and the

~ With that superscription Pilate betrayed not only his _opinion but

E?iefly the mind and though of the podless world, Such’isythe azzgtugznof the

; :n: world to Christ., The world constantly mocks and disdains the hope, the

aith, the religion of Christians which reads: Christ the crucified, "A King
a God on the cross!" The blind world can only laugh, joke, shake their heads :
and finally grow bitter and angry over such madness. Thnt,supef9ctiption on ,
the cross is, as it were;‘the'ﬁcgiﬁning and the first of all the countless libels
in which the world, -the blind, ignorant, unbelieving world has poured its hatred
toward Christ, its gall and bitterness. All derision amounts to this: 'Jesus
of Nazareth, the Despised, the Crucified? he should be the King of the Jews and
the ngior/of the world?  he should be God and King? him we chould call Lord?"
Such-a lord and King; who so completely destroys all the world's might, honor
and glory with his cross, his disgrace, this world cannot endure'and'dééept ’
and in order to free itsclf from him, it mocks him and tries tofheaﬁ ridicuie‘
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upon this hated "Christ-and-crogs-religion” with witticism, jokeu, abuse and
cause it to losc its standing.

All who bear Christ's name bear also Christ's disgrnce.» He who really
confesses Christ's name in this world, who considers Christ's disgrace as great-
er riches than all the treasures of Epypt, than the cmpty delights of sin, who
would rather gtand and live under Christ's cross than live in peace with the
world 13 despised, abused, ridiculed, yes, hated and persccuted for the oake of
this name and confession. That was the title which the sainted martyrs bore on
their forchead; that was the causc of their death, that they were Christians,
sworc allegiance to Christ the crucified, the Son of Ged., The heathen, the Ro-
mans, cven the Romans of the Papal Church in other respects also repeat evil
things about Christians, call them evildoers, rebels, and the like. Yet thus
they belic and deceive their own better knowledge.

All true and alleged sins were immediately- forgiven Christians the.
moment they had disavowed Christ and the only saving faith. Everything else
the world pardons Christians just as long as-they deny Christ and are silent ‘a-
bout the name of the Crucified. Only at the price of being ashamed of Christ's
name and cross can a Christian ransom himself from disgrace and contempt.. But
woe to the Christians who consider the world's treasures, lusts, honor, and re-
spect greater than Christ's disgrace! Blessed are all who are reviled for thc
sake of Jesus' name and willingly let themselves be reviled! "

II.

However, what the world regard as disgrace, that God considers honor.
The title on the cross has by God's direction become a title and name of honor.
vhich all believers praise in eternity.’

This title is proof of Christ's innocence. No othcr crime‘but that
he made himself a King could the Jews bring against Christ. The accuracy of
this complaint cven Pilate soon perccived. And vwhat he had-often stated before
to the Jews, "I find no fault with him at all," he confirmed by the writing
which he placed on the cross: Yes, a King of the Jews; but what a King, a King
who lets himself be bound, crucified, killed; wverily, Caesar has nothing to -
fear from such a king: The very mockery of Pillate proved Christ's innocence,
God the Lord had so guided events that no other cause for death would be writ-.
ten on the cross of the Redeemer, that one did not read the words, "Evildoer,
rebel, blasphemer," there but a name which in truth had no stain in itself, He
our hlgh pricst carried the high priestly plate on his forehead which Aaron
once word, "Holiness to the Lord," This King, this Innocent man whom his foes
could accuse of no sin intercedes for sinners, for the unrighteous,.

The ridicule and mockery of the world must at all times serve to con-
firm the innocence and truthfulness of the Christian religion and therefore the
honor of Christ. God makes evil things, the hatred of Christ serve his purposes,
his honor, When the world mocks this foolish faith, the: foolish hope of Chris-
tians, it proves that in reality it can charge Christiunity of nothing clse, no
real guilt, It must recognize: the Bible teaches no cvil; 1t even gives use-
ful tcachings and rules; in other respects Christians are innocent people, only
that foolish delusion and faith 1s unbearable! That Christians cling to Christ
and accept his unusual ways and despisec that which has a name and esteem in the
world, forsake ‘and deny the lust of the world that is the rcal wrong which is

laid on the Chrlstians' head.

We will examine those four important words which, made readable for
ecveryone, were written in three languages on the cross, so that we truly recog-
nize and praise Cod's wisdom. God suggested to Pilate what he should write.What
he wrote went far beyond his understanding, his powers of comprchension. He
did not know what-he did, However, to us God has revcaled it through his Spir-
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it, . o SIS R o ' C
There on the cross the name "Jesus" could be read clearly, the pre-
cious name which was . intended from eternity for this man, which had been con-
ferred upon him by the angel before his birth, his holy name, the desire of
angels, the comfort of sinful men. Jesus, that is, Helper, Savior. This name
was fastened to the cross. Through his very cross, through his suffering on the
cross, through his death on the cross this Jesus has helped us and redeemed_and
rescued us from sin, curse, death. Yes, this name is fastened to the cross,
firmly fastened; therefore, we should know that there is salvation in no other
than in Jesus the crucified, and that no.other name is given men by which they
should be saved than the name Jesus the crucified.
- "Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus the Nazarene;" this is the way Pilate had
That is a name which prophecy conferred upon the Messiah. Nazarene,
that is, he who is despised. As.a despised shoot the son of David should grow
forth from the earth.,  And at the very moment that Jesus hung on the cross he
was the most despised and rejected, But he was the very Messiah, the Servant of
God of whom the prophets testified, the Messiah of Israel, the Redeemer of the
world., That is why he became so insignificant and humble and despised so that
he might 1ift us worthless creatures up out of the filth and dust, disgrace and
contempt and honor us.. The One on .the cross is vefily the Savior and Redeemer
who should come into the world., That Nazarene,:that despised shoot should ac-
cording to Scripture grow up, be exalted on high, and become a great King.
Therefore Pontius Pilate quite logically and according to the Scrip-
tures added the third title, "King of the Jews.” 1In spite of suffering and dis-
grace nevertheless a King, the King of Israel and Son of.God of whom the entire
Scriptures testify! And this very cross is the weapon of this King. By .his
very cross and blood, by his own blood this King, the Son of God, has won, gained,
and purchased our souls. Thus we have become his own. The cross is the banner
of this King around which his subjects assemble. By the preaching of the cross
the true Israel, the Church of God is gathered. , :

, That.writing was to be read in three languages, in the language of the
Jews, and then. in the language of the Greeks and Romans, the two known world
languages at that time. The Gospel of Christ the crucified is to be preached in
all the languages of the world. By a large gathering from all lands, peoples,
tongues this King of Israel will be praised., According to prophecy the King of
the Jews should also rule over .the heathen. By his cross, his death the King

of the Jews has not lost his kingdom and rule but then first really established
and confirmed it, '

written,

And also in the very circumstances that the Jews desired a change in
the superscription and Pilate refused this request and firmly declared, "What I
have written I have written," God's hand ruled which turns the hearts of men
and princes as it pleases him, Pilate insisted upon what he had done. In the
long run he did not want to let himself be criticized and enslaved by the Jews.
Of course, this resoluteness and energy came too. late. . He should havé opposed
and resisted them earlier before he passed that unjust verdict, That is the
way it has gone with many fickle and misled people. Not until afterwards, when
it is too late, after they have consented to the evil deed do they become hard
and vexed and angry with those who seduced them. No, one must resolutely oppose
the evil at the very beginning. However, that Pilate at that time consented
and nailed Christ to the cross happened by God's permission. God's counsel and
will was being done. This served to redeem the world, to honor and glorify Christ.,
‘ And that he now changed nothing in that superscription, in that title
of honor of the Crucified, that the malice of the Jews here ran up against a
- barrier, with this God, whose hand rules all things, wanted to imply and show
that Christ's kingdom is eternal and unchangeable, that Christ rules even among
his enemies,.that all the malice rage, and hatred of the godless cannot overthrow
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Christ's throne. They cannot take his title away from him nor rob him of nor
lessen his honor that he is Christ the King of Israel, the Savior of the world,
the Son of God. They will uever be able to wipe out his kingdom, his Church,
Those whom Christ has purchased with his own blood, who are Christ's own, who
from cternity are enrolled in the Book of Life with Chriot's blood, no power of
carth or hell can tear them out of his hands., Their names can never be erased
from God'o book. What God haa written that he has written, that will remain,

So it 135 that the lampoon on the cross is the verification ‘and confirmation of
our salvation. Amen,

- e @ W o e em .

24th SERMON

Matthew 27:35.36; Mark 15:26; Luke 23:34.35; John 19:23.24,

In our meditation we are still under Jesuh' cross. We looked at the
title which could be read at the top of the cross. Now we hear what happened
under the cross., All the individual features of that cvent on Golgatha and all
the small, the apparently most insignificant accidental circumstances have been
preserved. It is a great story, cvery small feature takes on importance, Every
new happening which is reported calls our attention to a new suffering of the
Crucified. Sufferings beyond calculation surround him. And now we are remind-
ed of the fact that just our sins, which are as many as the sand at'the seca,
caused the Lord those countless pains and that gloomy army of torments, HOW-
ever, we gladly tarry under the cross of the Redeemer. We know it promotes our
Joy and we do very well if we find oursclves in the suffering of the Savior,
Each new torment and outrage suffered by the Redeemer which 1is prescnted to our
view brings us new comfort,

Our present Lenten text recports the action of the ‘soldiers under the
cross. The soldiers who had nailed the Lord to the cross and fastened the su-
perscription on the cross parted Jesus' garments among then and cast lots over
his vesturec. That is a small, scemingly meaningless line on the Lenten paint-
ing, which the holy cvangelists have sketched. Such a scene was repeated every
time a criminal was crucified. According to Roman law what he left behind, his
possessions became the booty and possession of the executioners, the soldicrs,
a reward for their bloody work. With special detail the holy evangelists re-
port this parting of Jesus' garments. Thus they direct our attention for a
brief period away from him who hangs on the cross and compel us to observe the
actions of these roupgh soldiers. That is an cxample and mirror of the sinners
of the world, We recognize from this the ways of the faithless people of the
world, all of whom go astray like sheep. Then the word of Scripture,which our
text quotes turns to the prophecy of Psalm 22 which was now fulfilled, directs
our thoughts and attention to the chief person, to whim who hung on the cross
and endured the theft of his clothing without objection. We perceive: he
actually is God's Messiah, God's Lamb who carries the sins of the vorld, There-
fore let us speak on

HOW THE CRUCIFIED WAS ROBBED OF HIS CLOTHING

I. First we Watch the Soldiers who Committed this Robbery; in their
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Example they Show ua the Sins of the World.

II. .But then we Direct our Glance Toward Him who .Hangs -on the Cross
and Silently Endures the Theft of his 'Clothing; that is God's
-Lamb who Takes Away the Sins of the World. ‘

I.

First we watch the soldiers who committed this robbery,
ple they show us the sins of the world.

After they had crucified Christ, they took his clothing‘and made four
piles, for everyone a pile. There were four of them. The under-garment which
was sown together from various pieces of cloth they tore and divided it in this
way. But when they came to Jesus' coat which was not sown but one plece from
top to bottom, they said, "Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it
shall be.” Jn 19:24, And so they shot dice for it. From this deed of the sol-
diers we can draw conclusions about their disposition. Their mind was directed
toward robbery, booty, and earthly possessions, This, as it were, was part of
the trade of the Roman soldiers, the mercenaries, that they took possession of
someone's property unjustly and enriched themselves whenever and however they:
could. That they were so scrupulously careful over the division of Jesus'
clothing shows how greedily they strove for gain.
which this poor Jesus of Nazareth left behind: a coat, and a mantle,that was
the sum total. And yet the soldiers leaped upon this booty as though they were
to pocked a great treasure.

From this we see their customary attitude.
of clothing they fasten their heart and desires,
the nature of the world:  greed, avarice, vanity. -

the desires of men directed
ing,

in their exam-

It was not a great legacy

On such a wretched piece
That is man's way.. That is
"To these things are the eyes,

gain, possessions, money, tinsel, finery, cloth-
The children of men live from and satisfy themselves with such things;

like those soldiers they devote all diligence, zeal, concern, and care on such
things; they attend to these things night and day. They git, figure, and cal-
culate how they can make the best gain, how they can seize an advantage. Such
_ an earthly, vain nature is ordinary and common. An insignificant earthly bauble,
some miserable profit can so agitate and excite the thoughts and desires of the
greedy, vain children of the world that they forget all else. Their heart hangs
and clings to dust and ashes, to the filth of this earth,
This dividing of the clothes was also, as our Luther remarks, disgust-
ing buffoonery. Thus the soldiers played tricks, joked, gambled, and betrayed
their rough nature as soldier. They are a true picture of this world, the las~
~»civious, frivolous, wanton world which delights in dissolute foolishness and
cannot live without rough jokes, games, and pleasires. Yes, indeed, the child-
~ren of the world .are wise and zealous in their way and evaluate all things in
terms of their goal know how to ‘make a profit from all the little things, as
did the soldiers from the division of the clothes, use everything for their ad-
vantage, enjoyment, and pleasure. However, it- reveals a rough, riotous life.

The soldiers robbed that poor Jesus of Nazareth. True, according to
- Roman law,his estate was their inheritance. But it still was martial law, a law
of the robber; all the more since Jesus was being innocently killed. It was a
brutal deed that they finally took even his clothes from that poor Jesus who. al-
ready had endured so much and hung him naked on the eross. All sympathy was
long since stifled in these rough, heathen, soldiers. They show only the way,
the natural ways of all the children of men. This dis the nature of the world,
thus is it minded toward their brethren. The natural man born of woman 1is cruel,
hardhearted, tyrannical, knows no consideration and mercy when its own advantage
and enjoyment is at stake, The selfish children of this world have no sympathy
for the poor, oppress the oppressed only the more, and alarm the frightened.
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The world:.lives.'from. robbery and booty. .. The rich and great of this world en-
rich themsclves;- practise usury, are gkinflints at the expensc of the poor;suck
the goods, blood, and strength out of.the little man, the day laborer &so that
they can f£i11 their sacks. The respectable, glittering world is in reality
nothing else but a common rough band of robbers. And the common hangers-on
learn the same tricks from the great. It ia that poor Christ whose clothes are
taken. The world and the false church has time and again grabbed the mite of
the widow, the testament of pilous Chriatians. Part of the cross of the Church
on carth is that it mustcguffer the robbery of its property, alas, that the
Church often allows its ouwn children to suffer want nnd would rather make sac-
rifices for the world and pay tribute to 1t.

The soldiers were common, rough, callous people. And naturally, the
mind and feeling for the spiritual, invisible world had truly died. . They had
read the superscription on the cross and then mocked the Crucified, MIf you are
the King of the Jews, save thyself!" Of course, they did not understand these
words, They were completely ignorant. However, like Pilate, so had also his
underlings noticed something of the innocence of this Jesus. Such a criminal
they: had never had in their pover who amid all bleows, pains, and wanton mockery
remained silent and did not change his expression. After they had nailed him-
to the cross, he had even prayed for the evildoers, even for them. This word:
"Father, forgive them!" they had heard., Even if they had not completely .under-
Btood it, this word should have aroused their astonishment and amazement, "What,
one who 15 sentenced, who suffers injustice and yet he prays for his foes?" The
remarkable, hard, bitter suffering of this righteous man, the sight of the Cru-
cified should have for at lcast that short while that they kept watch under the
cross tamed their wild spirit and kept it within bounds. So we would think.
But no, under the cross of this Jesus of Nazareth they divided the spolils,
shot dice, carriced on their tomfoolery, and then sat down and guarded him, and
did this job like other military jobs,

Even the pcople who stood around and watched and on that Good Friday
gazed to their heart's content at that crucified Christ shows the same callous-
ness and unfeelingness. That is the way, the mind of the world,  Thus is the
world minded toward God and Christ, The children of the world are 1nd1ffcrcnt
and insensible over against all the impressions of a higher world. True,there
are hours when they suspect something of thc holiness of God and his. Christ
when the holy God testifiass of himself in their conscience. Even the love, pa-
tience, and longsuffering of God is not unnoticed by them. But the sensual,.
rough people despise all that and stifle all the urgings of their conscience in
the hustle and bustle and enjoyment of 1ife. They oppose the carnestness and
love of God with a hard, iron, adamantine heart. The croas of Christ hag been
set up in the midst of humanity. The sound of the Goopel of the crucified
Christ has gone out into all lands. And under the cross of Christ, the Son of
God, in sight of his bitter torments and deep shame the jolly world hagples,
practiseﬂ usury, plays, dances, jumps around, roars and rages and carries out
all its vantonness and cannot nor does it want to set limits to itg greed and
lust. So evil, so corrupt is mankind.

II.
But now we direct our gaze upward to him who hangs on the cross and

suffers the robbery of his clothes; he is Cod's Lamb who bears the sins of the
world, !

Our text notes that with the division of the clothes the Scripture
was fulfilled which says, “They partecd my parments among them, and upon my ves-
turc did they cast lots." Mat 27:35. Contrary to their knowledge and desircs
the soldiers fulfilled the Scriptures by their wicked robbery and served the
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counsel of God, It is the Messiah who speaks in the 22nd Psalm. Thus these
very seemingly trivial accidental .circumstances which are so minutely described,
the parting of his garments and disposing of his cloak by lot, proves that he
who is on the cross is really-the King of the Jews, God's Messiah. According
to Scripture he should suffer and has. suffered and also this robbery of his
clothing heightened his pains apnd disgrace. His clothing was violently torn
from that scourged, bleeding body covered with fresh wounds and welts. Thus

the old wounds opened anew. And it. was 1nsu1t and shame which was done to this
holy Man of God that he was thus stippped naked on Golgatha. But by this suffer-
ing, by this disgrace he atoned for the punishﬁent which mankind deserved by its
wickedness and wantonness. He is the Lamb of God who bears the sins of the
world. He did not prevent the soldiers from robbing him of his clothes but si-
lently took on also this suffering. He suffered willingly. He was a patient
Lamb. " His great patience has conquered all the malice and meanness of the god-
less world. . That was the kind of love which bears all things and endures all
things. And for the sake of Christ and his b tter suffering God as yet bears
with this impudent rough world in great patience and longsuffering; of course,
it is his earnest will that everyone repent. .

: Jesus beeame poor for our sakes so that we through his poverty might
be rich. Chriat was poor in his birth as he lay in a manger, poor in his life
when he did not.have a place where to lay his head, poor, the poorest of all in
his dying when he gave up the covering of his body. Poor, naked he hung on the
cross, - That was insult but no disgrace for him., He had no reason to feel ashamed.
He was .clean, holy, innocent, unspotted from his birth. He had a tender, pure,
chaste body, and in:this body a pure unspotted soul. His soul was a mirror of
divine honor, of heavenly radiance. Yes, body and soul God's templé in a unique
sense! It was an innocent, unspotted Lamb who was sacrificed there upon Gol-
gatha, it was holy, precious blood which flowed from the cross.

© And we must have such a high priest who would be holy, unspotted,
separate from sinners, yes, higher than the heavens. We belong to the sinful
lost world, we are members of a corrupt race., We are unclean and spotted from
our birth on. We bear the spooted garment of. the flesh from our birth, Our
heart is wicked, full of evil lusts and malice from youth on. We have besmirched
our body and soul with vile lusts and desires, greed, concerns, hatred, wrath,
pride, haughtiness. We have nothing, nothing wherewith we could cover our naked-
ness before God. All human virtues and civil honorableness is nothing but a
filthy garment before God, even though it glitters before men. Beneath the
dress:of respectibility bears the evil, corrupt heart from which comes all wick-
-ed thoughts. We are poor, naked, blind, wretched, miserable before God, But'
Christ has covered us with the garments of righteousness and with the cloak of
salvation. Now we clothe ourselves in the innocence and holiness of the Most
Beautiful of the children of men. Christ's blood _and righteousness is our beauty
and glorious dress. With them we cover our nakedness. In them we will stand
before God.

And when Thy glory I shall see
And taste Thy kingdom's pleasure,

Thy blood my royal robe shall be,
My joy beyond all measure;

When I appear before Thy throne,

Thy righteousness shall be my crown, --
With these I need not hide me., ’

" And there, in garments richly wrought- - -

As Thine own bride, I shall be brought,
To stand in joy beside Thee., (142,6)
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Yes, they are the saints who have seen the holy seer in the apirit, clothed in
vhite raiment, who have washed their garments in the blood of the Lamb,

Christ the cricified who of God was made unto us for rightecousness
was also made to be our sanctification. We should lay aside the mind and ways
of the world and become like Christ, be minded as Christ Jesus was. Christ made
himself of no reputation in all things, not only his form as God but also all
his human riphte, his earthly possessions, even the garment which he wore. Thus
we should tear our heart and mind free from earthly baubles, possessions, and
property, forsake the treasurcs of the world, serve our poor brethren, the °
Church of Christ,with our treasure. We will remember which the riches are for
which we are indebted to Christ's poverty: innocence, righteousness, life, sal-
vation. What are the gopds and lust of the world to us? Christ let his gar-
ments be taken away, hung naked on the accursed tree. How can we still find
delight in clothing ourselves in silk, purple, and costly linen, in adoring our-
selves with stylish clothing, jewelry, and permanent waves? The sight of Him
who was crucified should make us disgusted with all pride and vanity. Another
adornment is more becoming, a gentle quiet spirit,a pure chaste heart and modest
ways. That is precious in God's eyes. May Christ's innocence sanctify and pur-
ify our souls! By his great patience and love Christ has given us an example,
He allowed all things to come upon him, let himself be reviled, beaten, pierced,
even let the last bit of clothing be snatched off. Thus it would be disgrace-
ful for us who swear allegiance to the Crucified, if we wanted to wrangle and
quarrel with our brethren over property and goods, over vain baubles. Christ's
patience and love should cause us to oblige our opponents willingly, let him
vho quarrels with us have our cloak and garment, endure all wrong, yes, even in-
sult and shame and slander with a quiet, gentle spirit. We know indeed: if we
suffering with Christ, we will also rule with him. And even now we have in
Christ our Redeemer contentment and joy and full satisfaction. All else we will
regard as filth so that we can gain Christ. Let this be our treasure and great-
est pood, our dress, our pride, our delight, our honor, our comfort in life and
death, our glory and boast now and in all eternity: Jesus the crucified! Amen.

¥

O5th SERMON

John 19:25-27.

Of the seven words of Jesus on the cross which gave information about
his bitter suffering and death, we have heard and pondered the first: "Father,
forgiven them, for they know not what they do." Which was the second and which
‘the third is uncertain. Some say that the promise given the repentant malefac-
tor, "Verily, I say unto thee, today shalt thou be with me in Paradise," is the
second one. Others think that soon after the crucifixion Jesus uttered the
well-known words of comfort, 'Woman,behold thy sonm," and, "Behold thy mother,"
to his mother and his disciple whom he saw under the cross. 1In reality, it
makes no difference which of these two words Jesus spoke first. Only the Evan-
gclist‘John'reports Jesus'! conversation with his mother Mary and with his friend
and disciple John and connects this report directly after telling of the parting
of the garments. Hence in our Lenten meditation we keep the same order.
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-Jesus of Nnzareth the crucified waas robbed of his clothing, had let
go of the last covering, This clearly shaws thuE his end 1is near. In view of
his approaching end he alpo made his testament and made a final arrangement for
his mother May and his friend John reported in our Fenten‘text. Thia legacy
concerned the earthly future, the physical wclfqre of these two people who were
closest to him during his 1ife. Christ the great High Priest, who on that’ great
Day of Reconciliation offered the greatest sacrifice for the sins of the entire
vworld, still had to that vcfy‘hour an eye for the mmall affairs of earthly life,
for the physical wants and needs of his mother and ffiend._ Christ the Redeemer
of the world, who bore the weal of the entire world on his heart and in thosge
anxious hours earned the etcrnal‘salvationAofvmankind on the cross, provided
at the same time for the physical well-being of those two people dearly loved

by him. That is a great, unique love. This love we now want to ponder and
reccpgnize in it that | |

THE REDEEMER OF THE WORLD IS CONCERNED ALSO FOR THE PHYSICAL
WELL-BEING OF HIS LOVED ONES -

We ponder these four pointaET.v

>

5

I. Who His Loved Ones are; . - - . ‘ o
IT. How the Redeemer of the World Provides also for the Physical
Needs of His loved Ongs; o R
I11. To what He at the same Time Exhorts His Loved Ones:
IV. How Even in this Word from the Cross Jesus' Savior's love is
Revealed in this Onslaught of Suffering.

) L.

First,pwé v15ua1ize to ourselves who his loved ones are. Our text
points above all to the persong who stood directly under Jesus' cross, It be-
gins thus, "Now therc stood by the cross of Jesus his mother." v,25, 1In Moty
the mother of Jesus was fulfilled at that time the word which she had haard
shortly ofter the birth of her son, "Yea, a sword shall plerce through thine own
soul also." Lk 2:35. That Son whom she had carried in her womb, whom she had
brought into the world, whom she hod nourished and with motherly concern had
reared, whom she nlso had served later on, she now saw horribly mutilated, wound-
ed ta death, hanging on the accursed tree. The cuts and blows which had struck

the dear body of her child had alsc gone deep into her mother’s heart. -
it were,

She, an
felt with her Son the nails and thorns which pressed out his blood,

Helpless she stood under the cross of her Son. She could not help him. She must
let it happen, muat calmly watch everything which his embittered foes did to
make him suffpr, She felt the way parents or children, or a spouase feel who
stand at the deathbed of a dear child, or of a father, mother, or a spouse, See-
ing thelr beloved die before their eyes, wrestling with death and cannot help
nor. keep him back in this life, She could scarcely see her beloved child die
becaugse of the pain, Yet she did not go away. She remained standing at the’
cro58: Love toward her Son kept her firmly there, o
. However, May also knew sbout the mystery of her §on. Even before and
imwediately after the birth of her child, great amazing things were said of him
by angels and men. And she had preserved and pondered all these words in her
heart, - She herself had seen the great deeds and miracles of the Lord through
which he revenled his glory. It pointed to greater radiance, greater honor and
- glory. When Jgsus was bound and sentenced, she indeed thought that he would at
the last hour, perhaps like at the wedding at Cana, take charge with:his divine
power. TInstead of that she saw him now covered with insult and shame, dying.
That was o severe teat not only for her mother's love but also for
her faith. True, from the mouth of the prophets she had heard of the ultimate
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fate of her Son and certainly also knew the prophecics of the suffering and
death of the Son of man which he himself had uttered, Yet, this word was still
hidden to her at this time as it was to the dioeiples, 1In spite of this she
stood firm in the faith. Onc does not gsec her, as was usually the case with
the sorrowing, wringing their hands in despairing pain, tecaring hair and par-
ments; nor does one sce in her the violent geatures of a mind set free by gor-
row. She was calm and resigued, the humble maid of the Lord even now under the
crogs, She did not despair. She did not completely cast away her trust in her
Son, the Son of God. She believed without sceing, without understanding how
the difficult, dark riddle would be solved,

Next to Mary, Jesus' mother, stood her sister, Mary, the wife of Cle-
ophas, who after the death of her husband with her sons James, Judas, Simon and
Joses had become one of the followers of the Lord and had accompanied him on
his journeys. She followed him also on the way to the crucifixion and stood
under the cross. She was a faithful disciple. The third woman who is mentioned
here was Mary Magdalena, probably the great sinner to whom the Lord had forgiven
many sins and who thercfore also strongly loved him, who in ardent love had wet
the Lord's feet with her tcars and dried them with the hair of her head, 1In
this Jesus of Nazareth she had known the Savior of sinners, and to this Savior
and Redeemer she also remained faithful in his death. 1love is stronger than
death: this the Son of Solomon says., : )
' These women under the cross shamed the disciples who had forsaken
the Lord. The weak women were more courageous and stronger than those heroes,
the apostles. This courage, this strength did not come from flesh and blood, It
was the grace of the Lord that they stood firm. His grace is mighty in the weak
and makes the weak strong, whilst the strong who rely upon their own power be-
come weak, tired, and ashamed. However, one of the Eleven had returned from the
flight and followed Jesus cven to be bencath the cross, John, his faithful
friend whom the Lord loved, who had leaned on his bosom. He had looked the
most deeply into the mystery of the incarnate Word., And his faith, his love to
God's Son outlasted the temptation. He did not leave his side, even if he at
that time on Golgatha understood as little as the other disciples and Mary the
mystery of the death of God's Son. These faithful people passed alse among the
Jews and heathen soldiers as the closest relatives of Jesus of Nazarecth,
fore they were allowed to stand at his side unmolested.

