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1 7 .  13-4r.arinl 

Jacob's f a r e ~ ~ e l l  t V  his sons was his farewell to the jl,~)r-d arid 
to his life rvhich he called short slid full of trolible. Holrercr, this 
1)atriarcll had his face set toward hope He llad "rvlait& for God's 
salvation," and in the rereli~tion give11 ]linl hc salv Christ's day 
did Abrahan~. 

Not yet does Judah take over or ;ictunlly Begill his reign. ~t was 
clear enoiigh to ill1 thc tribes that what Jacob s c .  ' i l c  1 was of' thc f~i ture .  
But ~ l a r l  of salvation goes 011 ;ind 1sr;iel's sons n l ~ ~ s t  iilo\;c on to 
the Prolnised Land. Centuries f io~s  on like Ricer Njlc thev kller\ 
so U'itll the rule of the Ph;lronll that kncrr. not J ~ ~ ~ ~ ] ~ '  coincs 
the tinle of great t r ib~~lntion and ~l>presrion, wllcll i t  seemed ~ ~ ( 1  
Ji;l(j forgotten His people. hlang 3 Iienrt longecl for the llcro w~lo l l l  
~ ( ) u l ( l  be given "the necks of their enc111ies7~-s(, ]ittic llope, so littic 
Ilflp, seemingly no groirtll of ]<~lo\r-~edge of tlleir God. ,To br 
surf ,  individoal 1sr;lelites shon; tlleir t;lith. 'TIle gLlilc~ lilidn-ices 
llas two lenders that stand LIP  ;~g;linst tIic kirlgJs mctIlod of l,illlllls- 
tion control. T h e y  do SO in faith and are blessed. faitll  tilc pilr.. 
cnts of &loses hid him for tllrcc nionths. BLIt  :lnotller t\ro golcr;r- 
tiolls Pilss before the time of  tribolation nil(] slaver!, coiues to cu( l ,  
A trcnlendoos explosion of nlirscles, of  j~idgrncnt n l l i l  (lclii.cl:j, l;lhcs 
Place : ~ n d  I S M C ~  is 011 tlic move bacli t(, . i t \  c)rjainal ]10111cliill(7. 

Nothing c i ~ n  stor> this thrlist, no t  the sen, nol. t I l c  /Illln]e];itc. 
nor the Golden Calf. Thc  forty j8c;,rs in~poscd (111 Tsrilel Sol- I ~ ; l l i ; i n u  
a t  thc  last i i~oment  before taking GotlJs coirntr- ;ire n trailling pel.iod. 
Tile tiilic ~01llcs ~ v h r n  Isl-ael, ~ ~ ~ l i t c c i ,  t o~ igh ,  iluraI,lt, ;illd, 
blessed by thc T-r~rd of hosts rolls l i l ~  ;I Juggcr~~; lot  over pcol)lc i \ l ~ d  
natiol~s. (;oil is 1vit1t 21cr :111d all ol~t.mjcs j ~ ~ ~ l s t .  f]c'c ])ct:orc ]lcl-. 

I<vcr!. tinlc tlic cloud O F  Gad's glorv lifts froln the 1 :,lid 

c\.cry tinlc rhc arli ~ n o i c s  fol-\~.arti  .\~osc.s jll-;~!~s: "I:isc 111). O I ~ ) r t l ,  
2nd let thinc enenlies hc scattered and  Ict thcni t h a t  liatc tl~c'c: flee 
l~cfore thcc." 

Not f a r  fr-)m the l{ivcr ]ordarl lies the plain of h l ~ i b .  Hvrc tllc 
orcat camp lvas to .uatlicr new  ON-er for the fin:il t1lr~lst~ 
3 

iigainsl tile nations 1)ctrvcen the people :~nd  tlleil: Go('- 

orc]nined goal. this time tile terror of their concjilesr 113s grijilicd 
the i,rollcl-gentilc n;lcions. t],is time n rloicc is he;lr(i s:i).jllg ir'O1'- 
derful rllings ai,)out isrecl and i ts  Gild. N o t  n prOl)llet of tl"ir orrll 

I,eople b u t ; ,  sootllsllvcr is calle(j to speak ulords ;lrc likc fiilcs- 
s ianic  moL1ntain~Ops irolll jvhosc heigllt n panorama of flltllrc cvelits 

str-ctchecj to  tllc. very h o r i z o ~ ~  of etcrnit!'. 
Not propliccv of Ba]:l;lm mas thc first sign ;lftcr mn''!' 

vcars of ligl,t.ess and sightless wanderings. Not a t  3'1. Ever sir'cc 

that bush the signs of Gocl's snl~~at ion ;ln(l c ( ~ ~ ' ~ n ; l n t  Iverc 

, , ,Lll~ii,~ier~ to pcoplc, Hsr-j]y a page Of the t)()()ks F~xOdils' 
iqulnhcrs is nitllout Messianic character. Fro111 tllc t9'c 

of , .e~cmptioll  f rom lxgypt to the svn>bol-cnw~ap~ed tabcr1l'clc) 
the declaratiOl, (;oc17s solemn covenant to es~ l~ l i s "ment  Of 



sacrifices :incl .regill;ltions c\.cr!. \\,as filleci jvi. tll  tile xcmi~~( lers  of 
God's promises and grace. ~ i e a r l g  the Lord was with them. 
drank from Christ the Rock ancl ate the bread from heaven. As they 
prepare to enter and arc near Jcricho the events that arc recorded 
in the chapters of Numbers 22-24 occur. 

Tjalali, son of Zippor, was king of the Moabites. I-Ic wits a~vecl 
at the mystifyjng ]night of Israel. Even the conference ~vitlr the 
h/Iitlinnit.es and tIic result of it affrrned the fact that Israel was Iick- 
ing up all nations "as an os licks up tllc grass of the field." Hunlan 
help :inti I I ; ~ ~ L I ~ : I ~  strength promisect no help. TIlerc must be some- 
thing tlliit call stop Isrilcl. hi supcl-stitions despair :I ~iiessage is sent 
to Balnanl. I-Ic is to curse Israel. 

13nlaaln must have had quitc ti rep~ltatiori for power. In the 
~n in d  of tlrc king and his counselors Balaam is the last court of 311- 
peal. Tlle dcspcratc situatioil ilnd their frantic call for help as well 
as the bribes they offer and the pay they pro~nise speak for the repu- 
tatioi? of UaIoar11 as a grcat magus. 

'I'hc s~bsc~~uent~~leta i led 'nccount  of thc nlesrage m )jillanm and 
the rclie\ued and recioublcd effort wllerl the first invitation is cleclined 
heighten the expectation anct increase tllc tension. I t  lvould be in- 
tcres t in~ to take n close look at Bn1a;ml. Farnous as ilc is, Ile ;ippeors 
to bc a rlcliculous imposter. Tkc  holy write]: seems to I l n \ r e  ;I hulnoroLrs 
glean) in his eyc as he tells thc story. Ilalaam is a mystcry. Hc kllolvs 
who the true God is. Hc I<nows of God's covcnant wit-r Israel. I-Ie. 
lillows Got) Y;lhrvell is thc most high God. lVas ;I bc]ieyer- Did 
1 1 ~  ~ ~ o r s h i ] ~  God? E-Ic obfys God, fears God in his way, :,nrl God iloes 
~:cveal 1.o hin l  ~vllat the future I~olds for Israel all(] all the xvor]d. 
f t  scellls th i~ t  he  IS the dcril of avarice and c(,vetousnc\s ,:iding 
Ilim. WJle~l C:OC~ h)r His own purpose lcts il;llaam go to 
wit11 Balak and mhcn drcnms of new riches dirlce throllgh i~alanm's 
head, God girlcs Ilinl a deadly warning ancl Balaarn's :&zing ass 
~13c"s l o  him. The disconccrting interference prepares .Balonnl not 
to give jvay to deceit and lies for the sake of rl~oncy and fame. Balaan~ 
:lrl-[vcs ant! is rcceivcd with a11 17omp and cjrcunlst3nce. From here 
on kh-cun becomes the solemn leader for the liturgy of hate that 
Monb wants carried out against Israel. So the ii~ngic begins. Balaalll 

lend to a ~nountaiii range from which he has a view of the far- 
sprcnd cam11 of the Israelites from one end to tllc other-as if he 
thus werc better able to put  the "hex" on this people. Now conles a 
(ley of sacrifices and worship in rvllicll, nu doubt, the people, and 
a1)or.e all, the lting and :dl llis coort participate. T h e  ceremollics are 
so]cnln. Seven altars and severeil oxen and seven rams arc 13rePared. 
i\nd fis the burnt offerings are lnade Balaam goes l o  ;I hidl place by 
himself commune ]yifi  GO^. God speaks to Ualenm, and He 
to indicate that the nunlber sevell proves that this is really '' 
iice to the true God. cod sends Balaaln ivith a first nlcssage baclz 
to BdB1k %d hk p ~ ~ p , \ ~ .  n3j9lt 2nd a\\ h e  princes stanal'y the 
of burnt in cxpcctation of the oraclc that lvo~ll~ '  them 
Ijalanm icnor lie mill nlore than disappoillt then'. 

he 



frankly explains that he cannot: crirsc. tv1:llerc God blcsscs and recites 
the solclnn chant of the revelation God has gircn him concerning 
thc pcoplc ( X L I I ~ .  23 : 9- 10) : 

For from the top of the roclis I scc liim, and fro111 the hills I 
behold him. lo, the people shall not I)c rccl\onccI among the 
nations. 

IVho can count the dust of Jacob, and the nrrml>er of the 
fourth part of Israel? Let 111e die the death of the rightcous. 
:111d let rn? last end be liJ;c. his! 

What  Ealaanl has see11 is son~ething both physical and spiritual, 
110th for tiwe :tnd eternity. This seer knows that fie sees bliss be- 
yoncl hunlan power and riches. He  can but  -tvisll h e  were a nle~nber 
of this people. Himself faced ~ v i t h  the realities of life ;lntl death, 
he can but wish he corild die the death of the rigliteo~ts, a death 
better than the life of thc godless. 

I331ali I<IIOWS what 13alaa1n 11;1s said is riot ;I cursc b~.t t  ;1 blessing. 
expected, Balali remonstrates. But Balaam tells him hc cannot 

do otherwise. Nevertheless, Balak wants to try again. At  tile rites 
of augury practiced 11); iclolators, it was not Lirlcomrnorl f'or n sec- 
O I I ~  test to he made if thc first was not favorable to the plans of the 
~vorshipper. Sonletimes, therefore, another- animal was slain and 
another liver exaiiiined for ;i better sign. In this case Balnk thinlis 
n relocation of the worship service ~ n l g h t  bring :i diffcrerit prcdic- 
tion. I-Ie pre.r:ails on 12nlaam to tr!; again, and Ealann~ has tllc sccrct 
21ope that Got1 might change His mind :is Go(1 seemcd to I-la~;c done 
~vheil 12alaam aslied a second tinic to be permitted to go 1.i.itl.1 tllc 
1ncssengc.rs *of Balalc. 

'Tl~crt. follo~vs a scco~~cl  solelnn ivorsllip and a sccond sot 01 

altars and n second series of sacrifices. l'crhaps the first time some- 
thing vital had been neglcctccl or some rite liacl bee11 jrnperfectl!. 
performed. B ~ i t  the secontl try brings only more glory to Isracl. It 
is like preaching the glory of the chosen people to thc gentiles. Some 
daw the gentiles were to walk in the light of Israel's rising, but as 
)-ei Israel is n terror to them. Not hv chance is Israel the pun-cr and 
threat that it seems. I t  is n chosen i;eople. God does not change His 
~ n i n d .  God is not Inan. For centuries God had promised what IIc 
was going to do for Israel. r\nd what I le  has promisecl He will do. 
The covenant of grace is the blessing of forgiveness. Balak hclievcs 
Israel to be no  better than his own people-but is mistalwn. Rut 
flalaam tells him that God will not see iniquity in Jacob or perwrse- 
ness in Israel (23:21)-rather, that Isracl has God; it has Im- 
r~lanuel; its king is its God. 

Balaan1 has heard in spirit the triumphant roar rising fro111 the 
people as their king is presented to them. T h e  cheer of victory per- 
\lades the camp o f  Israel. It is as if this seer hears the song of the 
angels, archangels, and of all the company of heaven. I-Ie hcars the 
hosannas and \la\\e\ujah~ of a\\ believers. The pictore or visioll 
Jacob had of the victorious lion of Jodah is part of Balaaln's vision. 
(23 : 2 4 )  . . . Balak is told this people is invincible. 



What  now? Balak is clespcrate. He grasps at  straws. Perchance 
Balaanl could at least work out a compromise, something that is 

total blessing nor total curse. This is like the theological com- 
promise that would neither approvc nor condemn doctrines. Hence, 
Balalc makes a third try. HOW desperate the enemies of Israel have 
become. How ridiculous this waste of time and labor and sacrifices. 
Again ;I new location, again seven altars, again a new set of sacri- 
ficial ani~llals must bc slaughterec'i. This time Balaam does not ask 
to bc excused so that he might commtme with God. This  time he 
faces toward Israel, which he can plainly see from thc high spot 
chosen by Balak, 3 summit on R4t. Peor. The  words of Balanm's 
oracle flow with majestic beauty, a beauty we can only appreciate 
as we remcmber that thc seer here emphasizes the source of this 
re~elation. Elc is inspired. God has come over him. God has thrown 
hiill into ;I trance. Gocl has opcned his inner eyes to see Goct's vision. 

What clocs hc sec this time? He sees the conquest of the 
j'romiscd Land. EIc sccs then1 settled in the land where lllilk ancl 
I.~onc\i flow and 11c sees a Icing greater than famous Agag ruling 
1:hcm. 'Phe vision conclucles with convincing logic that Gocl who 
t~rouglit: Israel out of Egypt (by  this time everybody Icnows with 
\\;hat ~liighty wo~l(lcrs it was done) is the God who will finish His 
~vork. 'l 'l~is was said in thc previous vision, This is what Got1 has 
i~ ; ro l~g l~ t .  Again Ralaanl confirms the vision of the Lion of Juclah and 
iv i th  i t  t l l c  other high promises madc to the patriarchs: "Blessecl is 
11c that blesseth thee, nnct cursed is hc that curseth thee," n j>romise 
first given to Abraham (Gcn. 12 :  3).  

Now Balak's paticncc is a t  an enrl. He bangs his hands to- 
gcthcr and tells 13alaam to run for his life or he will tear him to pieces. 
f:rustr;lted, Balaanl fcels the injustice. I-Iad h c  not told the nlessengers 
this very thing! Ealaam cannot do otherwisc. Not only had Gocl given 
him t l ~ c  Inessage; IIe hacl also ~ n a d e  him proclainl it. Was there 
c:vcr suc l~  a prophet, univilling but forcccl to cleclnre the blessing! 

