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No record in any 1iter;ltnre of tllc ~vorld gives us ns iiluch a n d  
as detailed information of the past as the Bible. Yct the  I3ible is n o t  
writtell to d a t e  ~vor ld  history. I t  is written to show LIS God's plan 
of s;tlvation for manltind. All thc events xeportecl in tllc singulal: 
record of tllc Scriptures have Christocentric impact. For the s tudent  
to .ivhonl the Scriptures have absolute authority for tloctrillc an0 life, 
cuer\- individ~iel  ;~ppcadng  on the scene has some c o n n e c t i o ~ ~  wi th  
the history of salvatiol~, with the Messianic message. For example, 
/\brallanl is portrayed as hcro of faith not for Abraham's salte only 
or his desccntiants. Ahrahnln is tlic father of all be l i e~~e r s ,  tIlc nlan 
chosen from die  illass of men to be the  founder of tlle nation of Gocl 
;tnd to l)c the ancestor of thc 3fessiah. Al~ot l ier  csrtnlple: When R/lel- 
cliizeclel;, thc king of Salem, appears unexpectedly 011 the sccrle and 
is ilitr-ocl~rcccl to us as a priest of thc Most High Gocl, w c  ~:ealizc tliat 
there \cc:rc other hclicvers 011 tllc earth I>esicles Abraham. Hc is par- 
tic~r1arIy in l ] )o r tn~~ t  bccausc of his relationship to Abrahnnl a n d  thus  
to the c o ~ i ~ i n g  Son ancl Sccci of Abraham. i\s s ~ ~ c h  Melchi7ctTeIi serves 
as n t!;jx: of thc: coming 'Priest-King. 

Cl~i ldrcn of! God were act.ivc in other 1)Iaces too-pious peo171c 
11ot of t l ~ c  famil.il of: ,211raham. One of them, probably from Edonl, 
11 as  (01, .  Hi. i s  $sen I~jghcst  praise by God Himself as ;I 111;111 stand- 
ing I;kc a monunicnt of piety in his time iitltl country. I-Ic lilay Ilnvc 
1ir.ctl at, thc til11c OF thc j~;ltriarchs. Neither wllerl he livccl no]: \vho 
i~.sotc this mastcrpiccc of the bool; of Job-it may hnvc been Solomon 
-----is of  inlportnl>cc:. Flis i~nj>ortancc is bascd not only on his personal 
stor) of sufl'cr.ilig :111d fait.11, but- especially on thc part  Ilc played in  
Cotl's plan of s;llv;ltion. 1Vc get i1n indication of his ilnportancc when 
\I.(: scc I . l . i~ l l  1inl:cd (1 ircctly ~ s l i t l ~  tlic Saviol: in James 5 : 1 1 : "Ye ]lave 
Iieatcl o f  the j)atiei~cc of Job, and have seen thc eild of the T,ord." 
I l l  one b1:cl;1111 :l:il~lcs ~ i ~ c n t i o n s  Job ant1 Cllrist.. \Tic (10 r~ot. think that 
tllc: statcl~lent about the  end of tlic Lord Inems to say that  th r  
~:caclcrs :~r i :  f':~mili:~r ~ v i t h  the c o n c l ~ ~ s i o l ~  to the story of Job; rather 
tllc suffcl-ings of Job ant1 of Christ arc  placed side 11y side. lob  is 
in gl:c;it coi~i]>nny. 

> 7 I h o u g h  one of t l ~ c  greatcst ~vorks  in Ilistorv, thc  I~ool; of Job 
1i:is I I C C I I  ; I  ~ L I ; / z ~ c :  to  man);. 1471~at is thc real meaning  of the  book 
o f  Job? I s  it pri111ai:ily a n  cx:lmplc of grc:it dral11:ltic I s  i t  ;I 

tllcodii,);. ; I  i lcfri~st! of :I God who pernlits r l ~ c  r ighteo~ls  to suffer? Mas 
it any  solution to tllc c~ucstions asked by suffercrs of all times. 
Most intci-pretcl-s will admit that thc book ends witllout: giving n 
real ;Il lmcr.  Thc 131.oblrin of soffering is mucll discussed 1)y the 
friends OF Job. but tllciu solution is too easy. They  s;~); implicitly and 
csplicitly tlmt Job  nus st bc guilty sonletvhe~:c and somehow that  God 
~ l ~ o u l d  so punish h im.  