There-

These faithful people under the cross are a picture of the Church of
Jesus Christ the 1little flock of believers. Jesus himself had once said, "My
mother and my brethren are these which hear the Word of God and do it." Lk 8:
21, Those who believe in Christ the Son of God, hear and do his Word, love
Christ from their heart, they are his brethren, his friends; they are hig
loved ones. They have not chosen him but he has chosen them. Thug our of pure
grace he has drawn also us to himself, We believe in God's Son and love and
follow him, as those women had followed him. By his grace we are called to be
his followers., Today, after all was fulfilled we also understand what was
written by Moses and the prophets about the Son of man, the mystery of the suf=-
feriﬁg and death of Jesus Christ the Son of God, We know that with hisg blood
he bought us, won us, our souls so that we thus became his own. So we say and
sing: ‘

Here I will stand beside Thee,
From Thee I will not part;
0 Savior, do not chide me
When breaks Thy loving heart,
When soul and body languish
In death's cold, cruel grasp,
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Then, in Thy deepest anguish,
‘Thee in mine arms I'll clasp. (172,6)

Those who belong to the Lord, they also endure with him even if they thgmselves
are visited by cross and suffering. They are partakers of his suffering, com-
panions of his tribulation. 2 Cor 1:5. Through his grace they are strengthened
and preserved. In the end the Lord knows them, '"Ye are they,which have continued
with me in my temptations.' Lk 22:28. As they are now companions of his trib-
ulation so they will some day be companions of his glory as those Marys and John
aftervards received the news of the resurrection of the.and saw the Resurrected.
Here on earth the Lord comforts his loved ones. He provides for them so that
they pass through this dangerous life safely. He also provides for their phys-
ical well-being. That his second word from the cross shows us.

1.

Now we see how the Redeemer of the world provides also for the physical
needs of his loved ones. o : . } .. . _

E He saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing by. In that
earnest, decisive hour, as he entreated and procured forgiveness for the sins of
the whole world, as he brought his concern, the sins of the whole world before
God, he still had an-eye for the little concerns of his faithful followers, for
the worry and sorrow of his mother, his friend from whom now the best Son and
Friend was being taken. He regarded them with heartfelt sympathy, He felt him-
self the pain of separation, He was a man as all the children of men, He suf-
fered as a man in the flesh and tasted the death of the children of men and all
the woes of death. Therefore, he had human feelings and sympathy with the needs
of his friends whom he left behind on earth, . ,

Jesus Christ is our faithful High Priest. He has taken pity on our
misery, the wretchedness of our sins, offered our Siﬁs on the cross. However,
because he is a faithful High Priest, he has a heartfelt sympathy with his breth-
ren after the flesh for-all their wants, also all the wants of the body. Sympa-
thetically, full of pity he today looks upon the needs of his own. His loving
eye is directed toward all the afflicted, sorrowing, lonesome, forsaken, widows,
and orphans. He does not:look away from the isolated. little flock, his church
vhich must still suffer much here on earth, He sees, he knows all our secret
sorrows, wishes, and concerns. What moves us is well-known to him. WNothing is
too small and too insignificant so that he would not consider it worth his
notice.  He knows all our ways. He is indeed. the omniscient God,

- " And as the almighty God he himself also takes hold of the matter and
comforts and provides and guides and protects his own. He was nailed to the
cross. He did not violently tear himself free from the cross, as he well could

- have done, He wanted to suffer and die and find an eternal redepption for man-
kind, win an eternal salvation., Yet it was the almighty Lord whose hands and
feet were pierced. For see, he takes the destiny, the future of his mother, his
friend into his hand.  He says, "Behold thy son. Behold thy mother.," Indeed,
now he himself tore the tie which united him to his mother and friend, He gave
his mother another son, his friend another counselor. " Now he ceases to be Mary's

- Son ‘and John's Friend. But he gave his mother, his friend a substitute for him-
self, '"Behold he is your son. Behold, she is your mother." A&d he tore the old

bond he tied g new one, Thus he provided a home on carth for his mother. to his
friend he also gave a faithful companion for his future life. Thus the kedeemer
of the world provided for the earthly well-being of his beloved mother, his

dear friend,

Thus he provides for his own, thus he provides for us., He is our

Savior and Redeemer and has won eternal life for us and in heaven has provided

an eternal place. However, he gpreads his hand in protection, blessing, and
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comfort also over our carthly life. He comforts the afflicted, the forsaken,
the lonesome, sends them a helper and friend: he brings and joins people to-
gether so that they help and comfort cach other. He unites spouse and spouse,
parents and children, brothers and sisters, f{riends, fellow bLelievers. True, he
also tears the ties of love as he himself dissolved that intercourse with his
mother and friend. At times he inflicts painful wounds and gaps. But he again
binds up and give us a substitute.

He is the almighty Cod. All things arc within his power. OQur life,
our future lies in his hand. According to his will and pleasure, according to
his love and faithfulness he orders our life and leads his own hither and yon
from place to place, and protects them on all their ways and hears their peti-
tions and desires and gives them what 18 good and profitable for them. To his
own, to those who love him all things must work together for good., What a great
comfort this is that we darc say: cven our earthly well-being and welfare, our
entire life lies in the hand, omn the heart of the Redeemer, the Son of God' He
is the Protector of His Church who appoints and provides a refuge for it on
earth amongst hostile mankind so that it can always remain somewhere.

I11.

To what he at the same exhorts his loved ones when he says, "Behold
thy son. Behold thy mother,' is the next thing we want to ponder. This word of
Jesus strengthened the trust of the grieving mother, the grieving disciples.
From this they knew how faithfully their Lord and Master, their friend too care
of them. They would thank him for this faithful care for life. And since we
are to conclude from these words that the Lord takes pity also on us as a father
on his children, that he has body, life, soul, and all things in his hand, we
should in childlike joy trust him, commit all things to him, should not choose
our own way but with every step look at the hands of our Savior as he lead us,
and follow his beckoning. The love of the Redeemer which spans our entire life
also our earthly walk incites and influences us in a right way to ardent thanks,
faith, trust, love in return, obedience. When we truly perceive how much he 1is
concerned about our well-being, then we place ourselves in his service and also
gladly do his will as it concerns our brethrem, What we should do in his name,
according to his will, to our brethren we perceive from his testament from the
cross.

The word, “Woman, behold thy son," contains a directive for his disci-
ple John; the other, "Bchold thy mother,” 1s a directive for his mother Mary.
John is to show a child's love to the mother of Jesus, as though he were her
son.. And Mary should regard John as her own child. For this sake, for Christ's
sake John should accept Mary and Mary John and each serve the other as though
thus they scrved Christ.

That is the Lord's commandment, the new commandment which Jesus the
establisher of the New Covenant has left behind for his disciples, that they
should love one another as he loved them. That is the Lord's will for his be-
lievers, that they should comfort the poor, forsaken, lonesome, burdened, sor-
rowing, widows, and orphans and ease their distress. We should look after the
needs of the saints ag though thus we were serving Christ himself. No more does
Christ walk visibly on earth, Ve can today no longer serve him as did those pi-
ous women vho once followed him. However, his brethren, his afflicted suffering
brethren he himself in his dying hour as he hung on the cross has set in his
place so that we do to them what we should do for the lord if he himself would
today visibly stay and go in and out amongst us. Mary is to see in John, John
in Mary a substitute for His person, Hence, Jesus' disciple John out.of love
to his Lord and Master also took His mother into his house from that moment and
thus testified his frienship to Jesus beyond death, Oh, that we would also walk
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in the footsteps of this disciple.

‘ With this second word from the croas, with this last service which he
shows to his mother and disciple the Lord himself has given his own an example.
To his cying hour he fulfilled the Fourth Commandment and kept up his friend-
ship. Thus Christian children should love, honor, cherish, and provide for their
parents ‘even when they become old until they depart in death That 'is true Chris-
tian friendship which remains until death. Yes, as Jesus in the midst of his
suffering until his mouth closed in death, as he even with bound hands did good,
bestowed comfort, sowed love, 80 should we do good and not become tired, not let
ourselves be prevented from comforting others and scattering a blessing even by
cross and suffering, by our own distress. That is Jesus' last testament to his
own., '

IV.

‘Finally, we still wish to ponder how even in this word from the cross,
in_this onslaught of suffering Jesus' redeeming love is revealed.

Jesus the crucified provided also for the physical well-being of his
loved ones and wishes that we help, support, and comfort one another in all the
distresses of life. Yet the Lord never loses sight of the final great purpose
which his life, suffering, and death served: the redemption and deliverance of
mankind, He shows his mother Mary not only the love of a son, his friend John
not only the love of a‘friend; e revealed to both also his Savior's love which
above all has the well-being of souls in view, Since he left this legacy behind,
he had a wise, wholesome purpose. John, the disciple who leaned on his breast,
his most trusted-friend, and Mary, his mother could and should serve each other
well also in the greatast thing which is on earth. John who above the other dis-
ciples saw into the depths of the divinity‘of Christ was the best pastor for
Mary and well able to further Jesus' mother who first saw in this Jesus always
her child, her flesh and blood,in the knowledge of God's Son. And on the other
hand, Mary could make clear to John the truth that the etérnal Word actually be-
came flesh with what she knew and shared from the childhood and youth of her
Son. Much of what John as apostle later taught the Christians he certainly
first heard and learned from Jesus' mother, -

The same Savior's love accompanies our every step. When Jesus, the
Lord and Master of our life brings Christians together, and also on the other
hand, when he separates Christians who have found and loved one another, he has
the salvation of souls in view., For that reason he has placed spouse, parents,
children, brothers, friends, fellow believers at our side so that we may strengthen
them in the saving faith and on the other hand be furthered by their service.
4And also seeming, temporary loss, separation, pain, cross, sorrow servés to
strengthen faith, ‘No matter how the lLord may direct and turn our ways it serves
for the welfare and advantage of our souls, it serves for our salvation.

On the cross the Lord has worked out our salvation, won eternal sal-
vation, and above all atoned for our sins. For without forgiveness of sins
could no one be saved., And also the onslaught of suffering reported by our text
is part of his mediatorship. Chriat was obedient to his death on the cross,
and loved his own'to the end.

And-also here he is our substitute. With this he made good for our
lack of obedience, love, friendliness, which we have failed to show to our
spouse, parents, children, brothers, friends. If our want, our poverty, our
guilt should sometime fall heavily upon our conscience, we look up to his cross
and comfort ourselves in his perfect love and his blameless obedience. Christ
tore the bond which united him to Mary and John, he tore himself free from moth-
er and friend; now he wanted to be alone, be alone with God and do his duty .
befote CGod. That 18 why He also called his mother "woman," Now she had nothing
more to do with that which he alone wanted to and could carry out: the cleansing
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of our sins, the reconciliation of the world with Gad. We also see in this test
the Lamb of God who carried the sins of the world, Also our ains has hie borme
and atoned for, our unbelief, faint-hecartedness, our despair, Ilmpatience, our
spite and wilfulneas, our thanklessness and disobedience, our reluctance, our
lovelessness and unfaithfulness with which we have alnned apalnpt God and man,
Because he tore himoelf free from mother and friend, did without the comfort of
8 mother and love of a {riend, he also atomed for that which we in natural,
fleshly love did too much, perverted, foolish parental love, filial love, love
for friends. All our sins we lay upon him and then with that wmuch more confi-
dence commit all our affairs, body and aoul, present and future, to him and re-
main his own in time and in eternity. Amen.

26th SERMON

Matthew 27:39-44; Mark 15:29-32; Luke 23:35-37,

In the previous Lenten text we saw the Crucified surrounded by his
friends and faithful followers. His eyes rested with pleasure on the little
host of the faithful who stood under the cross and did not forsake him in dia-
grace and suffering, We sav how his graclous hand ordcrcd and‘guided the fu-
ture lifc of his loved ones, In the text before us we sce the crucified Chrigt
surrounded by a large pack of malicious gpiteful foes and hear the horrible
curses and blasphemies which are spit out apalnst the Holy Ome of God, Then
was fulfilled what hed been predicted of the Messiah, "All they that sce me
laugh me to scorn; they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, He
trusted on the Lord that he would deliver him; let him deliver him, sceing he
delighted in him....They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a
roaring lion. T am poured out like water, and all my hoacs are out of joint;
my heart is like was; it 1ls melted in the midst of my howels,,,.I may tell all
my bones; they look and stare upon me." Fs 22:7-9; 13.14,17. "Hold not thy
peace, O God of my pralse; for the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of tha
deceitful are opened against me; they have spoken against me with a lying ’
tongue. They compasgsed me about also with words of hatred; and foughe agailnst
me without a cause. For my love they are my adversaries; but I Elve myseclf
unto prayer, And they have revarded me evil for good, and hatred for my love."
Ps 109:1-5, Literally were all these prophecies fulfilled on that preat good
Friday upon Colgatha, These curses and blasphemles are also part of the puffer-
ing of the Messiah. And he took also this suffering willingly upon himgelf and
thus atoned for the sin of the world., We will not speak of this; ' ‘

HOW THE CRUCIFIED CHRIST IS BLASPHEMED BY THE WORLD
We direct our attention
I. To the Blasphemles of the Godless World,

II. To_the Great Patience with which God's Son Bore the Curses and
Blasphemies of His Foes. \

I,

First, we direct our attention to the blasphemics of thp godless
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world., The crucified Christ was the butt of the mockery and derision which in
rage, hatred, and bitterness the godless world, Jews and heathen, hurled at him.
He was indeed, as Simeon had predicted, a sign to be spoken against, 41l who
on that Good Friday came to Golgatha to satisfy their lust and curiosity, all
who passed by Jesus' cfoss, the entire nation of the Jews blasphemed him and ac-
companied their blasphemies with derisive gestures, shook their heads, and thus
also expressed their indignation. They said, "Thou that destroyest the temple,
and buildest it in three days, save Ehyself,"_‘MtA27:40; They acted as 1if they
were zealous for the temple, the sanctuary;‘dnd that now he is atoning for the
deserved punishment of his blasphemy. ’ - S N
' But this talk was nothing but lies, They opened their lying mouth a-
gainst him and spoke with a false tongue. 'That testimony was not able to stand
before their owm court. With the words, "Destroy this temple!'" Christ had meant
something entirely different, had in fact pointed to that which was now being
fulfilled in him. Against better knowledge and conscience the Jews twisted his
words and persisted in their lies and slander after they had come to naught as
they themselves had heard. This was insane talk, without any understanding, a
monstrous production of their blind rage and hatred of Christ. At the same time
it was malicious talk. They spoke maliciously against him. This was bitter.
mockery, "How wonderfully you are destroying the temple of God and building it
In three days; save yourself!'" You have not been able to destroy the temple,
1t still stands; but now you are lying on the ground end have come to naught
and cannot help yourself. / - ‘ ' o |
“If you be the Son of God, come down from the cross," v.40b, thus
they spoke and continued to blaspheme. The great deeds and miracles with which
Jesus proved to the Jews that he was God's Son, for whi¢h sake the Jews had often
Praise dhim and exalted his name into the heavens were all at once forgotten.
Malicious scorn and mockery, "If you actually are God's Son’descend from the
cross, let us see a sign and a miracle and help youtrself," that was the thanks
for his love., The chief priests, s¢ribes, and elders, the members of the Sanhe-
drin and the leaders of the people together with all the common folk mocked him.
The elders, priests, scribes, these honorable, plous, learned people, were even
more wicked than the common people. They said, "He saved others; himself he
?annot save," v.az;' He had helped very many in Israel. He had traveled about
in the land and had done good and had made all well who were overpowered by the
devil, The leaders.of the people made fun of his kindnesses which he showed to
the poor and the sick, made fun of his ardent love as Savior, before all the peo-
Ple. '"He saved others; himself he cannot save." - Physician, heal yourself!
-They continued, "If he 1s Christ the King of Israel, the chosen of God
1¢t him now come down from the cross that we may see and believe him." ' Thus ’
they ridiculed the great and wise ones in Israel who well knew the prophecy of
the Messiah, Israel's Messiah. No, he cannot be the Messiah, the King of Israel
thF Chosen and Anointed of God, who hangs there on the cross, on the accursed ’
. tree. Such a Messiah and King we do not want to have! He should be the Chosen
of God whom God has surrendered like a ciminal to the hands of the heathen? If
he is anyhow, let him prove it and come doun from the cross,’ then we will believe.
In this mockery lay at the same time horrible hypocrisy,’ They had seen
enough of Jesus and had not believed. They did not want to believe. Even when
aftervards he rose from the dead they did not believe, Israel's scribes drew
their blasphemy from the Scriptures, "He trusted in God; 1let him deliver him now
if he will have him; for he said, "I am the Son of God." V;43. These blas-~’ ’
Phemous words which David placed into the mouth of the Messiah's foes they uttered
with their lips., With these words of the Psalmist they blasphemed the Messiah's
trust in God. - Yes, they reviled and cursed-him. - They concluded from his suf-
fering that God cursed and rejected him, 1If he were God's beloved Son. if God
would delight in him he would deliver him, The murderers who were cruéified with
him also reproached him with the same thing and reviled him, "If thou be Christ,

PR
e



26th Sermon -139-

save thyself and us." Lk 23:39. Conscious of their crimes with which they
truly had descrved death on the cross, and in spite of the nearncss of death
and the torment of eternlty, they still cursed God who had surrendered them to
such pain, cursed Christ because he did not help himself and others.’ If the
Jews and their leaders thus screamed and blasphemed, it dare not surprise us
that algo the rough, ignorant, hcathenish soldiers ridiculed the Crucified and
offered him Litter vinegar out of sympathy for the dying, helpless King of the
Jews, ‘ ~

: That was the mob of wicked people who surrounded God's Anointed, They
were the great bullocks and fat oxen who threw open their jaws against him,
"They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion," {is
the way the suffering Messiah laments in the Psalm, Dechind the mob of wicked
men, the bullocks, the fat oxen stands Satan the roaring, ravening lion, the
liar and murderer from the beginning, the arch-slanderer. This was the well-
known voice of the deceiver: 1if you are God's Son, then command that these
stones be made bread; jump from the temple;'de3cend from the cross! Through
those horrible curses and blasphemies the devil wanted to shake the faith, the
Crucified’s trust in God and lead him astray in regard to God, God's Word and
will, his work of redemption, It is a picture from hell, from the kingdom of
the devil, which 1s here sketched for us.

This mob of wicked men is a picture of the world as it today lives.
The world is a godless tribe of mockers and blasphemers, The common world, the
rough mob pours our its lust for pleasure, its energy, its wild spirits, its
displeasure and exasperation in mockery and curses. At the market, on the
streets, in all factories, we today still hear those horrible words of the Jews
and heathen from Golgatha, The great, wise, and educated of this world are
still more wicked, Their blasphemies are indeed more refined, but much more
pointed, bitter, and poilsonous than the common mockers of thc alleys,

That is the religion, Satan's religion to which the children of this
world swear allegilance: mockery and blasphemy. Thelr prayers are curses., 1If
they speak of God and divine things, then it 1s done in unbelief, with a re-
fined smirk, with inner contempt, in blind hatred and zeal. However, thosec to
whom ridicule and curses were their daily bread in good days also scek in evil
days comfort and easing for their burdened heart and conscience in confused mur-
muring and curses; they curse and blaspheme until death, until they enter e-
ternity, as that one malefactor on the cross. Yes, many who in peaceful happy
times for the sake of propriety restrain and control their tongue can no longer
in misfortunec control themselves and reveal the evil depths of their heart when
circumstances press them. The tongue of the children of men whose heart ig
blinded by Satan is kindled by hell, - ’ I

And it 1is Christ the Lord who 1is set as a sign who 1is spoken against
from all sides. The unbelievers, the mockers of this world twist and pervert
Christ's Word, the Holy Scriptures, as did those Jews., Thgy attribute to the
Scriptures contradictions, absurd, even disgraceful things which they cannot
prove, which are revealed as lies, What they cannot flatly deny that they laugh
to scorn and ridicule, They curse and mock with Bible passages as did the
scribes of Israel, fish out of the Scriptures their malicious missiles, Christ,
God's Son, the Chosen One of God is reviled and blasphemed by the educated and
uneducated. Christ, a rabbi of the Jews, who passed himself off as God's Son
and said, "I am God's Son," he was only an ordinary man and his life ended on
the cross: that is the verdict of the world concerning Christ. This blasphe-
mous talk is uttered from the pulpit in the old and new world by many preachers,
Christ, the King of Israel, the King and Messiah of the Jews and heathen, the
Savior of the whole world is jeered at by the world, DBecause he helped mankind
his Savior's love 1s repaid with scorn and mockery, His miracles and kindnesses
are derided and called sham, a lie, deceit. Especially the crucified Christ,
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who through his cross and blood has redeemed the world, is the target of the
biting, malicious arrows of the children of men. The old heathen considered
Christians for fools for worshiping a Cod on the cross. Today the preaching:of
Christ crucified is to the wise and unwise still the embodiment of folly and -
superstition. That the Son of God used his blood for the sins-of the world,
that God demands blood, a bloody atonement that the alleped Christian world con-
siders a rough, heathenish idea, To the dishonor of Christ's auffering the Papacy
has appointed the shining works of the saints and monks as the way of -salvation
and the ladder to heaven. All who place the merit, the will, the works of men
alongside the merit of Christ, who teach that man can help himself or can still
asgist a little bit in his deliverance and aalvation revile thc crogs and the
blood of God's Son.
.Christ crucified is mocked and blasphemed in his: members, 'in his Church,

The true Church which preaches the narrow way of repentance, faith, sanctifica-
tion and follows in the footsteps of the Crucified is branded as an enemy of
God, as.a foe of true religion, the religion of the love of all men. True Chris-
tians pass "for desecraters who lay violent hands on the sanctuary, on the rightg
and freedom,of mankind Christians who suffer here below with Christ are re--
viled and mocked because of their faith ‘and trust in God: wheére ig’ your God? '’
vhat good does your piety do you, your praying? Yes, CGod often lets his loved
ones and his chosen people often sit in dust and ashes, ‘whilst the children of
the world have good days and everything in abundance and enjoy honor and respect.,

~ The world also accompanies its blasphemies with mocking gestures and
deeds, By outrageous érimes which read into heaven, through their malice and
tomfoolery they mock the religion of the crucified Christ. Alas; ‘even men who
call themselves Christians and pass for Christians let themselves get entangled
in the ridicule by the world. Must we not urgently warn our youth against
thoughtless swearing 'and cursing? All who walk thoughtlessly mock Christ's
cross. All who are friends with the children and mockers of- this world share in
this sin of the world, Even in the souls of plous Christians do not sometimes
wicked, blaSphemous thoughts arise: has God forsaken me? am I really one of
Cod's elect7 has my Christian faith not deceived me? Who has not yet: been dis-
turbed by Such malicious arrows from Satan? ‘ .

11

Now we look away from the godless world, this mob of blasphemers which
moves around Christ's cross to the crucified Christ and recall with what great
. patience CGod's Son endured the curses and blasphemies of his foes,
Really, not a syllable is mentioned in our text of Christ himself.
However, this silence of Scripture testifies of Christ's silence. He did not
revile when he was reviled; he threatened not when he suffered. We can imagine
that his holy soul was pierced tormented and tortured by the curses and blas-
phemies of the Jews and heathen as though by knives and swords. For a pious’
Christian every curse word is a stab in his heart. But Christ was silent ‘to all
this, silent, endured it, and prayed as the Psalmist says, "I prayed.” '‘He com-
mended his troubles to God. Whilst those great bullocks and fat oxen soreamed
and-bellowed, he perhaps prayed ‘the words of Psalm 22, "I was cast upon' thee
- from the w0mb thou art my God from my mother's belly. Be not far from me, for
trouble is near' for there is none to help. Many bulls have compassed me; strong
bulls of Bashan have beset me round,...But be not thou far from me; O-Lord; O
my strength haste thee to help me. Deliver my ‘soul from the sword; : my darling
from the PpPower of the dog. Save me from the lion's mouth; for thou hast heard
me from the horns of the unicorns. Ps 22:10-12; 19-21. He knew very well ‘that
in that hour Satan tempted him, Indeed, the cross of the Redeemer was a thorn
in the devil's .eye. Theréfore he wanted to tear Jesus from the cross, by means
of thesc unheard of blasphémies of his foes ‘move" him to use his omnipotence.
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But Christ reaisted him, withstood this hard test also, He let himself be re-
viled and abused and continued in suffering and continued until the end the worl
begun. llow we must thank our Savior that he did not at that time help himself,
that he did not descend from the cross but remained on it and completed the
cleanaing of our sina! low we must thank God the heavenly Father that he at
that time did not deliver his Son and did not come to help him but let the full
storm pass over him! Thus we are lielped, thus we are redecmed., VUe must thank
the great patience of God's Son for our salvation. By his bitter and patient
willing suffering and death he atoned for our sins and the sins of the whole
world, yes, also for those curses and blasphemies of the godless world. How-
ever, after he had completed the work of redemption on the cross and had: shown
patience and obedience even unto death, he indeed showed his divine power and-
glory. He did an even greater miracle than 1f he would have descended from the
cross and destroyed his foes with one word of his omnipotence or would have
smitten them to the ground. After he died on the cross he again arose from the
dead and through his resurrection he gloriously proved that he 1s the Son of
God, so that we now see and believe. To be sure, even now as he sits upon the
throne of glory he controls himself and has patience with the sinners and mock-
ers of earth. True, when we hear the blasphemies of the drunken, mad world
rising upward and we sce its sacrilege we sometimes think that the earth must
open and swallow these sinners, or fire must fall from heaven upon them. But
God, God's Son 1s patient and wishes that everyone repents. To be sure, all
who abuse all the grace and patience of the Savior and do not want to renounce
their sacrilegious ways, and diec in their eins. will finally be struck down by
the vengeance and wrath of God's Son; they will howl eternally and gnash their
teeth; in them will Christ fulfill what he has threatened them in the Psalm,
"As he loved cursing, so let it come unto him; as he delighted not in blessing,
so let it be far from him. As he clothed himself with cursing like as with his
garments, so let it come into his bowels like water, and like oil into his
bones, Let it be unto him as the garment wbich covereth him, and for a glirdle
vhercwith he is girded continually. Let this be the revard of mine adversaries
from the Lord, and of them that speak evil against my soul." Ps 109:17-20,

But also those.who have known and tasted the grace and truth of God's Son but
crucified Christ again, and have trampled God's Son under foot and ridiculed
him and considered the blood of the New Testament unclean and reviled the Spir-
it of grace, henceforth have no more offering for their sin, but a terrible
waiting for the judgment and the fire of indignation vhich will consume the
cnemies. Heb 6:4-6; 10:26,27, : o : v o

 VWe want to consider Cod's patience for our salvation and daily repent
and believe and in word, dced, and walk praise and bless him whom the world re-
viles and blasphemes and follow his cxample. Christ's patience 13 a holy pic-
ture for us who are called to a similar cross and suffering. When unbelievers
demand of us the rcason of our hope which is in us, then we will Joyfully give
an answer and testify of Christ. If unbelicvers attack our most holy faith and
lie about it, we will unmask these lies and place God's truth in the light, And
1f Christ's foes begin to curse and blaspheme, then after Christ's example we
will be silent and endure it and pray. We will not cast our pearls before swine
nor give what is holy to the dogs. And we will remember what Christ's apostle
vrites, "If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye.,"” 1 Pet 4:14,
Truly, we suffer no harm 1if the world curses and damns us because of our Chrig-
tianity. Even this must work together for good., If the world hates us and re-
viles and rejects us, we flee to God and commend our soul to God and cling so
much the more closely to our Savior. The hatred of the world confirms our
faith, our trust in God. If we know that the world can help 1itself against
Christ with nothing else but impudent lies, gross curses and blasphemies, we
will be so much the more certain that our faith, that God's Word is the truth.
And in the midst of the bellowing of the bullock and lions, in the midst of the
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derision of the world we feel God's peace. The Spirit vhich is a spirit of glory
and of God rests upon us. 1 Pet #:14, DOur faith is the victory which overcomes
the world, algo the hatred, the enmity and blasphemies of the world. May Gad.
strengthon and preserve us in the faith for Christ's sake! Amen. d

[ . T

O7th SERMON

Luke 23:39-43,

cF

When Christ was crucified, the word of Seripture was fulfilled, "He
was numbered with the transgressors,” 1Is 53:12. They crucified two criminals
with him, on to the ripght hand and the other on the left, These threec who were
crucified on Golpatha seemed to be in the fame guilt and condemnation, ' But what
a poverful difference there was betwcen these three! The Une who hung in the
middle, who was judged to be the moat wicked, who wore the crown of thornas, who
wiag reviled, cursed,’ and blasphemed by the pasces-by was in reality no criminal,
was not a sinner as we and our children are; no, He was the Lord of glory, the
Son of the living God. The criminal on the right hand had indeed stupidly lived
wickedly, and received what his deeds were worth; yet on the cross he ceased
sinning. Our text describes him as one ‘of God's saints, who entered with Christ
into glory. The criminal on the left hand was and remained a criminal and cursed
and blasphemed until he died end then went to his pluce ‘to the place of damned
souls.