Now some thing happens not espected. Balaam, it seems, has 
seen more tllan he has told. The  vision on the third try seems less 
than thc second. In truth it was probably even greater than the first 
and i 1 . 1 ~  sccond. Balsam, too, is angry. W c  can see him turn to the 
liill: allti lool; into that face pnrplc with rage: "I'll give you a bonus. 
1'11 redly tell  yo^^ what will happen to you and your crowd. 1'11 tell 
!'OL1 li~1.13t the end .tvilI 2x2 lil;e." 

Thus  begins one of thc most brilliant and beloved pre'Tictions 
of the hlessinh and His I(ingdom. Ralaarn, not  without good reason, 
ir~troduccs the oracle with the solemn claim that this is God's IYord. 
For 311 who knon: the character of the Scriptures as the inspired 
\I7ord of God this is a sample of how po\verfully the truth conies to 
men fro111 the Spirit of God. This is inspiration in its most intense 
forni. 'Tilose who of the concept of verbal inspiration 3s a 
theory and mile a t  those who consider it infallible sho~lld know that 
the Sl>irir of God can an ass speak tnlth, can make the ass' 



owner see the trnt1i, can  even ioakc a pagan high priest propIlec\, 
Here the seer tells what  eiilailatcd fro111 God. He describes i t  
24:  15-1 6)  : "The mall !\;hose eyes are open hath saitl: J,lat]l said 
ivhich heard t h c  ~ i o r d s  of God,  ant1 i r l ~ e n  the l ; ~ a ) r ~ ~ I e ( ~ g ~  of nrost 
High, i,\zhicll s aw  the vision of the illmighty, falling illto ir;lncc, 

11 t .  

bu t  haviilg Ilis c):cs open. This is direct re\-elation, 1,roplletic \;isi(jll, 
exclusion of t1lc outer s c i~sc  but  an opening of eyes for 2 \:isioll oi 
n I;liowing and scc j~ ig  ~v11at: t he  i i l ~ ~ i i g h t y  an(1 Ilighest God rc\:cals. 

FL1henel;el: God sl~caks through man,  God malies use of a nlan's 
I<1lon:1cdgc, gifts,  ilnd skills, but FIc always says exact]\; iVhnt  I - J ~  
wants to sn)., ~vlietl ier thc man ,  i n  this case Bnl;lanl, is ivillilig or 
not. Got1 speal;s 11y iiislisation. I-iis \I7orci is it nciv esaltr(1 pen]; of 
thc A,Icssi:~nic ~~ i ; t s s i \ - c  m o u n t a i ~ i  of Gotl's T170rd : 

"I sce Hiill, b u t  not  not^.; 

T 1)choltl 'FIIIII, l ~ l t  not nigh : 
it s t a r  shall  come forth out  of Tncob, 

nncl :t sccptcr s1i;tll risc out. of ls~.;icl; 
i t  shall crusli tlic forehead of Moab, 

i.ll.id I~rc;lk t lo~vn a11 thc solis of S'lleth. 
.I7tlonl s1l;ill 11c tlisl~ossesscd, 

Seil- also. his enemies, shall bc tlisl~osscssctl, 
ivhi lc I sL;\c1 docs ~;;lli;tlltl.y. 

t3v , . I ncol-, sli;lll tloniinion 1)e esc~.ciscd, 
arlc'l tlle s~~r:\,i\,ol.s of cities be dcstroyctl!" 

I'l1e11 hc 1ool;ctl or1 /\ni:ilek, illid tool< u p  his tliscoussc, 
:tat1 si~itl ,  
"Aliialck 11 ;is tllc first of tlic nations, 
b u t  .in the  e11d 11c shall conlc to dcstruc~ion." 

i\ntl llc loolicd 011 t l ~ c  Ikni te ,  and  took up his tlisco~r~.sc. 
and said, 
" l ' ~ l i l ~ l r i r ~ g  is \.our cl~vclling place, 

itilcl your nest is sct in the rock; 
%c\..ct-theless Kain  shall bc wasted 

L!~ltil ~ i s s l i u r  sliall takc you a.iilay capti itc? 
/\.11il 1 1 ~  tool< up his dis~oi11:sc, and siiicl, 

"/\las, ivlio s1-1a11 jive i v l x n  Got1 docs this: 
Rut  ships shall come froin Kittin1 

a n 0  shall amict ilsshul- iind Eber; 
r.11ld 11c also shall come to destr i ic t io~~."  

It  nii1y 1~ 13aliilc J<nc\v that in order to dcfent Israel one ]lati to 
c.uL Tsrncl off fro111 thc  p o ~ v e r  nil(] hlcssillg of their God. This  ivas 
wry  c1e;il- to 13alnIi ivhen h c  went to P,:t]aam: ivithout the bjvssings 
of God 1sr;lcI ~ r o u l d  peris11 nlisernl~h;. R i i t  Israel had not  pcrishcd jn 
Egypt, Israel had not  pcrishcd in the fililden~ess, R I I ~  Israel li;,d 
hold 011 God I S  loilg :is it trllsted i l l  His 1,lcssing. Tncob. ~ v r c s t l i l l ~  



G O ~ ,  conquered by his liold on God: "1 leare rliee not, except 
thou bless l~le."  Israel rvould nescr be clefeatcd as long as it trusted 
ill (;odJs promises. How could any world porvcr triulllplr over the 
,cop~c Iyllosc rJcr); existence was 11); God's grace and truiir? God held I: I-ljs hilll(l 01.~1. /lbrahnm, isaac, and Jacob. A Laban me! pursue 

ill ] l~ ) t  Linger till God s t o p  liinl ;ind orders him 110t to speak 
i I 7  ,vl.Lltll 1.0 .f:lCob. A I I ~  when J:~cuh fears thc wratli of Esau, God 
I),rOnlises lljn; protection. Thr rc  is even n possibility that Balaanl 
,lliyht bc an Edomitc. Edolll had ;i i:rputatio~i f o r  n7isdom. At  a11 
c,:cnts, B31;lam Imows that thcrc is 110 way of crittiilg fsrael's lifeline. 

'\\iJl;lt 1jal:ian~ tries later was a dcilionic trick 2nd sllorvs 'Dalaanl 
nc \  cr forgot tllat h c  lost n king's r;insool Lecnose of Ismel. But i ~ o r ~ ,  
j,, his tlisjiltst with Balak, lie iungrily tllrorvs open the rvindon. to 

1, c f t I  I LIl .C t ll;~t lias giv~11 lii~ii ;1 r r i~\ \ \-  that rc;lches out bcyond tllc 
,,,.~:s(.~III. iilil~ost illto ctcrnity, tlrat rcacllcs ou t  a h \ - e  end bcyoncl all 
J ; l l r , . i \ , l  ;inti u11knorv11 po.it-crs. IVc, rvho hnvc seen the fulfillment of 
1 . 1 ~ ~ :  \..ision gcnntccl this seer,  nus st admire the unification of the gen- 
c>l.31 ;111d tllc l ~ a r t i ~ ~ i l a r - t l l ~  ;\l)stract n1lc7 the concrete-blending 
j11t0 ;1 l)ortr;~ynl that coniln~~nicates .ivhnt all Christians confcsr;: 
C111 ,-is! is I'jcto~: over all His eneliiies. 

'Tliis scctio11 of tllc vision shows ordel: and synumetry. Four 
c,l-;~clcs ;I).? ~ i \ . e n ,  l : o ~ ~ r  times it is said: "1-:Ic took up his sentence." 
l"l l(~s(~ ' i ~ ~ [ ~ t ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ "  ;IS(: cnllcc7 I L ~ Z . L . ~ I L ,  usuall!. n tern1 for a I)]-ophctic 
tli\.irlc o~:aclc. Tlic translation of thc I<i~ig jaliles Version is "l~arablc" 
1 - ' 0 1 -  , / / t 7 ~ 1 1 ( 7 1 ;  1 .11~  I<e\.isc.tl S ta~~t lard  Version sil\!s ' i d i ~ ~ o ~ i r ~ e . ' J  Tlic 
c ,o~l tcs t  sl,o\\:s c;lc'Ii of- these scct-ions tc be a propl~ctic: vision referring 
Io ill(: 1.~latio1.1 I)et\vcc17 Israrl ni~ci thc natior~s of the ivorld. Thc  
pt-og~-c:ssio~~ of t houg1it leads fro~11 A,loab to I!dom, fro111 Edoill tu 
.;.\I li:~lcl;, to t l lr: Kcl~itcs, to other ftiturc worlcl por.crcrs. Thc sanlyling 
of.' cr~c~iiics js jntercsting as jt shows nations that havc n blood rela- 
ti011 to Isr:lctl: Edorn-1;:sntl and h!loub. TIic cnn~i ty  of tllc gentiles 
is ~~cpi-csc~~tct l  I)); the nation that spear7rieadetl the attack against the 
c : ~ \ c ~ ~ i ~ n t :  j?coplc, /\lna)cli. Tllc l~eculiar historic rclation of thc 
i<.cl~itcs to rsrncl is a sanlplc of nations that share blessings n ~ i t h  thc 
~ ~ c ~ l ' l c  of' Got1 wlliie not con1l7lctcly bccoming n part of the111. T h c  
f i 1 sight of :I distant future spealis of awesome conflicts among 
\ \  or-Id po\vcrs that also shall "perish forever"-world history in a 
co ndcn scd fonn, represei~ting nations that become typical for all fu- 
tll1.c l?~\vcl:s? l)o.i\:ers that arc 311 clestinecl to be shattered by the scepter 
o f  iron that \i,ill rise out  of Ju(la]l. 

1~irl;1;111i saw: "I see Him . . . yet nor.i~." The onc ~ v h o m  
:I;lcob ssrv in his son Judah, Shiloh, the Lion of Judall, now is seen 
1 1  1): flnlnalii as an individual, n future person. "I sight Him . . . 

1 1  , \'ct .- near.  T jn~e  2nd spncc a re  no barrier to God's revelation. 
l ! rcry real is the One of whom Balaaln speahs. The  seer 

Hi111. ~ ~ C U S C S  on Him, describes Hiln in His polirer and vjctoq 
'"ld yet lmorrs this to be nn errent of eschatological significance-an 
' " ' ~ ' t ~ j  sh()~ving the ~ v a y  to fill1 realization of God's plans. 



T'htlre shall  c o i l ~ ~  a star fro111 Jacob" is parallel to thc scntcncc. 
arlri a scepter arises from Isracl." T'his is easy to undcrstancl as a 

reference to the  Orlc seen a n d  cnr.isaged. I-le is represented b). a 
star. ii star is symbolic of po-rvcr ant? has beel-1 usccl 111; almost all 
ancient ciri1iz:ltions as represerltirlg a ruler i n  his glory. The men- 
tioning of a scepter i n  the parallel statement confirms the fact that 
a ruler is seen. T h e  scepter of Tudaii is mentioned in thc previous 
visiorl of Jacol), a n d  as ~ v c  h a w  noticcd in  the other "scntenccs" of 
13alaa111, h e  refers to the testament of Jacob as though Ile \\;ere 
Faniiliar wit11 the First Booli of h'loscs. I t  is intcrcsting to note,  as 
does I V .  Vischer, that the word for sceptcl- in  thc I-Iebrcn. h;1s also 
l.)een used to clescribc a comet. The star (ltal;cs his course," says thc 
test. Both star a n d  scepter are  seen arising fro111 Jacob whose covc- 
n a n t  n a r m  is Israel. The scepter smashes the corners or te111ples of 
hloab and the  crown or  head of the s m s  of Sheth.  

-fhc scepter Jvas often ~ l s c d  as a u.;ir-club. In a rclicf presenting 
21 pharaoh esecutirlg the chiefs of his enemics, ~ v o  see l i i n ~  using 
t-his ~var-club to s~nas l l  tlic sl;ulls of the tlcfeatctl k i ~ ~ g s  Iinecling beforc 
h im.  Beautifully wrought clubs or scepters of ebony arid i ~ f o r y  1la.i.c 
bee11 found in  Egypt's tombs, and  thcre car1 bc no misunders tan t l i r~~ 
of the dire message Ealaanl gives &loah, who I I I U S ~  lienr for the first 
time wha t  h e  had  feared might come to pass if Isracl wcrc not stopped 

$ 1  ' in its luggerrlaut-like progress. Balaam atlvcrtiscs," as thc I<]\' 
puts it, ivhat these people will (lo to 13aIak's pcoplc in thc latter,  the 
futrirc days. To ta l  destruction ar~t l  cxecution a t  thc: i.lands of Jsracl! 
;I shattering of t hc  head or crolvn of the sons o f  confusion. le remi i~h  
48 : 45  cjuotes this verbatim, escept that thc word for vcl-tcs (Gel:- 
man  : Scheitel) is spclled in Numl>crs Ihl-kar and only hcrc. so. In 
Jereniiah the ~ l l o r e  frequent spelling is I<tz~lknd. In this parallelism 
Moab is the sarnc as the sons or  c'tiildren of: confusion. I n  let-emiali 
tllc KJV translates the n-ortl with "the t u m ~ ~ l t ~ i o u s  o~lcs." ?'his might 
rneali "ii~armongers" from thc verb "to sccthe, to roar." hloab's dcstruc- 
tion is announcccl as punishnlent For op1!0siiig Tsrael ( 2 4 :  9 )  in 
cliloting almost t-erbntim God's ~co r t l  to Abraham: "Blessed be every 
one who blesses you and cursed bc every one who curses you." A 
curse flung a t  Israel is, according to Gotl's promisc, :I boorner:i~lg that. 
falls bacl; on the  curser. T h e  history of thc people of Got1 hns sllown 
this tirnc and  again,  not onlv under thc dispensations of God in 
ancient days, but even to ou r  (lay. God's people, thc truc Israel, arc 
~x-otected by Gotf ancl avenged 1 ) ~  Him. 

\Vhile thc fire of God's wrath ~ v a s  directed against thc cnc~nics  
of Isrrlel, the Edomites, who  liratf r e f ~ ~ s c d  to let their "brothers" pass 
through their land a n d  had ne\:ertheless been sparctl becausc of  theii: 
descent from J7~ i l l 1 ,  .[;icob's brother, u.crc !.ct not to cscnpc Go~l's 
1-engenncc. Ed0111 and Aft. Seir are parallel terms ancl the fatc  of 
Etlom is foresee11 21s being o.crercomc bv an Israel lighting taliantlv.  
'The fulfillment began in 2 Samuel : 1 -  "And David n-on 'a 
namc for himsclf .  \\'hen he rcturnetl h c  SIC\{. cight~c11 thousand 



Edomites in the Valley of Salt. Ant1 hc plrt garf-isotis in Edom iund all 
thc Eclomitcs became DavicI's servants." 'The prophet Obadiah cledi- 
cates his work to a precliction of Ecioi~i's fatc. Al~out onv l ~ u ~ ~ d l - e d  ancl 
tllirty years l~efore Christ, it ccascd to he a n:ltion. 