Thc rc  arc sonic i11ter1)l.ctcr.i rvlio seen1 to hnvc the right an- 
.;ivc~- to the mystcry of tlie l)ook. Wilhelln Vischer ; ~ n d  I-Ielnlut TJrum- 
l>,irtc~-, c.2.. scc Jol) as ;I ~ v i t l ~ c s s  to Christ. In rvlint way? T,r~inl~artel. 
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calls attctltiol.1 to tllc fact tha t  the real debate is bct.iveea God L~nd 
Satan. Satan has raised the question: "13ocs Job servc God for 
i lai~ght," fo r  nothing? Satan implies that, aftcl: all, Job knows ivllat 
side his bread is butterecl on. "Takc n.tvay all that lic has," Satan 
cynically sneers, "i111d lie'll curse you to your face." So then,  this 
pious, Gocl-fearing man  is made  to suffer. 

,Is lob's life unfoltls, \vc discover tha t  h c  is not,  ;IS freq~lelltl!. 
picturecl, thc "patient Job," b u t  rnthcr the "steadfast Job." H e  is not 
a 11~1rc saint. H e  is a sinner like ;ill the rest of us. We note that llc 
tlocs not  Ict God go out  of his life, nor does 11e curse H im.  ){:ither, 
he cries his hear t  out to 1-Iim with words tha t  are so like tha t  cry of! 
the other Scrvr-lxlt of God:  "R4y God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?" 1:Ie S C C ~ ~ I S  to get 110 ;~nsrver; 11e SCCIIIS to 1)cat in  vain a t  
the portals of lieavcn 2nd finally stands before tllc very gate of deatli. 
But ,  lo and beholtl, surlx-isc of surj>riscs! Fro111 out of the  cleepcst 
allti clarliest valley of the s l~ndow of death 11.c lool<s u p  ant1 brcalis 
forth ~ v i t l ~  tlic well kl~orvn ancl g1ol:ious "I 1;~iovv tth;lt my 1:edcemcl. 
lives!" 

EIoivcvcr, we must  not. rr~sli  to the c o i t c l ~ ~ s i o ~ l  that Job is :ui 
immaculate scrvant: of God, a perfcct esalnplc to shon- that: -if we 
try Ilarcl c ~ l o u g h ,  .cvc can srlccced in 11ecoming righteous bcforc God 
in our orvn ~.ight---.at  Icast partially. Job n~ould  11c tlic first to admit 
that 11c has f ;~i lcd again and again, even as wc nnil :dl others 11:rrt 
failctl anti shalI c o n t ~ n ~ ~ c  to fail. IVhen Job sccs GotlJs glory 71c con- 
fcsscs, "I abhor ni);sclf ant1 rcpcnt: i n  dust and ashes." 

Ts t l~e rc ,  tllcn, ; I I ~ ~ I V ~ I C ' I : C  0 1 1 ~  w11o C ; I ~  311(1 clots I<CCI) God's larr. 
iirithout it single I I ~ ~ S S  ;111cl, .in addition, suffers cjuite innoco~tl!. as 
:t su1)stitntc for a11 manliind? Job says yes. And Job knolvs ~ v l l o  Flc is.  
Tt is nonc othcr than Jesus Cllrist. I-Ic is the r~~orld's Rcclccn2cr. Tllc 
p u z d c  presentccl b!; the ope11 encl, ns the dr:lma critics pu t  i t ,  of  1:llc 
job drinna is solircti, !Ies. Flow? I I ' l~en  tbc conflict 11ctn.cc1i Cocl ant1 
Satan for the soul of man is .cilon l q  Jesus Christ .  

Job i.caches the j,inanc'lc OF his faith 11111~n 11c cries "o~r t  of tlic 
c'ieptlls" (Jo11 19:  23-27):  

Oh that ni\. ivol-ds n;crc 1'i.l-itten! Oh that the). Iverct in- 
scribctl in n l~ool;! O h  tha t  with ;rn iron pen and lead tllcp werc 
grarrcn in the rock fol- cvcr! For I ]<now that 11iy I?edeemer 
lives, n ~ ~ t ' l  a t  last Hc: rvill stand upon the cnrth, nnd after my 
skin has 11een thus tlestroycd, then from my fles11 I sllall scc 
God,  whom I sllall sec on my sidc, and  ~ n v  , cvcs . sliall bcl~old.  
and not  another.  >'I\: heart  faints nrithin nit! 