" Christ's pains and death on the cross were unusual, were the great sac-
rifice for the reconciliation of the world with God. The crucifixion pains of
the tuo crucified with him had in both the name cause, were in both the well-
deserved punishwent of their crimes. And yet what a wonder ful difference in
the same guilt and punishment! What a difference between ‘the dying of the erim-
inal on the right hand and the end of the criminal on the left! The innocent
Joseph vho languished in prison ‘because of his plety was a type of the suffering
Messiah, As Joseph lay in prison he found himself in the campany of two criminala,
both of vhom had acted most wrongly against their lord and king., During one
night each of these two prisoners had a dream and their dreams were very similar.
But vwhat a different interpretation to both: " As different as the ultimate fate
of the two ciminals! The cupbearer was elevated to royal joy and honnr. " Phara-
oh's baker went to the gallows,

Something similar happened on Copd Friday upon Golgatha, Heaven was
OPened to the criminal on the ripht hand; the criminal on the left was hurled
into hell. The same amazing happenings are cuntinually Yepedted in the history
of the world and the Church. Tuc people in men's eyes are completely alike in
life and death, both are sinners; perhaps malefactors, criminals, and finally
both recelve the vages of sin--death. However before God there is a difference.
Coe will be accepted, the other rejected. Of course, the heart of the malefactor
‘on thekright hand was different toward Christ and God than the heart of the one
‘on the left. The ono of the left cursed and blasphemed until the end and hard-
éned his heart., The one on the right hand was converted from the bottom of his
heart. Howewver, that he was converted was the Lord's work and prace. Thus it
1s and remains a wonder, a riddle to our eyes, why CGod granted repentance to
Peter, whilst the judgment of hardening and demantion devolved upon Judas; why
Christ the Lord kindled the beautiful light nf faith in the criminal on the right,
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whilst his companion remained in darkncese and wag hastening to meet outer dark-
ness, That we cannot fathom. Two pecople are in the pamo guilt, the one 1a con-
vorted and maved, the other is surrendered to a hardened mind, That 18, asg
Scripture tecstifies, as our conversion reminds us, an ilmpenctrable myatéry.Thnt
1s part of the unscarchable ways and judgments of the Lord,

What Cod has hidden from us we are not for God's sake to explore nor
judge with our foolish rcason. We pray to the great, wonderful God in dust and
oohes, Nor 1s it necespary for ua to uncover the mysgterles of God. 1In the
Scriptures we have clear bright truths before us which give us encugh to think
about and are beneficlal for our salvation, Even the Lenten text before us of-
fera us ecnough material which is worth pondering and meditating upon it serves
and 1is profitable for our salvation. This text clearly shows the way which
leads to damnation, and the way to salvation., The example of the malefactor on
the left hand is an earnest, impressive warning., He had spent his life in sin
and shame, was a robber, a rebel. Even before his death great grace was offered
him. The crucified Christ, the Redeemer of the world, the Savior of sinners,.
thieves, robbers, murderers hung close to his side. Dut he despised it all ’de-
spised also the rebuke of his converted comrade in sin, continued to curse ,to
blaspheme and harden his heart and chose hell instead of heaven. It ig te;rible
when a person serves sin and vice his entire life. But even more terrible is
it when the sinner his whole life, even at the very end, in the hour of death
rejects God's Word and grace and to his last breath murmurs against and blas-
phemes God. It is a horrible scene when a sinner, who is smitten and marked by
Cod and cast down by God's hand, instcad of humbling himself under God's al-
mighty hand curses his misfortune and curses the God who punishes him. However
also all those who cover their love and service of ain with the semblance of
respectability and uprightness, who before the world pass for honest, honorable
people, perhaps even nvoid gross shame, yet trample God's Word and Law under
foot, despise their nelghbors, waste their life and to the end persist in their
perverted mind and will and defy both the earnestness and goodness of God are in
the same position and damnation with the criminal on the left, And not only
for hard, secure sinners, no, also just for us, the disciples of Jesus has the
example of the malefactor on the left been sst as a warning. So that we do not
misuse the example of the repentant malefactor; . so that also no one postones
his true repentance to the last moment with the idea that it is easy for n gip-
ner to turn to the Lord even in the hour of death; 8o that all of us fear God
with our whole heart and not continue in sin hoping for grace, we should truly
ponder and take to heart what the Scriptures say of the malefactor on the left,
He who sins wilfully has no more sacrifice for his sins, However, he who lets
himself be frightened by this example, let cvery depressed sinner whose heart
and consciecnce 18 burdened by sin confidently look from the left to the ripht
hand, and hear and believe the sweet CGospel which the malefactor on the right
announces in and with his example, which the crucified Christ preached to that
one and to all repentant malefactors. Thils other example shows us clearly the
way of life, the way of repentance, faith, and sanctification which ends ipn e-

ternal life. Hence, now we deal with

THE REPENTANCE OF THE MALEFACTOR

and ponder

I. Wherein it Conslsted,
IT. How the Malefactor Came to such a Repentance,”
117, What Promise was Glven the Repentant Malefactor,
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We ask first, wherein the repentance of the malefactor consisted, .. When
the criminal at the left blasphemed Jesus and said, "If thou be Christ, save thy-
self and us," v.39, the other. answerd, rebuked him, and said, "Dost not thou fear
God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we re-
ceive the due reward of our deeds; but this man hath done nothing amiss.'" VVe.
40.41. That sounded entirely different from what his comrade had expressed.
Whether also this malefactor on the right at first joined inthe blasphemy, since
Matthew remarks that also the two malefactors crucified with Jesus reviled him,
and then stopped his blasphemy, or. whether Matthew intends only to say in a gen-
eral way that also from this side, from those who were crucified with Jegus a-
buse poured forth, we cannot definitely decide. At-.any rate, the.criminal at
the right waos also a robber, evildoer,:criminal and equally his companion in
everything until suddenly on .that Good. Friday a change took place in him. He
confessed that he and his.comrade -were justly in this condemnation, that they.
merely received what their deeds were worth. Hence, he confessed his evil daeds.
He regretted his disgraceful lost life.  He did not excuse himself with on syl-
lable. He considered: himself worthy of punishment and condemnation., He felt
God's hand which smote himy God's wrath, He was afraid. of God, Suddenly terror
and fright had come over him. = S N L

The repentance of the malefactor is a picture of true repentance, a
mirror for us. That’ is.the way which is prescribed to~51nners.f.The malefactor's
repentance is the door to life. Not only are robbers, thieves, adulterers, for-
nicators, selfigh in the same guilt as these two malefactors. . And not only do the
honorable before the world who perhaps avold shame and blasphemy but despised
God and his Word, despise their neighbors, live only to themselves and waste
and squander their entire life in..the service of vanity stand on the same step
as does the malefactor. : We ‘all should perceive our picture in him. We are.all
sinners, that is, we are all before Cod malefactors, criminals, transgressors..
We have robbed God.of what is his, He who 1is remiss and lazy in attending ser-

" vices robs God of his dues, his honor.: Whoever is angry and quarrels with his
brother is guilty of death and.the judgment. How many idle hours of our 1life
have 'we lost and wasted! We must confess the we are unprofitable servants.

‘But blessed are we if we truly confess this and ag poor malefactors
and evildoers stand before God, 1if we regret this and sigh over the fact that
before God we are so poor, blind, naked, and wretched. . He who ig truly peni-,
tent, also feels something of God's heavy hand, tastes something of God's wrath
and damnation. And sometimes that is the bitter fruit of sin which everyone
tastes in whom sin. becomes alive. Whan an adulterer, a thief, a murderer repents,
he knows very well of what he .repents. 1f we examine our own. life just a little
bit‘@n God's presénce, explore our own heart and ways, we will find reason. and
cause enough :for reperitance, for the malefactor's Tepentance, cause us to be a-
fraid, to tremble, and to: quake, yes, cause us to lose courage and despair,

. “* In spite of this the malefactor on the right did not deBPair."Faiﬁh
followed remorse., He perceived and confessed that he and his comrade. in sin de-
served this punishment but not the third Person who hung in the middle -and whom
his comrade reviled. Of Him he restified that He had done nothing amiés; ‘What
a conderful confession! In this Jesus of Nazareth who was reviled and cursed
by the whole nation of Israel as the worst sinner and criminal he saw a holy and
righteous Person who had done nothing wrong in his entire life, a saint the like
of whom there was no other on earth. .

"Still more! He said the the Crucified, "Lord!" "Lord, remember me
vhen thou comest into thy kingdom." He saw in the Crucified, the veviled King
the Messiah who some day ‘would return to his kingdom with great power and glory.
What a great, wonderful light in the darkened soul of his criminal! What great
faith! He did not look at what was before his eyes: disgrace, humility,
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contempt, curse, condemnation, but behind the shame and suffering he saw the
Innocence, holiness, glory, and majesty of God's Son. It was an honest, truc
faith, He believed in Christ, He believed that this Holy Ono 'was the Lord,
God's Son, the Redeemer and Savior of sinners. Mle thercfore asked him and said,
Lord, rcmember me:” That was humble faith: remember me in grace! Grant me
only a gracious look when you return to your kingdom, to your glory. I will
gladly be a doorkceper in the housc of my God. He was content with the erumbs
of the doga. AR :
And yet vhat a confident faith! He confidently hoped for a part in
Christ's kingdom, in the kingdom of glory. MHe did not doubt that a poor male-
factor would have a place there. He believed that this King on the cross, this
Holy One would cover the sins of all sinners, also those of the malefactor, al-
5o his sins and shame with his holiness and righteousness,. Thus trustingly he
turned his head and heart to this Savior and fled with guilt-laden soul into
the wounds of the Crucified. . L
That is true faith, faith which saves the sinner. True faith ig not
offended at Christ the crucified, at the word of the cross, at the afflicted
condition of Christ's Church but sees in the Crucified the holy, unspotted,
glorious Son of God, of equal majesty and honor with the Father who rules for-
ever and ever. Faith knows Christ, the Savior of all sinners and.evildoers who
with his righteousness and with his obedience atoned and made good everything
which we have done wrong. True faith is humble, praying and sighing: O0Oh Lord,
remember me, grant me just one look of grace, only the lowest step in your king-
dom! However, faith is also absolute confidence, He who believes does not .
doubt that in spite of all shame which he has placed on himself he will be hon-
ored in Christ's kingdom. When sin frightens the soul, when it feels wrath and
damnation, the soul of the believer hides itself in the wounds of the Savior.
A converted sinner has his eye fixed steadily on Christ, He is his glory and
boast, he wants to know no other.

The malefactor's faith which lived in his heart, even though it had
not begun until the hour of death, came clearly to light before his death, 1t
expressed itself in prayer and confession. He prayed to the Lord and freely
and publicly, before his comrade in sin, before the blaspheming Jews confegsed
him as the Christ. His faith showed itself in love. He had a heartfelt pity
for his comrade. He rebuked therefore his sins and pointed him to the One who
had done no wrong and who atoned for all the transgressions of all sinners with
his innocent suffering and death, He proved his faith in patience. He did not
murmur over his suffering on the cross, he did not ask the Lord to help him.
from the cross but willingly surrendered himself to the punishment of death he
deserved, : .

' These are the precious fruits of faith which one finds on the tree of
life of all converted sinners: prayer, hearty devotion, couragcous confession
of Jesus' name which conquers all timidity and fear; love, pitying love which
wants to rescue the soul of his fellow-sinner, and therefore does not grow
slack in prayer, intercéssion, exhortation, reprimand; patience, which does
not detest the cross but greets it, conquers all temporal pain and tribulation
and waits for the eternal inheritance and the heavenly treasure. Truly, that
malefactor should be counted amdng the saints whose cxample we should imitate!

11.

However, how did the malefactor so suddenly become a saint? Whence
this powerful change? Secondly we want to notice how the malefactor came to
repentance, The disciples of Jesus had learned to believe becausc they say Je-
sus' glory. The malefactor saw Jesus' deepest disgrace and ‘humility at which
his disciples were offended, However, he saw and heard enough of Jesus which
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could ‘lead him to repent. As an Israelite he knew something of Israel’ ‘s hope,
of the prophecies of Scripture. Of course, until that day they had remained a
dead letter. Undoubtedly, he had also heard of the great things, the rumors which
filled the entire land of the Jaws, the miracles of Jesus of Nazareth. When he
was sentenced to death and was led to the place of execution, this great Prophet
was moved very :cloee, right under his eyes. He was led with him to the place of
execution, The malefactor had also heard the first earnest words of Jesus which
ware directed to the daughters, mainly the inhabitants of Jerusalem, that power-
ful threat of the judgment. As he thought upon the words, "If they do these
things in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry?" he indeed asked himself
the question: - If the inhabitants of Jerusalem and their leaders are dry wood
which must soon burn, what kind of a brand for hell am I?! Furthermore, he had
also been a witness of Jesus' crucifixion and he must have been amazed at how
patiently Jesus let all pain pass over him. He heard the great word from His
mouth, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." Then, as it were,
scales fell from his eyes; he said to himself: He actually is what the title
on the cross alleges, the King of the Jews; He is the one who should come;'Is-
rael's Messiah. The predictions of the prophets speak of a suffering Messiah.
Yes, indeed, he is right when he says ¢f himself: I am the Son of God, the Son
of the Father.  He prayed for the forgiveness of his murderers, his deadly ene-
mies; then he will have a few drops of grace left over also for me. Those
words of Jesus from the cross and the sight of the Crucified, which in itself
was a living sermon, awakened repentance, remorse, faith, love in the soul of
the criminal

We have and hear the same words, Imn the,Hord the crucified;Christ
is sketched before our eyes. We now know much more of this Jesus than the male-
factor, we have a clearer insight into prophecy and fulfilment. From our youth
we have learned about Christ, Sunday after Sunday the crucified Christ is. preached
to uae. Should not our hearts be truly awakened to remorse and repentance, to faith
to love, to love in return,. to thanks, to sanctification? Christ's Word, the
preaching of Chriet is the means of grace through which that criminal came to re-
pentance, through which the sinners on earth, gross criminals and the more refined
self-righteous sinners come. to the knowledge of the truth,

But had not also the other criminal seen and heard everything uhich
the malefactor on the right saw and heard on the way? He did not repent but
hardened his heart. That was his fault. Grace was offered richly also to him.
How did it happen that this one malefactor who was in the same condemnation
and acted just as wrongly and godlessly as his fellow was converted and believed?
That came only from the Lord. The Lord had looked at him as earlier he had
looked at Peter. Christ's Spirit, the Spirit of grace had made those words of
Jesus, the words of Scripture, the preaching of Jesus' cross alive in him, The
repentance of the malefactor is a work of grace, a miracle of the Holy Spirit.

‘Everytime a sinner, a secure, proud sinner repents it is the work of
the Lord's hand and Spirit. That we have known and confessed our misery, our
nakedness,: that we are sinners and have nothing whereof to boast before God; that
we believe in Christ, praise the Crucified in whom the world is offended; that
we, even though in great weakness, serve this King in holiness and righteousness
which pleases him; that we wait and hope for his eternal kingdom, that we must
thank only and alone God's mercy, the Spirit of Jesus Christ, the Spirit of grace.
He has placed the Word which we heard into our heart, made it alone in our hearts,
he has opened our heart, born us anew, However, through the Word, by preaching
the Holy Spirit carries out his work and office in ue. Hence we will not refuse
the -Word, gladly and diligently hear the preaching of Christ, so that our repent-
ance'will last and our faith be strengthened.
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: - Finally, we ponder the great promise which was given the repentant
malefactor. Jesus said to him, "Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be
with me in Paradise,” The petition of the malefactor, 'Remember me," did not
remain unanswered. The Lord remembered him in grace., He was still received in
grace, . Ever and again the Lord fulfills his Word, "Him that cometh unto me I
will in no wise cast out." Even if a poor evil doer comes to him at the last
hour and desires admittance and appeals to the grace, to the mercy of Jesus, it
will be opened to him. Yes, Jesus receives all sinners. This word of comfort
will be made known from the days of Christ's humiliation until that day when he
will return in great power and glory to sinners to earth, to malefactors and to
the honorable sinmers; till then it will be laid on their hearts.

The Lord also promised Paradise to the malefactor. To the poor sin-
ner vho had already begun to taste damnation, before he sank into the abyss
Paradise was opened. For that very reason Christ suffered on the cross so that
he might open Paradise to sinners., At Christmas time we praised and hailed the
little Child: ‘ ‘ ‘

He opens us again the door
Of Paradise today. (105,8)

But just through his suffering and the shedding of his blood did the incarnate
Son of God open the gates of heaven. To sinners on earth heaven, the joys and
glory of heaven now stand open. To poor sinners and criminals, who have lost
and forfeited 1life, who are not worthy to live on earth but are worthy of death,
who before they breathe out their last breath still flee to Jesus as they are,
as poor sinners and criminals worthy of death and desize only one thing from the
~crucified Savior, grace and mercy, instead of the torment and pains of hell
which they have deserved will be given to taste for Jesus' sake the delights
and Joys of heaven, the sweet manna of Paradise, the tree of life, the water of
life. Even now they shine before God in the dress of the righteousness of Je-
sus Christ and should and will some day come to honor with Christ and rule, re-
joice, and triumph in his kingdom., To poor simmers, who here until their last
breath must goran and suffer under the curse of sin, as the malefactor on the
cross will, when they are finished suffering, be opened the city with gates of
pearl and golden streets, their lamentation will be turned into a song. For
sinners, for malefactors and evildoers on earth the same holy, ungpotted, in-
corruptible inheritance is given and prepared which is a portion and the joy

of the holy angels.

"Today shalt thou be with me in Paradise,'" says the lord, "with mel”
With Jesus to whom in suffering and death the malefactor gave himself, should
he be in Paradise. That is the climax of salvation: fellowship with Jesus.
Those who here go with him the way of the cross, die to the world and sin, and
become like him in suffering will there be companions of his resurrection and
glory. To pardoned sinners Jesus is their One and All. Jesus the Crucified is
here their boast, glory; and song. The Lamb who was slain and sits upon the
throne is there the delight and feast for their eyes. The Lamb upon the throne
will feed the blessed and lead them out ‘and in to springs of living water.

"Today shalt thou be with me in Paradise," say the Lord, "today!" The
malefactor had prayed to the Lord to remember him when he came into his kingdom,
into his glory. Jesus gives him more than he asked for. This very day, on that
Good Friday he should enter with Jesus into Paradise., That also happened soon,
. after Jesus had spoken this word, Jesus took the soul of the poor criminal as

" "blessed bootv with himself 1ato Paradise. Yes. "blessed ate the dead which die



148~ 27th Sermon

in the Llord," in faith in the crucified Savior, 'from henceforth."” From hence-
forth, from'the moment they die they become blessed -from that hour, completely
bleased. In the moment that death seizes theém, when hell and damnation perhaps
still fripghtens them, in the very same moment/sihen -death closes his trap 1s the
goul free, free from the flesh, completely free from-sin, death, and devil and
hurries to its home, to the heavenly Paradise, 1is- carried by angels into Abra-
ham's bosom, into Jesus' lap. And when the Lord will some day come in his king-
dom, in his glory then also the body which\pere lnbored, suffered, and groaned
in the slavery of sin and was rubbed ﬂore by death will receive honor' and will
be wonderfully glorified fashioned like the glorified body of God‘s Son.

That promise which was glven the malefactor is given also to us. I
say unto you," 13 the way the Lord speaks, who in eplte of cross, suffering, dis-
grace, contempt had the might and power to open and close henven, the greatest
pover in heaven and on earth., Jesus Christ the Lord who was dead and behold he
lives. the faithful truthful Witness, the Son of the living God has given us

this most precious promise of all.  He can and also will keep and fulfill whﬂt
what he has promised us.

In order that we do,not doubt he'coﬁfirmed the promise of eternal life
with an oath, with a "Verily." When God's Son, when the living God swears by
himself, then the matter is true and certain. As certainly as we are sinners and
mnlefactors and feel sin in the flesh, so certain should and will we sinners be
saved. "Werily!" With special emphasis, with firm, joyous voice the Lord must
have spoken this word, "Verily, I say unto you, Today shalt thou be with me in
Paradise." That hour Whlch the poor malefactor will never forget in eternity
was for the Lord himself an hour of great holy Joy. That refreshed the suffer-
ing Messiah in his great pain when he washed the soul of this sinner with his
blood and thus prepared it for eternal life. The hour when this sinner repented
there was also’ joy in heaven before the angels of God. They are’ hours of joy
for the LoTd when he rescues a soul from ruin, Oh,’ that we on our part may not
deny the Savior’ thia joy: Amen. ’

FEET

261h SERMON

Matthew 27:45-47; 'Mark 15:33-35; Luke 23:44.45.

What took place on that Good Friday on Golgatha was crucial for the
entire exilstence of the world, for eternity, for the eternal lot of mankind,
That 18 also the reason why all the separate circumstances of that great story
are reported by the evangelists in detail. That 1is why the individual hours’
vhich indicate a progress 'in the suffering of Christ are given. It was about’
the sixth hour after midnight, six o'clock in the morning, when Pilate sen-
tenced Christ to be crucified., It was about the third hour after sunrise, nine
o'clock in the morning when Jesus was nailed to the cross. And about the sixth
hour after sunrise, twelve o'clock noon, the event took place which is related
in our text, 'And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over the
whole land until the ninth hour,” Mk 15:33. From twelve noon until three in
the afternoon a :hick darkness covered the whole land, that is, the entire world,
This was not the usual darkening of the sun, as happens in the course of nature
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when the moon comes between the sun and the earth. Such a darkncss takes placc
only at the time of the new moon. When Christ dicd on the croes, it wae the
time of the full moon. The Passover of the Jews always fecll in the tima of the
full moon in the third month. It wag an unusual, miraculoug darkness which our
text reporta. The sun lost its light, at God's command withdrew its raye of
light. This was the same miracle of Cod's omnipotcnce as when at Joshua's time
Cod commanded the sun to stand still for half a day, as when at the time of King
Hezekiah the sun went backwards ten degrecs on the sundial. According to the
testimony of antiquity this darkness waa notich in Egypt, in Asia Minor where
the stars were scen shining during the day, in Rome wherc‘this unusual event in
naturec was recorded in the state rccords. The sun became dark, and thus the
carth lay in darkness, Heaven and earth, as it werc, shuddered at man'Sfcrﬁélﬁy,
the Jews and heathen torturing the Lord of glory to death on the cross. Heaven
and earth sorrowed over the dying of God's Son, their Creator and Preserver.
This darkness, the terrors of nature pointed to that which at the same time took
place in the soul of the Crucified. This miraculous event which causes us to
shudder was, as it were, a picture of the nameless anguish which pressed the
groan from the Crucified, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"

"My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" In our text all the
stress lies on this word which the Redeemer shouted in the ninth hour. ‘That 1s
an amazing word into whose mysterious depths no mortal can look. Some who stood
under the cross, some Jews said when they heard this,. "This man calleth for Eli-
as." The prophecy of the Prophet Malachi concerning Elijah who was to precede
the Messiah and prepare the way for him was misinterpreted by the blind Jews to
mean that the old Elijah who died would return and announce the coming of the
Messiah, the coming of his glorious kingdom and rule. Those mockers played on
this, They wanted to see whether Elijah would come and show the suffering Mes-
siah at least this one service of love and take him down from the cross, This
was bitter ridicule, Christ had not called upon Elijah but on his God. "Eli,
El1," that is, "My God, my God." We dare not be surprised that thosc hardened
Jews did not understand the real meaning of the suffering Redcemer. None of us
can fathom the depths of this unique groan, "My God, my God, why hast thou for-
saken me?" Here we stand before an abyss. Meanvhile, 1f we stand still here
in prayer and ask for light from the Holy Spirit, we understand onc thing, how
from this horrible abyss comfort, blessing, grace gushes forth for the sinful
children of men. Therefore we now study: :

CHRIST FORSAKEN OF GOD

I. This is an Unfathomable Mystery. o
II. Yet from this Deep there Flows Forth Comfort, Grace, Peace for

poor Sinners.

I.

The cry of the Crucified, "My God, my Cod, why hast thou forsaken me?"
contains an impenetrable mystery. Here the Messiah complains to God of his mis-
ery in the words of Psalm 22, which has been written just for him. It was a
cry from the depths, a groan of an alarmod heart grieved to doath ascending.
heavenward. This word of the suffering Redeemer is proof of the fact that the
suffering of the cross did not pass without leaving a mark upon him, that he
felt most deeply the suffering of death, The eternal Word actually became flesh
and suffered in the flesh and the guffering of this time, even death,

And it was not the usual suffering of this age of which our text
speaks. Jesus cried, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" What he
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paid was the truth. He was forsaken by God. Jews and heathen had conspired
against him. He was a cléansing sacrifice for mankind, as Psal 22 says: a re-
proach of meén, and despised of the peoplo (v.6) The godless world does not
grant the Son of Cod, who visits them in grace, any abiding place on earth, It
rejects him. He therefore hung between''heaven and-earth. His friends, his: dis-
ciples had forsaken him., He himself had loosed the bond which united him with
his mother Mary and with his friend John. He had renounced the protection and
assistance of even the angels. And now he who was forsaken by men and angels
complains, "My God, my God, why hast’ thou forsaken me?" He was forsaken also

by CGod. GCod has surrendered him into the hand of the unrighteous, to the pain
of the cross. God had withdrawn his help and assistance from him. He there-
fore prayed after the manmer of the‘Psalmist,'"Why art thou so far from helping
me, and from the words of my roaring?” 'v.lb. Still more! God had also with-
drawn from him the light ‘of his -countenance, had withdrawn comfort, peace, grace
from his soul. He no longer dnswered him. He must therefore groan, "0 my God,

I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not; and in the night season, and am not
silent." V.2, He wan completely forsaken by God,

We have no conception, no idea of the ‘depths of this suffering. We
cannot comprehend what it means: forsaken by God. That is not the usual tor-
ment of this earth, not the usual suffering of this time. No creature, no person
on earth was ever in the strictest fullest meaning of the word forsaken by God.
Whatever lives and moves on earth lives and moves in God according to the word
‘of Scripture, "In him we live, and move, and have our being.” Here on earth
shines the countenance of God's grace. Eternal love goes after the lost child-
ren as well and seeks and entices and calls them back. Of course, the proud
children of men who harden' themselves against the voice of grace God finally
surrenders to their hardened mind and withdraws his Spirit and grace from them.
That must be a frightful condition of the soul, when the gracious countenance
of God 1s turned away from a sinner, Oh, that none of us will ever experience
that! However, all people on earth still live within the reach of God's good-
ness. God lets his sun rise on the evil and on the good, ond sends rain on the
Just and on the unjust. As long as the breath of 1life is in them, they all see
the goodness of the Lord inm the land of the living. It is-a'trial and a punish-
ment which extends over tiine ‘and the earth, which surpasses all the comprehen-
slon of men: God withdraws from any creature each and every light of his grace
and mercy, his patience and longsuifering, his goodness and friendliness. That
is the pain of hell, that is death, eternal death. 1In hell thgra is no more
any remembrance of God Into hell falls not one glimmer of tha light of divine
goodness. There one finds outer darkness. There the creature has lost all sup-
port, all peace of mind. There one finds nothing but howling and gnashing of
teeth, Where there is no grace, love, goodness, there 1is wrath,.:terror, gnash-
ing of- teeth. What one notices of God in hell is wrath vengeance, filery zeal.
Forsaken by God; that is the condition, the torment vf the devil.and his ac-
curded angels and condemned men. Our eyes, our thoughts are too dull and weak,
we cannot estimate this abyss, this death of death, eternal death, God grant
that none of us learns to know these depths of sSatanE

Forsaken by God is a numeless torment, an unbearable punishment even
for sinful, rejected children of men. The damned in hell strive against their
lot, of course in vain. But he who on Golgatha lamented over being forsaken by
God was a holy sinless person. He had done nothing wrong, had-done, spoken,
thought willed only what was godly, heeded God, ‘was obedient to his God even
to the death on the cross. This unique righteous man, this pious, upright man
vas now forsaken by CGod, by that Cod whom he had so faithfully served, whom he
had trusted his entire 1ife. The mark the punishment and torment of being
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forsaken by God made on the tender holy flesh, on the innocent, purc soul of
Jjesus, a soul dedicated and betrothed to God, we have not the least idea.