The  ncxt sentence (24 : 19) is formed IIJJ only two words in the 
I-Iebretv test: "One shall. rule out of Jacob." If we take the local 
meaning of the preposition, we havc the idea of one rvhose rule pro- 
ceeds from Jacob, 1.c-hicll is a natural rendering of the rvords since the 
star and  scepter go out from Jacob and Judah. 'There is oilc that will 
r~ilc' and his rule will be total; even the survivors of the cities will 
bc cicstro>~ccl. Evcn they who have succccdecl in finding refuge in 
wallet1 cities are not safe from the wrath of this king. Tt cannot be 
tle~iied that much of thc prediction fits David, but the totality of 
victory ant1 the subjugation of all ant1 cvcry enemy is better uncler- 
stootl o t  Sl~iloh, who will bring peace by His victory and before ~vliom 
;III nations rcill I~o.ir. A11 lances finally arc hent in obeisance before the 
_\lessiah. 

13r1t Balaam goes on in his accounting of the esch:~tological 
victory of the Star of Judah. I-Ie lool<s in A~nalek's direction, as if he 
can see the 1;lncl and people from afar and sees how their end will 
conli:. "Anialek was thc first of the nations" sounds like praise, but 
here it  gives reason for God's condenlnation. When Isrite1 had trul!. 
beco~ilc God's covenant people rcntly to take the victorious road to tlie 
Prolnised Land, the first of the gentile nations to be their enemies and 
to ~ ~ a y l a y  tllen~ on tlie path to God's country wns i51naleIi. T h e  scene 
of' Moscs praying with apliftccl hands with Aaron and Hur  holding up 
tlic propl~ct's arms all through the battle is a familiar onc. 

1,css Fnrlliliar is thc subsequent dedication of Isracl to perpetual 
war ;1gai11st [imalek. 440ses hacl to write this resolution of God into 
thc boc~k and l j u i l ~  a menlorial alt'll- cnllctl "The Banner of Yahweh" 
to pirt this solemn duty on Isracl to havc war n ith Amalelt until i t  was 
extinct. T,;~tcl: wlien Saul is reminded of this duty and does defeat 
Arnalel;, God is very angry that the .trrar is not completed in  total 
victory. Samucl, frecl with the Spirit of Judgment, deposes Saul for 
sparing the l~cst: of thc cattle ancl Agag, the Icing of the Anlalelcites. 
Arnalelt had matle itself a sy~nbol ant1 spearhead of enmity against 
the pe~ol)lc of Gotl. For that they were forever clarnnetl to defeat. Tile 
lesson is clear that the King of kings will triumph over Agag (Gog or 
i\4ngog), that: is, ~vill  finally defcat a11 his enemies. 

A thirti oracle tlcals with a friendly nation. T h e  Iknites hacl 
affliatcd t l l e ~ ~ ~ s e l v e ~  lvitll Israel. Tf the tribal head was b i n ,  hc has 
hncl no conncctiol-! with thc fratricidal Cain. i\/Ioses hacl married a 
Kcnite n.olnan. Jethl-o a11d Hobab had joined Tsrael in the wilder- 
ness itnd ofkrcd counsel and guidance to the people of Israel. I t  
was farsigl~tcd of them to leave their Rock Horeb to nest with the 
Rock that .ivcxzt with Tsrncl. Thev ncrc  people that blessed Israel 
;mtl in turn were blessed. The! ncver Irere folly integrated. They 
ncwr bccnmc a part of Israel. The statement that follo~vs leaves the 



hcnrcr puzzled. "Sli:~lI Kilin bc n.:~stctl or dcstrojetl I:tiil? Asshur 
carry you captive?"--n rhetoric:~i qucstio11 thilt secl~ls to imply that 
I b i n  will be safe as long as Israel is safe. Ilihen Assyria carried aw;Iy 
the Jews, 31~0  Icenitcs nTerc talcen, ancl tlle!! finally ceased to esist. 

A fourth and fins1 picture of the turbulent future is revealctl 
to Balaam. It is the cataclysmic crash of nntiorzs in conflict. "U7oe! 
\Vho shall live when Gocl cloes this?" T h c  God of history ~ c i l l  end 
all history of man .  Before the end comes, an entl that is still lllorc 
reiilote in the future than the Messiah's coining to rulc, tllc hazc 
of clistant time lies over a scene, mi~rvelous and dreadful. to behold: 
Ralnanl sccs ;I Acet of ships from Kittim, f~:oni t11c clircction of Ilal), 
bringing conquest oiler ~vorlcl powers like Assyria and Ebcr. Im- 
mediately the  vision sho1r.s that  this in\ladcr sllall also bc dcstro!:ed. 
How? Why? Bccausc God cloes this. Bccausc even a p o \ ~ c r  like Alcs- 
andcr's or liltc Rome's will not be permanent. All powers of this 
~vor ld  finally will bc clestroyed, for the God of Israel will send I-Iim 
who sllaIl destroy all I-Iis encinies ancl be the final victor over all. 

73alaamJs prophecy closes with the bursting fort11 of a gigantic 
all-consuming fire putting a n  erld to  the ~co r ld  that was. Above a11 
the battle and bloody warfare, abovc the snlolie 2nd fire of God's 
wrath, we look to the Star serene1:- shining in thc sliy, lending I-Iis 
people from victory to \.ictor),. 

, . 
I 'hat this is the unclerstanding of these prophecics is evident 

from the \vords of Christ Himself speaking in the last boolc of the 
Bible, lievelatior1 22 :  16 :  "I am the root and tlie offspring of David, 
the bright morning star." Filled wit11 the Holy Spirit, Zechnriall 
l~lcsses thc God of Israel, "for EIc has 1-isitcd and rctlccn~etl Tlis pea- 
pie and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the housc of I-Iis 
sr\r\-ant I>avitl." 111 his I3cncclictus, Zccliarii~ll sl~ci11;s o r  thc "lighf 
from on high that looks upon us" when thc klcssinli comcs. I'ctcr 
<pcnlis of this Iightbcarcr as the bright. ant1 morning still: s l~ in ing  in 
our  hearts. Above all, ~ v c  arc fol-cetl to scc in thc story of tlic wise 
Illen, scnrcI~ing for thc ncivborr~ King of thc Jews bccnuse thcy 11i1\.(. 

seen His star in the cast, a line lcacl in~ I>i~cl< to the ~)rol>hct 13alai1n1, 
ivhosc orc~clcs may llavc Ixen nlivc in the tradition of other lnenll~ers 
of: a guilt1 of rn:lgi. ' rhesc tr;~clitions \\!ere considcrctl sacrcd and 
Inay ha\.(: from thc~ l  on been a part o f  the :~rchivcs. i i l~other  .tvisc 
man,  Daniel, ass~~rctll!- Itnew ~ v h a t  \\.as ~vritten in 1-hc I an  of bfoses 
and just as ccrtninly nladc as IittJe secret of this prophecy of old 
as hc diil of his OII~II  faith ant7 1,rophccics. I t  is Iinrdly credihlc that 
the wise rncn coming to Jut]ca to .tr,orshil) thc IZing announced 1):. 
the star r.c'o~11cI 11;11.c bccn ignorant of thc r\.ords O F  l ja lnan~.  'Tllcy 
came, they saw, thcy I>clicl.ed and worshippcicl. 

For our day  ihr  ligllt from abo\,c illuminalcs our .i.c.ay to tkc 
I-ion of Jutlah, the St :~r  of Jacob, the I<ing of kings. As \vc hear 
the ancient oracles spoltcn by the renegade seer ~ v c  glor.ify Gocl ant1 
take warning that  wc niay not  bc lil<e Ilalaam, who linen. the say- 
ings of  Got1 ant1 siin. thc vision of the Alnlight!. I)ut ~voultl not ivor- 



ship. Balaam's end is tragic. Once more he tried to break Israel 
away from its God, A plot to draw her into idolatry and adultery 
succeeds onIy too well, but not fully, and it is only by the grace 
of God that Israel once more is spared. Balaam, later captured, is 
executed with the leaders that conspired with him against the Lord 
and His Anointeci, Perhaps the scepter of a leader in Judah smashed 
his temples. 



\:I. ~ ' I O S E S  
'The light the  Old. l 'estalnent ~vritings shed on Gotl's plan of 

saI\:;ition is often ~ n d e ~ e s t i n i a t c d .  i ls  ~ v c  rcatl the Scripture state- 
nlents, often very brief nrld succinct, wc arc likely to liliss 1nuc11 
of thcir import.  We are t h a l ~ l i f ~ ~ l ,  thcrefol-c, tha t  thcrc always h a w  
been esce l le~l t  aucl f a i t h f~ i l  stutlents of the Scripturcs 1~7110 lnerli- 
tatecl long ancl ferventlv on w h a t  thc propllets wrote clown. Even 
the prophets themse1i:ei rfZerc const.;lntly "searcl~ing what  or ichat 
n ~ m n e r  of t ime the Spirit of Christ ,  which was ill them did signify, 
when  i t  testified beforehancl tIlc sufferings of Christ, i111(1 the glor!- 
that should follosv" (1  Peter 1: 1 I ) .  'The); searched clilijiently! for 
i'i was "the salvation of souls" the); \.i.crc se;~l-chirlg for. As did the 
l)ropllets, SO did their rearlcl-s. Tt is intcrcstiljg to sc:c 1lo.c~ 111ilny 
iIiriong the Jews, both young and old, n-crc c s l ~ e c t ; r ~ i ~  ;1nd waiting. 
Some great: promises lvcrc n~acic  i n  tlic long :igu, :111(1 \ilc Iiavc cv1- 
dence that  the peop1c of that tinlc ~ ~ l ~ d c r s t o o d  thcm.  

1-iowever, some of  t l~cn i  ~iiisintci.l~rctetl tllc Iiol~c held o i ~ t  to 
theni. Eve, for example, was mistal;cn in  llcr identifying of "tlic 
h4an ~ v h o  is Yahwel-i" ;IS Ilcr son Crljn. But  i t  111ust bc i~clded that shc 
ivas not ~nist:-llicii i11 her belic\.inl,: t-hat Got1 \\.oultl send t l ~ c  hllrtn- 
1)elivcrcr froin h e r  sin i11l(1 1-hc sins of all others. S i l i~ i la~ly ,  nlany 
J e ~ u s  o t  the t i~ l l e  of Christ 11;ld n:l-ong. ideas ; ~ n d  notions of  ~rli:lt tllc 
Messiah shoulcl l ~ c  liltc. .But s t ~ l - p r i s ~ ~ ~ g l y  clc:~~. to tIle111, cvcn the 
sirnldc ones, was the basic conccpl- of tlic OIIC \\:]lo sliould conlcz. 
\qJe r-elr~eml~er,  too, tlic San~ar i t an  ivo~~lcln at thc \\;ell. She states 
very clearly wha t  hope sllc liarborcd: " I  la lo~v t l l n t :  h!IessiaIl c o ~ l ~ e t l l ,  
1i;ll.ic.h is called C:liris(: \sllcn I-lc comcs I-lc \ \ - i l l  tc:I1 11s al l  things." 

Now where (lid shc gcr: that?  'J'llc Silmasilans acccptctl o~ll!. 
thc Five Rool;s of 3/ioscs. I t  m ~ ~ s t  Iiavc bec!li fronl tllcsc illat she 
L11c.i~ of thc Messiah to  conic. Elit a.1i:lt pass:icc iiligl~t slic I)(!  rc:- 
fcrriilg to xv11en shc savs, "E-Ie !\-ill tell us all tfi~ngs"? Tl1ci:c is one 
pnssagc that spon1;s of the coming of tllc R'lcssinli as ;I ~ ~ r o p l i c t  1~110 

~ v i l l  be Iistenetl to. 'Tliis passaw is I ~ ) ~ ~ ~ t c i - ~ n o n l ! ,  1 S : s 5- 19. I t  is 
? fro111 the vantage point of: t l ~ c  (rosl~cls and tlicil rcpo1.t~ that IYC get 

n clear hold of this l)ropllccy g.i\,cn to Moses a n d  dclivcred 11y him: 
to thc people. T h e  Gospcls are  rich ir.1 ~ c f e r c n c c  to an escliatologica~ 
prophet.. Oftcn it is "the" p~:ophct ,  who was to co111e into the \vol.ld,' 
t,er!) often, too, simj3ly "a p r o ~ ~ l i c t . "  Sori~c waited for Enoch or Elijllh, 
\vho I ~ a d  not  diecl ant1 w l ~ o  migl-~t  1:ctul:n nt ; I I I ~  t i~iie.  T h c  people 
I i l i c ~ ,  too, that: hlalaclii had p r o ~ l ~ i s c d  the rctul:ii of 1'llij;ih I~ef'orc 
thc f i~ i a l  day of salvation. -1hc n~ctlit-ations o f  the believing hearts, 
it seems, became n~orit cxpcctantly tcnsc as thc fu1lnc.s~ of tinic 
canic\. \Ve have tlic i:c.cort:l of tllcir csclan~at ions of joy and  cvcri 
thcir astonishment or f'cnr rvhen the\: sa\v the rni~:ncles Jesus did. 
Horve\:cr, not only n c r c  tllc 3lcssia1ii.c prol~hccies in Gcncsis and 
I?rsotl~rs and the symbolic significance of r,cvilicus a sorlscc of their 
hi th in ir co~ni t lg  Savior, h u t  particularly A'Ioscs' fa]-(:\veil ~~rc t l ic t ion  
of  2 ne.i\. prophc~t Ijke unto himself i\;as ali\;c ill tl1ejl- ]lc;ll:t~, 

iiccortling to the tcstimonv of the Scriptures, ':.)euteronor~iy 18 : 
1 5-  1 9  is nnotlicr \/Jcssianic n;ou~itair)toj~; indeed, n vantaj:c point 



from .tvhich h/Zoses was ablc to look into the future--one that com- 
forted him a t  the thought of leaving his people i1o.i~ ready to cross 
the Jordan ancl move into their I?romised 1,and though he Itnew 
that this, too, ~vould be a Paradisc not ~vi thout  temptation. 