For t.tv~llty-t\vo verses of c l~aptcr  19 lob cries, protests, com- 
plains bittcrlv of what  has I~cfallen hini. No one call hear h i m  without 
1tno.tving that. Ilc is as low i n  spirit as h c  has e r c r  bceli. T h i s  is his 
darkest hour.  'IIc feels that God and man are arrayed against liim. 
H c  pleads: "Have pity 011 mc ,  have pitv on  me, 0 you nly t'lricl~tls, 
for thc ]land of God has  touclled me!" 

' 

13ut srrddenly what  n surprise from Job! Tirough close to cieslxrir, 
Iic turns to n liopc that: .is to him ans~vel-. 1-lc rcsolvcs to s]~eal< 



~vorcls that  sllould nevcr be forgotten. R e ~ ~ i e n l b e r ,  h e  C ~ O C S  no t  k1101'(: 
that  in  a little while  he will again elljoy pence iuld p~osl?e~-it)r hcre 
on ear th.  Nothing could 11c farther from his n l i ~ l d .  'That is \v11!' 
he  sees only the grave and tllc mornms that .ivill fin;llly hc  his on]!. 
c o m l x ~ ~ i o n s .  

\.Ve :lsl<, \\'hy, thcil, this kind of jntrotl~tction to n:1.1;1t 11c w m t ~  
to say? Job does something which ilalaanl, Jacob, and David nlso did. 
M7e recall J3alaam's solemn preface to his 4ess innic  propllccy, also 
Jacob's, wllo sees the  future as h e  faces death, nlso David's, 1~110, as 
~ v c  SL?\\-, fornially ;111c1 officially states who Ile is anc1 ~v11at 11c is say- 
ing in his 1;lst ~v i l l  : ~ n d  testament is God's TVord. I t  i nay  11c that the 
very espectancc of' dea th  gives Job a n  insight illto thc future l~eyond 
thc grave. Sillcc Job  beIievecl that  his worcls h a d  Rlessialiic import,  
ir:e (lo slot spcct~latc  nlhcn 1i7e thinl; that Gocl gnvc hi111 this light 
ill his darlccst: hour.  

' I l lat  this light n11d hope is of great significai~cc to hill1 Ilc ex- 
jxcssesl~,y wishing ou t  loud: "Oh, that  my ivorcls wcrc \\.ritten! Oh, 
that they were illscribed ill :\ book!" These  words were certainly hcnrd 
by God; and God, 11111o hcn1.s prayers ancl \vishcs and fulfills t l l en~  
often far  1)c);ontl ~vlsrit 1'c.c hope or ~ tnders tand ,  certninl!, $L-anted this 
\i.isli. 'T'hcsc \~orcls  11.cl-e 1vi:i.tten in a hook, in T h c  Rool;, or wc should 
not Iino\.i thelil. "011, that  wit11 an iron pc'n ilnd Icacl t21cy \\;ci-c graven 
in thc  rock forever!" ijgaill, Job .is 110t thinl<ing of :l 11lcnlol.inl to 
himsc.lf. H e  does not ~ v a n t  his nanlc cngra\!e(l in n rocl;. H c  wants  
his words to I)c rccordetl intlelibly; so inil)ort;.tnt they ;1rc. / lnd  ~ v h a t  
Iial>pc~is? \ I ~ I I C ~ C V C ~  t l i ~ r c  ilrc Christian cemcterics, ~vlicrcvcr be- 
licvcrs set u p  licatlstones ancl memorials to the d c p a ~ t c d ,  we tvill 
often finci either t11c \vorcls or sili1~1v tlic 1)assagc e11g1:;11,ecl iri rock. 
Only onc passage j s  ~ l s e d  more oftel; than  Job 19: 25, and tha t  onc  
i s  Ijolilt 1 1 : 25 : "1 am thc ~:csut.rcction ant1 thc lifct." Yes indeed, 
lob's ~ v o r d s  ;1rc litcrallv car\:cil on stonc t;~l)lcts. Oftcil thc. Ictters 
c t ~ t  int-o stonc are  l i ~ i e h  wit11 metal  to l i i a ~ c  the  ~i!ol.ds more pcr- 
~ . i l ;~ l~cn t -  ;l11t1 casier to read. Manv stoncs crv out t hc  woiads of Job. 