Yes, he who was forsaken by God was not only a righteous pergon, a man
in whom God was well pleased. lle was God's only Son.. God did not spare his
only Son but gave him up into the pain of the croas, into decath, into cternal
death. ©God's Son, the Holy Cne of God, he who is the reflection of his glory
and the image of his cssence in the dwelling of unclean spirits, in the place
which re-cchoes with curses and blasphemies, the Son of the Most High in the
depths of hell! What deep humiliation! The only begotten Son of the Father,
the Son of eternal love who is in the bosom of the Father, rejected by God the
Father cast away from his countenancc, under the wrath of the Almighty, struck
down by final eternal wrath which burns down into the lowest hell! Ah, words
and understanding fail us in order to comprehend aright this cry of the cruci-
fied Christ, "Why hast thou forsaken me?" We do not know what kind of suffer-
ing it was: God's Son who is in the bosom of the Father being forsaken by God.
We can only plainly and simply state the sentence and declare that it is the
truth because Christ himself has confessed it: God's Son, the eternal Son,
actually was forsaken by God, the eternal Father -- forsaken in the fullest,
deepest sense of the word, forsaken as the devil and the cursed are forsaken by
Cod in hell, During thosc three anxious hours when darkness covered the earth,
Jesus' soul was full of the night, darkness, and terrors of eternal death.

Jesus cried loudly and said: Why, why have you forsaken me? He
could not understand how it was possible for his God to forsake the Only Begot-
ten. This word, "Why, why?" discloses a new depth of suffering. 1In that hour
the connection of his suffering with his past life and his life to come, with
the purpose of his incarnation disappeared from the view, from the human con-
sciousncss of Jesus. God's counsel was for the moment obscured, as before in
Cethscmane when he prayed God that if it were possible the cup of suffering
might pass him by, What deep humiliation! The incarnate Son of God, the Cru-
cified who twisted and writhed on the accused tree was a riddle to himself!

Anxious and perplexed he asked: Why, why all this?

in the deepest humiliation he did not deny himself. He
epths of onc forsaken but he did not despair.
lutely nothing in common with his fellow suffers,
with the devil and the damned spirits. Even when he lay captive in the kingdom
of the devil no angry thought came into his soul, Rather, before he poured out
his anxious complaint and question before God, he said, "My God, my God. Eli,
El1i."” Thus his question and complaint was a prayer, a holy prayer and sacri-
fice, not the cry of alarm, not the yell of rage of a despairing soul. We look
. into new depths, into the holy depths of God.

My Cod, my God," this is a cry from the depths of hell. Otherwise
there is no remembrance of God in hell. Only that there one curses God, that
one screams, rages against God and gnashes one's teeth. That was the first
time, the only time that a prayer, a holy Cod pleasing prayer ascended to God
from the place of damned spirits, from hell to heaven: Prayer, invocation, a-
doration of Cod from hell: yes, this is a marvel which surpasses all thought
and comprchension. Christ who was forsaken by God still clings firmly to Cod,
to his God and Father. He did not let go of him even though he was forsaken.
That God who was angry with him he called his God, to whom he affirmed his love
and faithfulness. That was unique obedience, unique love and faithfulness which
surpasses human measure and understanding. o o ‘

, Only God, the cternal Son could speak thus, 'My God, my Cod,'" the Son
‘who was united with the Father .by etcrnal divine bonds, not only with.the bond
of love but with the bond of the same essence. Cod had actually forsaken his
Son, cast him to hell, left him to wrath, However, God's Son, the eternal God

Yet even
groaned and cried out of the d
- Otherwise he had nothing, abso
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and the bond of fellowship between the Father and the Son was stronger than death, ‘
hell, being forsaken by God.

At the voice of God's Son, "My’ God, my God," hell must become silent
‘and dumb. A prayer, a holy sacrifice to God IN HELL' That was proof that hell,
the fortress of Satan, hell with its malice, hatred of God and blasphemy, with ¢
ite rage, its howling and gnashing of teeth was overpowered. For a few hours -
Christ was in this state of being forsaken by God. Yet he needed but taste
eternal death, eternal wrath for only a moment and he had also forever and ever
conquered and destroyed eternal death. 'For he was the eternal God who is over
all who also wocks hell. With this cry, "My God, my God," Christ again raised
himself from the depths of hell, trampled upon hell and his Father, who foroook
was 80 much the closer and dearer to him. - . . :

" II.

Truly, we stand here as though before an abyes. However, from this
depth flows forth grace, comfort, -peace for poor sinners.,

We grasp and understand as much of Christ's mysterious WOrd from the
cross as is beneficial for our salvation and comfort. He who thus groans and la-
ments, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" appears at the close of Psalm
22 in the midst of his brethren, surrounded by children and children's children,
by a great number of people.: He entered in in the place of his brethren accord- B
ing to the flesh. He is the Substitute of mankind. He restored that which he
did not take away. This was Adam's fall - and sin: he left the living God who
had so highly honored him and so gloriously adorned him. This is the sin of bt
men: they have not thanked God as God but have changed the glory of the incor-
ruptible God into an image similar to corruptible man and birds and four-fotted
and creeeping animals., This is the sin of Israel, God's people, over whom God
groans, "They have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them
out cisters, broken cisterns, that can hold no water." Jer 2:13., This is our
sin: we have forsaken'God; the living God., ' We are by nature completely es-
tranged from God, without the knowledge of God, without fear and love of God, a
without trust in God, Our fleshly mind is enmity against God. If we look back
on our life, our commissions and omissions, we must confess: we are people who
have forgotten God,  All the love, faithfulness, care, goodness, grace of our
God which we have eXperienced from our youth we have repaid with thanklessness.
How easily and quickly our eyes and thoughts turn from God, from Cod's .counten~
ance, from God's Word and voice!l In the hour of trouble and danger we forget
God, our only refuge and protection. In the hour of temptation we let ourselves
be blinded and deceived by a perishable treasure, by vain delight and desire,
so that we lose sight of God, the fear of the Lord, God's Word and command,
That is the sin of us all. We have all gone astray like sheep, have forgotten
God the only Shepherd. We indced deserve that God would forget and forsake us,
cast us away from his presence, out of the reach of his goodness and love, out
into outer darkness. We have deserved death, hell, wrath, damnation. But now
Christ the faithful obedient Servant, the Son of God the Son of God's delight,
,entered in our place and has paid for our imprisonment, also'the imprisopment
of eternal death, By anguish, cries of alarm, groans, suffering did he pay- for
it. But also through patience and obedience. Even amid the anguish of hell he
"still trusted God, called upon Cod The chastisement lay on him, so that we
might have _peace. R ' '

t

" And Bo he was also taken from anguish and judgment, He confesses in
Psalm 22, "He hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the.afflicted;

neither hath he hid his faith from him; - but when he c¢ried unto him, he heard." ‘
V.24, " With the cry,~"My God, my God," he conquered all wrath, hell, damnation. %
And for our’ benefit’ He is our Savior and Redeemer.. He redeemed us from death '
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and the devil, from cternal death, from the torment and pains of hell., The con-
temporary cxegetes and teachers of Israecl in splite of the Lord's own confession
deny that Christ actually endured the punishment and pain of hell, Cod's Son ian
hell: to them that is an offensive thought. But in denying this they also rob
Christendom of the comfort that they are redaemed from the last, severest, and
bitterest fruits and rcsults of ain. Then hell at itn time can satill assert ita
claim on us, We believe that the Scriptures so clearly testify, even though we
cannot understand it, that Christ, Cod's Son drank also the cup of eternal
wrath. And for that very rcason we can also confidently boast: 0 death, where
is your sting? hell, where is your victory? B '

Because Christ, our Lord and Savior, the King of Israel was forsaken
by Cod, we know and believe that Gad will not foreake and reject us in eternity.
Now we can joyfully sing, "God hath forsaken none." Even when the cross and
tribulation conceal from our sight God's friendly countenance, we nevertheless
know that God remembers us, "Though a woman may forget her child, yet will I
not forget thee." Is 49:15. Even in death he remembers us, as he remembered
the poor malefactor, this brand saved from hell. For Christians death is no
more the gate to the other death but the gate to eternal life.

It 13 true, that one hears pious beloved children of God, earnest
Christians more often cry out and groan similarly, "My God, my God, why hast
thou forsaken me?' The temptation of the pilous is.that they at times indeed
think that God has forgotten them. They see and taste nothing of grace, light,
comfort in their hearts, Yet they do not murmur against God. They cry, "My
God, my God." 'Jesus, my dear Master,my dear Savior have mercy on me,"” And -
they also become aware that their calling, groaning, praying is finally heard
and after the dark night they see God's countenance shining, Meanwhile, what
the plous experience in the hour of temptation 1is only similar to what Christ
experienced on the cross. Christ was really and truly forsaken by God, When
Christians complain of being forsaken by God, it is only a delusion and imagi-
nation. In truth, they are not forsaken by God. It is only an illusion of
wrath, an illusion of hell. For by his bitter suffering and death Christ has
once and for all destroyed wrath and hell. Yes, indeed, over the abyss of suf-
fering, of being forsaken by God shines that eternal love with which God has
loved us and in the very face of hell and its terrors we Christians can boast,
"I am persuaded, that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principulities,
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is
in Christ Jesus our lord." Rom 8:38,39, Amen.

29th SERMON

Matthew 27:48.49; Mark 15:36; John 15:28,29.

Although Jesus Christ was indeed in the form of Cod, he made himself
of no reputation and humbled himgelf and became obedient unto death, He reached
the lowest degree of humiliation.when he had been forsaken by God for a short
while, when he was in anguish and judgment and in deepest anguish of soul cried,
"My God, my God! why hast thou forsaken me?" At that time his soul was sunk
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into the night of cternal death, then his soul was tortured by the terrors of

hell. His spirit was dimmed, benighted when he anxiously lamented and asked,
“lhy, why?" ' The eternal’ counsel of God which he fulfilled by his very auffering
and dying, vhich he announced in his very guffering was darkened to his:human-
consc lousness. But when he ‘said, "My God, my God!" he in the midst of wrath and
damnation grasped the hand of his God and Father, his eye- sought the countenance
of the Father which had hidden itself from him and found it again.

" When' Christ added the other word, "I thirst!" the darknecs had already
begun to depart. Rays of lIight from God's countenance had.apain fallen into his
soul. For our téxt expressly notes that Jesus knew that everything had been. ful-
filled, and that in order to fulfil the Scriptures he cried out, "I thirst!"
The counsel of redemption again stood clearly before his spirit, To be sure,
this fifth word from the cross, "1 thirst," does, on the other hand, show that
'his suffering, yes, his pains of hell were not completely gone. In that he
thirsted and groaned because of this great thirst and then nccepted the bitter
drink, he completed the measure of his suffering.

Being forsaken by God was the climax cf the Redeemer 8 torment of soul,
He had indeed suffered in his soul ""He-shall see the travail of his soul," Is
53:11, 1s what the prophet says. The soul-struggle in Cethsemane was the begin-
ning of his great Passion. And when he was betrayed by his disciple, denied by
the rest, sentenced by his nation, ‘and 'accused before the heathen judge, when he
was mocked and spit upon and cursed on the cross and blasphemed, his soul surged
and tossed, groaned ‘and bled. ' In the deepest anguish and pressure of soul, when
he was forsuken, rejected by God he had found himself robbed of all of God'
grace, all comfort. The burning thirst of the crucified Redeemer, on the other
hand, was the climax of his physical torment. His body was bound, wounded,
bruised, - scourged, tormented on the cross, and aftér several hours of the tor-
ment on' the cross the bitter pain had turned into that burning thirst which
pressed the groan from him, "I thirst." - And as the suffering of the Lord showed
itself in its great power and greatness about the ninth hour, so did also his
love, his love as Savior. We now wish to visualize his suffering, his- love in
the fifth word from the cross: - 3 :

I‘THIRST'

~ I. Thig Word Betrays the Bitter, Harsh Pains of the Suffering Redeemer.
II. This Wbrd also Testifies of the Great,. Ardent Love of the Redeemer.

P

- : . I .

The word, "I thirst,!” reveals the bitter, harsh pains of the suffering

Redeemer,

"I thirstl" that was a cry of pain, After several hours of pain on the
cross the burning, gapilng wound, the raging fever had gemerated a terrible thirst.
Those who have been seriously aick know ;from experilence that of all the physical
pailns heat, parchness, thirst 15 indeed ‘the most distressing pain. Jesus was
wearied and exhausted unto death. look at all the things he had endured since
the last evening. His suffering had increased from hour to hour, yes, from mo-
ment to moment., Hie physical pains, hils severe soul-struggle, finally, the great
loss of blood had taken all his strength. He no longer knew what to do, He had
to groan and say, "I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint;
my heart is like wax; it 15 melted in the midst of my bowels, My strength is
dried 'up 1ike a potsherd, and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws;. and thou hast
brought me into the dust of death," Ps 22:14,15. After his powers were drained
awdy he' lamented from great exhaustion’ and lassitude, "I thirst!" However we .
know' all this he ‘suffered for our béncfit., In order that we might be redeemed

-
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he came to the "end of his rope.," His life, his heart's blood, all his strengt! .
his last power he risked for our redemption and salvation, His bitter suffering
is our comfort, is our joy and refreshment.

The thirst of the Redcemer proves that God's Son actually became a man
and assumed all the weaknesses, failings, burdens, and sufferings of men. Nev-
crthelens, this thirst of the Crucified was not the uvsual suffering of this
time. Our text gilves a speclal meaning to what it rcports of the thirst and the
bitter drink of the Crucificd. It cmphasizes that also by this very progress of
suffering the Scriptures were fulfilled and the eternal counsel of God was com-
pleted. The burning thirst of Jesus Christ is a special, important part of the
work of redemption, This suffering 1s on the same level as Christ's being for-
saken by God, The pain of one dying who languished from thirst is a nameless
torment. When one has perhaps for a whole day under the burning sun panted and
thirsted and found not a drop of water in the desert and finally gives up his
soul from thirst and exhaustion that is the essence of all misery on carth., Yect
this torment is only a weak picture and prelude of the heat, the dryness, the
thirst by which the damned in hell are tormented. Thirst 1is also a hellish
pain., When the rich man was in hell and in torments, he lifted his eyes and saw
Abraham afar off and Lazarus in his bosom, he cried and said, "Father Abraham,
that he may dip the tip of his finger in

have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, : ,
tormented in this flame." Lk 16:23.24.

water, and cool my tongue; for I am

However, this prayer was denied him. :
The physical torment of the damned culminates in burning, unappeased

thirst as we saw that the highest degree of anguish of soul of the damned was
in being forsaken by God, . Because men have forsaken and denied God, the living
Cod they are forsaken and rejected by Cod, cast out into outer darkness. Be-
cause men have lusted for the evil,torment instead of pleasure will be poured
out to them in hell. During his whole life the rich man had turned his back to
God, despised Moses and the prophets. He therefore was separated from God and
heaven by a deep impassible abyss. All his days he had lived well and happily.
That he must atone for in hell by shortage, want, and thirst,

’ When Adam had tasted of the forbidden fruit his entire nature was
twisted, corrupted, poisoned, And this deadly poison, on the one hand enmity
against God, on the other the evil lust and desire, was implanted into the flesh
and blood of all of Adam's children. Evil lust 1s born into them, they have
sucked it in with their mother's milk, It always brings bitter fruits, Evil
lusts ruin men, as the Scripture says, and this ruin is eternal ruin, ‘He who
sows to his flesh and does the lusts and works of the flesh of the flesh reaps
eternal ruin. When Lust and gsin are finished they bring forth death, eternal
death. The lust of the flesh, the lust of the cyes, the pride of life: that
is the food, the pasture,the drink, the cordial of sinful men. Those who have
receilved their good things here on earth and have satisfied their lusts yill be
tormented in eternity, must there languish and thirst. ‘

And the damned in hell thirst not only for water but thirst for the
sinful joys and pleasures of this earth but must there do without them. Heaven
and the joys of heaven are closed to them., Not even the husks of this world
with which they satisfied themselves will be granted them, The evil lust, the
tickling of sin has remained, But not one drop of cooling for their burning
tongue will be granted them.. By an unquenchable desire which will never be ap-
peased will they be tormented. Here on carth this torment begins. All who
drink of the poilsonous springs of the lust of the world and the lust of the
flesh always thirst again; and the more they drink, the more unrestrainedly
they satisfy their evil desire, the stronger this thirst and longing becomes,
In feverish restlessness they are driven from indulgence to indulgence and find
no satisfaction. And this restlessness, this rising desire increases and ends

and is paid for .in hell. : : : , '
Alas, we also, we all have drunk of this water, from this evil spring
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which engenders only thirst, tormenting thirst; we also have often lusted for

" the evil thing and have given in to the flesh, to the wantonness of the flesh

or burdened our soul by excess and luxury. This wicked tinder works also in our
members and takes deep root in our heart. We must tear our heart out of the body,
if we would want to sweep out the evil, sinful lust and desire completely. Even
if we keep the members of the body within bounds, spirit and soul nevertheless
revel in evil lust. We are therefore by nature the children of death, wrath

hell., We have all deserved the pains and thirst of hell.

‘But behold, Christ took pity on our misery and wretchedness, He be-
came poor for our sakes and by his poverty, by the poverty and privation of his
life atoned for our want of moderation, pride, all our fleshly excesses and dis-
sipation. He was clean, chaste, unspotted, did not afflict God's eyes by one .
sinful thought; and though he might indeed have joy he endured the cross, yes,
the pains and thirst of hell in our place and atoned for the evil /lusts of men
and all the wicked works which have come forth from them and satisfied the pains
of lust, the torments and punishment of the fires of hell and instead of the tor-

ment of hell has earned and won for us pleasure, delights, and all the glory
of paradise.

«

Indeed, we Christians detect and lament over the bite of the fruit
vhich has impressed its traces deeply into our nature; we are indeed ashamed
vhen we really examine and inspect ourselves of Adam's shame, of the evil lusts
and desires which have forced their way into heart, blood, nerves, and all mem-
bers. We stand before God as unclean, Yet we know: this. inherited contagious
disease is atoned for by Christ's torment and pain by his terrible thirst. For
Christ's sake God considers the injury made good and in spite of our evil corrupt
heart looks in a gracious and friendly way on-us in Christ, Our sinful mortal
body is our daily burden. Yet we know: the body is also redeemed by Christ's
pains and cross and bitter torments of body.  We hope for a perfect blessedness
for body and soul, for the glorification of the body, But everything which is
to become green and bloom in CGod's kingdom must be reconciled. And we know:
our body is also reconciled since Christ sacrificed his body amid terrible pains.

The punishment of hell lasts to eternity. The damned must eternally
thirst and lack in hell and torment and to eternity receive- easing of their pain.
They languish unceasingly. That is the fearful earnestness of God's holiness

and righteousness, After the temporal delights of sin follows eternal reckoning
and punishment. Is that eternal punishment really canceled by Christ's pains
and suffering?' It was indeed a short time during which Christ languished and
thirsted in the fires of hell, But he who cried, "I thirst!" was the one to.
whom all the Scriptures and prophecy pointed, the promised Seed, God's Messiah,
who was to crush the head of the serpent, Cod's Son, Cod himself -the living Cod.
The 1living almighty God who satisfies every living thing, who makes the earth
fruitful ‘so that it produces plants for man, who feeds all the springs of the
earth, who brings on the clouds and causes it to rain upon the just and unjust,
who fills and rules heaven and earth, -he became a man and.now robbed of all the
help, all the comfort of the creature and languished from great thirst and no
human being is found on earth vho refreshes the Creator of the world with a lit-
tle drop of water., The Creator himself, the eternal Cod sprang into. the waves
of the pains of hell and in one swallow, with the one groan, "I thirst!' drained
eternal wrath to its very dregs. He is indeed infinitely greater than all
created things, than all the angels, than all the princes and powers of hell.
The torments of hell are exhausted, outweighed.. For those who are in Christ,
who cling to the crucified God-there is no more hell; in eternity they find
fulness of joy and pleasures at CGod's right hand forever more.,

» The last suffering which had been sent to the Redeemer was the bitter
drink which men offered him-in his great thirst., The word of Scripture was ful-
filled, "They gave me also gall for my meat, and in my thirst they gave me vinegar
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to drink." Ds 69:21. As hc so minerably cried out, "I thirst!" onc of them who
still stood under the cross ran and filled a sponge with vinegar which stood
therce in a vessel, placed the spone on a reced, a hyssop, and held it to his
mouth and gave him a drink. That was bitter mockery. This impudent deed of
this onc person was strengthened by the mocking: talk of thosc standing around,
"Let be, let us sece whether Elias will come and save him." Mt 27:48. They, as
it were, begrudged the Redeemer this bitter drink, Elias should come and help
him, But Jesus did also this last thing and accepted the vinegar, and thus
took upon himseclf all the mockery, ridicule, and thanklessness of the impudent
wanton world, atoned also for our thanklessness with which we have so often re-
paid him for his blessings. Yes, he truly was God's Lamb who carried the sins
of the world and did not push aside any sin of man which was laid upon . him,

II.

Because Christ willingly bore and suffered everything, this sacrifice
1s valued before God, . We are truly reconciled and redeemed. The word, "I
thirst!" and the willingness with which Jesus took and drank the vinegar testi-
fied particularly of the great ardent love of the Savior, : A ,

Everything which he suffered, also this last physical suffering, his
thirst, his pains of hell was a freewilling suffering. Because he wanted to
fulfill cverything, so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled, he cried loudly,
"I thirst!" He thirsted because he wanted to thirst out of love for men. As
he before easily controlled his hunger in the willderness so he could have now on
the cross controlled his thirst, held in in bounds by his omnipotence. But no,
he made himself of no reputation, let his omnipotence rest, surrendercd himself
to this human weakness, this painful suffering out of love to lost condemned
mankind. He wanted to drain off all torment and punishment, taste even the '
last bitter dregs of divine wrath; therefore he cried, "I thirst!" and with
this cry appointed also the bystanders to fulfil the prophecy of the prophets.
He longed for this last bitter drink, He hastencd toward his goal from which
he was but a step away. He longed for our redemption. His heart burned in holy,
divine love for his brethren vhose curse he had taken upon himself,

"I thirst!" This word points also to the thirst, to the ldngiﬁg of
his soul, From the beginning plous exegetes have understood it thus. He thirs-
ted for peace, salvation, and life, for the salvation of men, of sinners. . From
the beginning his food, his joy had been to carry out God's will for the child-
ren of men. If he could bless the soul of a poor sinner as the woman at Jacob's
well and offer that soul the water of life this was a refreshing drink for the
Redeemer. And because he knew that he should rcdeem and bless mankind by suf-
fering and dying he longed for the bitter cup. On the evening before his great
Passion, when he for the last time ate and drank with his disciples, he said to
them, "With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you." 1Lk 22:15,

Now the blessed hour had come necar when he himself would die as the true Pass-
over Lamb for the sins of the world. When he suffered the most severely, drank
the bitterest dregs of sin, of wrath, as he languished in hell, he cried loudly,
"I thirst'" I thirst and long for the salvation and lifc of mankind, His burn-
ing pain, his glowing thirst was a burning, glowing love as Savior, The Lamb,
the great friend and Savior of our souls said, "I will gladly suffer this, glad-
ly take cven the pains of hell upon myself so that the sinner will receive

eternal life."

‘Truly, this mighty love of the Savior which brealks through death and
hell is a fire which catches fire in the heart of men. Whoever truly ponders'
this love of the Redeemer,in him awakens a mutual love, thanks, zeal, ardor. Qur
Redeemer, God's Son staked his divine, his heart's blood, his life, all his
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ower, his last strength to redeem and save US; should we not let our salvation
cost s samething? Should we not love him, out oLy Savlor, from our heare and
raise and thank him? * More he does mot ask. o ?
gor our peace and life; he has prepared everytt"i“g f°rh“513"d Safs to us and
entices us: Come, for all things are now ready: Who 5h°“ not ﬁunger and

thirst for his grace, for the word of grace? - Here at the cross the water of

life wells forth which stills all thirst, which flows forth into eternal I}fe.-
Therefore, come all who are thirsty, come and drink, and buy without money!

Desire the pure milk of the Gospell Whoever drinks of this water, whoever opens
his heart to the love of the Savior, he out of love to the Savior denies all the
lust of the world and the flesh, he crucifies his flesh with its affections and
lusts, he has a loathing and horror of the stale joys of the world and the transi-
tory-delights of sin. Jesus, God's Lamb, the Bridegroom of our soul, He is his
delipht and joy and love. He who loves this Savior who first loved him consec-
crates body and soul to him; he also willingly takes the drink of vinegar, if
that should be, which the godless world offers him; for Jesus' gake he gladly
endures ridicule, mockery, thanklessness. He whose heart the love of the Redeemer
has set on fire faithfully follows the Lamb until the end and from then on heartily
yearns for the blessed eternity where -the Lamb will. give his own to drink with
pleasures as from a river. Amen. o

> w W e m = @ =

3‘Oith SERMON

John 19:30,

‘"It is finished;' thus Jesus spoke after he had received the vinegar.
These words were entirely different from what he said before: "My CGod, my God!
why hast thou forsaken me?" and, "I thirst!' Those were groans from the depths,
groans from one worried to death, a soul tormented by the pains of hell. "It is
~ finished!" that was a shout of joy, a shout of victory. ¥hat an amazing change
~1In a few moments! Shortly after Jesus cried, "I thirst!" and had received the
.8our wine, he said, "It is finished." In Psalm 22 which Jesus prayed in its en-
- tirety during those last, anxious, dark hours, lamcntation‘finally changes into
praise and thanks., The prophecy was fulfilled, While he still hung on the
€ross, Jesus was snatched from anguish and judgment, He dies on the cross like
a hero who retains his courage and victory. Like a hero he stands in the arena
‘who has done all things well and rejoices in his victory,

‘Jesus' words on the cross serve to clarify his intense suffering on
the cross which.to us seems Strange and incomprehensible. Each mnew degree of
suffering, every sotep forward in his Passion Christ indicated by a clear, con-
cise word, Now that he is at the end, he places a brief subscription under the
sum-total of his suffering which seds light into all.dark corners. "It is fin-~
ished;" with this word he. spans his entire Passion from the beginning to the
end; he already looks ahead to the very end, his death.. He himself would inform
the world on the meaning of his decath, And if he himself were to give such an
exPlanation, it, of course, would have to be given before hig death. Jesus ac-
cepts death, the end of his suffering as a de facto event and under his severe
suffering which he ended with his last breath, he affixes his great seal with
the words, "It is finished." He who suffered and died on the cross was indeed
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th¢ promiscd woman's seed. His heel was bruised, the ultimate end of which was
death. However, in that he died, whilst he prepared himself for death, he
crushed the 0ld Serpent's head and revealed himgelf ag the Savior of the world
We shall now plunge into the meaning of this gruot word:

IT IS FINISHED!
We wish to ponder three things:
I. What these Words Mean,

II. What Comfort we Derive from these Words,
IT1I., What Power Issues forth from these Words,

I.

First of all, we want to look at what these words mean. "1t .is fin--
ished!" thus the Lord cried out after he had received the sour wine, the last
bitter drink, after he had endured the last fearful test, the pain and torment
of hell, being forsaken by God and the burning thirst. After he had first tast-
ed the bitterness of death, yes, even eternal death, he considered his dying
something easy, the desired end to his torments. "It is finished;" with these
vords the Lord announces his end, the conclusion of his suffering, He had suf-
fered everything which had been ordained for him to suffer. He had suffered to
the end, he had fought the battle to the end. The gruelling battle was fin-
ished.

When with his disciples he started on his last journey to Jerusalem
vhich was to bring on his death, he had spoken of the cup which he would drink,
of the baptism with which he would be baptized, of the cup which no one else
could drink, of the baptism with vhich no one else could be baptized. Shortly
before his great Passion he said, "The prince of this world cometh, and hath
nothing in me." Jn 14:30. .