In one of his farewell speeches ~Moses tells the people that he 
has been carrying this promise from Gocl in  his heart. Whether he 
implies that he  tolci no one till llonr is not  clear, but  i t  is clear that 
Ilc I-cnicnlbcrs t:hc dal, God told hint  of the coming P1:opllct. It rvas 
that unt'orgettablc clay \vficn Gocl canle clo\vn on Horcb and sl7ol;e 
to thc peoplc and the people were so terrified at  the voice of God 
that they told hloscs: "l-et nlc not hear again the voice of the Lord 
nly God." 3/loses reports that Gocl said, "What they have spolten is 
i.17ell." God intendecl not to spcal; to them directly anymore. He  ~vould 
speak to tlleln t h ro~~g . I~  Moses and especially ihro~igh the Prophet. 
"'The I.,ol-d thy Got1 1~111 raisc up unto thcc :I PI-opllct from thc midst 
of of t hy  brethren, likc unto me; unto Hinl ye shall hearken." 

'I'he verses l~rccccling this arc a warning not  to engage in the 
;~l~onlin:ltions of the nations in I'alestine. Especially rlle~ltionecl are 
t2lc diviners, cnchr~nters, witches, nccromanccrs and the like. The 
people of the land got their guidance fronl the t1emoni.c and iclola- 
trorls powers. Tsr:icl was not to have just n "religion" but "revelation." 
'T'he 1vold1ets that Got1 .rvouId give then1 should guide them. They 
nlay eiren encounter SOIIIC prophets that are false prophets. T o  them 
they \i.crc not  to listen. Instead, they s11ouIcI listen to thc Prophet 
Tikc unto R'loses, rvho ~rouli l  spealc tostllcln. Tf they .iro~ild not listen 
1-0 Him, God n;ou.ld "recluirc i t  of then]." 

\Ve can easily tonc down the Messianic color of this ~vorcl of 
Got1 I]!; rcgitriling thc tcrm Prophet as n collective term, as if God 
iicr-c cst;~hlished a class of men,  as  in thc casc of priests ancl Lerrites 
or as in the casc of thc Itiilg in thc j?re.ilious chapter. Somc inter- 
preters thinli that this Scriptural statement is s i l l ~ ~ l y  a promise of a 
long line of prophets to culminate in the Great Prophet Messiah. 
M7hat is ctecisivchere .is that ive havc sufficient evidence, both in the 
OJcl ant1 &o\v Testanlcnts, that this PI-ophct js the very Promisccl 
Onc .  T h e  rvord prophet is not used in n collective sense anywhere 
111 the Scriptures. When a plural form is used, the verbs and suffixes 
arc also in the plural. Besides, R/Ioscs speaks of thc prophet prcnlised 
;IS ;I PC"~.SOII, ((1il;e L I I ~ ~ O  111e.)' 

R40ses IloZds a ~ ln ique  position in  the Scriptures. There is no 
doubt that this fact was recognized by the people of God ever since 
the timc of Rdoses. The  bool; of Deuteronomy itself testifies: "And 
thcrc arose not n prold~et in Israel like unto R/Ioses" (Deut. 34 :  10). 
Evcn before that, the book of Nunlbcrs puts Afoses i n  a class by 
himself. W e  read: "If there be a prophet among you, I, the Lord, 
.ivill make nlyself known unto him in :I vision, ancl will speak unto 
hill1 in a drearn. Mv servant Moses is not  so: who is faithful in all 
my house. With hill1 will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, 
and not in t'larlc spccuhcs; and the similitude of the Lord shall he 
behold" (Numbers 12 : 6-8). This God declared, speaking from the 



cloud in thc door of thc tabernacle at ii time 1v11e11 Aaron and Miriarn 
rebelled against i\/Ioses. "And there arose not a. prophet since in Israel 
liki. unto h1Ioscs, 111hon1 thc Im-d ltnen' face to face" (Dcut. 34 : 10). 

Those who presuppose that with this prolnise God i~lterlcled 
to assure Israel that there lvould always be a prophet, thus estab- 
lishing this office, must demonstrate the csistence of a continuing 
prophetic s~tccession. T o  succeed, they mal;e Joshua the successor 
to i\loses in the prophetic office. Unfortunately, they overlook that 
Gocl nppointecl Joshua leader of thc people into Canaan with the 
s t i~ula t ion that h e  and the people be obedient to Moscs' doctrine. To 
believe that Joshua is calIed a prophet by applying to him the terrii 
"servant of the Lord" (which term, it: is asserted, is the formal titIc 
for n prophet) is to o~rerlool< the fact that Joshua's colleague and 
con~panion Caleb is also calIed "my servant" but  ivas never in any 
sc~lsc a pt:ophct. Also at a later lmint King Hczcliiah is given thc 
sxnc  title. In Judges 6: 8 God docs send a prophet, but the promise 
of prophets does not establish n profession or orcier like that of 
pricsts, Levitcs, kings, etc. Especially when \jfc loolc 't~rtcl; from thc 
\.antage point of the New rrcsta~nent, this pronlise c1c;lrIy is focused 
on Clil.isl.. Hcl)l-c~\~~s 3 : 5-6 cornpat-cs hloscs ant1 Christ in 1i.orc.1~ 
~.cminisccnt of tbosc. usccl jn l l cu t e ro~~o i i~y  1 S.  

No other prophct in the Old Testament ever claimed to e c l ~ ~ r ~ l  
h:Ioscs l ~ u t  oftcn thcse prophets point fornlard to tlic Onc to conic. 
who 1.i~oulc1 speak Gocl's IVord to the peoplc. Tsniah speaks of thc 
Scr\.:illt  of' t l ~ c  I,orcl a s  coming \.c.ith God's messagc of sal\,ation, us 
in c1i;lptcr 4 2  ("1 Ilavc. p u t  nlv spirit upon I-Iini: Hc  shall bring 
fol-tl1 iudgmcnt to thc genti1cs"-"for a light to thc gcntilcs") or 49 
("He hath nlaclc my r l ~ o ~ ~ t l i  as a s1i:irp sword"-"that t l i o ~ ~  maycst sa!. 
to tlic l7risoncrs : 'Go forth' "), chaptcr 5 0 ("']The Lord Gocl Jias givcrl 
~ ~ i c  thc tongue of thc. Icar~~ctl  . . ."), chapter 61  ( .  . . "thc~ l-or t l  bath 
iir~oilitcc'l nie to prcnch good tidings . . ."). Thc  Messiah, flnointcd, is 
t-o bc thnt grcat l'rophct likc unto hIoscs. That- thc ~,rol.~lisc.d I'ropl~e[ 
is greater than h/loscs is evidenced by thc fact that God threatens judg- 
men t  to anvonc. who docs not listcn to the I'1-ophct hcrc: promised? 
saying, " ~ I c i r  ye Him!"'Thc If70rd of thc Rlcssinh is the final atid con- 
c111sive \5?ord of Goti. Tndectl, tlisobcdicncc to h/Ioscsl comniantls was 
p~~nisIicd as disobcdicncc to God. I3ut rvoc to the pcoplc that .tvouIcl 
not believe 1 . h ~  message the Great Prophet 1i7ouId bring. 

The  s~~bsccluent verses, 20-22,  speak of the punishment meted 
out to prophets that rvould prophcsy falsely. Therc wouId be prophets 
lilcc thc prophet Eal;ian~, who told the truth but turned against the 
pcoplc. of God. Therc ~voulcl be prophets that ~vould practice the 
superstitious ritcs and sorcery of the gentile soothsayers. Any such 
prophet should clie by execution. T l ~ c  clucstion raisccl bv some, "Hair 
shall we know the wort1 that the Lord hath not spol<cn?" is ansivcrcd 
by assuring the that God will not confirm their ~vord.  What 
thcv promisc shall not come to pass. This refers to coilfirmation of 
God's \Uord by signs accornpanving the Word. And then, too, there 
was the L:iw and th r  Tcstirnonr'of hiloses to rvliich the people should 
refer. 



147llen Jeremiah exposes Hannniah as a false prophet, Hananiah 
dies that year. Isaiah spwl<s of the same situ:ltion, people running 
to false prophets that "peep" and "mutter." H e  rlemands that the 
people sho~~lcl  seek their God. Isaiah refers them to the "La.iv and 
Testimony." X-Ic adds: "If they spcnk not according to this ~vord,  it 
is heca~~se  there is no light in'them" (Isaiah 8: 20) .  As Joshl~s  was 
to lteep thc Law nncl Writing of hloses before his eyes, and as e.c7ery 
Icing was to have a copy of the law that he  might follow it, so the 
people of God h;ivc the Law of Moses to guide them and the 
promise of God that H c  ~vould unmask false prophets, a s  God did 
in instances recorded in the history of Israel. 

T h c  Great l'rophet promised was to be greater than bloses in 
that I-Iis \,L70rd .ivoulcl be the final Word. T h e  Great Prophet Christ 
refers to this promise and comn~arld by announcing that the word 
that X-Ic has spo1;en will judgc ii1a12 in thc Last Judgment. Hence we 
can compare hIoses and Cihrist in so many points. 

Christ, iil;e Moscs, was a prophet sent from God, but with a 
fundamental cliffcrence. Christ speaks Gotl's Word of I-IimseIf. 

Christ's office has cxccllency likc unto Moses; but  Christ's 
glory outshines X~loses' glory. Moses, a true son of Abraham, shared 
thc suffering of his pcoplc, despising tlic wisdom of Egypt, bearing 
the nleaknesses and burdens of his people with them. Christ, rvho is 
of the same father according to the flesh, sharecl and bore the suffer- 
ingsaar~d sins of His People in a greater and more complete sense 
than Moses. The Prophet is greater in that He could do what Moses 
offerecl to do-but coulcl not. Christ diecl for His people. ~Moses died 
even l~eforc entering the physical Promised Land, for Moses, too, 
was a sinner likc unto his stub1)orn people and because of a mo- 
ment of 'tvcal<ness could not enter into the rest of Canaan. Christ, 
ivithout sin, gave His life for the sins of the n~orld and enters into 
eternal Paradisc together with all His elect people. In his time 
Moses perforincd miracles through the powcr of Got1 and in the name 
of Gotl. Christ performed greater miracles by His own divine pomler 
anel in His ow11 Xanle. 

hloscs was privileged to tall< with God face to face, yet cor~lcl 
not be granted the f ~ d l  Itnowledgc of God's glory. Christ, who is in 
the Father's bosonl from eternity, declared God's glory to man. 
iVhereas hloscs had to say: "Thus says the Lord," Christ said: "I 
say unto you." 



As history supplied meaning, the concept "lting" implietl nlorc 
or less emphasis on actual power and rnlc over others. Elistor)- records 
many fornls of Iiingsliip-from tile titlie 1v11en s %ing 11ad absobltc 
power over his s~tbjects to our  day when tile need *or lungship is 
questioned, as in  England, where liing or clueen reigns but has rlo 
rule.  T h e  Hebrew word for "king" was in use among the gentiles 
long before Israel elre]: Ilad n Icing. However, Israel had the promis? 
of I t i n ~ s  to come out of the loins of Abraham. I t  was one of the 
tests of faith that Tsrael 1i11cn their cousins, tlic Jftlolilitcs, h;1d l;ings 
long before any kings arose in Israel. TTihen finally a king .iv:~s chosen 
for tliem, Israel ~ v a s  long established as r! nation thorrgll not f11111. 
united under one rule. 

Israel had turnecl down ttic iclea of the dy~lastic type of I;i~lg- 
ship found in thc ritlcrs orel- cities. Thcsc snlaller kings 1l;lci been 
defei~tecl by Tsrael in  Joshua's time nncl when later onc of t l ~ c  iuclges 
aspircc? to it, nothing cnnle of t l ~ a t  liintl of kingtlonl. 

Rut Israel hacl never forgotterl thc promise of Got1 ;11ic1 iookctl 
wit11 envy on thc ltings of the gentiles roundrtbout, who could 1):11.;ltlc 
their poivcr for ]lien to see 2nd aclmirc. W h e n  therefore Sanlucl's 
days were counted and his sorls provecl weal; ant1 rlr~reiiablc ;IS 

judges in Tsrael, the pcojde camc to Samuel request-ing ;I 1r/elr7<, ;I  

king such as the gentiles had. S;iil~ilel's sorrow this ~ L I ~ I I  of cvcnts 
had no dou11t as ~ t s  source his untlerstanctable feeling of being s11aI)- 
bily treated ~,vi th ingratitude ;\nd disrespect 11y thc ~)eoplc 1vho111 Iic 
had scrved so rvcll and so long. 13ut God calls Samuel's at ter~t iol~ to 
the fact tllat i t  was not Samuel that should sorrow brlt rather Gotl. 
whom they rcjcctetl. Not that their. request for :I liirig slloultl 1)c so 
out of' clinracter for the people, who 11x7 been promised ki~lgs.  JIo\\ ,-  
ever, their idea of :I Icing with the same autocratic porvcl- i ~ s  tliat of' 
the kings of their neig'hl~ors could bc interpreted as s l l y i ~ ~ g  :n.i:ny 
from the Lord. God intcnded tlley should have Icadcrs .tvo~:tl,! ol' 
thc nnillc I(i17g. They j.i:cre to bc lcaders untler God--the ten11 I I I . ~ ( ' -  

crablc to 11rclclr ivould I>c ~~afi id--~\ ;I io~n Cod li:~tl cllosen for thclll. 

P,aIaani's prophecy, of .tvllich we saw the linal Messianic peal; 
21nd cJ:jn~ax, contains the statcmc'nt: "Tlic Lorcl Gotl is ~vjtli  tllc111. 
and the shout of n king is among them" (Numbers 23 : 2 1 ). 111 the 
nes t  oracle Balaanl says Iiis lting sllall be higlicr than i\g:12 allti 
his Itingdoni shall be exalted (Wumburs 2 4 3 ) .  Baalam's p1.orilisc 
of the Star and Scepter of J ~ ~ c l a h  jndicated that ;t ruIer ~vould  conic! 

out of Jacob. Therc  can be no  doubt that Gocl planned :I rnonai.ch5. 
for Israel. Ho~vcvcr,  i t  was to 1)e ; I  theocratic monarchy. Saul fails 
Ixcause lie acts autocratically i ~ n d  is thercforc rcjccted for his dis-- 
ol~edience to the  King of kings. Yet Gotl has a substitutc ready, and 
the son of Jesse is anointed -trljiIe Saul still bears the crown and 
scep tel-. 

The rejection of Saul is a sign that tile truc iring of Tsrael is 
]nore than a nzetck o r  gr~i t i lc  king even though he  111ay llavc less 



outlvvnrd power. David is not the firstborn of Jesse and not  thc cldest 
or thc tallest. Davici is talcen from tending the sheep, as Gocl reminds 
him latcr. T h e  true picture of the king of Israel is not  that of the 
~ r e l c k ,  a name with an a11 too human  connotation of power and pres- 
sure. W e  must remember that thc kings of the peoples of that timc 
and at other times tried to increase respect anci authority 1)y claiming 
divine nat r~rc  for thcmsel~~cs. 