Now, 1v11;it is this fact that Job rvnr;ts recorde(1 h,r :111 t ime? 
ilx~s[ver: "Foi: T l a~orv  that  i1iy S3cdcemcr lives!" 

[ol)'s s iml~lc  co~lfessioll has been sabjcctetl to cruel criticism 
1)y sonic! .13il)lc jnterprctcrs-r~nd martyred, 1-Iowcilcr, these words 
Ilrcsent 11o 1 . ~ ~ 1  dificult\l. 'Chc following ones clo, 13robabl~r ca~rsed 
by Job's a l~r t lp t  ;111cl ecstatic w:iv of spealting ns w c  fintl it in otller 
j ~ ~ ~ ) l d ~ c t i c .  oracles nnc3, by the way, practicecl h\: pocts great and 
s111;111, ill 0111. o'iv11 Englisli literaturc even today. Bu t  this statemcnj: 
consists of siinple I-Icbreiv \vords: "For 1, T I;no\v." In t l ~ c  saiile man-  
ncr  Christ . '~ "I Ahl"  statements call bc trn~lslnted "I, I RRI." T h i s  is 
a w r y  j~c~.sonnl statenlent. Job says, "No liiatter ~ ~ l i a t  you think,  n o  
matter \ \ i I~;l t :  has l7appcncci to ~ i l c ,  no niattcr tha t  I nln only  skin and 
I~oncs  (verse: 2 0 ) ,  I know sol.i~clhing. T knon. i t  ~v i t l i  ~ol i r ' ic t iol l . '~  T h c  
~i:ol.tl "lino~r-" i n  t11c 0 1 ~ 1  Testament ils ~ve l l  as in  the N c ~ v  takes 011 

n much grcilter sense than cogniticc knon~ledgc; i t  is nl.1 intinlatc a i ~ d  
.inner convict ion. 

TYl~rtt is Job's kno~r:lcdge ancl inner conviction? "hly Eetlcenlcr 



7 )  I '  7 lives. ].his \vorcl goel occurs rtbor~t fifty t i n ~ e s  in  the Old Testa- 
ment ,  thc  verb "I-cdccm" about as Inany tinles. 'The concept is that 
of a next  of Itin, a brother, tha t  is rcsponsiblc for lllc ~ r l l e n  I ca1111ot 
ilct in 111y o ~ v n  1)ehalf. He is the  one ivllo avenges rile ivhen I all1 
gone. Kc is the onc  who must  11uy nit: fro111 bondage. X-Ie is my sub- 
stitute. H e  helps 111e o ~ i t  of illv trouble. Jacob says: '"The angel that  
recleenled mc." Isaiah 59:  20': "And the I'ledeemer shall come to 
Zion." Job speaks of: h i s  I'ledeenier. Hc insists that 11c O n e  who 
will be on  his side against all cncmies. hlore, h e  has the conr~iction 
tha t  this 13edcemer liz~es. T h e  Retlcelncr is real, living, cs is t i~lg 
helper.  H o i i ~  strongly li.1:c.s can bc emphasi~.ccl can I)? dcduced froni 
the s u b s c q ~ ~ e n t  tnllc of his friend's concluest of deatli. 

'The f o i ~ r  Hebrew ~vorcls say too luuch for thosc who lneasrrrc the 
d in~ens ions  of faith with their c\~olution-of-re1igion yi~rdsticl;. T h a t  
Job b e l i e ~ ~ c s  he has  a Iicdceincr, c\.en in deatll, is to tlie111 inconcciv- 
a I ~ l c ,  l ic ject i l~g t l ~ c  c\!olutionistic al~l~roac21-that is, a n  c\:cr e\-olvir~g. 
never tised character of rccordcd Eiblici~l t r u t h ,  \vhicll nlrrst ncccs- 
sarily force one into tllc position of accepting noth i~ ig  ;is cternall!. 
true-this ~ v r i t c r  bclic\-cs that  i v h a ~  js said in  Job herc speaks of  thc 
Lord in n.holn Job trusts nncl that by thc  Spirit of God Jol) 112s been 
given this knorvledgc. Job's ~\ .or<ls  that mo\.c for\\.asd fro111 cleat11 and 
thc  gra17c' sho~ir that  Jolj is inspirrtl. 