Now he had drained the cup to its bitter dregs, now he had received
the baptism of blood. He had withstood with his life's blood the prince of
this world who with all torments of earth and hell had taken the field againgt
him, He was unable to get the better of Him. He had gone through a bottomless
abyss of suffering without sinking and drowning. Thus he set his geal to the
end of his suffering with the victor's shout, "It is finished!" 411 the suf-
fering of his earthly life had terminated. No one else suffered gs he did. His
entire life was uninterrupted suffering. Now all things were overcome, .
finished,

With the end, with the completion of his suffering he had alse ful-
filled the purpose of his suffering. We know very well why the Son of man suf-
fered and died. The purpose, the mission of his life was to redeem the sinful
world, And it was through this very suffering and dying that he carried oyt
this work. He gave his life for the rcdemption of many. "It is finished;"with
these words Jesus wanted to say: the great work of the redemption, the galya-
tion of sinners is completed. Despite all obstacles which Satan, the cnemy of
God and man had laid in his way he succeeded. He did all thinpgs well,

Moses and the prophets had already testified concerning this great
work., All Scripture pointed to the Messiah, Christ, the Son of God, Especial-
ly the prophets and the Spirit of Christ, as Peter writes, testified beforehand
the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow, 1 Pet 1:11. of
this Jesus all the prophets testify that through his name all who believe on him
* should recelve forgiveness of sins. Acts 10:43. So then, with the word, "It
is finished," the Lord simultaneously announced the fulfilment of the Seriptur-
al prophecy. The prophecy is sealed, Scripture is fulfilled, A4l1 happened,



-160- 30th Sermon

' h was written of the Son of man.
i comple&ﬁ:twiiz p¥ophets had testified also concerning the future glory was

immediately fulfilled,.the fulfilment was hidden throughkfhg 2?ath Ef Chf%sﬁ.-

: he prophecy which was announced to mankind from the very be
In Seripture, in tie prob ! 1 counsel and loving will. Before
ginning of the world is reflected  God's eternal € 1L , r
the foundations of the world were laid, before heaven and earth, before man was
created, before men fell into sin, in eternity God already decreed the redemp-
tion and planned the great work of delilvering fallen mankind. Christ, the Lamb
of Cod was foreordained before the foundation of the world was laid, ; Pet 1:20,
With the word, "It is finished," the Son of God confirmed the fulfilment and com-
pletion of God's eternal thoughts. The decree of redemption was now,victoriously
and gloriously carried out. Just when it seeyed as if God's counsel and Vork,
which God wanted to carry out through the Son of man, would be defeated, Jusﬁ as
the few faithful wanted to despair of Israel's redemption, Jesus cried out, "It
is finished."

The redemption of the world 1s God's greatest deed which he has re-
vealed to. us, the greatest and most wonderful work which ever occurred on earth,
much greater and'more.gldfiouS'thdh the work of creation. When Cod created
heaven and earth in six days, he himself affixed the seal on his work and com-
pleted everything which, as the Scriptures say, he saw and testified that ever¥~
thing was good, very good.  And then the morning stars praised God, all of ng ;)
sons shouted for joy. Job 38:7, With what joy and satisfaction} with what in-
expressible delight must God have sealed and. completed this incomparably greater
work of redeeming fallen mankind: The word, "It is finished," is the testimony
of the eternal God: - Yes, everything is successfully concluded, everything is
good, very good, The word, "It is finished,” is God's seal on all his works.

The work of creating and preserving .the world would indeed have been frustrated,
that first testimony, "It is good," would have been brought to naught, 1f this
great yea and amen on Golgatha had not followed. As the Son of God, the Redeemer
of the world cried out into the world, "It is finished!" what.a shout of triumph
must then have risen on high! Then.all the heavenly hosts sang in full choirs,
Glory, glory to God in the highest! o

II.

The thing over which all the holy angels rejoice, in which God is de-
lighted is the salvation of .sinners. To.us, us applies the great word, "It is
finished.” Secondly, we will therefore consider, what comfort lies in this
word for us. To us, to us sinners has salvation come, for us salvation has
been won through Christ's suffering and death and by that great word, "It is
finished," this salvation is sealed., Yes, it is finished, we are redeemed.

We believe this and are absolutely certain that Christ has redeemed lost, con-
demned mankind,

We are delivered from sin and from the curse of sin. All of us have
experienced how deep and horrible the ravages of sin inherited from Adam are,
how heavily its guilt rests upon the conscience, how. grievously a single sin
and transgression can wound the heart, Sin causes anguish and pain, Who has
not felt the sting of sin?. And he who has been spared a grievously troubled
conscilence and temptation has nevertheless noticed throughout his entire life
that sin does not let the heart have any peace, Our soul is restless and is
-tosged to and fro because sin incites and goads us unceasingly, And it is use-
- less for a person to try to shake off this burden himself, through good intens
tions and good works try to rectify his failings and try to make amends for the
wrongs he had done; it is useless for a person to try to silence the evil con-
sclence by much .praying, calling, screaming, by his own wrestling and struggles.

Then we hear the word from the cross, '"It is finished." Through
someone else, through Christ all is finished, All sin has been disposed of,
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the accounting record of debt has been torn up, the curse erased, wrath atoned,
We are reconciled with God. God has forgiven us everything by which we have in-
sulted him, he no longer has a thing, not the least thing against us. Sin
which came into the world through Adam has been taken out of the world; the
barrier betwecn God and has has been removed. It is finished. Sin 1s abolish-
ed. In all our dealings with Cod sin has nothing to say. From now to all cter-
nity ve nced not pay a single penny of our debt. All has been paid, It is
finished, By one offering, by Christ's offering we are forever perfecteod.

Through sin death has come into the world. Death is an enemy, a ter-
ror to all the living. No living person can make friends nor establish peace
with death. Our entire nature resists it. Anyone who sees death merely from a
distance, anyone who himself has not yet been in danger nor has seen anyone die
has easy thoughts about dying. But he who has had a close brush with death or
has scen his loved ones die, he knows that the horrors of death, the woes of
death, the sorrow of death are unutterable anguish, A person thinks that he

could not endure it, the heart is going to burst.,.
But then we hear the word from the cross, "It is finished.” Death is

conquered. Christ has received the wages of sin, has paid it. Death has lost
its sting. Even though it still frightens and selzes man, it still is merely a
lifeless picture. Christ has tasted death for us and hence we are delivered
from the fear of death, hence we neced never experience personally what it really
means to die, Yes, it is finished, even dying is completely finighed. We are
born into this life of death, but since Christ has intervened and conquered
death, for us death in its true form 1is and remains an unknown woe. Only that
from a few insignificant experiences of the fear of death can we infer and sus-
pect vhat a dreadful evil death is and thus have the more recason to thank Cod

that we are delivered from death.

We are redeemed from the devil. The devil has the power of death,
By nature and birth we are in the devil's chains. Because we have all surrend-
ered to the devil's temptation, he has won a claim upon us. Uhen he accuses us
we must become silent. Oh, how dreadfully many Christians are still tormented
by the devil. ‘ :

But then we hear the word from the cross, "It is finished." The ser-
pent's head is crushed. The devil has lost the battle. The devil's kingdom
and authority and.dominion ended, when Christ cried, "It is finished." Now we
know that the devil lies when he still condemns us, and that he is carrying on
his usual game with us when he torments and assails us. He has no power over
us neither in-life nor in death nor after death.

It is finished. All our enemiecs are defeated, s8in, death, devil are
judged and overthrown. Righteousness, perfect righteousness which avails before
God, life, heaven, salvation has been won for us. There is peace on earth, and
good will toward men, That is: it 1is finished, all things are ready. The
wretched should eat and be filled, Your heart shall rejolce forever. VUhatever
we might wish, happiness and salvation for time and for. eternity, a salvation
which transcends all wishing and praying is now ready and is offered to us in
the Gospel. All wishes, sighs, yearning of the human heart are fulfilled, are

heard, All 1is finished.
I1I.

‘And thirdly, we will ponder the pover which proceeds from this Word.
It is finished, all things are ready. We need only accept and believe it, Of
course, he who does not believe goes away empty. Through faith we appropriate
to ourselves everything which Christ has gained and won for us by his suffering,

£
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dying, and bleeding. He who believes in him is righteous, is cleansed from all
gullt and crimes, is lord over death and the devil, and an heir of eternal 1life.
To be sure, ‘that faith which comforts itself in Christ's work and sacrifice is
not according to everybody's taste, Nor can we believe in Jesus Christ by our
own reason and strength., However, Jesus, the very one who completed everything
on the cross, is called and is also- the Author and Finisher of our faith,

And through this very preaching of the cross, through the office and
word of reconciliation faith is engendered, nourished, and preserved. 1If the
sinner who is frightened over his misery, who trembles in his bonds hears the
word, "It is finished," the wound is healed, the chains are snapped; he arises
from the dust and takes new courage, lets go of his anxious thoughts and worries
and trusts in that which Christ has done and suffered for his sake.

‘ Through the comforting word of the Gospel, "It is finished," the weak,
wavering faith is supported and strengthened. If we look to ourselves, to our -
sins ‘and weaknesses, we begin to tremble and despair. However, we turn our eyes
from our own works and walk and cling to Christ's work and merit and rest in’
the word, "It is finished." : ' :

And the more deeply we look into this pious mystery, "It is finished,"
all is completed, the more joyful and confident our heart becomes. Yes, now it
1s God's will that we believe and accept what Christ has done and completed.,

The greatest and best in this life is that we believe and persevere in- this faith
until the end. And in the ‘power of Christ and his sacrifice, in the power of
this word, "It is finished,”" we will finish it, : :

* " The Christian's faith shows itself in the sanctified 1ife. This also
is God's will, is the assignment of our life, our daily occupation; we are to-
live holy lives, rid ourselves of sin, and resist the devil., Whoever wilfully -
serves sin or still obeys the devil cancels Christ's work for himself; he loses
grace. To be sure, it is most difficult to deny sin and the world and the lust
of the world, Time and again we will be overpowered by sin and the devil., How-
ever, in.the power of Christ and his sacrifice, in the power of the word, "It is
finished," we can carry on the struggle and be .the victor. He who firmly be- .
lieves, "1t is finished," I am delivered from sin and the power of the devil,
struggles to his feet, tears off the bonds of sin, the temptations of the devil;
he again and again conquers the evil with the good. o S

A Christian who believes in the Savior shows his faith in all kinds
of good works., God's will is that we £ill out our lives with the fruits of
righteousness, that we faithfully tend: to our calling .and serve Cod in it, that
we show love to our brethren and spread Christ's kingdom on earth. .In the power
of Christ and his work, in the power of the word, "It is finished," we can ac-
complish it, Whoever rejoices and comforts himself in the sacrifice and merit
of Jesus Christ, his completed work, his reconciliation and redemption is willing
to bring rich offerings of thanks and ‘love, he is delighted to serve God and do
God's will to his brethren.. : . : S

The faith of the Christian shows itself by patience. Scripture pre-
scribes our way also: through suffering to glory. Here below we must suffer
much., We must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God., And:
Christ's suffering and dying and great patience, which carried everything out
victoriously to the very end, strengthens our patience, so that for Christ's sak
we endure everything. He who firmly believes that Christ has completed: every-
thing, that he is reconciled to God by the death of his Son knows and believes
that cross, suffering, adversity is not wrath and punishment but pure love and
grace, and gladly surrenders himself to Jesus' easy yoke., Whoever in faith is
Certain that Christ has completed everything and earned life and salvation,
knows and ig certain that all suffering at last changes into glory; he sees
the crown which beckons after the conflict,- and confidently sets upon his jour-
ney: - through suffering to glory. ' : : : T

Yes, Christ's work and sacrifice, Christ's word, "It is finished," is
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the light and power of our life, of our labors, of our paticnce. 1In his power
we vill also complete it. DBecauge he has completed 1it, we will algo complete
oura and at the end of the journey will joyfully cry ouk, "I have fought a good
fight, T have finighed my courpe, I have kept the failth; henceforth there is
laid up for me a crown of rightcounncnu.“ 2 Tim 4:7.8. May God through his
loly Spirit impress this pgreat word, this seal of completion, "It is finighed,"
deeply upon our souls, go that we will know and experience in life and in
death: It is finished, Amen,

st SERMON

Matthew 27:50; Mark 15:37; Luke 23:46; John 19:30.

The words of our text before us announce the death of Jesus, The
last word of the Lord from the cross was, "Father, into thy hands I commend my
spirit." That was the cry of a dying person. With these words he gave up his
spirit. Yes, he finally died. When one of our loved ones falls sick unto ‘
death, we still hope to the last moment for a change for the better. Not till
then may we belicve that he is dying until the fact which we feared has happen-
ed. And even vhen the loved one lies dead before us, we can scarcely grasp 1it.
We think we decelve ourselves. Jesus' faithful disciples, as they themselves
testified after his resurrection, had hoped to the last that he should redeem
Isracl. Their hope was connected to the physical life of Jesus. They had
hoped to the very end that he would still perform a miracle and before the eyes
of his foes descend from the cross. This did not take place. His bitter, pain-
ful suffering ended in death.

Yes, Christ died according to the Scriptures. 1 Cor 15: 3. Christ
nust suffer and die and thus enter into his glory. This was the eternal coun-
sel of God, Thus it was foretold, .The first promise, which announced the Re-
deemer to the fallen first human pair, already pointed to the death of the De-
liverer. ' The serpent should bruise his heel. The prophecy of the 01d Covenant
reached its highest point in the announcement of the suffering of the Messiah,
Isalah spoke of the servant of CGod who was to be obedient unto death, The end
of his pains and torment he describes in the words, '"He hath poured out his
soul unto death,” Is 53:12, Christ's entire life aspired toward this goal:
death. Christ preached the Gospel, gathered disciples from the people of Isra-
el through his Word, revealed his glory to his.disciples, and taught and in-
structed them until they beliecved and knew that he was the Christ, the Son of
the living God, After they knew this he led them a step.further Dnd spoke with
them of his last days, of his suffering, dying, and rising again. The apostles
of Jesus Christ preached the death of Christ in their letters and built the
whole Christian faith upon it and showed that the death of Jesus wag thc salva~
tion of the world., And thus for the past 2,000 years the death of the Lord {is
preached in the Church and extolled and praised by Christians, The Son of man
came to save the souls of men. And it was by his death that he delivered them,
The Scriptures testify that in his death Samson, the judge and deliverer of Is-
rael, wrought greater deliverance when he pulled down the temple of the Philis~
tines than during his lifctime. So through his death Christ ‘has. brought us
salvation. Now we apeak of .
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THE DEATﬁ OF IHE SON OF CDD
He say: | | |
1. Christ Truly Died,

111 Hovever, His  was a Miraculous Death
II1. Through the Death of God's Son Salvation has Come to us.

I.

Christ truly died. It was a true, natural death. Christ actually
died. With the words which the death of the children of men 1s usually described,
the Gespel announces the death of Jesus. 'He bowed his head and yielded up
the ghost. He gave up his ghost, his spirit, A He gave up his spirit. He com-
mended his spirit into God's hands," His was a real dying, His head bowed, his
cheeks lost their color, his eyes faded, his lips turned pale, the pallid power
of death covered his countenance, Those who saw him die became aware of 1it. -
Yes, now this is the end., He has ceased living, ceased suffering.

He did not die in a room, not in silence and lonesomeness. He died
openly before all the world, Jews and heathen were witnesses of his death.
Lifted up on the cross, he breathed out his spirit. And he cried loudly, "Father,
into thy hands I commend my spirit." Mankind was to know what now happened. He
himself made known his death. The death of Jesus of Nazareth i3 an assured,:
guarranteed fuct. Christ truly died. » i

Christ became like his brethren in all things, He was like them in
life. He was like any other person and was found in likeness as a man. What
people usually experienced and suffered on carth also came to him. He hungered,
thirsted, he was often tired, his soul was often sorrowfu1.~*So‘he was like his
brethren also in death. He went the way of all flesh ‘ :

" 'He truly ‘died. He yieldcd up his Spirit the Spirit departed from his
body, That is death: separation of body and soul., The soul leaves its dwell-
ing, ,Ah, for a mortal man it is a painful hour, a hard blow, when the bond which
united bOdy ‘and soul which had been tied by the Creator himself is severed,
vhen the soul ig wrenched from the body and the soulless shell then falls pnle
and stiff to the ground and sinks into the grave. ' That happened also to Christ.
The bond of body and soul was loosed. Only that Jesus had before his death al-
ready tasted the real sting, the bitterness of death. Yes, he ‘truly died,

‘11.

Howcver, his was a miraculous death., Although Christ .actually, truly
died in the manner of all the children of men, yet his death was different from
the death of others, A4s it 15, there is a differencc between the death of the"
riBhteou.. and the death of the godless. The godless, as the Scriptures say, are
carried away like cattle. The righteous who die commend their spirit into God's
hand. Those who seec a ripghteous person dia say: Let me die the death of this-
righteous person. ‘Of a truth, he who died on the cross on Golgatha was not a
criminal, He was a plous man, That even the heathen centurion who was at the
cross krew and confegsed, He died with Cod, -His last cry was a cry to God.

He comforted.himself in God his Father, That God, who forsook him for a small
moment, he now calls Father. He died in faith and trust in ‘Cod. To him he -
commended his spirit, He died with God's Word, As$ he died a word from Scrip-
ture, a word from the Psalms, crossed his-lips, "Into thine hand I commit my
spirit." Ps 31:5, In his death throes he prayed through Psalms 22 and 69,

God's Word accompanied him in death., Yes, he died the death of a righteous person,
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And yet Christ's death was different also from the death of other pi-
ous and ripghteous pcople. He died, as Matthew and Mark report, with a loud cry.
Dying, he still cried aloud, "Father, into thy hands I commend my apirit." That
was astounding, unusual. Usually a dying person gives up higs tired soul with a
weak, soft groan., He has no more power to opeak and cry aloud. Death enters
because one's powers fail, The powers of life fode away; that is why the pulse
stops and the heart ceases to beat. v ,

Christ did not die from exhaustion. He was not killed by his count-
less, unutterable pains. No, cven as he died he still had and showed his power.
Thore was still life in him. He could indeed have halted death, yes, held it
back completely, He had the power and might to conquer all the torment of
death. He did not die because he had to. die. He died because he wanted to die.
It is said of other children of men, ''All men living are but mortal." Jesus
wanted to die. He testified of himself, "I have power to lay it dowm, and I
have power to take it again." Jn 10:18. Later, he also took his life out of
death. Hence, it was his free will and decision that he give up life and die.

We are not the lords of our life. When our hour has come, then it °
is true: so far and no further! We cannot ad one inch to the length of our
life. Christ was a free Lord of his life. And so, entirely different from
other men, he gave up his spirit while in full possession of his own power and
placed it in God's hands. We indeed say, and rightly so, for the Scriptures
also say it: Christ died according to the flesh. The Jews and the heathen are
But he willingly surrendcred himself into the hands of sin-
1so allowed suffering and death to touch and
body and soul, the ties which hold
his free deed,a great miraculous

Christ's murderers.,
ners and after he had done this a :
wound him, He himself unloosed the bond of
body and soul together. Christ's death was
work of Jesus Christ.

And as such he himseclf announced, lauded, and glorified this great
work with his last word on the cross, "Father, into thy hand I commend my spir-
it," That was the cry of a forerunner, Usually, a herald announced a deed
which his lord intended to complete, Christ made known his ovn work, his death

to the world. In the sense in which Christ prayed that word of the Psalm can no

other person imitate it, He took his spirit into his hand, according to his

will, after his power and placed it into the hand of his Father, He gave him-
self to GCod. He offered himself to God, His death was an offering, a self-
sacrificing offering, an offering of his will, his free love.

It was an unusual, miraculous death. In a unique sense Christ called
God "Father," in a sense as no other person, no righteous person can call Cod
Father. He was indced the only begotten, eternal Son of God, himself God by
nature, begotten of the essence of the Father. During his entire life Christ
professed to men that he was Cod's Son. After he began. his great pagssion, he
still confirmed this confession before the Sanhedrin by his holy oath. With
this confession he died, That God to whom he commended his spirit he calls’
Father. Hence, he who died on the cross was God's only Son.

Just because Christ was God's Son he had power over life and death,
pover of his own living and dying. "Accordingly, we speak of the death of God's
Son. The Son of God died. The Son of God became man., The Word was made flesh.
Cod's Son took the human nature into communion with his person, and thus he ap-
propriates to himseclf that which man has, Thus hig suffering and dying is also
his own suffering, his own doings, sufferings and acts of God's Son. As the
life of Jesus of Nazareth draws to its close, we look into the astounding, bot-
tomless depth of his person, the person of the God-man. We cannot comprechend
it, yet we say and sing, "0 sorrow drecad! God's Son 1s dead." The eternal Word
God's Son vho has 1life in himself, who with the Father and the Spirif alone has
immortality, who gives and preserves life, who alone can deliver from death,
becomes a man and dies, God's Son united, wedded himsclf to the flesh and blood
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of the children of men. ' - ' i '

And this union is indissoluble. Now God's Son is and remains man into
all eternity, This Jesus Christ 1is and remains the God-man, did not stop being
the God-man for a moment even in death, Body and soul were separated, But the
bond vhich united the human nature with the divine nature of Christ was not
broken. Even in death God's Son was and remained united with the body, which
then was taken from the cross and laid into the grave, and united with the soul
~which he himself had placed into God's hands, This is one of the depths of di-
vine wisdom which our human eyes cannot penetrate. Because the body which was
carried to the grave was God's holy corpse, it was not possible, as the Scrip-
tures say, that this body should see corruption and be forever held by death.
Because he who died on the cross was God's Son, Christ was also made alive and
now lives forever in glorified nature before GCod, Here are bounds at which we
must stop, which our searching, thinking, and speaking dare not cross, We are
unable nor do we want to explain and describe more closely what according to
Scripture we have briefly stated and confessed. However, this does not end our
Lenten meditation, Over this bottomless depth, "God's Son 1is dead," hovers a
sweet, blessed 1ight. We will still look into this light and feast our eyes.
We say finally: ' . ' ’ '

ITI.

~ Through the death of God's Son salvation has come to us, It 1is an
amazing but saving death, a healing death, That is clearly revealed, That we.
understand. From this spring we draw salvation, comfort, grace, peace, power
and strength for life and death, for time and eternity. We know: Christ, God's
Son, died for us, He gave his life for the redemption of many. He died for us,
In our stead. If one died for all, then all died. 2 Cor 5:14. Scripture says
this.  Since the eternal Word became flesh, since God's Son assumed the human
nature, he entered in the likeness,in the place of the children of men. For us,
In our stead did he fulfil the Law and yield obedience, for us, in our stead did
he suffer and now also die. He died the death of the children of men, our death.
He truly died as men die. We died in him. What he von, worked, and earned by
his death belongs to us. '

We men had to and must die because we have sinned. Death is the wages
of sin. Through Adam sin and death has come upon all men. We all stand under
the verdict, "In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." Gen
2:17..:AL1 of us bear the image, the nature of fallen Adam, All of us have eate~
en from.the:forbidden fruit, have lusted for wicked things, have done evil. Ve
have forsaken God, the living fountain. And outside of God there is no life.
Therefore we must all die, = a A

'~ However, Christ, God's Son died for the ungodly, Rom 5:6, He was -
delivered for our offences. Rom 4:5. He died for our sins, ' 1 Cor 15:3. Scrip-
ture testifies to this, In and with his death he has choked up sin, the source
of death and all misery, chopped off sin the root of death and all evil. He
died our death, the death of the sinner, He received the wages of sin, He truly
died in the manner of the sinner. If one died, then all have died, Then in and
withAhim we, as the Scriptures testify, are dead to sin. He who is dead is
freed fronm 8in, Rom 6:7.11, We have nothing more to do with sin. 8Sin has no
claim upon us, We are now rid, freed, released from all sin, guilt, and mis-
deeds, Christ died; he died the death of the righteous. He was righteous and
holy from birth and kept this holiness and obedience until death, The righteous
died for the unrighteous, 1 Pet 3:18. Thus we are now rightecus before God
through the death'of this righteous Man. ' :

: Yes, we are reconciled with God through the ‘death of his Son.. Rom 5:10.
Sin had scparated us from God. This partition has been torn down through the -
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flesh of Chrigt, through his suffering and death in the flesh. Christ has rec-
onciled us in the body of his flesh, through death. Col 1:22. Thus we have
come close to God, are united with God. God Lecame man in order that he might
lead fallen mankind back to God, man who had slipped from his hands, and reunitc
them with God. And it was through his death in the flesh that he attained this
goal. Through the veil of his flesh, through his death he entered into the holy
place to God (lichb 9:11,12; 10:20) and took us with him into it, When he died,
he, as the Redecmer of sinful men, cried aloud, "Father!" .

And the Father of Jesus Christ is now our God and Father, is fond,
affectionate, and reconciled to us through the death of his Son, and now loves
us as a father loves his children. Christ's death was his own wiLl, his deed,

a free-willing sacrifice, This sacrifice was pleasing to God. God accepted it.
Christ's death was a sweet incense to God. . e

And since he once offered himself for us, God 1s now fond of us in -
the beloved, Yes, God is reconciled, completely reconciled, UVhat lies in the
scales is the death of God's Son, God's pains, God's death, God's blood.

Through them all the guilt of the godless world is completely outweighed. God's
Son dicd. God himself is dead, Christ remained what he was even in death; he
vas and remained the God-man. He was not overpovered and conquered by death.
His death is not a destruction, Christ's death did not harm this holy person,
the person of the God-man., Rather, because of this person this death received
eternal, everylasting worth, Through his death Christ, CGod's Son, found eter-
nal reconciliation and redemption. Heb 9:12. Certainly, we are reconciled -

with God through the death of his Son.

we beliecve and trust God our heavenly Father in 1life and
in death; we are not afraid. We have confident courage before God. Nor are
we frightened at death. Because of sin men must be its slave their entire
lives through the fear of death. However, because Christ, God's Son now died
for us, we no longer fear death, hell, and the devil who has the power of death.
We now go joyfully through this 1ife, cven though we knqw that in the end we
cannot escape -death. The death of God's Son is the power and comfort of our
death, Through him we are righteous before God and now we also die the death
of the righteous, We can die as he died. UVhen we die we speak Cod's Word, es-
pecially the word of Christ's suffering, blood, and death. When we die, we -
pray to our God and Father. We pray as already so many thousands of pious have
prayed on their deathbed, "Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit,"and ‘add
the words of the Psalmist, "Thou hdstvredeemed me, O Lord God of truth." Pg
31:6. We die believing and trusting and in death place our souls into Cod's
hands, into the hands of our Redecmer as a precious chosen‘pledge,. There it is
cternally sheltered and safe. In the power of Christ's death we find through
death the way to God, the way to cternal life. As long as we live and suffer
here below, we in prayer daily commend our souls to the faithful Creator and

Father.

And so now

That what really makes death bitter, Christians taste and expericnce
before death during this life. For it 1s God's will that we during our life
here below die to sin, mortify the flesh, deny the vorld, And that we can do in
the power of the death of Jesus Christ. Through faith we are partakers of his
death, In the power of the death of Christ, God's Son we die to sin every day
and mortify the members which are on earth, and thus in the course of time die
to this world. We reckon ourselves to be dead to sin and the world., Rom 6:11,
Through the death of God's Son also the power and dominion of sin is broken.
Through him we can rule and be victorious over sgin. Thus every day we carry the
death of the Lord Jesus about with us,

Christ, God's Son has redeemed, purchased, and won us for himself by
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his death. Now we-are his own, he 1s our Lord. Christ died and rose so that

he might be Lord of the living and the dead. Rom 14: 9. He died for all that
they vho live should not henceforth live unto themselves but unto him who died
for them and rose again., There is one Deliyerer who has helped us out of death
when we feel bound for 1ife. Christ, od's Son died acecording to his free will,
at his owm discretion, out of free love.‘ Out of free love he gave his life for
us into death. Greater love has no one, than when one dies for his foes, for the
godless, And through this love he has chained us to himself. Then let us live
for him vho died for us. If we live, we live 1in the Lord; 1if we die, we die
in the Lord, Therefore, living or dying we are the Lord's. |

Christ died for all. " That we have heard often. But sad to say, many,
" the majority despise this great word, this precious Gospel of the death of God's
Son and remain in death, Oh, that we may know it correctly! Oh, that the death
of God's Son is not in vain for any of us. Amen.