Yet the very fact that they had n o  hope fox an eschatological 
ruler, who ~vould at  the same time be a savior from their sins, sets 
the kingship of Israel apart and above all other royalties. Israel's 
truc liing is Gocl, \rho has no rival. In thc I ' sn lms- incl~~di~i~ thosc 
composctl by Davic'l--God, the Gocl of Israel, is exsltctl ;tho\'c all 
nations and Icings. T o  compare the exaggerated claims of other kings 
and their adherents as found in contcinporary enthronen~ent hymns 
with thc statement of God's majcsty i n  the Psalms is to forget the 
distinction betwecn "religion" of a pcoplc and the rcvclation God 
gave Israel. What the Psalms say of God as Icing and of the Messiah 
King is not spolten to glorify any king on thc throne of David 2s 
tlivinc. 

Of the illany passages in the Scriptures of both testaments that 
spcal; of the majesty ot God and thc glory of tlic Icing abovc a l l  ' Icings, two predictive nlountainpcals arc 2 Samuel 7 ;ind 2 Silmuel 

1 23-one given J)a.i~id at the time when he tllought hc  had time and 
reason to build God n tenlplc and one that David himself pronounces 
as ~ ~ 1 1 a t  is sometil~~es called his "last will ancl testament." Tha t  both 
arc relntcd is beyond doubt. The  interpretation of one depends to a 
grc.;~t cstenl: on thc other. If we put thc bcst Messianic constructiotl on 
I~oth ,  .trc sct. fill. into the history of what actually is thc Kingdom of 
God. 

Thc first prccl iction , spokcn 1)); Da~,id's court chaplain, Na- 
than the prophet, comes a t  a tirnc when I>n.c~id's position was firml>. 
established both n ~ i t l ~ i n  thc amphictyon y of thc twclvc tribes 2nd be- 
yoncl by his conquest of all his enemies. "Thc Lord had give11 11in1 
1:est." Now Jlnvicl c o ~ ~ l d  think more of constructive worlc within his 
orvrl 1;ingdom. Truly, it was the Lord who had granted him this 
"rest." In keeping with the picture of the Messianicity of the who1c 
Old Testament, we should note that many other facets testify to 
God's hand in the progression of the plan of salvati011. 

Let us, for instance, taltc n loolc at  the history of Jcrusnlem. So 
fin.111~ cstal~lished is thc concept of this city as the capital of Tsrael 
211t'l Judah ,  poIitically, gcog~:aphically, a n d  theologically spenkirlg, 
that ~ v c  ma): o~ierlook thc fact t11;lt in the p1.ans of Gocl as thc God 
of all history thc enicrgencc of this city to sucX1 importallcc was 
nothing less than a miracle. F,ven nt the timc when Davit1 became 
liing, tl-lc Jebusites still I~c ld  a fortified 11ill in the area. For centuries 
they had resistcd erer\; attempt of conquering them. The): were ac- 
ccpted ;is ir fact  to 11; lived fiith, and  we have no doubt that the 
people of Jlr(7aIi led 3 comfortable co-existence with them. Nor was 
thc1.c much rcason for taking this strong point, fol- ]crusalem was in  



a very unimportant section of: the lanri. No great highway routes 
passed near it .  I t  was not e;lsily acccssiblc. Although the name of the 
city occurs in some of the ancient records of Egypt, yet the sirme 
records seem to show that this toirTn rvas not considered worth keep- 
ing an eye on. Pharoah Amenophis I11 seems to igrlorc thc appeal 
of Jebusites. But  God Ilac1 planned for Jerusalenl n glory as we11 as 
n historical focus that is inseparably tied to the Messiah. Oritsidc 
the ~ i a l l s  of this city the r.vor1ct's Messiah ~vould so111e day 1)e raised. 
elevated, to His highest position. 13eyonc1 these walls the Messiah. 
David's Son and  God's Son, woulcl become the Redeemer of all t I~c  
world. God used Davicl to make J c r ~ ~ s a l e n ~  the City of Davitl. 

The  Jebusite fortress finally falls to David. 'This was rtzl  heroic. 
act. T h e  Jebusites Tvere so sure of their fortifications that the[- 
coincil the slogan : ".l'hc blincl ai~tl  tllc lalne 1 any fiantlical~pec'l \ call 
keep Daviil out." David l<ncn. of this boast. He takes wit11 him his 
o~t.11 personal bodygu;u.ds, not the regular fo1:ces of Isracl or Jndah. 
He  gives the111 ;I pep tall; i~iid ilistr~icts thcni i n  thc strategy ir-hich hc 
has devised---a strategy about the nature of which we<%.not full!. 
clear. Eitller they went "up t l ~ e  wiltershaft" (ESV) or use8 scaling 
ladders. FIoivever, the victort; was important not so ~ntlch because 
it resulted from David's n~iliinr? acumen and leadership bnt rather 
becausc of  its l>olitical siqnificancc. Darlid thereby became the on- 
disputed rrller of a city situatcd at a much nlorc centrally locatecl 
point than the previous capital X-lebron. Becnusc of Davjd Jcrt~saleni 
gets its significance. Just so and morc so, llavicl's Son unites His 
people of all times, ill1 I-aces, nllcl all ages in the Jerusalem "above." 
11s is truc of so many othc.1: happenings iin t l ~ c  history oC the Jc.tr.s, 
so here even the sudden rise of a s~11;111 town becomes a part of thc 
typology of the Script~ires. Never again will the city Jerusalenl bc 
forgotten, even i f  i t  1.i.el.c again laic1 In clrlst and ashes as i t  was timc 
:tntl again. 

Now, Pla\!.id knen. the Scri j) t~~res of Rloses ~vcll  ant1 rcalizcd 
"ivhat Cocl had ~vrought." His stvxcsses that lead up to the events of 
chapter seven arc also rccordcd in thc eighth chapter, ~rhicl t  chrono- 
logically might come first-. But no\\. we come to. the event that, rvcl 
may say, is the center of the whole "kingdom" concept, the "Mes- 
s i ; l ~ ~ i ~ '  C O ' I ~ C I I ; ~ ~ ~ "  God makes .ciiith IU)a.ilid. 

Grateful as David was to God for all the favors I-Ic sho~vered 
on this so11 of Jesse, yet Di~vid, as we well kno.tv, was not inini~tnc 
to glorying in  hin~sclf .  Feu- can ignore contiiiuccl success and 
Iionol-. What  Davit1 proposes to Nathan does not, at first glance, 
sccni out of  ]-)l;~ce at a I I .  Tli fact hfat.han rejoices that 1)avitl (chaptc~: 
7 )  resolves to (lo for the T_.ord at  least as much as he  has donc for 
biz~iself. 'The Lord "lived within curtains" while David haci :I "house 
of cetlar." 'The contrast is, of course, not between the materials of: 
which the drvellings Lcere nlade, hot rather between the coilcepts 
"tebernacle" and "hoosc"! 11 tent is the symbol of the nomadic lifel 
of the insecurity of man, rrho like Cain is n fugitive and  a vagabond 
011 the earth. Because Israel lived in tents in the ivildenless, the 
120r(l also "tabernacled" (a tented among thein. Nor17 that Israel llad 



come to rc. ;~ ;iil(i pLl,io5cd ci tics :~nd pcri1i;llicn t ~ - c s i ( l ~ n ~ c s :  i t  seclne(l 
fitting to id ti ln,  the I.oriI, loo, i h ( , ~ o  id h;ir-c :I pcjnianent 

I t  can ; 1 llc ; ~ s \ ~ l l l l c ( ~  tJ>:l1 1 ? L l \ - i ( ]  j<lj(:\\ .  \\.ililt 
"~;itte'1 "1 

, ( l , ; , l ,  2 -  ( - 1  : $ 1 ,  rille,, \o,, \- (1,) , , \ , * I .  ; ~ 0 r c ~ ~ l ~ l >  ~ 1 1 1 ~ 1  ( l \ ~ ~ ~ l '  
in i l l ~  laliil !;hich tllc ] clrd ?.rinr God iiyc(-]I r.ou lo j~lkerit! an(l ~ ~ h e l l  

IIc qivcth rest fro111 ;111 J O ~ I ~  L:IICIII~CS l ; ~ \ l ~ i d ,  $0 tlliit J.111 ({' '~ll 
in s;fet\-: illell , l l c r c  s11aIl iic :I ~ > I ~ I c c  11.1lidl 1 1 1 ~  LOTI) )OL~T God shall 
c h o ~ s e  c;illsc FJ i s  1 I .  lo ( . {ne] ]  ti icrc." r)nl.id Could easily see 
the t i ~ i i c  ; IS ] I n l j n K  cr)nlc 1\.1ici1 God i\.ollld ap1x,in t n sanctuary and 
IIC p r o b ; ~ b l \  t i i ( . i l l g l ~ t  i i l : l t  he n-oulil l)c: the o ~ t c ' t o  11~1ild this for God. 
So this l l ln~l  1 0 0 k ~  8 ~ 1 ~ d ;  ;111d X;~thnli s a \ s :  <'(;o, do  a l l  that  is in  1 thine ]lcarf.  - [ils J,iri(l is \ \ i tJ i  I ,  I [his ~ I J - C S L I ~ ~ ~ P ~ U O U S  of 

! Darriti? Did tlliS \ i c . t < r y i r ) ~ i s  ~l,c!rlnr-ch 11;1cl1ol- i n  liis 11~31.~  3 k i~ ld  
]'riilc i \ : l l i~] \  c . ; ~ ~ ~ s c ~  llilll I.(, ~ 1 ) -  10 Got) ill ; I  t.0l.t of p:~ti:onizJng IVay: 

"Got1 h a s  cIo11c ~ ( 1  I H ~ I C . ~ I  f o r  1 2 1 ~ :  I ~ o ! \  i ; I I I I  going 1.0 do  s o x ~ ~ c t l ~ i n y  
* ,  .. 

for h i m ,  Yl lc  T.o~.tl's ;~~ l s~ \ . c ' i .  s o u ~ ~ t l s  lilic: ;I xebu ft! and  ;I sctbsck to 
Dnr.icl's 1 1 i s  Tlrni iiigI,i U;itllan hiis ;I revelation 
fro111 Grirl, ;lnd 1 I c 1 ;  ro Dni.jd, r;l)-jng: ',Shalt: t-hou build 
mc ; I ~ I  I IOLISC,  f o r  I ~ I C  to ( 1 \ \ , ~ 1 1  ir13" Tn tl~c.: follo.ii.ing \-c~:scs nit! cll~lllot 

help ' l i c n r i ~ , ~  t . r  t i  l o  to l)n\,i(I; t i ~ i i t i r l g  11inl i l S  i f  h~ 
I\.CI:L~ il f,oy \ i . l~r,  rliilct shot\ n )iiu !>1;1iy. ' ' \ \ ] ~ , l t ?  Yo11 \$ . an t  to do  
s o m c t l l i ~ ~ g  f'or i11(:- I c;iii t i i ' k i  c;il.,: oi' nl\sc:lf ;is r ;il\\n\.l; li;l\:c. nit1 I 
r c o l t  l o t  1 I I ~ I - ~ I I  I .,'I1 i f  \ \ : I S  {icsigncii by tllc 
I .o~.il I I i l ~ i x > l f ' : ; , ?  1 1 '  I \ \ ; I I I I ~ . Y ~  i.1 I I O L I ~ L ,  oI' c x ~ c l ~ i r .  I s I I ( . J L I I ( I  l i i , \ \ , c s  s;li(l so .  
I cf ~ l i i ,  r ~ * i ~ l i ~ i c i  \ , O L I  of' i t  1 1 ,  I.,., ! ( ) [ I  (:;;IIIC, f '~ -o~l i .  I ~ ! I ~ ( I ~ I I ~  slicej). [ \ \ : I>  

\ \ ' i t . l l  J O L I .  I <. \ O L I  > . O L I I  I > I C ~ ( .  I I I  l>o\itir)~l. I 1 1 1 ; 1 ( 1 ~  ! O [ I I .  ~ i : l ~ i i ~ ~  S I . C ; ~ ~ .  

t i ~ i ( I  I 11 1 1 1  i . ' ; l l . ( ,  0 1  I I I \  l ~ ( : ~ ~ l ~ I < ~  , t \ \  i l l  ? I \ ( :  [ I ~ ( , I I I  ; I  I ~ ~ ~ I ~ I ~ ~ ~ I I > ( ~ I > ~ .  l ~ ~ l ; l ~ ~ : ,  

a n t i  rl-lc: cliiltlrc:~~ o I '  t\.ic.l;c.c'lnct;s sli;lll ;)mi(:[: tilcli~ I)( ,  ~ n c ~ r c . ' '  This 
l:rttcr. s t a t c r ~ i c ~ t ~ 1  c s t c ~ ~ i ~ l s  1l1c proti1it.c o f  Gail to tlic: c s i t v  of Evel-lnst- 
inc,: I'cacc'. 

' i 'o L I ~ . I ( I C ~ S ~ , ~ I I ~ C I  ill; I I IL I ( : I I  ;IS j)(issil)lc of the c o i ; e ~ i a r ~ t  here cle- 
scrjIlc(] f1.c 11c:c:cl [(.I [>;I!. clocc: ntfcnt-iol-i 1.0 1)0tl1 ill(? \t'ords of t h ~  vi- 
sion 3:lti1;111 I ) I . O C ~ ; I ~ I - I I S  ;11l(1 [hc ;IrIsn.cr th:lt: I);l~.jci gives in h i s  prayer 
of ~ i ~ i  /)cI'oI~c' C:o(l. :\TI cxtc'~.lial I ' ca t~~rc:  \.i.l-lich \\:c cannot. 
i9no1.c C \ ' C I ~  \ \ . I~ i lc  \ \  (: (10 110~ in tcuj~rct i t  j s  t h a t  130th 9atl1ail's rvords 
and i s  I '11101\ .i I ~ L I I ~ I C L ~ C ; ) ~  t r  Tlll-(:r foul: 

.- 7 

1 s  ti\-(: l.(.'rsc:s is t\\.cl\ c' I c.rscs. lit t.\\-el\-c scntcnccs of  Sa- 
t l l an  8t.c (1 i l  iilcil iilf(l \ c \ o )  i1~1d fi\.(:. J L I C L  s o .  t / ~ ~  tiianksSivillg of  
i i I L I \ :  s o .  '['Ilc. s;\cl.~yl \\-rif(!l.! gil id(.cl b\; tjlc 
spirit o/ '  ~ t1\CS f I > ; I I I ~ C .  01' C;O(~  t\\,t11\,c t i  liics ill ~ . ~ j , ~ ) ~ f i j ~ ~  ~L; l : jc l ' s  
pt.i~!'CI.. 1 I I s :  ill this i ~ ) ~ ~ ? o ~ i ~ ~ i ~ ~  text ma\- 

ICni i  Of the 1 ~ I S ] ~ C C ( S ,  )cT lhe! do shovi. tile jntegriti- 

> f  the scctioris. lI'Ii;~l- is said is n1ot.c il-irportnnt t i ran  it is 
. 