3%@559/\4@_}\/

Matthey 27:51-56' Mark 15:38-41; Lk 23:47-49,

e have meditated upon the suffering and death of Jesus upon "the
cross. OQur _present lenten text reports what happened directly after the "Lord's
~ death. | They were great astounding things.” Thé veil in the temple tore, the

earth. quaked the rocks aplit the graves opened and gave up their dead. The

Jews and heathen who stood under the cross were suddenly of anothér mind, The
centurion who led the Roman guard, and. the soldiers who were with him, who first
had tormented, mocked, and nailed him to the cross, prayed to the ‘'very one whom
they crucified Many of the Jews who "at first joined in Crying; "Crucify! Cru-
cify him!"  beat their breasts and regretted their crime. And those faithful
diaciples who_had followed Jesus evén to Golgatha stood at a distance and vere
amazed at, all that which ‘they saw and heard,

. All this, houever, vag the result, the effect, the imprcssion of the
amazing death of Jesus Christ, At the very moment when Jesus departed wvith a
loud cry, "Behold, 'the vell in the temple was rent in twain." This ‘was a direct
result of Jesus® death . Of the centurion and the Roman soldiers we read in our
text, "Now when the centurion, and’ they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw
that he 30 cried out, and the earthquake, and those things that were done, ‘they
feared greatly, and glorified God.” The same thing is reported of the Jewish '
people, "And all the people that came together to that sight, beholding the
things vwhich were done, smote their breasts and returned,"
Ported that the women who followed the Lord saw all this,

Hence the great eventa which had just occurred had wade such a powerful
imPressiOn on the people. A miracle of God is reported here. God, the Almighty
interfered and rattled the pillars and foundations of the earth and made the dead
alive. That Jews and heathen, the murderers of Christ were ¢onverted to Christ
happened thrOugh the power and workings of God. God the Lord made himself known
through his powerful sign at the death of him who had departed on the, cross.' He
testifiaed thereby that this was his beloved Son in whom he was well pleased

and that he made this Jesus the crucified both Lord and Christ for the entire
world,

It is expressly re-
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The story of the suffering and death of Jesus ia the greatest story
which ever happened on carth, This great cvent divided the history of monlkind
into two parts. The timec of the 01d Testament wag gonc. A new, the New Cove-
nant had downed. The sinners of the world, a pecople from the Jews and heathen
who unanimously, from onc mouth praised God now gathered about the cross of Je-
sus. The death of Jeous made the dying world alive again. A new breath of
lifc passed over the cursed vorld, yes, life out of death. The death of Jesus
worked mightily backwards and forwards (in time). Even in the story of the 0ld
Covenant its traces arc marked. The saints of the Old Testament, who hoped in
Christ, had alrcady found a blessed ecnd through Christ. They now became, in |
part immediately after his death, partakers of his resurrection and glorifca-
tion. When we pondered the suffering and death of Jesus, we dealt with the
meaning, fruit, and results of his Passion, his death on the cross, And what
happened directly after Jesus' death explains the unusual death of this unusual

righteous Man. Hence, we now ponder:

THE MIGHTY RESULTS OF THE DEATH OF JESUS

I. On all Creatures, .
II. On the Hearts of Sinners,:
111. On the Souls of Belilevers.

I.

We learn from our text of the powerful results Jesus' death had on
all creatures, Jesus' death affected all nature. When Jesus had died with a
loud cry, the earth quaked, the rock split, graves opened. All nature quaked
and trembled to its innermost foundationms. Secular writers also tell of an
ecarthquake which about that time frightened people in the east and swallowed up
villages and cities, All creatures, as it were, sorrowed over this death and

were frightened at this great cvent. : - :

This miracle of God had meaning. It was to indicate that there was a
relationship between all creatures and the One cruclfied on Golgatha, that this
Jesus was the Lord and Creator of all things, the eternal Word through whom all
things were made, that the Departed is the Judge of the world before whose
countenance heaven and earth will some day tremble and disappear.

What we comfess is true: Oh sorrow dread! Our God is dead. It is
God the Lord, the living God who with a loud ecry departed there on the crosgs,
That is why all nature, even the kingdom of the dead, is agitated and upset. We
have believed and known that this Jesus Christ, David's Son of Bethlehem, 1is
God's true Son. That is our Christian falth. And his death has not destroyed
this faith, Rather, the story of his death only serves to strengthen and seal

our faith.

‘ Because of the powerful, quaking and trembling of the earth, the veil
in the temple also tore from top to bottom. This event is consistently report-
ed by the evangelists, That also did not happen by accident. That also was a
meaningful sign. That colorful magnificent veil in the temple separated the
Holy from the Holy of Holies. In the Holy of Holles, behind the veil the Lord
Sabaoth was formerly enthromed in a cloud on the cherubim of the ark. However,
this throne of the Lord was concealed from the people of the Old Covenant, The
vell indicated that at that time the way to holiness had not yet been opened.
Heb 9:8. The priest who offered sacrifices in the court and burned incense in
the Holy part could not cleanse consciences from their sins by these earthly,
material sacrifices. And even when Israel's high priest entered once a year
through the vell into the Holy of Holies and sprinkled the blood of the recon-
ciliation on the mercy seat in order to atone for the guilt of the people every
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year, he had to repeat this sacrifice every year and always sacrifice anew for
his own and the people's sins to Bhow that the perfect sacrifice had not yet
come; Heb 10:1-4,

But now Christ, the Son of the 1iving God, the great High Priest had
tome and through his own blood had ‘entered into the Holy of Holies and appeared
before God and thus had found an’‘eternal redemption and with it forever perfec-
ted those who are sanctified. Heb 9:12; 10:14, In the moment when the great
sacrifice of reconciliation had been completed upon Golgatha, upon the altar of
the cross, the veil in the temple' tore., Thus the barrier which still separated
the sinner from God had fallen, By means of that visible veil in the temple
God wanted to testify that now a new living way was prepared, Heb 10:20, .that
tthugh the blood of Christ the Holy of Holies above was opened, that sinners
now have free access to God, Sin was atoned, CGod reconciled. Therefore, we
can now draw near and step before God with full assurance, free from an .evil
conscienca., Heb 10:22, We need no other priest and sacrifice. We ourselves
are priests before the Lord. We have free-access to God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, The Holy of Holies, heaven is open to us, wide open. The veil tore
from top to bottom. Whoever wishes can enter through the wide open gates.

A further result of that powerful earthquake was this: the graves
were opened and many of the bodies of the saints yho slept arose and left the
graves after the resurrection of the Lord and came into the holy city and ap-
peared to many., Thus many of the Old Testament saints who previously had hope
in Christ and rested in their chambers were made alive at the time when Christ
died on the cross. Who these saints were and how many is not told us, Nor is
there any profit in musing upon this and guess who they weré. After Christ had
risen at Baster they also stepped out of their seclusion and showed themselves
in Jerusalem, the holy city and appeared to many., Many disciples of the -Lord
who earlier had seen the lord himself; the Resurrected also saw those saints
who had left their graves and told this amazing event to others, However, those
resurrected saints no longer had ‘their life, their walk here upon earth. Only
momentarily, here and there they appeared to the living. Now they live with
Christ the lord in whom they hoped, live before God in a new way and life, in a
glorified body, then also ascended with Christ into heaven and became partakers
of his heavenly glory.

That is an authentic event. And through this event the fact is well-
founded that through the death of Christ, Cod's Son death had lost its power.
Death can no longer hold on-to its booty, can no longer keep ‘the bodies of the
saints chained in the realm of the dead. Sin has indeed been atoned through the
death of the Mediator and thus its wapes have also been repaid. The wages of
sin is death, ‘Now it no longer has any power, any right over those who are in
Christ Jesus. The prince of death also, the devil who has the power of death
is judged. Now we sing joyfully, "O death, vhere is thy sting? O grave, where
is thy victory?®™ '

Certainly, he who hangs on the c¢ross is God's Son. He is the true God
and eternal 1life. 'He is the Cne who had said, "I am the Resurrectinn and the
Life. He that believeth in me though he were dead, yet shail he live." All who
believe in this Jesus the crucified, all the saints who live and die in the Lord,
who die relying on his death never see death, will never be held by the bonds of
death., They will arise and live with Christ forever. - What happened to the graves
of the saints after Jesus' deeth was the beginning of the resurrestion of: the
just,- the resurrection of life, On Judgment Day the earth will guo.ie again, all
the graves will then open, this great event of the resurrection of cthe flesh
will then be complete. Yes, we will arise and our vile body will be. like ‘the
glorified body of God's Son and we will be partakers of his glory., This is
certainly true. Who will doubt the power of God? Even now-there are glorified
bodies in heaven,
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II,

Morecover, we scc from the events of our text, the repults of Christ's
death upon the hearts of sinners. The centurion under the cross and algo the
Roman soldiers whom he commanded, who watched Jesus were so gripped and moved
by this great happening that they exclaimed, "Certainly this was a righteous
man and the Son of God," That centurion had secen and heard that which had hap-
pened to Jesus on Good Friday. He had heard how Pilate had sworn before the
Jews to the innocence of this prisoner, had indeed also noticed that the Jews
had surrendered him from envy and hatred. He had been a witness of Jesus' great
patience, how when he was reviled, reviled not again, vhen he suffered he
threatened not. He had heard the great amazing words of the Crucified, the in-
tercession vwhich he made for his murderers, the promise which he gave to the
poor malefactor, the last word when he committed his spirit into the hands of
the heavenly Father, And when he saw how Jesus died with such a cry, and saw
the great signs and vonder in nature, he became very frightened but then praised
God and said, "Certainly this was a righteous man and the Son of God." The
same thing happened to the soldiers. They agreed with his testimony.

Was that merely a natural fright, natural agitation and amazement
such as perhaps when a flippant, godless person is frightened and confused when
he sees extraordinary signs in nature? “Was that exclamation, "Certainly, this
was a righteous man and the Son of God" the confession of ‘a heathen, that is,
the expression of heathen superstition? Uas this the sense and meaning, "This
was a son of the gods, a son of the highest god Jupiter!"? Many ecxegetes have
understood the story and words of the centurion this way. Truly, the holy evan-
gelists would scarcely have introduced this one expression into the holy’ story.
And it is expressly reported that those heathen praised God. These heathen
were thercfore actually converted to the living Goed. This conversion was the
result of what they saw and heard. The death of Jesus itself, the great cry
with which he departed; the earthquake, the shaking of nature was a loud, elo-
quent scrmon, a distinct testimony about Christ the Son of God, This preaching
made an impression. God's hand moved the hearts of thesc heathen. What they
already had scen of Jesus and had heard from the mouth of the Crucified suddenly
became alive in their souls. Now they knew whom they pilerced, whom they, of
course, ignorantly had attacked, First they became frightened. They knew and
confessed, "This was a righteous man and the Son of God." They had therefore
taken, scourged, ridiculed, and crucified an innocent person, yes, the Son of
God. Will not God's Son take immediate vengeance? Is not that mighty earth- -
quake perhaps the thunder of the approaching judgment? Certainly, such thoughts
awvakened in their hearts.

But other thoughts prevailed. "They feared greatly and pglorified
God," They praised God for all that they had seen and heard, They praised God
that he had let this innocent Son suffer the pains of death on the cross, They
perccived that this Jesus was the Son of God and Savior of the world., He had
prayed for the malefactors, for his foes, for they themselves; he had opened
Paradise for the malefactor. Yes, these heathen believed and confessed that
Jesus Christ is the Lord, the Savior of sinners to the glory of God the Father,
The conversion of these heathen under the cross was a glorious fruit of the

reconciling death of Christ.

And all the people who were present and were witnesses, when they saw
what happened, smote their breast and returned, Many of the Jews repented and
were turned to their Lord and Cod. The powerful preaching of Christ's death and
the language which the sings of the mountains, hills, and rocks spoke throupgh )
God's grace burned in their hearta. It was as though scales fell from their
eyes. They recognized who he was whose crucifixion they had asked for, violent-
ly demanded, in whose torments they had gratified their lust, that this Jesus
actually was God's Son, the King in Isracl, the Messiah who was to come, Hence,
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they smote their breast, were grieved in their hearts that they had helped to
kill their King and Messiah. _But then they certainly took comfort also in this,
that Jesus was. the One who by his very sufﬁering and dying should redeem_Isra-
el from all its sins. , ‘ , ; D ’

: Thus already on Good’ Friday, immediately after Jesus death the word
of the prophet, that the Servant of the lord who was wounded for our transgres-
sions and bruised for our iniquities would have seed and prolong his days was
fulfilled, Is 53:10. What was written was fulfilled, "Therefore will I divide
him a portion with the great and he shall divide his spoil with the strong, be-
cause he hath poured out his soul unto death." 1Is 53:12. What Jesus predicted
of himself was fulfilled, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of
vheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it die,it bringeth
forth much fruit." Jn 12:24., And, "And I, if I be 1ifted up from the earth,
will draw all men unto me.," Jn 12:32, The moment it had died the grain of
Wheat had brought forth fruit. Christ who had been lifted up on the cross had
immediately drawn many to himself, The Son of God, the Redeemer saw immediately
at his death his joy and had fruit., Even on Gblgatha he gathered for himself
a people from among the Jews and heathen, (

- Today his seed sprouts and grows green upon the earth. His seed has
grown great. More and more souls from all nations has the Lord drawn to himself.
Now it is a great people which worships Christ the crucifiéd and praises God
for the salvation for which it must thank the death of Jesus, ,

The death of Christ, this great event continues to work until the end
of days. That 1is the correct means to convert simners and .to save them. To be
sure, sinners no longer see and hear what those Jews and heathen saw and heard,
do not have the Crucified before their eyes, do not see those signs and wonders
which happened then, But we still preach the crucified Christ, the Gospel of
Christ the Son of God, the Righteous who suffered and died for the unrighteous.
And this preaching has the power to move the hearts of sinners so that they come
to their senses, are frightened and are heatily grieved over their sins, that
they also are guilty of the death’ of the Son of God, that they have grieved and
offended God; but then that they can also praise God that he has done verything
80 gloriously, that he did not spare his only Son but delivered him up for them
all, Truly, this'Jesus the crucified is God's Sén! That is the confession of
the repentant sinnér. Yes, God himself is dead. And our God is greater, strong-
er than sin, death, and devil. Now we are certainly redeemed and are reconciled
with God through the death of his Son. Therefore to God alone be glory.

III.

" Finally, our present text mentions the impression which Christ's death
made upon the believers. ‘The relatives, his mother and brothers, and many women
who had followed him from Galilee still stood there about the cross of the de-
parted Redeemer. Among them especially the women who' are frequently praised in
Scripture as faithful disciples of the lord are mentioned: Mary Magdalena. Mary
the mother of Hames and Joses, Salome, thé mother of the children of Zebedee,
John and James. These faithful people had for a 10nger time been followers of
the Lord. They had for a longer time known that Jesus of Nazareth was the One
who should come. They had also shown their faith .in love. Thege pious women
had served the lord with thelr goods, with their assistanée. And then they had
come with him to Jerusalem and whilst ‘the apostles had’ ‘fled at the beginning of
the suffering, they had accompanied the Lord to Golgatha and remained faithful
until his death, And even aftet he had died, ‘they stood’ there, they remained.
standing, they could not so quickly give up séelng their beloved dead Master.
Love held them firmly there. They stood at a distance. They were.indeed over-



32nd Sermon v . -173-

and vonders in nature., In these anxious moments God's counsel had become dark
to them also. They-did not know where it would all end. .Yet their attitude,
their relationship -to Christ remained unchanged. ‘Even in death they loved him
‘whom they loved in life, for whose sake they had forsaken everything. Their
Friend, whose eyes turned white there on the cross, whose mouth had closed in
death wag and remained the magnet which drew their soul. They could not be set
free of him, . B T n

Christ's death has this result upon the souls of believers. This
great death which they cannot forget lies on their mind and. heart. . They remain
with him, they don't want to and. cannot part from him.  He.is at once the One
whom their soul loves, Jesus the crucified,.who is their love and the life of
their soul, enfolds them in his arms of love and never lets them ge and
strengthens and keeps them in his love. . -

‘ For us Christ the crucified, the death of Christ. and the fruit of his
death, " and the love which he revealed 1is painted in the Word. ¥For that reason:
we hold fast to that Word, we do not leave it, we hear, learn, read it day and
night. Through this Word faith and love is strengthened. Through this Word
Christ the crucified shows himself to our heart. Through the Word his love is
poured into our heart. 4nd even if we are often intimidated and frightened and
trembling ‘and lacking courage we stand at a distance and do!not understand the

- counsel and ways of God, we do not stagger and leave the place but direct out
eyes steadfastly to the e¢ross of the Redeemer, to the Gospel of Christ and his
reconciling death., - Then we will be preserved. We remain in his love. May the
Lord be gracious to us and grant us faithfulness and constancy ‘until the end
for the sake of his suffering and dying. Amen. R .

33rd SER/\/IO/\/

John 19:31-37,

. We have dealt with the. mighty signs and wonders which occurred direct-
ly after Jesus' death, with the powerful impression which Jesus' death made on
the minds of men, Jews and heathen., This was reported to us by the three evan-
gelists, Matthew, Mark, and Luke. Our present Lenten text is:taken from the .
Cospel of St, John. What we hear here happened late Good Friday afternoon,per-
haps shortly before the sun set, For after: all, some. time elapsed until the
Jews made that request to Pilate and Pilate had sent the soldiers for this
stated purpose, So we hear that the Jews asked Pilate that those crucified
might be taken from the cross before nightfall, They certainly were the lead-
ers of the Jews, the Pharisees, chief priests, scribes, who made this request,
who more than others were zealous concerning lMoses' Law, It is written in
Moses' Law, "If a man have committed a sin wnrthy of death, and he be to be put
to death, and thou hang him on a tree, his body shall not remain all night upon
the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged
is accursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the Lord thy God giv-
eth thee for an 1nheritance." Dt 21:22,23, Hence, this was the law in Israel.
1f anyone committed a sacrilege worthy of death, he was killed, perhaps stoned,
and then his corpse was hung on a tree so that the curge of that 8in might be
plain to all;: but before night the corpse was: again ‘removed from the tree and
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buried so that the holy land would not be defiled.. :

.This regulation of the Jews applied also to the punishment of cruci-
fixion which the heathen Romans inflicted.. This exceeded the Law. Among the
Romans the.custom usually was to let those crucified hang until they were killed
by their torments; and oftem the corpse was abandoned to be: food for the birds.
On the evening of the day Christ died the Jews ate the Passover lamb and this
evening also happened to be the beginning of the great Sabbath,
the first day of the Passover festival. The Jews thought that this festival
would be profaned if the corpses would remain hanging on the cross during this
festival. :The miserable hypocrites! They had no scrupples about killing this
innocent Jesus by the hands. of the unrighteous, him who to the end had confessed
that he was their King and Messish,. God's Son. .'However, in observing the laws
of the Sabbath and-fecast days they proved to be so scrupulous and serious and’
conscientious, The worst and most abominable hypocrisy is to omit the greater
and weightier, repentance, faith, love, mercy, and to make insignificant things,
yes, the commandments of men a matter of conscience for oneself and others.

May God preserve us from this}

The Jews had.still. another- motive for their petition. The . leadcrs of
the Jews had also scen and heard.some of the great signs and wonders which hap-
pened at the death of Jesus and:.were frightened over them. They were afraid of
the One hanging on the cross. They doubted whether he was actually dead.  They
had no rest until they knew his.grave was well guarded. That is the way it goes
with hypocrites, They have an evil conscience and therefore & fearful heart.
Pilate, who was disgusted with this affair, granted the request and sent. the
soldiers out to break the legs of those:crucified, hence kill them, and then
take them from the cross., There,were four of them.t So: two began on both sides
of the cross and broke the legs of the two crucified with Christ and thus dealt
the deathblow and then met in the middle at the cross of Christ., But when they
came to Jesus they noticed that he was already- dead and did not break his legs.
Viewed outwardly, the fact that the soldiers broke the legs of the two but not
Jesus' was a trivial circumstance and event. The other other double fact which
our text reports, that one of the soldiers pierced the side of Jesus with hig
spear, opened hia side, and that blood and. water flowed out, seems to be just as
meaningless. No one would attach any importance to-these small ‘events if God's
Word and Spirit hand not expressly pointed to them. The Evangelist John who re-
ports this expressly emphasizes that thus the Scriptures were fulfilled and adds
his own important evidence, "And he that saw it bare record, and his record is
true; and he knoweth that he saith true." V,35, John further remarks that he
testifies. to this "that ye might believe,”" What he relates and bears witness to
is intended for the faith of the reader.. Accordingly, that was done to strengthen
faith, faith in Jesus Christ the.Son of God,.the Reconciler of the world, -This
ig the importnnt content. of this text. He find in it

A THREEFOLD TESTIMONY OF. THE RECONCILIATION ESTABILSHED
© BY THE- DEATH. OF CHRIST

It 1ig,
.1, The Fact that the Soldiers did not Break Jesus' Legs,

II The Lance Thrugt which one of the Soldiers .Cave Jesus, .

I1I. The .Detail that out of. Jesus' Opened. Side Fluwed Blood and Waterr

I'.\‘
The. foct that the soldiers did not break Jesus!

thc reconciliation which is established through Christ.

According ‘to the counsel and plans. of the Jews the legs of the: cruci-
fied Jesus should also be broken, He should take upon himself this last disgrace

lege'is evidence of
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as well and thus be stigmatized as one hanged who is cursed by God. Yes, in-
deed, he was hanged, crucified, and cursed. He bore the curse, the curse of
the Law, was cursed before God. But you see, he had become a curse for us and
redeemed us from the curse of the Law. The very circumstances that the counscl
of the Jews was thwarted, that his legs were not broken pointed to the redemp-
tion cstablished through Christ. This last disgrace God averted. 1In so doing
he wanted to testify that this crucified Person, this Hanged One, this cursed
Person belonged to the generation of rightcous, to the saints of God of whom
the Psalmist says, "He keepeth all his bones; not one of them is broken.'" Ps
34:20. The Lord looked after this suffering righteous Man, He was the Lamb
whom Cod had scen from the beginning. He who hung on the cross, who had been
offered and sacrificed on the cross was the Passover Lamb who according to
God's counsel should die on that Easter of the Jews. The Law said of the Pass-
over Lamb, "Neither shall ye break a bone thereof." Ex 12:46. As John re-
marks, this very Scripture was fulfilled when the soldiers passed Jesus by and
left his legs uninjured. Thus the evangelist marked Jesus the crucified as the
true Passover Lamb, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. That
1s the testimony of Scripture and of Cod regarding this One who was hanged.
Since that time all Christendom sings in praise: For even Christ our Passover

is sacrificed for us.

Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified: he is the true Passover Lamb to
whom Israel's passover lamb, the Passover festival, the Easter festival of the
Jews pointed. The lamb which the Jews killed Easter eve, for the first time in
the night when the angel of death went throughout Egypt and killed all the first
born of Egypt but spared the sons of Israel, in the night when Israel went out
of Egypt, the lamb which was to remind the children of Israel in later years
and generations of their deliverance from Egypt was according to the regulation
of the Law taken from the goats and lambs. It was a sheep from the flock., Je-
sus the true Easter lamb was also a sheep from among the flock, from among the
flock of mankind, a member of the human race, -flesh and blood like all the
children of men. - ' ' _

The Passover lamb of the Jews had to be a year old, in the best age,
hale, healthy, and vigorous, and without blemish or defect. Christ the true
Passover Lamb was innocent, unspotted, scparate from sinners; yes, a gentle,
holy, innocent lamb without guile and malice. :

The Passover lamb of the Jews was separated from the rest of the ani-
mals before the festival and kept for this definite purpose. The Lamb of whom
we sing and say, the great Friend and Savior of souls was appointed and pre-
destined by God before the foundation of the world was laid. The beloved Son
of the Father, God's only child was God's Lamb, He was to suffer and make
atonement for the unfaithful children. ' — ‘

The Passover lamb of the Jews was then killed on the fourteenth day
of the first month and roasted in the fire. So also Christ, our Lamb, the Lamb
of God was killed on the Passover festival of the Jews as the true Passover °
Lamb, tormented and killed on the cross, burned by the fires of Cod's wrath,
and patiently suffered everything as Brother for brethren, Shepherd for the
flock, the Rightcous for the unrighteous. God's only beloved Son sacrificed
himself for lost, condemned sinners and thus wrought an eternal redemption and
delivered the guilty from sin, death, devil. .

The blood of the Passover lamb which the children of Isracl painted
on ‘the posts of their doors protected them from the destroying angel, from death
and destruction. The blood of the Lamb Jesus Christ which was shed on the
cross protects us from wrath and ruin and frees our souls.

Neither was a single bone of this Lamb broken or danaged, God held
his hand over this Lamb. In death he declared his faith in him. Thus he testi-
fied that this sacrifice was acceptable and pleasing to him. Therefore through
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the sacrifice of this Lamb we are certainly reconciled to Cod, Now the real
Easter, the day of redemption, thé‘gteat'sdbbath has dawned., Now there is last-
ing uninterrupted peace. . God is, pleéased ‘with his works, is pleased with man- .
kind, with sinners for Christ's sdke. We therefore cling to this Lamb.

‘As the children of Israel had to eat up all of the Passover lamb, so
we in faith take this Lamb, Jesus Christ into oyrselves and carry him in our
hearts and take comfort and find joy in him, are happy in God:and celcbrate
Easter all our days in the unleavened dough of purity and truth. -

lle celebrate the Passover as the children of Israel did, when they hur-
ried-away. We are journeying from this place through the wilderness to Canaan.
We are journeying in order to enter into our rest; for we know: there is a rest
prepared for the people of God. : : .

II.

The sécond féct vhich our text regofts and which in a similar way -

seals the mystery of the redemption and reconciliation is the.lance thrust which
one of the soldiers gave the dead Jesus,

One of the soldiers pilerced the heart of Jesus with .his spear either
in rough wantonness or more likely in order to make sure he was dead in case
he still had the breath of life in him, We know that he had already died. That
was the last wound which was inflicted on Jesus' body, And the Evangelist John
reminds us of the fact that also.this feature from the sufferingof the Lord had
been predicted by the prophets, The Prophet Zechariah made mention of this lance
blow in. . . his book. And from this prophecy we recognize how mean=
ingful this sign was. .The entire passage to which John refers reads as follows,
"And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
the .spirit of grace and of supplication; and they shall look upon me whom they
have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son,
and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his first-
born." Zech 12:10, The prophet here points to the time when the inhabitants:
of Jerusalem and Judea will own and recognize him whom they first killed and
also just pierced as their Messiah, when. they recognize him as the Person he is,
as the Lord Jehovah. .The Lord says, ."They shall look upon me whom they have.
plerced." They will perceive :that they laid hands on their Lord and God and did
violence to him, and will then regret.and lament over their deed, as -one laments
and 1s sorrowful over an only child, over the death of the firstborn. This
lament and sorrow will be true repentance, The Lord will give his people the.
Spirit of grace who works grace,  grants grace for repentance, for faith, the
Spirit of prayer, of petition, who beseeches God for forgiveness, for mercy.
And such entreaty will not be in vain., The prophet adds the other to that pro-
phecy, "In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and
to the ‘inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness. And it shall come
to pass -in that day, saith the Lord of hosts, that I will cut off the names of
the idols.out of the land, and .they shall no more be remembered, Zech 13:1,2.
Repentant Israel will .receive grace and forgiveness, be cleansed from its sins
and purified from all the abomination of idols. St, John remembers this pro- -
phecy just as he reported the death of Christ on the cross and the piercing by.
the lance, the last blow which Christ received even in death. He means to imply
that those very Jews who had killed, wounded, and pierced Christ through the
hands of heathen, that the murderers of Christ, Jews and heathen would once more
awaken from.their intoxication and will recognize, regard, worship, entreat him
for grace and forgiveness whom they pierced. He points.to the amazing change. -
which should take place in the hearts of Jews and heathen. '

: ~After the death of the Messiaﬁ the brophetic word should;be fulfilled,
as John testifies. 'They shall look on him whom they pierced;". v.37; . that is
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fter he had just mentioned the plercing by the lance, And lo,
at that very moment, even on that Good Friday thé fulfilment began., Many pco-
ple of the Jews beat their breasts and lamented over the Messiah whom they had
helped to kill., We have already heard of that, .

And the heathen also -looked on him whom they pierced. That heathen
soldier perceived who he really was, the Righteous One, the Son of God, A few
days after this happened, on the following Pentecost Peter stood up and showed
the Jewish nation, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, that it was the Lord Jehovah,
the Lord of glory, the Prince of life whom they killed by the hand of unrighte-
ous men, hanged and killed on the tree, but he also remarked that they did this
in ignorance, they had not yet known him and emphasized that now God in and with
Christ's resurrection made this Jesus whom they crucified Lord and Christ., When
the Jows heard this they were pilerced in their heart. Thousands repented and
were baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins., Acts 2:
41, Many others from Israel were added and swore allegiance to the very One
vhom they or their fathers had plerced. ‘ '

, This Jesus whom the Jews killed and plerced by the hands of the heath-
en was preached also to the heathen, Now they said: Behold, he is your God:
And thousands upon thousands from all nations and tongues have regarded, known

him, believed in him and were cleansed of their sins and now serve God in
Christ Jesus. Wherever the Gospel of this Jesus, the Crucified, the Wounded,
Pierced One is preached, behold, the eyes of the blind are opened, the veil is
removed from their faces so that they know him whom they had not knovm at
first. Wherever the Cospel of Jesus the Crucified is preached, ‘that lament of
which Zechariah speaks, the lament of repentance is raised. Through this Gos-
_pel Cod gives his Holy Spirit, the Spirit of grace and prayer. And this prayer
1s heard. Wherever the Gospel of Jesus, the Crucified, the Plerced One re-
sounds, there is an open fount against all sin and impurity, the sinner is jus-
tified, cleansed, purified,'sanctified. Many a sinner who has lived on in his
blindness is finally seized through the Word, through the Spirit of the Lord,
opens his eyes, opens heart and lips and say from a sorrowful, deeply moved
but thankful soul: Alas, that I have come to know you o late: We all pray

. and confess:

what John says a

I wandered long in willing blindness,
1 sought Thee, but I found Thee not,
For still I shunned Thy beams of kindness;
‘The creature-light filled all my thought.
And if at last I sce Thee now, .
'Twas Thou to me didst bow! (399)

come to know: we are gullty, also guil-
ty of the death of God's Son. Cur sin is this serious: it has cost the life
the pierced heart of God's Son., However, W now know: he 1s the Lord, the’ ’
Lord Jehovah. He says, "I wipe out your sips." He 1s mightier than sin, death,
and hell. Yes, we have an open fount against all sin. We flee into Jesus'
wounds, into Jesus' open side. By his wounds we are hecaled. There we find
rest for our souls, Confidently we with Thomas place our hand into his open
side and say, "My lord and my Cod!" Through the open side of Jesus we look in-
to the flaming loving heart of our God. Just when sin and death cause us anx-
iety and assail us we flee to this free city and pray: (Hymn 145,1 can be

used here, The original German hymn verse may not be translated.) But woe,woe
to all, Jews and heathen who do not want to sec whom they have pilerced! Woe,
1f they first know him on that Day when he will appear in his great power and "
glory! Then all the nations of the carth will howl when they see him whom they

have pilerced. Rev 1:7.

Through God's Spirit and grace we have
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’ III.

The third testimong and seal of the reconciliation established through

Christ's death is the detall that blood and water flowed from Jesug' opened side.
For this point the apostle produces no testimony from the Old Testa-
ment as for the first two facts.” But that much the more powerful is his own tes-
timony here: "And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true; and he
knoweth that he saith true." V.35. John testifies moved by the Spirit of God,
by the Spirit of truth. It was a meaningful sign, an amazing occurrence: from
the oide of the dead corpse of Jesus flowed blood and vater. No natural cause
can be given for this. The gkill of the ekegetes who have here tested their
medical knowledge has come to nauvght. The one has contradicted the other. No,
this was a miracle, contrary to naturc: " that ont of the dead corpse flowed
fresh, life-giving blood and, in addition, water as in strcams. Usually upon
death the blood clots. This was a sign that in this corpse, in the dead Jesus
who had really and truly died, there still was life, as Luther remarks, - By
this sign God wanted to indicate something. And, as Luther says, it was thip:
"The blood of our dear Lord Jesus Christ still loves ond flows, 1t has not con-
gealed, not become cold; it flows and wells forth even after he is dead, and all
who are aprinkled by it have forgiveness of sins and are children of cternal
life. Learn this!" Yes, the blood of cur Lord Jesus Christ lives and works
cven after his death as long as there are sinners and cleanses and viadhes sin-
ners from all their vices. That is what the blood and also the water which flowed
from Jesus' side means. That is‘clear symbolical language. The sign indicates
this of itself, ST : c R

The Evangelist John as with finger 1lifted up points ‘to the open Bide
of Jegus and to the blood and water vhich like 'a stream flowed from this source,
He hunaelf saw with his own eyes the precious blood of God's Lamb, We do not
sce it with our physical eyes but it is sketched clcarly cnough in ‘the apostle's
word and teatimony. This is the blood of which St, 'Paul testifies: that God -
has purchased the church for himeelf through the blood of Christ, Acts 20:28,
that God's peace 'was made through the blood of Christ, Col 1:25, that God has set
forth Christ to be a propiciation in and through his blood Rom J3:25, that Christ,
God's Son entered in once into the holy place and obtained an cternal redemption,
Heb 9:12; of which St. Peter testifies, "Ye know that ye were not redeemed with
c°1'1'UPtib1e things as silver and gold, from your vain converpation received by
tradition from your fathers, ‘but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot,”" 1 Pet 1: 18;  of which St, John writes, "The
blood of Jesusg Christ, his Son, cleanseth us £rom all sin." 1 Jn 1:7/ It 1is
the blood of reconciliation, the precious redemption, the treasure the like of
which is not to be found in thé depths of any mine, the treasure which 1s more
precious than all the gold and silver on ecarth, the ransom vhich weighs more
heavily than all the guilt of the'world. It is the blood which cleanses from
8in, comforts hearts and consciences, which fills" our ‘soul with courage and joy-
<f“1ﬂESB the strength of our labors, in sorrow our laughter, in joy our ‘harp,

It is thc blood which at the last opens to ug the pates of heaven, our purple,
our crown on our head. in which we confidently appear before the throne of ‘the
Most High Father, "Already in Gethsemane Christ cprinkled the carth with his blood,
On the cross on Golpgatha the blood streamed from head, hands, and feet. A drop
of this blood can cleanse the whole world of all its ains. Now the Lord poured
it all forth and emptied it out upon the earth., Truly, thus are we reconciled.
thus are we richly granted entrance into the cternal kingdom. This blood 1B our
own. Through, the Word, Boptism, Lord's Supper ve are sprinkled with' it, This
Jesus is the one who comes with his Spirit with vater and blood, 1 Jn 5:6, Ve
are gprinkled, cleansed, reconciled. This blood of purification is the anChOI
and comfort of ocur faith in life and in death!" Amen.



34th Sermon ‘ -179-

34ih SERMON

John 19:37-40.

Matthew 27:57-59; Mark 15:42-46; Luke 23:50-53;

‘On the evening of CGood Friday, the preparation for the Passover;still
before the beginning of the great Sabbath which began with the setting of the

sun on the day of preparation, there took place vhat we hear in the portion of
the Lenten story just read and in the portion to follow, what is told us of the
Lord for burial and of the burial itself. The

preparation of the body of the
the corpseS'othhose cricified taken from

Jews were still intent upon having
the cross before the beginning of the Sabbath and the faithful followers of Je-

sus wanted to prepare a final resting place for the Lord on the day of his
death. And Cod's counsel was carried out through the counsel and plans of men.
On the very same Good Friday vas Christ to be laid to rest.in the grave and on

the peaceful Sabbath in the grave and on the third day rise again.. : .
( In all the separéte events of the great Lenten story we perceive the
hand of the Lord. On the day the Jews ate the Passover lamb Christ was sacri-
ficed on the cross as the truc Passover Lamb. He truly died. Our present Len-
ten text also guarrantees the fact of Christ's death. Ve hear that when Joseph
of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus he was amazed that He was'al-
ready dead, since those crucified usually did not die until they had suffered
their torments for a much longer time. Christ, God's Son was born miraculously
and died miraculously. Willingly he himself gave his life for us, of himself,
of his own power and choice he gave his life into death. But he truly died.The
centurion vhom Pilate questioned, who was under the crosgs testified to the Rom-
A ; eth wag really dead. The death of Christ is, as it

an judge that Jesus of Nazar
The name of Jesus the Son of David was

were, legally attested and confirmed. _
entered during the rule of Caesar Augustus in the birth register of Roman sub-

jects. The name of Jesus of Nazareth was now also entered in the list of the-
dead. It is by human testimony, by a legally confirmed act that Jesus died on
the cross. He truly died for our ‘sins according to the Scriptures. And he
then was also buried according to the Scriptures, according to God's counsel

and fore ordination.

os not report the burial itself. It points to
rial of the Lord, We find here a brief bio-
who now excelled the others after his death.
d that of Nicodemus have retained a place of
honor in the great story of the suffering and dying of Christ. These two be--
longed to the small flock of the pious in Isracl, to the Church of God who stood
under the cross and gathered and increased in number under the cross, to whom
the holy evangelists call our attention several times. The pious women who
followed Jesus to Golgatha and also the faithful disciple John are mentioned
several times. We have heard of the people who beat their breast there under
the cross and knew him whom they pierced; we have also heard of the heathen -
soldiers who there confessed that Jesus of Nazareth the Crucified was God's
Son. Among that holy seed which there burst into bloom under the cross of' the
. Redeemer were also the two men of whom our text speaks. Co :
. That f£irst Church on Colgatha already showed the manner and form of
the Church of Jesus Christ the crucified. Not manywise, great, rich after the
flesh has the Lord chosen.  They were insignificant people from the Jewish na-
they were weak pious people who vorshiped the

tion who came to their senses, they
Crucified, heathen soldiers who honored him whom they had first killed. Yet

However, our text do
the people vwho arranged for the bu
~ graphy of two of Jesus' followers
The name of Joseph of Arimathea an
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God has chosen a few rich, great, wise., Those very two men who were honored

and respected among the Jews had God gelected and appointed as his instruments
to show his Son honor even in death, to.arrange an honorable burial for;bim.

In these very two disciples the Lord glorified his might and grace, Iherefore,
vhen we remember these two men, we do this to the glory and praise of divine
grace, the grace of the Savior Jesus Christ. The faith of these men, thelir
courage as confessors, the great love to the Lord which they revealed was also

a fruit of the suffering and dying of Christ. "And 1in the power of that grace
we emulate their example which is. here presented to us. We learn from our text:

" HOW EVEN IN DEATH THE LORD FINDS FAITHFUL DISCIPLES AND CONFESSORS

I. So it was_ then. o
11, So it 1s even Today.

%

1.

. So it was then. First of all, we are told something more of Joseph of

Arimathea. This Joseph came from Ar;mathea, a little town lying not far from
Jerusalem, the birthplace of the great prophet Samuel. He was a rich man and
also a distinguished man, a councillozr, a member of the Sanhedrin, the highest
authority of the Jews. And this rich distinguished man had a good name among
his people. That means, that he was a good, pious, honorable man, an upright
Israelite. As Zacharias and Elisabeth, as all the pious of Israel, he walked
blamelessly in all the laws of the lord. Just because he was a pious man he
certainly also made the right use of his wealth, gave generously of ‘that which
he had. And as councillor he always voted and judged according to the law and
justice. He therefore did not consent in that unjust counsel and decision of
the Jews upon Jesus.of Nazareth. \His‘justice and pilety came from the right source
from the right mental attitude, from faith, He waited for the kingdom of Cod. >
He belonged to that small number of bellevers, the true Israelites who waited
for the redemption. And he had now believed and known that this Jesus of Naza-
reth was the One who should come, the King of Israel, the Son of God. ,

. - In our.text he bore the honorable title of a disciple of Jesus, He
was a believing disciple of Jesus. Of course, as the Evangelist John remarks,
at first he'wag a secret disciple of Jesus, At first he kept his faith hidden
from fear of men, from fear of the leaders of the Jews., He was a Weak'discipie
but still a disciple. In this very man the Lord wanted to confirm his word: tﬁat
the smoking flax he would not quench and the bruised reed he would not break '
Behold, at the very time when it was the most dangerous to defend Jesus he en-
tered the ligts in Jesus' behalf, He did not consent to the evil counmsel of the
Jews, to the verdict of death which the Sanhedrin passed upcu Christ, Whether
he in that meeting voted against the verdict of the crowd or hy his remaining
. away betrayed his attitude,.it certainly was also known and :lain to the Jews,

;he_councillors,‘that he was not of one mind with them, that he sided with this
esus, ‘ : ' S ith .

i

And after the death of the lord, when the chief priests k
leaders of the people blasphemed and cursed the Crﬁcified,phe did’tszrisszééind
and honored the One hanged. 'This smoking, almost completely EXtiﬁguished‘fly
now burned brightly and shovn 1like the beautiful sun." So says Luther ax
of Arimathea took the risk and went to Pilate and asked that he might ;ak
the corpse of Jesus. He dared this. Yes, indeed, that was a bold ste
and openly he embraced the crucified King of the Jews and mocked. at thz.d
which threatened from his péople,and hié fellow cbncillors; the Sanhedrina
. . Without.ceremony Pilate granted Joseph his petition. He had dos
enough for the Jews, crucified, killedfthe‘ﬁnqed‘King of the Jews. More 2;
Jews could not demand. So he humored the followers of Jesus and éave them':he

Joseph
e doun
Freely
nger
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dead corpse. And Joseph left Pilate to go to CGolgatha, took the body of Jesus
from the cross, carried this precious burden from the place of sacrifice, and
prepared for an honorable burial, purchased costly linen in which to wrap the
body of their beloved Master, : - a

That was love, great love. That was faith, strong faith. All at
once this weak disciple became strong and outshone the other disciples, even the
great apostles. The called disciples of the Lord, the eleven, vhose lead the
other followers of Jesus had followed and with their examples had pointed out
the way, had all been offended that night in their lord and Master had become
weak and despondent and fled. Even those pious women who had served the lord
during his travels on earth and had followed him to the place on Golgatha nov
stood timidly and fearfully at a distance. Then this secret, weak disciple
stepped forward, entered the breach and in this evil dangerous hour honored the
Lord, the Crucified

Fear of men was;not the only hindrance which Joseph had to conquer.
These days the other disciples bowed their heads in sorrow. They had hoped
that this Jesus, their Lord and Master would redeem Israel, This hope had come
completely to naught, They themselves were offended at the Lord himself, at
his humiliation, On the other hand, Joseph of Arimathea, in spite of the death
of the beloved Jesus, still waited for the kingdom of God, . He placed his hope
- on this dead Man himself. That he thus honored, loved, and cherished this dead
Man was proof of his faith, of his hOpe. That is a miracle in our eyes., GCod
wanted to show in such an example that everything does not depend on the run=-
ning and chasing of men but on his mercy. Therefore, he let the great apostles
who had become too self-confident and trusted in their power stumble and fall
so that they themselves would not know what to make of it.

Therefore, he raised Joseph this weak, trembling reed, this weak dis-
ciple and exalted him highly and placed him at the ‘head of the believers, Truly,
this faith, this strong joyful faith, this courage of a confessor, this love,
this ardent love did not come to Joseph from flesh and blood, That was gilven
to him by God. That was God's power which is strong in the weak. That was a’
work of God's grace, the grace of the Savior Jesus Christ, a fruit of his Pas-
slon, The great story of the suffering and dying of Jesus, this powerful ser-
mon had kindled a fire in this weak disciple, a holy fire., Brightly it shines
forth, The Spirit of God had seized him, had. equipped him with courage, power,
strength from on high.

In our text Nicodemus is placed alongside Joseph of Arimathea. He
also was a rich, distinguished man, yes, a wise and learned man., He belonged
to the sect of the Pharisees who were well versed in the Scriptures, At first
he also was a secret disciple of Jesus, Secretly he came to Jesus that one
nlight, out of fear of the Jews. That night the Lord had given him an earnest.
lecture, had bent and crushed his proud Pharisaical mind, had shown him that
whatever 1s born of flesh is flesh, but then had also lovingly and comfortingly
preached to him the Gospel, had planted in his heart the heavenly wisdom, 'God
so loved the world," etc. During that night Nicodemus had received another
heart, he had become a new person, a disciple of Jesus, But at first he kept
his faith hidden. Meanwhile, when his sect, the sect of the Pharisees took
council on how they wanted to capture Jesus secretly, he defended the innocent
Man and said, "Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him, and know what he
doeth?" and because of his defense had to endure the mockery, "Art thou also of
Galilee? Jn 7:50-52., And now after the death of the Lord he had completely
conquered the fear and timidity of the flesh and openly swore allegiance to
Jasus the crucified before his people, before his sect. Yes, he also loved
much, He brought wyrrh and aloes along, about one hundred pounds, precious,
costly. frankincense and offered it to the Lord. In his soul as well the Lord's
grace, the death of Christ had worked a miracle. The Lord made also this man
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a vessel of his grace, honor, and glory before all thg world.
II- o

And as it was then, as iIn his death despite disgrace and contempt the
. Lord found faithful disciples and confessors, so it is today, At all times
Christ the crucified has those who worship him in Spirit and in truth, faithful
disciples who are not afrald of disgrace and suffering. Yes, weak disciples be-
come strong, secret disciples step out of their hiding place and give honor to
the Lamb who was sacrificed on the accursed tree. At all times onc can obscrve
the amazing change which our Luther describes in the following words, "This
change will always remain in the Church. Some of the strongest will be weak

and will not be able to stand because of offense. On the other hand, the weak-
est will excel and by a Joyful confession let- it be seen that there is no lack
of people who know and confeas Christ, . :

And in days of tribulation and persecution this change comes to light.
Vhen the Church is flourishing and moves along in power, when Christ lets his -
miracle of grace shine in his Church, then he also draws many disciples after .
him. Then disciples are found, many who take the lead, who guide others, who -
spread the knowledge of Christ and work diligently in the vineyard of the Lord.
On the other hand, there are others,,secret,diSciples who still do not dare to
confess Christ openly, who still keep themselves far removed from the fellowship
of the saints, who still are captive of the fear of men and still are. very weak
in faith and in love, bruised reeds, smoking flaxes., But how smazingly can the
roles suddenly be changed: Just when suffering begins, when the Church begins
to suffer, ‘the strongest heroes often become children and flee  from thelr ban-
ner and creep into a hiding place. 1In-reverse, the weak come out of .thelr rooms
and enter the lists andfhold the banner, the cross of Christ high and encourage
others to faith and confession. Such a change has always been in the Church.
So it was at that time, at the death of the ‘Lord the great apostles
abandoned the Lord even before he stepped upon the great street of pain which .
led to Golgatha. Then Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea.entered in their place.
‘ That is the way 1t went later on, - At the time of the Reformation
great, ‘learned,”pious men vho knew well the corruption of the Roman Church and
the Lord Christ, had even testified of Christ in their writings, when the .time
"for the decisive conflict came broke down and did not break the chains of their
Babylonian captivity. Many renowned theologians and teachers of the Lutheran
Church became deserters when the war broke out immediately after Luther's death
and denied the truth vhich they:knew, On the other hand, weak disciples of the
truth, whose knowledge was small but who faithfully preserved their small power,
unknown, obscure people went foruard and even suffered the martyr's death for
the sake of the testimony of Jesus.: During this century. the Church of the Ref-
ormation, which had almost died, once again rose out of its sleep of death.
Everywhere In German speazking countries brave witnesses arose, faithful preach-
“ers who led many to Christ.'  And behold, when persecution arose because of the
Word, when the pure doctrine was assailed,’ blasphemed; ridiculed, suppressed,-
many of the first witnesses became afraid, and began to be silent and gave in
to the powers, abandoned the field to lies, ' On'the other hand, -secret; weak
disciples, who'at first had remained hidden for a long time, received courage,
rasied their voice, reproved these lies and wrongs and loudly confirmed the
faith of the fathers, ' : A - S ~ ’
"That 18 God's secret, amazing wisdom and grace, - He destroys every-
thing which wants to be something and makes something out of that which is
nothing,  He lets the strong fall and lifts up 'the insignificant;«weak‘people
from the dust and'through the weak' carries out his counsel and will. Oh, that
. we would note this well! Therefore, let no one boast of his stremgth, his wis-
dom, virtue, piety, so that he might not fall and come to naught! On the other

T
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hand, we will receive and value the weak in faith. Who krows what God can mak~
out of them! He lets the upright succeed, Whoever means to be faithful and
honest with Cod ahd men, whoever loves his Savior from his heart and units for
the kingdom of Cod and would gladly be saved ns Joseph and Nicodemua, but at
first are very wecak, timid, and doubtful and do not at one time. tear all the
cords of the fear of men, earthly considerations and oblipgations, him God can
indeed lead still further and further and strengthen in his faith and Christi-
anity. Perhaps at the time when one thinks of it the least, when the offence

is the preatest, the weak little flame will burst forth and consume the stubble
and torns and give a clear light. All depends on God's grace. DBoth, weak faith
and otrong faith is God's work and gift., He alone wants to have the praise. .
It is the grace of the Savior Jesus Christ the crucified who works all in all,
He who hears the Cospel of Christ and takes it to heart, he vho rightly con-_
siders that Christ, God's Son gave himself, his own life into death for sinners,
that he sacrificed everything, even himself for our sakes through CGod's grace
gains a holy courage, an ardent zeal so that he in turn for Jesus' sake gladly
denies everything, sacrifices everything, gives himself wholly and completely

to the lord.

Lord has kindled, nourished, and strengthened
same way as it did in Joseph and Nicodemus., The
and grace has become mighty, then-also dares
spites the world, he conquers fear and weakness;
he no longer pays attention to the opinions of men, does not seek honor among.
‘men, no longer takes notice of good, distinguished friends, of his peers, but
breaks out of his shell, courageously and joyfully confesses his Lord Christ be-
fore all the world in word and deed, and also gladly takes the mockery of the
world, the shame of Christ upon his head, he gives Christ the Lord alone the
honor. He in vhom the spirit and grace of the Lord has become mighty also
tears through other cords, the cords of greed, of earthly cares, he with Nico-
demus sacrifices his best treasures for the Lord's sake, for the sake of the
kingdom of God, he adds rich gifts and alms as a sweet Incense to the Lord. He
in vhom the spirit and grace of the Lord has become mighty loves his Lord and
Savior with his whole heart, as intimately, as ardently as Joseph and Nicodemus.
We no longer have the Lord's corpsc before us SO that we can bury him and pre-
pare a soft bed for him. But we have Jesus himself with us in his members,
What we have done for one of his most insignificant brethren that we have done
to him, Hence, let us treasure our insignificant brethren, honor them, serve
them, help them and show them cvery kindness as much as we are able. Thus we
serve the Lord, May the Lord be gracious to us, give us much grace, make hisg
grace strong in us and diligent in all good works, and grant that we love and

remain faithful to him until death! Amen.

The faith which the
then also shows itself in the
one in vhom the Lord's Spirit
something for Jesus' sake, he
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Matthew 27:60.61; Mark 15:46.47; Luke 23:53-36; John 19:41,42,

We have already learned to know Joseph of Arimathea and Nic0demus,_
the chosen instruments who showed the last honors and love to the lLord in his
death. The portion of the hely. Lenten story before us reports how they buried

Jesus. The story of Jesus' burial is here presented in brief, simple words.
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At the place vhere Jesus was crucified, on.the hill Golgatha, was a garden and
in the parden a new grave which was Joseph's. Because 1t was. the preparation .
of the Jews, since the Passover was about to begin, they laid Jesus in this ‘
grave, so that the body might rest in the grave at the beginning of the Sabhath.
In the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus began his groat Passion, in the garden of
Joseph of Arimathea on Colgatha he finished it. The grave was near to the place
vhere Jesus' cross had stood, Soon at thie grave, within three days God's glory
should be revealed, This place of triumph lay close to the place of the decpest
disprace vhere Christ suffered the curse of the Law. In God's kingdom disgrace
and honor 1ie close together, : ) ,

‘ Jesus was laild into Joseph's grave. Joseph of Arimathea, the pious
councillor had already in his lifetime ordered his grave in hig garden, Luther
- says, "Rich people should think of such things and in their summer homes prepare
similar monuments vhich should remind them of future things and draw them away
from present day things." Hence, it was the grave of another into which Jesus
wag laid to rest, To the 'very end, even in death the Lord observed the rule, .
""The Son of man hath not where to lay his head.” He wanted to remind us that
we are puests and stranpgers on earth.

The grave was hevn into a rock, and- the -undertakers, Joseph and Nico-
demus, rolled:a large stone in front of the grave. Therefore, no one could open
the grave except by force. It was fooligh, laughable talk that the disciples
0f Jesus had come and had secretly stolen Jesus' corpse, It was a new grave
into which no one had ever been laid, which had not be polluted by the odor of
death and corruption. 'Most important, no dead person had ever been carried into
that garden, Into this new grave, the grave of a rich man the hody of Jesus was
laid after it had been wrapped in fine linen together with fragrant apices,
myrrh, and aloes, Thus the Crucified receilved a distinguished, honorable burial,
Nor did he lack a funeral procession. The pious women, Mary Magdalena, and
Mary the mother of Joses and other, who had followed him from Galilee and had
served him during his life, honored him even in death, They followed him to the
grave and geated themoelves opposite it and watched where and how his body was
laid. "After the Sabbath on the third day they wanted to continue the work Oof
burial, anoint the body of the Lord even-better, and during the stillness of the
Sabbath prepared the spices. Thelr faith, their hope had died completely, only
a little spark of trust still glimmered under the ashes., But their love to the

Lord had not grown cold, their hearts burned and glowed in love to their dead
Lord and Master. o : ‘ o '

That ia the story which is here told us, a simple and yet a great. and
meaningful atory, Usually, it is a tragic story when one lays a beloved dead
person into the grave. One hears much lamentation and weeping, The soul of
the sorrowing is cast into gloom, troubled. Yes, death and the grave awaken dark
thoughtr, However, since this dead Man, Jesus of Nazareth was laid into the
grave on Good Friday evening, after the story of this burial which is here told
by the holy evangelists, we have gained entirely different, new thoughts of death
and the grave. The burial of Jesus is meaningful for our faith and hope. .The
Apostle Paul writes to the Carinthians that Christ was buried according to the
Scriptures. 1 Cor 15:4. The Scriptures of the Old Testament already point to
this unusual burial. The suffering Messiash points to it in Ps 22 when he says,
"Thou hast brought me into the dust of death." Ps 22:16, During his lifetime
Jesus had predicted, "As Jonas was three days and three niphts in the whale's
belly, so ghall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of
the earth,"” Matthew 12:40. According to the Scriptures, according to God's
counsel and will Christ was also to be buried, -The burial of Jesus was provided
for in the predetermined counsel of God. This portion of the Lenten story 1is
8lso of meaning for -the great work of redemption. We say here also: For us,
for us! We thank the Lord for also this grace and love, that for our sakes he
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let himself be laid to rest in the grave. So for our comfort let us now ponder:

'THE BURIAL OF CHRIST

I. This is the Last Step in His Humiliation,
II. But at the same Time it 18 a Prelude to His Exaltation.

I.

The burial of Christ is the last step in his humiliation, It is
the evidence and scal of his death, Christ was buried. We sec from this: he
truly died, Before one who is dead 1s buried, one cutomarily examines very
carcfully to see whether he is really dead. When we see one of our loved ones
being carried to the prave there is no doubt that he is dead. That which one
at first considers impossible, "What? actually dead? The pulse is gone, the -~
breath has stopped!" that becomes certainty when one prepares to bury the dead.
When he then lies in the grave he is completely cut off from the land of the
living, he is dead, gone, he has left the present world, Alas, and so often
this becomes true, '"Buried, forgottén!" Now Christ is buried, laid into the

grave just like the dead in the world. Hence, no mortal man can doubt any-
more: he truly died, Yes, earlier it was carefully proved before the Roman
judge that he was dead,  That is why he allowed Joseph to bury him. = .

. We know the meaning of Christ's death, He who died on the cross
testified of himself even in death that he was the Son of the heavenly Father.’
Immediately after his death God testified to his Son with signs from heaven.
And the people who saw him die testified to it and confirmed it, "Verily, thias
was the Son of God!" God's Son sacrificed himself for us, We are reconciled
with God through the death of his Son. Christ died for us, for our sina, He
who suffered and died on.the cross was God's Lamb who carried the sin of the |
world, This Lamb of God is now buried, interred in the earth; hence, no sin-
ner should doubt any longer that the work of the redemption is completed. The
sinner is redeemed. The wages of sin have really been rcpa#d. The burial of
Jesus is proof of this. Yes, Christ died and wasd buriCd’UCCOFding'to the Scrip-
tures. That is the comforting Gospel which 15 now preached to sinful mortal
men. Christ offered himself on the tree for our sins and then took them with
him into the grave and locked them in the grave and covered them with earth

"where they must remain. When Christ, Cod's Lamb suffered and died he conquered
the prince of death, the devil and was then laid in the grave and there in the
grave gave the final death-thrust to the devil foe who chained mankind. Christ
died and was buried; . mankind 1is now redeemed from sin, death, and devil.

s the scal of his death. However, it is the
last degree of his humiliation, Christ is buried. That is the last terror and
the essence of all terrors for men who are flesh and blood: the grave, an open

_grave. The living, the healthy ehy away from it. They are not happy to think
about death and the, grave. And the gick, the dying tremble before the grave,
To be sure, it is pain, curse, and punishment when a person is torn Qut,of,the
land of the living and locked into a coffin and grave. _ .