Jlsvid is told by God: '.I will builcl a hoiise for you!" ]Tic 
rrllcierstand that the word "hoLlsc" hcrc does not refer to ;I bnilcling or 
stone structure. "House" ta];es 011 t-hc n~eaning of permanent or last- 
ing dynasty. 'The "house of navicl" Leconles ;I terrn morr significant 
now than it was before. The kj-ortl for house occurs thousiinds of 
tinles in the Old Testament and frcq~tently llleans tlic family or tribe 
or nation-ho~~se of Israel, Ilo~rsc of-' the Iiing, house of Joseph, etc. 
God docs not simply prolllise David children, 'These he had. God 
promises 21 descendant who ~vould sit or1 the throne of Davit1 for- 
ever anti ivoulcl builcl an everlasting temple. This is not to be clrrr- 
ing I)a\.ic('s lifetime. This is to bc \vhcn David shall sleep ivitll 
his fathers. God would set up a seed after David, solrleone that 
it-ould coxnc "out of his bowels," a true physical descerldant and soxi. 
God ~vould establish his Iiingdorn. Xs this promisc is repentecl, tllc 
tcrill "forever" is ac'icled. \Vc note, too, that thc \vord c!stnblish is rc.. 
lateci to the word A T ~ L ~ ~ I ,  which denotes firnlness, faithfulness, truth, 
c.ert:~int>~, il certain, cternal throne or  kingdom is protnjsetl to David. 
and the seed of I>avicl ~vill  accorllplish what David is not to do:  He 
will built1 a temple to God. Certainly Solon~on frllfilled a part of  
that prophecy and in fact refers to i t ,  But as in lacob's prophecy 
the pcrsorl of Judah is only the typc and thc rcal Lion of J u d n h  i s  
!let to come, so 7lerc Solomon is a type of the great ShiioIl, the t'rincc 
of Peace, wlto .rvill be t-he I<ing of: Icings forever. In this I<jngclori~, 
which ~ v i l l  oirtlast cvet:lX other, f f c  . c r , i l l  buil(1 :, tempIc not n.~ac'fc 1vit.11 

Ilands. 
iis CI-lrist sj,e,?ks to the Jews of the temple and telis thcx11 th:~l 

it .ivill 1)c destroyed hit[. that lit: will raise it LIP jn three clays (sj~c;il;- 
ing of thc teniplc of' His body), so here tllc spiritu;tl kingdom : i~l i l  

tc~nplc i s  that  glorious f~nturc -I-c\.ct:~letl to I>a\.id 11); thc ~?~.oi) l~( : t .  
'l>a<itl, .cvho fanew of: thc jvords in Genesis 49,  must have secn t-hilt 
uo.iv .it was not only a son of Abrnl~;~ni in ~vliorn al l  the nations ot' tlic 
carth ~vou ld  1)e 1)2essecf, and not just a sori of Judah. But as (;otl's 
c l cc t io~~  ~~ar~ :owet l  down, T-1e pinpointctl tlic promise more a i d  niorc'. 
-The h3cssiah was to 11t: indeed a so11 of 1)avid. 'Thc echo of this 
pro11liscl .is f1cart1 in Jlavid's praycr, j r ~  David's Z'salnis, in t71e p~cach-  
ing of all ~ ~ r o p h e t s  and  in dl(! ~incountcd jn t t ~ b  Ncn, 
Testament. \Vc hear it in the loud cry of the l,lincl Inan: "Jcsus, 
S C ) I ~  OF Da'ilid, 11;ive rnercy on nte!" IVe see i t  in the superscription 011 

fllc cross 1 1  discorer the ~inderl!~ing glorv :lt every n~ord :in(] act 
of thc  Christ. 

Sonle .intctl~rcters still follow Luther's translatior1 of Davitf's 
\vortls in vcl:sc 19 of thjs seventh chnptel-. Luther translated: "D;Is 
ist (lie Weisc eines Mellschen, dcr Gott der Herr ist." "This is the 
rnarlncr of ;I I I I ~ I I  who is Got1 the Lorcl." Thc Iaclc of but11 tinlc and 
sp:icc forbids our spellir~g ont oiir defense of L,uthcrJs observation. 
LLI tiler prcsupj~oscs tha t  D;rvid 1;nen of the m ysteri. of tJlc j ric;lma- 
tion. 111 Luther is right, for on the basis of Christ's own .inter- 
prctatjor-1 of another word of Davicl, Christ refers His cnvmies to 
Psalln 1 10 (h.Jntthen, 22:  4 1-46),  where llavid calls his So11 his 
I .  h l r c  nFr den\. cithcr C111,ist's interpretation or ])a\-id's knon.1- 
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abounds i n  references to (;ocl .tvho 11~1s raised Ilinl Iligh ~ r p o n  the 
throne of Israel. T h e  God of lacob, be says, anointed h im.  Divine 
rtallles connote meaning and  intention. Tl lc  Gocl of Jacob is the God 
who chosc Jacob abovc Esau liis twin brother. T h e  God of Jacob is 
the Gocl who  made  Jacob tile 17atl1er 01 Israel against Jacob's ow11 
nature.  Very often thc  Scriptrlrcs use the term Jacob to renlind thc 
readers 2nd 11enrers of the Olcl T c s t n m e ~ ~ t  of the origin of the  people. 
Ilaiiid also uses the ter11.t~ Cod of Isrncl and tllc Hnc.1: of TSI-rrcl. IIc 
cloes so not  for  thc sake of poetic requirenlc~lts,  as if it rsould be too 
monotonous to  use the same name of Gad sei.cral times i n  the same 
sentence. For David, iitspired as 11c .tJ7as, all tlic t c m s  :Ire sigilificnnt. 
Ynl~irch is t he  God that niaclc thc covenant: 'tvitli Jacob on  ivliich 
a11 thc I-lopc of the. fu t r~ rc  docs ticpend. Goci is t l ~ c  God of Israel! 
f o ~ :  God na~llect Jacob Israel, gir.ing 1lin1 tllerebl. ;tn 11orloritI)lc nrld 
blcssetl name. God is also callc(1 1111. 120cIi of ~sr,?cl. 

In  ordc]: to rci~lizc bcttc.1- \ . i l i i~t this tc.1-111 ltieallt to t11c Sn;c:ct 
Singer of Israel, wc must wad  l3n.t~icl's l'salnls, cs11eciaIly tllc onc 
tliat lxcccdcs tllc cllaptc~. c o n t : ~ i ~ i i l ~ g  'l)r~\lid's \\;ill. C:Iiaptcr 22 of  3 
Salllrlel is repcatccl i n  thc Booli of' I'salms as  X'sillnl 18. Ser~cral verses 
of this chapter- rcfcr to the Iiocl; of Tsrncl, c.g., \,crses 2, 32,  r~nd  3 7 .  
I t  is evident tha t  the .tvords .tvhic*li f-'ollow are to hc regarded ns ill]- 
portant for they arc tlic 'tvortls of t11c O n c  .tvllo is Davict's IXocl; ol' 
Salvation. 'I'hcse .ivol:tls spcnk of t 't~ings pci-t;~initlg to t-Iic covenant 
people ns t11c l ~ e o l ~ l c  of God ant1 thcir f u t u l ~  firnil~z cstnl)lislicd I)!- 
thc faithful Gocl, i vho  is 1inmovc:tl :~jit'i uni11o.t-nblc. 

I'iith s~ tc l l  23) i11troc1rrc.t-ion and  wit11 thc t11111)(1~1- of God's 
n:ilt1c1s prcccding thc or;iclc, \1.11itt is the 17icssagc? 

W e  react .ivords that sccnl i b r ~ i p t  anc1 tel-sc, \\.ords tllat IVC feel 
nccltl n~liplif-icat-ion 1)y a~lsiliar! ~.c.~'l,s 2nd t l l c  lilic.. 'T'l~c foul. \\.ortls 
that svc111 to bring thc tot;~l ~ ~ l c s s : ~ g c  arca ~ t t l c r ,  OI'C?., iu(u1, 7.ig171eoiis. 
'I'his has been translntcd into a scntcl1c.e that. sccllls only ;I platitude: 

*, r - 7  ((11 rulel. 0 1 ~ ~ 1 :  nlen must 1)c just.' Illis is ;I good jdcn ;111cl an eucl. 
valid rule o r  wish:  ' 'May ;\li ;.11'lc1:s of' incn l.)c just ~:ltlers." Elit niorc 
must be said herc than onlv tliis. "l''1lc s o l a ~ ; ~ i  i n ~ r o d u c t i o l ~  is in- 
tcndecl to 1)c a tleclaratioil that- t-11;s is not a ~vord  o f  111;111 I I L I ~  tlli' 
very inspiration of God, wol-(1s from God's nlout11, .i'tlc.)~-tls t-o I)(: rc- 
cortlcd as the last will of' thc great king. 

As in  much  of prophcc):, cslwcially when thc p ro j~hc t  js ovcr- 
w l ~ e l r ~ ~ c t t  blr GotiJs Spirit, thc mcssagc m n y  conic in  ;In abrupt  a110 
ecstatic way. Tire h;lve other samples of such in tlic Scriptures. Ncrc, 
too, tllc seer, whether he -is seejng a vision or ~eceiving a ~iic:ss;~gc 
fro111 God, describes tho vision as oilc .tvotrld sel: a titic under  a pic- 
ture. I-Tjnl ~ v h o n l  Jacob has scen as tllc T,ion of 111c 'l"ribc of J r ~ d a h ,  tht' 
victorio~ls Sliiloh 'tvi th A asllirlg ch.cs a n d  p c a ~ l \  tectll, c c l c b ~ a t i ~ ~ g  
victory at  the  feast of ivinc and milk, Davicl sccs as t hc  ~-u lcr  of 
Illen, of v~ankilzcl, for the singular is used: "liulcr of h,lan." His 
royal person is described llot oi11!1 'fly the tcrnl jz~st, 111rt also by tllc 
following ~ v a r d s :  just al~cl righteous - this is ~ h c  suplcmc ruler 
Darrid sees. I I is  ~najesty ant1 p o ~ s c r  arc glorioris fo r  their csscntial in- 



ped ien t  is perfect justice and  righteousness. 'Tlic person of the fu- 
t ~ l r e  Icing is described simply as just. IVhot royal yobe can match 
t11is adornment? David has no illusions as to the justice human 
liings rvould sllon~. For lle knows his onin hilman meal;ness, faults, 
sills, and injustices too kvell. Looking back on his oivn reigil, I la i~id,  
now exalted, has nothing except tile mercy of his God to thank 
th:it hc dicl not  cnd LIP as did Saul, rejccted al-td clamned. Nor was 
David foolis11 enough to think that one of his natura1 sons would 
be the futul:e perfect ruler. He  Itnew enough :!bout his own chil- 
dren not to entertain such a false hope. Fortirnrctely David knew 
what wc read in 2 Srlnluel 7 of Gocl's pronlisc of an eternal throne 
and everlasting, king. God grants Ilavid ;I vision of tllc c o ~ n i n g  King 
of Itinos who xs the "righteous branch" (Jer.  23:  5 ) )  tile Icing that 

C .' comes just" according to Zecl~ariah 9.  I$rtvid7s ~vords  echo thc descrip- 
tion of the I:ocl< of Israel as found in Deuteronomy 32 :  3: "He is 
the 12ock, I-lis work is perfect: for all His  ways arc judgment: n 
(;otl of trrrth ant1 nrithout iniquity, just and right is IJe!" 

Thcrc is tllc portrait of  the King and under thc picturc, for 
anyonc asking ~ v h o  this is, the inscription: A 'fluler of l\,/Tanki~~d, 
thc Just. 

Now I>avicl adds another short notice: "A ruler .in the fear of 
of God." 'Tlljs js :I parallel to "ruler ovci: man ,  just." T h e  reason \vhy 
this r ~ i l c ~ :  is just is I-Ic fcars God. W h a t  is rc.c~ealed to David is that 

just 2nd obcdient Icing will come. T h c  .rvorcls "will arise" can bc 
acldcd in a tro~lslation. They are not found i n  the original fIebrew 
tcx t ,  f o r  there thcv are simply talten for grantcd. David, having 
sti~tcd that he  is telling .tvh:tt God told him, tleclares that the time 
s v i l l  conlc . i ~ I ~ c n  mc11 arc ~-uled  :t just and  perfect ICing, ~ v h o  fears 
( : o c l .  

T h a t  time .ivoulcl be the (la\! w l ~ c i ~  thc pcoplc of God, indce(1 
a l l  men, wo~rld bc blcssecl l)y the rule of the just  2nd pious ruler. 
Flow bc;liltiful this reign will be is shown .in the subsequent doi~blc 
p ic t i i r~  01: ~isi017 : '(Ancl ;IS light of thc m o n ~ i n g ,  when the st111 ~.iscs, 
a n~orn ing  rvit21out clouds1'--so sllall tile d a y  of this ruler be. T h c  
glory of n snnl-isc is appreciated esl~ecially by people 1v11o ki~olv the 
dilrkl~ess of night. T h e  days of Ilavic.1 were not t l~ose of  clwcllers in 
co~io-ctc canyons that scldom scc thc sun risc alld attempt to tun> 
11ight into clay with artificial lights. 

'l'lic l~ecylc of that tin;; 1~11cw rnl~cl-c to find tlic prophets 
lx'on~ising light after cfarl<ness. Tsaiall 9 :  2 spealts of the same (la? 
1);ivid descril~cs: "The peopIe that ivall<ed in clarl~ncss have seen n 
great. light; they- that dxvell in t f ~ c  Iancl of tllc s11ado.i~ of dcath, upon 
then1 112th thc light shincd." "Arise, shine, for the TLight has colne!" 
(IS. 60 : 1 ). 1,ast. of al l ,  3'lalachi ii : 2 : "But unto !.or1 that  fear m y  
I7:llnc shall thc sun of righteorrsncss arisc wit11 hcaling in Tlis nlings." 
Can rrc imagine h1al;ichi saying this ~v i t l lo i~ t  thinking of what D:lvid 
had promised? Indeed, the ncn- day  ~ r l l i c l ~  co~lics with tllc ncrv ruler 
.r.i;ili Ilc like 11 glorious sunrisc after thc gloonlv night. I);tvid strcsscs 



fIlrt]lcr "no cllouc'ls," o n ~ :  o f  the short pl~roscs rhnt- 11c. ~ ~ c o r d s .  Onr 
lvord i ~ ~ c l ~ i d e s  a iyI1olc of collccpts. 'T'his :is csl)c:ciall\; true of the 
Hebren-. The ~ v o r d  stucjics rnadc of the Biblical ternis will s l i o ~ r  tlsat 
the Bible itself fills rvol-ds and concepts with a ~vorlcl of ideas. 3Iorn- 
.ing. light, sun ,  cloucls gone. ctc.-----it is n bcautiftll sccne. It is just 
1il;c that. Ancl morc follo~x-5 : 

X'hc I<]l\tT re~~cis  : '*,is t1-r~ tencler grass sl~ringiilg out  of tllc cart11 
1 ) ~  C ~ C ~ I I .  shiriing after rain." 