‘ Thus it was not from the beginning. That is not the way which had
been originally ordained for man: from the cradle to the grave. Man wao to
see the poodness of the Lord in the land of the living. But after man had
ginned, the verdict was pronounced upon him, "Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt
thou return." This verdict we announce and executc on our dead when 'we surren-
der them to the grave, earth to ecarth, dust to dust, ashes to ashes, That 1is
the bitter fruit and result of sin, that man dies and is buried and decays in
the grave. Corruption, the odors of corruption is the deepest humiliation for
man who is made in the image of God. A decaying human corpae 1is a sight of

horror,

The burial of Christ i
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"And behold, also this man, Jesus of Nazareth, after he died on the
€ross 1s buried. Christ humbled himself unto the death on the ecross, yes, to

:he grave, placed himself in the ‘dust of death, That 1s misery and great dis-
ress,

‘0 darkest woe! Ye tears forth flow}"
Has earth so sad a wonder
God the Father's only Son
‘ o ‘Now 1is buried yonder. (167,1)
That was the last difficult sacrifice which sin demanded, Cod's Son the prey
and booty of death and the grave!' However, we indeed know: Christ humbled
himself for our sakes, He redeeméd us from the curse of the Law, from the curse
of sin when he became a curse for us. He took all disgrace, even this last dis-
Erace of burial upon himself. Hence, we need no longer fear death and the grave.
Christ 1aid in the grave before we are, for us. Thus the grave is robbed of its
terrors, ’ o A ) S . .
_ For the Christian the grave has now become a quiet chamber of rest, -
Those who walked in their uprightness enter into peace and rest in their beda.
Christians who have become God's children through Christ and who pass their time
on earth as guests and strangers, who are 'sick of ‘the wicked ‘godless ways of
this world, who are an abomination to themselves because of their sin, who feel
the sting of 1iving in the flesh, yearn for the grave,yearn for the hour when
they will be completely free, free from the misery of the earth, free from the
labors of sin, free from all the misery of this vale of tears, free -from the
service of vanity, : ' R : s . S
. Christ, God's Child, Cod's Lamb celebrated the Sabbath in the grave.
The Passover dawned ‘over his grave, with his burial.’ All who are in Christ, who
live and die 1in Christ and have- fallen asleep in Jesus' wounds, then also cele-
brate the Sabbath in the grave, ‘they enter their rest. They have become -par- -
takers of the death and also the burlal of Christ and will then be exalted with
. him and be honored. Even the story of the burial points to the future honor*
which ‘should come to that great One who dieq and was buried on Good Friday.

:

I1.

. At the same time Christ's burilal is the prelude to_his exaltation.
-Christ's burial was amazing, unusual, ‘It was not without meaning that Jesus’ .
body was laid in the grave of a rich man, Joseph of Arimathea. Thus the Scrip-
tures were fulfilled. Christ was burled according to'the Scriptures. Scripture
was fulfilled to the last detall. Isalah who foretold the death of God's Ser-
~vant, spoke also of his burial, In Isalah 53 we read according to the text,
"He médg”his'grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death," 1Is 53:9.
He was to rest in the grave of a rich man. That is exactly the way it happened.
The Jews had intended to have the three crucified buried in o criminal's grave.
They had gsked Pilate that the bodies of the crucified be taken from the cross.
However, something else than what' they thought and wanted happened to: this Jesus
- of Nazareth, Pilate had given Jesus' corpse to Joseph of Arimathea and he gave
him a resting place in his garden and laid him, wrapped in fine linen, in his
new grave, In all this the Scripture, God's counsel and will was déne. Christ
~_Was not to be covered with earth like a criminal in a disgraceful place. God
. had planned an honorable grave and an honorable burial for this dead Man. - ‘And
he alse found it., =~ ‘ e o
' Thus Jesus was honored even in death, He was an important dead Man
who was there laid in the grave, worthy of all honor. Yes, the Lamb who was
killed and now lies in the grave is worthy to recelve praise and honor and power
and adoration. Hence, this dead Man, the-Crucified, vho died on Golgatha and

-
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was buried, was honored and praised from generation to generation by all peco-
ples and tongues, For he is God's Son, God the Most liigh himself, Even in
death and the grave this dead Man still is what he was from the beginning, God
by cassence, the eternal living God. Even in death and the grave Christ is otill
the God-man, Death nnd the grave have not looged the bond which unites divini-
ty and humanity., This is a great myatery worthy of being accepted by all, 1In
this man Jesus dwells the fullness of the Godhead bodily. In this body which
is laid into the grave dwells the fullness of the Godhead. He who is laid to
rest in the dust of death is the very onc who made heaven and ecarth and all
things out of nothing, In this dead body dwells the eternal power of God,-
Truly, this dead Man is stronger than death and the grave. ' Through the lowli-
ness of his burial shines his divine honor. , : ‘ .

And just this dead Person is our Lord and Cod, our Mediator and Re-
deemer, our Brother and Suretor. He is the Head, we the members. We are par-
takers of his glory., We are ganctified through the blood of -the Lamb, through
the Spirit of Jesus. Those who believe in Christ are vessels of honor, God's
children through Christ, God's temple. Even the bodies of the Christians have .
this honor, They are God's temple. Therefore, when a Christian is carried to
the grave, a noble sced is placed into the earth. GCod protects his body, We
do not cease being in death and the grave what we have become throupgh Christ,
God's Child, the God-man, namely God's children. As little as Christ's "God-
man-ship" was destroyed and undone through death and the grave, so little is
the Christian's adoption as God's children. Qur souls then rest in God's arm
and lap and see the joys of Paradise. And despite death, grave, and corruption
the body is preserved in the grave by God. It has not slipped from the hand of
God, the hand of God's Son. At hia time he will reveal our honor,

The burial of Christ is the prelude to his exaltation, The details
point from afar to the coming resurrection. The Lord's body was anointed with
myrrh and aloes, this anointing was to be completed after the Passover. The
ancients, also the Israclites, anointed their dead and prepared the ointment
from very fragrant spices in order to prescrve the precious ‘bodies of their
loved ones as long as possible and keep away corruption. That now happened to
the Lord also. That was an indication that he above all should not see corrup-
tion. In Psalm 16 the Messiah says, "For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell,
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to sece corruption.” Ps 16:10. Thig
word was applied by Peter when he preached to the Jews, and by Paul when he
preached to the heathen, to the crucified and buried Jesus of Nazareth and to-
his resurrection, Acts 2:24-32; 13:34-47. God's Holy One dared not and should
not sce corruption, Hence, it was impossible that he should forever be held by
death, This sced which was placed into the carth should soon come forth-apain
from the carth and bring much wonderful fruit. Yes, without knowing it the
people who buried the dead Jesus and were his funcral procession prepared the
great work and miracle of Easter Sunday, The body of the Lord was only loosely
vound in the linen. Hence, on the third day he need but lay it aside as one is
accustomed to lay aside his garments., A stonc was rolled before the opening of
the grave. The Lord wanted to and was to break through the closed grave,
through stone and lock and thus show his divine power, his glorious victory,

The pious women on the quict of the Sabbath prepared the spices in order to re-
turn carly in the morning on the following day to the grave., They were to be
the first there to hear the joyful Easter message. |

And all this is written and happened for our comfort. We draw hope
from Jesus' grave. A fresh fragrance of life wafts from Jesus' grave as though
it were nothing but myrrh, balsam, and casia, His grave has dedicated and
sanctified our graves, He is the head, we the members., “There is only one dif-
ference between the head and the members. He, the Holy Onec of God did not sce
corruption. He was buried after the manner of men, as the dead are usually

(
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buried in the world But the Holy Cne of God was spared
was the Holy One and from his birth and conception had a
‘Our bodies dies,, is buried, and decays. No Ghristiun 1s s
And that ip to our benefit, Thus the: sinful body ceases completely to exist.
The flesh dies and corrupts and will never rise again. However, on that Day
the body of the righteous will rise free from sin, free from all evil. The .
prophetic word will be fulfilled, "Your bones shall flourish like an herb,"

Is 66:14. The noble seed which is placed into the earth will sprout forth from
the dust of corruption.  “he bodies of the righteous will share’ in the honor

and glory of their head, be like the glorified body of God's Son and shine .
brightly in spotless, incorruptible beauty as the sun. Through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the.dead, but alaso by the huriul of Christ, God's Holy One
this blessed end is guarranteed and sealed to us, Christ was buried according
to the Scriptures: thus we comfort ourselves in his death, in his redemption.

Chriast was buried according to the Scripture, nccording to God'g counsel and
will: therefore we hope that we also will become partakers of his resurrection.

May . God seal this comfort, thiB hope in our hearta. Amen.

corruption because he
spotleas, pure, body.,
spared corruption.

PR

SERMON

When Joseph vas sold by his brothers and then thrown into prison - in
Egypt .but after.severe guffering. had again been exalted and been made ruler
over the whole .land of Egypt and become a deliverer and provider for thousands
and for his own family as well, he at. the end of God's amazing ways confessed
before his brethren, "Ye. thought evil against me, but God meant it unto good."
Gen 50:20.:.Yes, .people, Joseph's brothers, had meant it ‘evil, denied their
brother, betrayed, sold, and meant it evil vith him, they wanted to be rid of
this irksome dreamer. But God had meant it unto goad, had used these means to
deliver many souls, and had also meant it for good and refreshed Joseph after

a longer perilod of tribulation and. through him preserved many pe0p1e during a
famine, -

3 6th

Mattheu 27'62-66

It has often hﬂppened that‘God's counsel, Cod's good, gracious ‘will
has been carried out through the malice of men. The most memorable and the
most wonderful .example of this amﬂzing wisdom, puidance, and rule of God is
the preat story which we have pondered- the story of the suffering and death
of Jesus Christ. This story tells us of the greatest the most horrible crime
vwhich ever happened on earth., Jews and heathen had‘united to torment the Holy
One of God. And they.also had meant it to evil., They wanted to hurry this
hated prophet and his irksome doctrine completely out of the world,

. God the lord, however, used this evil counsel and will of men to
suve lost and condemned mankind frow their sins and deliver them from the pains
of hell. - The betrayal of Judas, the Sanhedrin's sentence of death Pilate's
unjust judicial- sentence, the scourging, the cruclfixion, the death of Christ
resulted in the redemption and reconciliation of the world, Of all of God's
works this is indeed the greatest, the most praiseworthy. the redenption through
Christ Jesus, From. eternity God had foreordained it. And even Christ! s enemles
must againat their will aesist in victoriously carrying out this work, In the
separate details of the Lord's passion we have percelved the amazing hand of God.
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And it is also the conclusion of the holy Lenten story that confirms
this truth, this fact, that God's counsel and purpose is fulfilled and com-
pleted despite the malice, yes, just through the malice of men. The resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead is the conclusion, the scal of the great
work of redcmption. Through his resurrection Christ ia.gloriously proved to be
God's Son, Through his resurrcction the truth of his doctrine, the validity of
the atonement which he made is confirmed. In the rcsurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead it has become clear that this Jesus Christ has actually conquered
sin, death, and devil and laid these foes at his and our feet. We have already
remarked that in the midst of ocuffering and conflict the victory had already
been determined. Christ's amazing signs and circumstances after Jesus' death
testified that the Crucified, the one who died had in no way lost his might
and power in his death, ' ' ‘

The story of Christ's burial points to the coming exaltation and re-
surrection from a distance. Just this last result of the great story, the
resurrection ofrom the dead, Christ's foes, the’ha;dengd Jews tried to prevent
with all their powers, For that reason they placed armed guards at the Lord's
grave, They, as it were, wanted to keep the dead in the grave under lock and -
key. They also wanted to prevent the disciples from saying, "He is risen from
the dead," suppress this rumor about Jesus. - ‘ : '

' The story of Christ's resurrection proves how greatly their evil
counsel failed, how fundamentally their wicked thoughts came to naught. However
even that which is related in our text, the last portion of the Lenten story,
of their last evil design points to the amazing counsel of God, points to the
fact that God meant it unto good what they had meant unto evil. The precautions
which the Jews took in order to cut off this last deceit must against their
will serve to promote God's great work, the awakening of the crucified Christ,
We will not follow this thought, that ‘

EVEN CHRIST'S ENEMIES MUST PROMOTE GOD'S WORK

I. Men Mecant it unto Evil,
11, But Cod Mecant it unto Good.

1.

Men meant it unto evil. In this last Lenten text Christ's cnemies
are once more presented to us: the leaders of the Jews, the chief pricsts and
Pharisees, the Roman judge Pontius Pilate who made a covenant against the dead
Christ, We are told of the last monstrous example of malice of the murdererg
of Christ, First we arc told of the abominable hypocrisy of the Jews, the Jey-
igh leaders. The next day, which followed the day of the preparation, on’the
day after the preparation during which Christ had died, hence on that quiet -
Sabbath the Jews took this final counsel against their archenemy Jesus of Naza-
reth who now rested in the grave. The Jewish chief priecsts and the Pharisces °
usually thought much of their ccrcmOnics‘and the commnndmcnts of the elders,
especially the laws of the Sabbath. They would not move a finger on the Sab-
bath, not ecven to help a suffering brother. They had so often decried Jesus ag
a desecrator of the Sabbath because he had done good on the Sabbath, had healed
the sick, And just that great Sabbath of the Passover they considered holy and
inviolable, In order not to defile themselves for the Sabbath, they would not
enter Pilate's judgment hall on the day of preparation. In order that the Pass-
over might not be desecrated they had asked Pilate to take the corpses from
the cross before it began.

But now what did they do on that Passover itself, on the day after
the preparation when all preparations for the festival should be ended, on that
Sabbath when the pious diasciples of the Lord did nmot work according to the Law
and prepared the spices at home, when the Lord himself rested in the grave?
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Then- they went to Pilate, were not afraid to enter the house of a heathen, and
resumed that cursed judicial business which-irked Pilate himself, and obtained
an armed company from Pilate, went with the soldiers to Jesus grave, showed them
the place, sealed the stone, . and thus scornfully trampled on their own Sabbath
law, - They were lying hypcrites.. They dissembled to Pilate when they called him
"sir" and flattered.him whilst they hated the Roman rule. ,

.That is a picture of the false church. The papal monastics wear the .
same. garment only for show. They also cling painfully to their rules and ordi-
nances, live a rigorous life, and shine before the people. But if they can cast
a stone at Christ and his GOBpel the Sabbath is quickly broken, the festive
garment and holy appearance is torn; then no sacrilege is so great that it will
not agree with their comscience. These are the morals and religion of the world.
The world _gladly puts on a pious mantle and acts very properly and correctly.
They give themselves the appearance of virtue, .honor, decorum, Love of their
neighbor, universal love of men,‘tolerance‘passes among them as a holy inviolable
rule. But when the Lord Christ and Christianity enter the picture then all .
rules of fairness and tolerance are forgotten, then they punch their own prin-
ciples, the principle of love, tolerance, patience right in the face. They are
all together hypocrites, arch- -hypocrites, who do not believe Christ and his
Gospel. No honorable people are among Christ's foes.

Furthermore, our text reveals the knavery and.malice of Christ's foes.

he wicked Jews were not satisfied with having their hated King and Messiah cru-
¢ified and buried; even in death, in the grave they permit him no rest. They
reviled and blasphemed this dead One. They said, "Ve remember that that deceiver
said, vhile he was yet alive, After three days I will rise again." V,63. They
called the Lord, as even they had called him previously Beelzebub and a Samari-
tan, a seducer, heretic, false.teacher, and deceiver. They depicted him as a
trickster, a seducer of the people who traveled throughout the land and every-
where alienated the people from the government and the laws of the fathers, be-
guiled the simple with witchcraft and devilish wOnders, set hinidgelf up as the
Messiah, and played up freedom and golden days to those who followved him., But
now the deceit was unmasked. This benefactor of the people has indeed found
his deserved reward on the gallows and now rests in the grave. All the hope
vhich he awakened in the people and his disciples has not come to naught, 1In
the same way they slandered his disciples as deceivers.  They expressed the con-
jecture that his disciples might come, steal him secretly from the grave, and
thus continue the deceit and pretend to the people that he fulfilled his promise,
that he rose on the third day. Nor were they content with slander and blasphemy;
they again used power and obtained an armed company from FPilate in order to

take to the field against this dead Christ. That was glowing, devilish hate.

: At all times that has been the mind of Christ's foes, the mental atti-
tude of hypocrites. The saints of the papacy, all hypocrites, the pious child-
ren of the world do not become tired of slandering and blaspheming faith, the
religion of the Christians. And just this dead Christ, the crucified Christ is
overvhelmed with slander, Christ promised the kingdom of heaven to his disciples,
to his believers; but he has long since died and his promise still is .not ful-
filled, . The Gospel of Christ, the comforting promise of forgiveness of sins,
that one is righteous and saved through faith in Christ is decried as deceit,. as
the most dangerous heresy. This teaching makes people secure and leads them
into destruction, Christians, the true disciples of the Lord pass for seducers
of the pecple who against better knowledge and conscience conjure up all manner
of fairy stories before the people and strengthen superstition.. If Christ the
Lord rests and is silent only once and lets his followers suffer for a while
and does not immediately interfere, then they say, Now where is your faith? .
Your faith has ‘deceived you,

However, the malice of the enemy goes further and again and again
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svord and gpear is seized. They do not let even the dead Christ rest. The
wicked mind and counsel of the world is aimed at wiping out Christianity root
and branch. The persecutors of Christiang are never satisfied with humbling

the Church and pressing it into a corner, When Saul was still a Jew he not only
found hig delight in perseccuting Christians in Jerusalem but had no rest and
wvent by order of the Pharisces to Damascus in order to hunt out disciples of
Christ there. In the lands in vhich the papaists again suppressed the Gospel,
Luther's pure doctrine they as much as they could removed and killed the true
doctrine and, when the Church of the pure Word was already dead and lay pros-
trate, still dragged the last heretics out of the corners and holes, The hos-
tile world gives the Lord Christ and Christianity no pardon. No one dare at-
tempt to remember this great dead Person in praise in its hearing, in its cir~-
cles, The name of the crucified Christ is taboo and cursed, To all other idle
chatter, to the most sacriligious jabber the world, also the pious world, grants
free course; only conversation about Jesus the Crucified and Risen One is not
permitted and vhere it wants to rise stifle and suppress it with force, )

Meanvhile these foes 1lie and play the hypocrite in the very things
which they speak and contrive against Christ the crucified. The Jewish chief
priests and scribes really did not belicve their ovn allegations that the dis-
ciples of Jesus would come and steal Jesus' body. Those fearful men who had
fled away at the first meeting did not awaken the suspicion that they would un-
dertake such a bold attempt and show off before the people with this Christ
vhom their lecaders nailed to the cross. A particular consideration lay at the
bottom of those malicious schemes of the Jewish leaders-against the dead Christ.
They feared this dead One, they therefore hated him so completely unto death
and into the grave itself, By mcans of Caesar's soldlers they wanted to pro-
tect themselves against this crucified and buried Man, They also had seen and
heard some of the miraculous signs which had occurred after Jesus' death. They
had also become aware how the secret followers of Jesus, their fellow council-
lors Joseph and Nicodemus suddenly against such heroic courage and came forward.
That looked suspicious to them, The though awakened: What if this Deceiver
actually were God's Son? What if he would actually make that true which he
predicted, "After three days I will rise again?" Then woe, woe to his murder-
ers! Yes, Jesus' word of his resurrection, what Jesus had once said to the
Pharisees in Galilee of the sign of Jonah and in Jerusalem of rebuilding the
temple of his body ate 1ike a gnawing worm, like a hidden fire in their heart
and conscience, o ' ' '

A bad conscience added to their fear. Their conscience had told them
that this Jesus had not taught and done his miracles as a juggler and magician,
not with the power of the devil but with the power of -~ God's finger had
touched them, Hence; they struggled against their own consclence with their
hatred of Christ., After they had nailed Christ to the cross and buried him,
this secret anxiety and fear had only increased. The fateful third day drew
near, With alarm they saw it draw closer. They suspected what was to occur;
but in incomprchensible rage, spite, and malice, as though in despair they op-
posed the Stronger One to the very last, They defended themselves against him
even to blood and if they themselves should be defeated.

' That is the extreme degree of malice and spite, of hatred toward
Christ and God, when unbelievers, liars, and hypocrites against the testimony
of their ovn conscience defy God's might, the power of the truth. Yes, indeed,
Christ's foes really do not believe their own talk; thcy have an evil con-
science, they are afraid of that Crucified whom they revile and blaspheme -and
trample under foot, They suspect that the tables can be turned, so that they
fall to the ground and he arises in power. However, in spite of this they
fight to the very end with all their powers, despairingly as though to the-
death against God and God's Word, against the Gospel, and their own conscience,
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0f a truth, an awful depth of malice.

; In- the Passion story the heathen judge Pontius Pilate is also counted
among Christ's foes. In our text he shows, the same behavior wvhich he had ob-
served earlier in that injust verdict, He was a refined, flexible, crafty world-
ling. He proved to be just as polite, grac lous, and obliging to Christ's foes,
the chief priests and Pharisees as to Jesus' followers, Joseph of Arimathea and
Nicodemus," He immediately granted the petition to the one as to the other. DBut
no one was, ever to come to him again with that question of their religion. He
was a despiser and a mocker., The truth had needled him also. However, he had
immediately torn the sting from his heart. He wanted to hear no more of these
things. - Thus he algo despised those last words of the Jeds, what they said of
Christ, and mocked the fears of the Jews as well as also the hopes of the be-
lievers when he said, "Ye have a watch; go your way, and make it as sure as ye
can." V.65, Just take care that this dead Man does not rise}

A true picture of the worldlings who are not concerned about'religion,
believing anything, these despisers and mockers of this world'They are friendly
and polite to everyone, Christians and nonchristians, but no one should annoy
them with questions of religion and Christianity, ~ Such talk ‘they despise from
their heart and have their fun over it, moclking superstition ‘and the true faith.
Fundamentally, these neutral people are counted among Christ's enemies and pull
in the same yoke with. the declared opponents of the Gospel, join them in fight-
ing Christ and his kingdom just as also Pilate approved and supported this final
. hostile attack of the Jews upon Christ, ‘on that dead Christ,

e 11,
. Men thought it unto evil But God meant it unto pood. God has also

a little word to say. First of all, God allowed this to happen so that the Jews
could play their last little wicked part against his Anointed, so that they
would surround his grave with Roman soldiers, God let them have their way.
Finally, he surrendered his foes, the opponents of his Son to their perverted
mind, That was a terrible but deserved punishment. Then also, when Christ had
arisen he revealed his Son neither to the unbelieving Jews nor to Pilate. They
had despised. the mighty signs and words of Jesus and hardened themselves to the
very end to: the voice of God's Son. Hence, God surrendered them to the judgment
of a hardened heart, let them sit in their fear and anxiety. This secret anxi-
. ety and fear and their, evil-conscience was already an indicatioh of the last
..wrath, the beginnings of the pains of hell.,  Thus Cod deals with the wrong-headed,
vith the embittered, hardened foes of the Gospel who snort ‘and rage to the bit-
ter end against Christ. He is a righteous God who does not let himself be mocked
and ‘surrenders those who simply will not let themselves be shovn and chastised

to their unbelief and ‘superstition, to fear and terror, and finally to the pains
of hell and damnation. Hence, let us fear God and make use of Cod's grace and
‘patience, 8o that some day we do not fall into the hands of God‘s maJesty.

However while God let Christ's foes have their way to the very end,
he at the same time took their evil designs into his hand, Against their will
they must honor Christ and the truth., God .trapped these cunning men in their
own lie and deceit. The one lie canceled the other. First they pretended ‘that
his disciples would come and steal the body of Jesus and took preventive measures
so .that. it should and could not be stolen, placing watchmen and guards at the
grave., Thus this deceit was Sufficiently prevented How could they later, when
Christ had risen, atill insist that his disciples had stolén him? God frustrates
the thoughts of the wise, the unbelieving. He entangles ‘their thoughts. At
last they lie, revile, and blaspheme without any reason or sense. 0ne lie cancels
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the other. They lic, blaspheme, and say that all Christianity, the death and
resurrection of Christ, is a fairy tale, an invention and deceilt of supersti-
tioun Christians. And they they again deride and ridicule Christianity, the
religion of the crucified Christ as an unheard of, unbelievable piece of folly.
How can people fall into such folly and invent such unbelievable tales?

Against their will the Jewish leaders must bear testimony to the
truth. They helped spread Jesup' word, "In three days I will rise again."
This word wag a thorn in their eye, a sting in their conscience, That they

so carnestly fought against it proves that they were not completely indifferent
to these words. The cnemies of the Cospel, without knowing and intending to, -
must often bear testimony to the truth of-the Gospel. Whilst they challenge

the Cospel they take these very words into their mouth and spread them and bring
them to the people. And the zeal with which they fight against these words in-
dicates that these words are not dead letter, not empty prattlc; that there

actually is something to these words,

According to Cod's counsel and will Christ's foes must glorify Christ,
confirm the truth of the Gospel, promote God's work. To their wicked work and
design Cod glves a direction which they themselves think of the least, The Jew-
ish leaders sealed the grave of the Lord so that no one could open the grave ‘
without breaking the scal and carefully guarded it through a host of soldiers.,
Thus they did only what they could in order to hinder Cod's great work, the
resurrection of Christ from the dead. However, God turned the matter around.

By these preparations they must in his hands work his purposes., On thelr part
the wicked Jews excluded the possibility that people took Jesus' body from the
grave and reproved as lies the foolish talk that the disciples had stolen him.
then on the third day the grave was then empty, the seal broken, the stone
rolled away, that could have happened only by a miracle of Cod. Yes, God him-
self awakened his child Jesus. The soldiers kept pcople away. od alone had a
hand in this. According to God's counsel, Christ, God's Son broke through
atone, bar, and seal. His glorious resurrection is the surest support of our
redemption. Thus the wicked Jews had to assist in confirming our most holy
£aith: Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures and was buried and

on the third day rose again,

Similar things have happened at all times. Christ's enemies have
merely furthered Cod's work, Christ's kingdom through their spite, malice, and
enmity, After the great work of the redemption was completed, after Christ
died and rose again, the Gospel of the crucified and risen Christ 1s preached
to all people to the salvation of the world, God's work to this day is that
through the Cospel he gathers for himself a Church from all people and tongues,
Christ's foes, the unbelievers have ever and again raged and stormed against
the Cospel and Christ's Church. However, by thelr raging and murdering they
have not destroyed but buillt God's kingdom. When the Jews of Palestine perse-
cuted and scattered the Christians, the Gospel came to the heathen., When the
pope with his holy saints opposed Luther's doctrine with every possible opposi-
tion, spared no means or weapons, summoned every possible lie and slander, vio-
lent deed and qmurder against the Gospel, this nonsensical hatred must merely
contribute to bring the truth of the Gospel so rmuch the more clearly to the
light of day and atrengthen the faithful confessors in their convictions. All
the evil plots of the hostile world to this very hour tend only to promote, con-
firm and spread Cod's kingdom. Cod still gathers his Church through the Gospel
of the crucified Christ and leads it to the consummation. We persevere to the
end in the way and work of God: 1t is the glorification of the congregation,
the resurrection of the righteous. Christ's foes oppose it and want to stop
Cod's work., They ridicule this last deceit, Judgment Day. They summon all
their skill and power, set all the powers of nature in motion in order to make
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their earthly house, the world, stand absolutely firm. However, in so doing,
they heap sin upon sin, disgrace upon disgrace, stumble over each other in their
sacrilege, in their plasphemy and thus merely speed up the work of the Lord,
work to their own prave and ruin. The raging of the people, the unbelief and
impudent mockery of the world which reaches up into- heaven confirms our faith,
our hope. Certainly the hour is near which brings us our redemption, Now we
still suffer with Christ and stand under the cross. However, under this very
pressure and cross we prailse God and say, "Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us
again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to
“an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved
in heaven: for you." 1 Pet 1:3.4, Amen,

Completed this 3rd dayvof Augﬁst, 1962.

. SOLI DEO GLORIA
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