.-lgaiii ive silnpl\: list the phrases uscd: t l ~ c  rain is ovcr: in  thc 
,-ising.s~iit the green grass glistcns o n  tlie ear th . . . Thc reign of the 
King 1s conipnred to tile d a y  of  peace, light? fertility, I~eaut):, pler~t!.. 
;is jn Incob's prophcc!-? so here  \i;c: hat-c a picture of idcal beauty. 
[11 thc 1;ingdonl of thc hlessiah, for I-lc is  the just King come to 
reign over thc  hearts of ~ l l c n .  thcrc ~vi l l  1)c no shaclo~\. of clcntli! n(:, 
clortci or stol-nl. T T c  \\-ill 111al;c i t  all prospel: nntl grow, lsainll sn).s: 
""Tl)c!. shn'll spr ing up :is among the grass, 21s ~vi l lo~vs  I)\. the water- 
coursrs" ( i s .  14 : -1;. Again : "J_i:t- tllc carfh open alicl Ict thcm 
l ~ r j ~ ~ g  fol-tl.1 salvation and let  riglltcousness spl:i~ig L I ~  together" (Is. 
4 5 : 8). , \gain, Ps;llin T 2 : "tic sll ;~ll  comc do11:n as rail) on tllc riloi\;n 
grass. I \ S  sho~vers  that r\.atcr the  cal-tll. Tn T-Xis (lay shall thc ~:iglitcous 
Mori~.isli ."  

A beautifrrl drea111': .I\ b c a ~ . ~ ~ i f ' u l  ~.calitj.! David sees the C i ~ t i ~ r . c '  

not in terms of: statislics ancl datcs,  bu t  i n  terms or thtt King of' 
1:i~litc.o~isness ant1 I-lis I;Lixlgtlo111 O F  Pcacc. 

Davicl is o\;crjo!-cd. FIc l~no\i .-s this rliearls joy alicl happiness for 
hilli. 1'-Ic coil tinucs : "1s not ti111s ni\. l i o ~ ~ s ~ :  ~\ . i t l i  CiocI ?'! ('Tllv ~ s a i ~ s l a -  
lion of  thc I<?\,' is not t l l c ~  Ijcst alt l~ougli  i t  can I)c iisctd pi.opcrl\ ;ls 

t ra~islatcd.) 
i\s always, ivc n.ant to listen t o  e;lch i~ ,or t l .  :f'li;lt Da\:itl Il.ctc rc- 

joicc's a t  his housc I\-(: C; I I I  scc ;is ccl-loing thc p~.oniise n ~ i ~ t l c  : I ) ; ~ \ i i l  
in 2 Sa11111&l 7, .tr:licrc: Cocl s a y  to Jiin~ : ! ~ v i l l  I ~ ~ i i l d  Jx1r.r a liol~sc. 
I)avidJs housc is secure i n  Cod's pro~niscs .  "For a n  ctemal co\:cnant 
hath h c  111:ldc ~ v i t h  1.11c'' :ire t h c  next  .tr.orcls. "(1rtle1:cd ill all and se- 
cured" is alnltzst legal language. God, the l?ocli of 1Ila.c.id's salvation, 
has mntle a promise. 'This nia1;es it secure. Evcrytliillg has been 
orderctl and cstablishetl that  it: cannot bc movctl. David Iin011.s 11eu- 
teronosnv 7 :  9 : "I\lnoir. thcrcforc tha t  thc J,ortl thy God, kIc is God,  
tllc f ;~i thful  C;ocl. which Itccpcl-1-r coiienant and mercy 1.l-i t-12 then1 
that love I-lim ant1 lic(:l) His cor-nrnandmcnts to a thousand gcncra- 
tions . . ." "0rdcl.etl in all" is in contrast to unfinisllcd. 'l'l~e cove- 
nant  and p ron~ i se  c.o\.~rs all things and For all time. h r o t h i l ~ g  can 
hinder the. pla11 of salvation. Eat t he  dcfcc:tioi~ of future Icings, sucll 
as Soloinon, n o  hat~:cd of: thc3 enen~ies ,  no t  e1.m tllc death of thc 
Kin:: A~lcssiah stoppccl or lrinderccl Goti's p l n ~ ~ .  Tt- all ~~ol : l icd  to- 
gcthcr for gooil to them that love Gocl. 

However, I lavid is not: sinipl\. an inst-run.icnt for this prol'hcc):, 
llor is he an un\villing prophet I i l &  Ralaanl. I):~vid pnrticipzltes most 
i~~ t imn te ly  2nd joyfull!. in the  glory of the conling rllcssiall. He es- 
claims: "'\'cr:il~., all In:- salvation ar;tl all desi.rc, should F-1c not  make 



.>, ' ? 

it sprout (gro\v) I h e  term "si?rout" from now on is for al l  practical 
purposes a technical term for thc 3lessiah. Jeremiah speaks of the 
rightcoos SproLlt of iIlc Branch of ~ ig l~ l co? i s~ l c s s  (33  : 15 1. Zccll- 
arlahTs prophecies refcs to tllc zerrroch., the Briinch. 

1t is llascl to that this is spoken by ;I ])avid that knows 
tilc nppr-lacll of dcn t ] 3 ,  Njs jo!; js colnpletcly the lor; of his salf'atio~l. 

T h e  true jay of in Christians is centered 'on t-11~ trust and 
faith in God's pr-~nises for Ilis kingdom. l'ersonal prestige :lll(l cer- 
tain promised relvards are fringe benefits for the children of God. 
One thillg stands out: Gocl's kingclolil is a reality h)r tinie and fter11it3'. 

Horeever, tlic l\~ords of David bare another part to them. This 
first seo,~ somcivh;,t strange to be stated in S L I C ~  2 

solel1ll3 doculllent till n-c rclllclllbcr that Rilessianic Psalms and pl-0111- 
ires the coolill): Kiilgclol,l sirnilari!. arc conclided with st;ltenlents 
',onccrning tile ei~cnlics of tlic Lord. Coml?arc l'snlm 2 in  the third 
\)art-. o r  read Psiilnl 110. 1:crncmber Nuiiihcrs 24 regarcling the fate 
of tl1c Prince of Judah's eucmies, ctc. The  theme 11ere is the relation 
of t]lis jllsl 1.0 I-lie cneniics. As blessed as tbc person of the 
Savior is to T)avidJs soul and life,  so terrible is this King to His 
cncll~ics. 'I']lc.rc is no sl>ecial trnnsitjon here. I t  is as if a new  pi"^"^ 
is iwoiccird hcforc i);ir/klls eyes. il'c i.e:ld in  thp KT\' translstio~l (2, 
~an1ui .1  2 3 : 6-7) : 

13~1~ the sons of I3cIial sZlall be all of thcni as thorns 
tl~cust arw!,, 1)ccausc the\: cannot bc taken \\.it11 hands : 

U ~ i t  thc man t h a t  shall toucll tllenl must be ferlced with 
iron a ~ ~ d  thc staft' of  a spear; and they shall I>c trtterly burned 
n..itli .fir? in the S ~ I I I C  place. 

':i1hc1 sons o f  I2clial arc tllc .i\:or~hlcss oncs. 'The): are, all of 
t-hcn~, to t)c scattcrcd as are thorrls. For these cnemics of the Mes- 
sin11 t-hcrc \\.ill, co~ilc ;I smashinq as with a rod of iron, o pursuing as 
13nlanln t2cscril)cs it, the snlaslilx~g of the corners of Moa'l), thc cie- 
feat- of f.lic .tr.n~.'lilic oncs. Estnblish~nent- of the peacc of Gocl includes 
the tlcFcnt of ;)I1 His encn~ics. The!;, these thorns and thistles that 
may gron to~ctllcr \rid1 the good seed on this earth, will not be 
!,.athcrecl cnrcf.~illv :into the garners of thc King; they arc in fact not 
crcn to i)c iiiucli&l, for "e'i~er'i; contact is en~niiy." 'Thc great difference 
h c t ~ ~ ~ c ~ l  I ~ c  scctl of: Sat;ul (SODS of Belial) and sons of the King- 
tiom rr.i l l  hcconlc cvidcnt- in the final and total judgment of the King. 
I ' h~ l . c  l r . j l l  br ilo hn~idliiis rvit11 ]<id yJoves; ]-ather, nn!:(,nc illat 
contact h;l(l 1)etfcl. bc :il:nlctl. The m;,n n;l1o tollcilcs them, that is, 
jllfli~ts their (lcstruction, has in his hands ,;in iron-tipped spear, 
\\'i,icll llc! uses b o t ? ~  to C U ~  ihc spjn\! tliorns ;ind Ilcap tiicol 111' 
f i Thrv \\.ill bc biirned 'll,hcre\-el- :ind ~r-]loel~cv they are. - 1 

''here is 110 hi(lil;g 1 ~ 0 ~ ~ i b l c ;  e l  cn, as Balaanl says, tIlosc t i l n t  escape 
illto ci[!- OJ. nllateacs the!- co1lsider ;I safe rvil] be destroyed. 
It is cx~lctl? as ( k i s t  s:~J.s: tlic chaff, thorns, the rr-eclls, n,ill be 

t'lc fire of God's lrrath. Tohn 15  : 6 includes also t]lose 
arc (lrl' hrilnchrs of thr r:jne, ((Men then? and cast thcnl into thc fire." 



I 

In Acts 2, Peter refers to David as a prophet. Indeed, God 
spoke through David, as  Davicl ins.ists and the Church h a s  n l~vays  
recognized. Dnvicl Iiad the  knowleclge of the Messiah, 2nd the "surc 
mercies of David" (Is.  5 5 : 3) were to h i n ~  trrre comfort and hope. 



VIII. 'PSAI,M 1 10 

I 'he  Lord said unto 111;: L,ord, Sit thou at my right 
hand, until I make thine enenlies thy footstool. 

'The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength out of 
Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enernies. 

Thy people shall be willing in thc day of thy power, 
in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morn- 
ing; thou hnst the clew of thy youth. 

The  Lord hath sworn, ancl will not repent, Thotl art 
a priest for ever after the order of R4eIchizedek. 

The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings 
in the day of His wrath. 

I-Ie shall judge among the heathen, He  shall fill the 
places with the dead bodies; He shall ~vorlnd the heads 
over Illany countries. 

He shall drink of the br001i in the \Yay : therefore 
shall EIe lift up the J~cad. 

'I'he unity of the two testall~ents and their cohesion ant1 orga~lic 
interdependence is -probably nowherc more evident than in this so~ lg  
of David, which Luther called the great Shebli?~zini. T h e  divine 
finger that points us to this prophecy as one of the mountainpeaks of 
Messianicity is Christ I-Iimself, the author of all the Scriptures. 
In His clevastating test of the Scriptural Itnowledge and exegetical 
ability of the Jewish scribes in Matthew 22, X-Ie not only rightfully 
assumes that the Jews knew who was spoken of by David in  Psalm 
110 but challenges them to recognize in Him, who had insisted on 
His being the Son of God and Son of h4an, the So11 and Lord of 
David. T h c  Nen; Testanlent refers to this Psalm at least as often as 
to any other Old Testament passage. Luther is said to llavc held that 
every syllablc of this Psalnz is greater and more glorious than the 
Tower of Babel. Indeed, with the light of promise and fulfillment 
focused on this prophecy i t  radiates a glory super~latural. 

Somc intcrprcters of 110th thc past and of our timc fincl litcr- 
ary parallels only in the roval 11y111ns of the non-I3cl)rew world; 
they look upon Psalm 1 10 a i  solely a hymn composed for some na- 
tional cvent such as the enthronement of a king of thc Israelites. 
They usually give no consideration to the use Christ makes of this 
psalm and thereby de~r~:clc this jewel to the charactcl- of an exag- 
gerated poetic praise ot- a human l<ir~g. To bc sure, in some respects 
the poetry of that time as well as the liturgy ancl sacrificial practices 
were on the surface similar to the ivorship and tenlple practices of 
Israel. Even the design of the Temlde of Solomon reveals not a 
completely distinctive architectural form but a partial copying of 
architectrlrnl designs foul~d in adjacent nations. This practice has 
been oontinr~ed by the Ncm Tcstamcnt Christians, also in the U.S.A. 
Witness cvcn Lritheran church h~iildings, copying in n degree the 
design of r l  Grcelc temple of that nation's golden ngc. 



AIore coml~nr;lt i~.c s t~ldies  of r i t~ l a l  poetry point ou t  certain 
sin~ilarit ies in m a n y  religions. Yes, indeed, even among the Zulus 
their King Tschetchcrvayo was greeted h y  his parading n~arriors with 
estravagant lx-aises of his prowcss. 

I-IOII c \  cr,  tf:c flible interpreter Jias the rcsponsibility of seclung 
out ~ulso the dissrmilaritics. 'The)- arc not difficult to find. They  will 
reveal basic rcligior~s differences-irrcco~lcilable differences. T h e  
cssentlal, the central clifferencc between the Scriptures and the other 
scriptures AS t h a t  the former arc divinely inspired revelation, the 
latter only liumanlv inspired. 

I t  is regrettable &;lt not :I fern Biblc interpreters reject this 
ilistillction and  difference. ?Yorse, so~l lc  even sneer at this view of 
the Scriptures as a kind of orthoclosistic naivetci., quite unaware that 
their vicw is t hc  result of scholasticism (wild speculation), ~ r h i c h  
like :I barnaclc has  att i~ched itscIf to the interpretative enterprise. 

O n  the other l~nnt l ,  we ;urc happy to find many scholars who 
c\>cn \v i tho i~ t  t'tisavo\i-i~ig thc so-callcil "a~si.l!-~d rcsults of Biblical 

' > J  i:escarchJ contend that i n  this y sa ln~  the \Vorcl of God lifts the state- 
11lents fa r  beyond the possibility of iclentifying tlie Icing sl~olten of 
here wit11 an); other king ever enthroned in  Jer~isalem. 

\Vc arc going to refrail1 from a detailed interpretation of each 
single .tr ord now even though 11 c concede that Luther is right in 
counting cvcry syllable i~i lportant .  Sufficc it to say  that ivc can scc 
in this psalm t l ~ c  sanlc structure : ~ n d  prophetic ~ n t c n t  3s we per- 
c,ci\.cd i n  thc prcvior~s Jlessianic n ~ o r r ~ ~ t a i n t o p s  I! e havc stuclictl. 

For p;~r:illels i.ilc once morc take a looli at Balaain's oracles. 
Hcrc too i t  i s  ,zeuuL or serltcncc (oracle) of a prophet, by icllonl 
the Spirit of God spc:uks. 111 this casc David, 11 ]lose 1ino.rvledge of the 
conling II(ing is clear from the revelation gil-en him by Nathail  ( 2  
San1. 7 )  and the  rcl~clation of ~ v h i c l ~  he  testifies in his ]:)st rvords 
( 2  Salil. 2 3 ) .  H o w  rich ;111d deep David's I;no\vleclge of his God and 
Savior was can  easily bc gatllered from his psallns. Hc 1~1s  a right 
to  identif!~ hilnsclf as the "sweet singer" of Israel. 

l)n\,itl was perxnittecl to hear the con~~ersa t ion  I>ct.tr;et.l~ T h c  Lord 
ant1 his I,ord. The  T.,ord Yahlvell spcaks to one 1siilo1n Ilavicl considers 
his Lord and Master.  Those who miss :tppreciating the sublime qualit)- 
of this hymn 2nd arc therefore prizzled as to what or who is mearzt 
:ire rcfcrrctl to thc! pcol~lc  who at the time of Christ were ready to 
crucify I-Iinl. 'They 1;nei.c. full  \ ~ c l l  that in this psalm I>n~:id was 

I 
sj~ealting of tht. future. Son of David. I t  is from I-]in1 that David 
I -cce i~cd  thc  revelation that Fic somc (la\. .crot~ld be exalted a t  fhc 
right I~ant i  of Gotl. 

t- 7 lilt‘ sole~lin statement Darritl hears ant1 reports is ;I tlivine 
tlec~.ec, j u s ~  as ill Psalm 2 :  "1 will declare the clccrce!" God appoints 
:lnd est-ablishes him who is Davici's Son and T,ord as His co-equal and 
vice-regent. The  right hand is the right hand of powel: ant1 authority. 
It is interesting to ~:ead what Pharnoll said to Joseph, who is not  only 
being honored but- itppointecl to his office: "Behold I havc set ~ O L I  

o \ ~ r  211 tlic I:tntl of Eg!.pt; . vou . shall l)c. o\.cr n ~ \ ?  l~ousc.  and all nl!- 



people shall order thcmselscs ils you command; only as regi~rds the 
throne will I be greater than you." Then Pharoah expands what he 
has said with "I am Pharoah, and without your consent no man shall 
lift up  hand or foot in all the land of Egypt." Truly this is an ex- 
ample of what is meant by setting someone at the right hand of the 
throne. 

In addition, we note many other evidences in  the Old and New 
Testaxllents of the meaning of sitting at the right hand of Gocl. 'The 

tlleophanies and their descriptions of the glory of God's 
thronc aborrncl in a symbolism of po~ver and glory. T o  hc srrre, the 
enthronement ceren~onies here described may be couchecl in com- 
alon contemporary terminology to comnlunicate thc heavenly ac- 
tion. But certainly nowhere in the history of the people of God do we 
conle upon on instance where the throne of the king of Judah or 
Israel was placed next to the ark of the covenant. T h e  purpose of 
the elevation to thc throne of God is to make the enemies of the 
Son of David His footstool. It is not hard for our illlagination to 
recognize the picture of the conqueror setting his foot on the necks 
of Ills cnemies. 

l'revious prophecies use the sanle idea, as docs Genesis 49 
when spealting of the future of the Prince of Judah. When Joshua 
and his men had captured the five Amoritc Icings i n  thc cave at Mak- 
kedah, Joshua summoned the chiefs of thc men of war and told them 
" 'Conlc near! Put your feet upon the necks of these kings.' Then 
they came near ancl l ~ u t  their feet on their necks" (Joshua 10). Christ 
refers again to this Psalln when challenged by the council. He  makes 
the nlajestic declaration: "Hereafter you will sce the Son of Man 
scatetl a t  the right hand of Po.tver, ancl conling on the clorrds of 
henven." I'snlm 110 is quoted by Peter who declares on the basis of 
it "to all the house of Israel that God has made Jesr~s 1;orcI and Christ.'' 
111 Acts 7 Stephen has practically the same vision as David, for he 
too sees l~oa\:en open and the Son of Man standing at  the right 
hand of God. In Romans 8 and Epllesinns 1 Paul ~lses  the same 
[ .ern as a tlescription of the fulfillment of the promises in Christ. 

Christ is nccorded ~ x o r e  t l~an  a place of llonor, such as was 
oiver~ J3atl1shet1a, \vhen she was seated at the right hand of Solomon's b 

thronc for thc purpose of honoring her as the queen mother. The  
entire context shows that in Jesus' case His being seated at the right 
hand of Gocl meant :I giving of power. His enemies fall down be- 
fore Him that sits at the right hand of God. Ensuing words tell of 
the successful ~ v a r  against the enemies. His scepter is cxtcnciecl by 
God over Zioi~, and  again it is not just the symbol of Itingship hut 
tho staff of pourer. It is not necessary to d i s t i~~guis l~  too nicely between 
sccpter and staff. Very often they were identical. The  scepter of 
sornc Pharoahs is pictured as a warclub used to smash t11c heads of 
enemies. The scepter of Judah and the staff of Judah arc the same. 
111 Balaam's prophecy thc scepter is used to smash the corners of 
fi.lonb. Finally a n d  exceedingly important, the scepter is not to de- 
part from Tudah-never. 



"Rule in the xnidst of thy foes!" is another decree conferring 
victory and rule on David's Son and heir. Numbers 24 tells that 
out  of Jacob will the ruler come, and the survivors of the city tr7ill 
be destroyecl. In  the midst of the foes surrounding the i\/Iessiah He 
ivill 11avc [{is rule. iis in a l l  the Scriptures, thew is no proniise of 
exc~nption from enmity, ativersit):, conflict, shado~vs, and fears. 
Nevertheless always thc rod and staff of the Rrller brings peace and 
polver and rule over and even among His cnemies. 

'The triumph of good over evil is not presented as the aboli- 
tion of all evil, but  rather as the subjugation of evil. The  1,orcl reigns 
among His enemies. They must be put under His feet and there 
H e  controls them. T h e  portals of hell shall not prevail against the 
King's people. One day evil -crlill be confinecl and bound as the book 
of Wevelation tells us. T h e  Iiingdom of the Lord is here seen as 
po.iverfu1 and inilitant one. 

'The third verse is most bea~itifully translatecl by 1,uther: "After 
thy victory thy people shall i.i~illir~gly sacrifice in holy sple~ldor. Thy 

> >  r chilclrcn shall bc born i n t o  thee as de~v  from the da\vn .  r hus  LLI- 
ther with his charisma strides ~v i th  couragc born of his kno~vledge 
of the Scriptures through paths ~vherc other esegetes only 21ohl)le. 
T,uther rides on thc analogy of faith when hc translates with un- 
restricted literary frecclorn and poetic feel for litcrnr!. beaut!.. IVc 
can find any number of suggestions as to horn the verse is to bc trans- 
latccl. ('In the day of thy power" can mean in the clay .tvhen th!. 
; I ~ - I I ~ ) :  01- the po~i?er of thy a rmy is sllo\\.n, t h )  j)coplc !\.ill otFer tlicm- 
selves free111 in sacred array. i n  13er:elation 19:  14 thc ;lrmy follows 
the King cioivned with many crowns, and the! ride on u~hi tc  llarscs 
clotl~ed 111 fine l i ~ l en  ~vhi te  and clean. "From the womb of tllc ri~orn- 
ins like dc\\- \,our \'outh \\-ill co~iic to you," translates tile FtS17 in  
t-he second of 'vcrsc 3 and conies close to Luther. Othcl- well- . 

111eaning exegetes want to see in this S ~ I I ~ C I ~ C C  a description of t l l ~  birth 
of the King and Lor0 described :IS born likc de11, fro171 the da.ctlil. The 
jdea is that this is a pnrallcl statenlcrlt to Psalm 2 :  '7: '"r11.i~ clay havc 
1 begotten t i~ec." The  Septuagint translates the sentence in that 
se11sc. 

It nlattcrs not whether 1i.c find thc right auxiliary verf~s to 
connect. thc concepts and words in thc I-Iebrew tcst, for .cvc must 
realizo that. the H e b r c ~ . ~ ,  especially in poetry and still more often in 
propl~etic: o~.acles may simply use a sjnglc word and concept rich 
with 1~1cani11g. IVJICII we tllinlc of r)avid's last ~vords and testanlent, 
2 San~uel 23, n7c find him saving the s;ime thing as hcrc in the psalm. 
Thcrc he strilies full chorrls; or to tlsc the picti~rc of n great artist, 
he  ~ x ~ i n t s  in single powerful strokes thc future T(ing hllessinll axld 
FIis kingdom: "A ruler-o~rcr men-just-r~iling in the feal: of God 
--as the light of the morning----the sun  rises--;I inoming-no 
cloilds-shine after rain-the earth greens." Xo one can miss the 
pict~lre of the 1;ingdom of the Son of Righteoiis~lcss n!Aen clouds 
have passetl ;\nd all is bright a n d  fresh and grren as it xvns an thc 
first (la)-, n71~cll God snicl. " l e t  there be l igl~r!" and on thc third dar,, 
nvl~cn God said. "l.et tlic cart11 be green ~virll green!" 



Hence, XTre believe the ~vords of the third x r s e  describe the 
scene after the exaltation and sitting on the right hand of pon7er, 
the rniracle the Israelite corrlcl nel.er forget, the miracle of the sun- 
rise ~ \ ~ c t :  a field glistening wit11 nlyriads of sp;~rl;ling drops of clew. 
I t  secmed t-llc tla~vn of thc ~ I C R ~  day h a d  s i ~ ~ e n  rnjr:~culo~~s birth to the 
inntimerable jel\.els that brought life to the green earth of Palestine, 
where the lacli of de.it; could mean failure of harvest. 'The Idngclom 
of the Rllessinh is like the wonder of this gift of morning, a liing- 
doll1 born to Hill1 to serve Him in holy garments, to serve Hinl 1vil1- 
ingly. The  concepts of ~nultitude, of i~eauty, of willing service, of 
the llew tin!,, of the clay of victory of the hlcssiah arc con~:cyccl by 
the Psalmist, and there is no doubt as to the glory of it all. 

Ailtl ;111 this is established ant1 secure, as David says in another 
place, bccarisc the Lord 113s s\t7orn it anti ivill not take i t  back. The 
singer hears another sentence or oracle of the Lord concerning the 
h'fessial~: "Tllou art a priest forever after thc order of R~lelchizedek." 

The  people of the King Messiah are horn to Him anti worship 
Him in holy prrnents bec;mse of what 311d who He is. Holy people 
bringing willing worship and sacrifice are not  borll of flesh and 
blood, of natural man. They are born of and by the victory of Christ, 
and the); are sanctjfiecl and purified by the great High Priest. Mel- 
chizedek was king and priest of Salem. He appears suddenly and 
blesses Abrahanl. This was never forgotten by the children of Abm- 
ham, particularly not when under David the last fortress of the erst- 
~vhi le  capital of the Jebusites, the Salem of which h~lelchizedek was 
Icing, was finally talten by force and madc the city of David. Hence- 
forth, Jerusalem is the city of the great I<ing. There outside the tit!- 
n.alls the Icing of the Jews broiight the one sacrifice by which oncc 
and for all He propitiated and paid for all the sins of all ~nankind.  
Liftetl up  anc1 crucified on a cursed executioner's cross, He ever 
since has t 1 rn . i~~  all manltincl to Him 1-0 give them the blessings of 
Flis pricsth~ kingdom. As such, in trtrth, we see Him in  all the Scrip- 
tures :is lve l l  as in this psalnl. To ignore thcsc facts ancl to deal ~vitl, 
this ps;111n bv subjecting it to an analysis m;lde up  of highly hypo- 
thetical pres~ipimsi tions which equatc the Scriptores with any other 
scl-i13turcs as to origin and coniposition, sirnply as a collection of dis- 
crete literary productions rather than a unified whole, will create 
only a series of discordant sounds rather than the melody of heaven. 

.Next, thc Psalnl continues to describe the battle of the Lord 
against I-lis enemies. Again we hear the same thundering and crash- 
illg sounds n7e hear at the end of the second psalm: thc smashing of 
liings :~nri armies, filling the valleys with the corpses of the defeated, 
indeal even slnashing the heads of rulers. T h e  evident parallels 
again are Numbers 24 and Ealaam's "smash the corners of Moab." 

One .fin:~l sccne: "He shall clrinli of the brook in the way: there- 
fore shall He lift up the head." I t  does not take much to be reniinded 
of that gre:it hero of the Hebrews who singlehanded battled and slew 
lnali)r Philistines. When the battle was over, he  was so thirsty that he 
felt he \voulcT die. "Now shall 1 die for thirst?" he asks of God. In 
answer. "God c law the hollonr place in Lehi ancl there calne water 



thereout, and when he had clrmlli his spirit came again arld he  re- 
vived." W e  cannot bclicve, as sonlc v~~oulcl have us do, that Psalm 11 0 
sin~ply refers to ii part of tllc corollation ritual, urhen the nervly 
crowned king drinks from dle Gihon broolr and is then anointed. 
Evidently, thc water here gives the great warrior strength to lift 
up  His head. W e  ~voulcl rather be faulted for seeing too much in 
this passage than to offer only n surface and a co~npletely humanized 
interpretatt'on. Even Christ, thc TVarrior ant1 Hero of our Salvation, 
was conlforteci in the Garden of Get'flsemane and received strength 
to go on to victory. 

T h e  q ~ ~ c s t i o n  is not: Is David anyarc of thc full meaning of 
n h a t  11e is saving? 'The questioll is r-nthcr this: Is not what h e  is say- 
ing his corlfession of faith? He Icnows 'cvllat God has revcalcci to Ilim. 
David has had the opportunity of listening in on the divine council 
for the est;.ihlish~nent of the I<ingdom of God, David I<non:s there is a 
Son of his who will sit eternally on tllc Tllroxle of Glory. I-Ie knows 
God will give Him complete victory over 211 His opponents. His ene- 
mies will bc His footstool, and a holy host of servants ~vi l l  bless Hir.11 
ns their Priest and King everlasting. 