\Ve need not ask thc source 0 1  tllc I~s \~c l~ologic i~ l  process 1): 
.. . 

vvhic11 this light canlc to  this suffcrcr. I t  came to 1ljn1 as t1-11tlt c.nntc 
to Jacob, or I l n v i t l ,  01- an!. of' tlic lloly Inen of Gocl that sl~i~lic! ":is the!. 
tvere movetl hy the H o l ~ :  Ghost." It  :is not ~vishful  thinking or ;I vain 
Iiopc that  Job csprcsscs, for .tvhy n:ould soincone ivant 11is slwc~rla- 
tions ~nemorir-llized and set irlto ~ n o n ~ ~ m c n t s !  Jot, believes in  God, 
though he  tlocs not  understand ~vl ia t  llapjlcns to him. Jol) llatl of't-'crcd 
Inany sacrifices f o ~  tllc forgivcncss of' sins to God atid Ite ccl.tni~ll!- 
t>clicvetl that  God forgave in mercy. job shoivs in ;111 his tall\s that 
h e  is 110 superficial drea~i lcr  or re l ig io~~s  ld~ilosopher. T h e  de j~ t l l  of: 
his theology ant1 i ~ ~ s i g h t  into God's ~ v i l l  a ~ i d  ivajls is probnbl!, g~.ci~tcc 
t h a ~ i  ~ v c . l t n o ~ v .  As ;I nlnn in n ilccl, ],it can see :1 star :1bovc l l i~ i t ,  so 
Tob sees thc  light tllnt ga.c.c hope cvcn to Tob's first parents. 

X o t  to be overlool<ed in this connection is that it I T . O I I ~ C ~  1 ~ .  ill 
keeping with thc  liistorv of oral tratlitioll if Job, iv110 livcd in  ~ ~ a t r i -  
i~rcha l  times, 1;ncn~ of the p ro l l i i s~  of God given to Ad:~m ant1 F,lf(: 
after thc  fall, or of other revelations passed on by word of n ~ o ~ t t l i .  
T h c  h ~ ~ ~ n a n  race, caught. in thc  inesorable cyclc of Iifc and c-lcath, 
cannot help loolting for something or soniconc to break t l ~ c  incsorablc 
r o u l ~ d .  Therefore .tvc filid a sort o f  ~ncssianic tcntlency i n  mythologies 
:111t'l the I-eligions of nations, :lncient ;mt1 rno t l c~ :~ .  Pcoplc were aln-ays 
I-eatly to listen to men ivho asserted of themselves that thcv wcrc 
redcemrrs. Thc prolnisc that the right n,;ln vioultl coine and right 
the uni\lc!-se found readv ears. Ti1 job's cnsc., honlc\.cl-, it i \  not merc 
.cvishfuI thinlting when he says ( 14  : I 3-1 7 )  : 



Oh that thou rvouIdest hide rlle in 
Sheol, 

that t l l o . ~ ~  woulclest conceal me 
until thy wrath be past, 

that thou \voulciest appoint me a 
set time, and renlember me! 

If n illail die, shall lie live again? 
1111 thc days of my service I ivoulcl 

Lvait, 
ti11 my rcleasc should come. 

'Thou rvouldest call, and I would 
answer thee; 

thou rvorlldcst long for  the rvorlc of 
thy hands. 

For tl-icn tho~r ~vor~ldcst  number my 
steps, 

tllou ~vouldest not Iteel-, watch over: 
rny sin; 

my transgrcssio~i woultl be sealed up 
in :I bag, 

i1nd thou woultlest cover over my 
iniquity. 

'I'his thougbt, so closc to thc reality of God's plan for man, is 
:~lso ot thc. basis of n sccoild prayer. \Vc, heal. Job say: 

O cartl.1, covcv not. m y  blood, 

. 3  

ant1 let in).: cry fintl no restirlg place. 
I1,vcn non., beholtl, ixy witness is in heaven, 

nncl hc that: vouclles for 111c is on high. 
M y  friends scorn me; nly cyc pours out tears to Gotl, 

that Hc ~voul t i  nlaintain thc right of ;i ]nail wit11 God, 
lilic: that of a man  with his neighbor. 

Franz t>clitzscl-i c:llls these two passages and t l ~ c  one wc are con- 
sidering "three pearls of ivhich the third is most precious." 13c corn- 
pares this passage to Isaiah 53  .cvhich is, naturally ,711~1 spiritually 
1 ,  1.)0t11 tllc center ancl clin~actic highl>oint of 1s;liah's 
~)l:ol,hccics. 

fob's ~i~lpi~rallclecI confession is, f.irst of all, 'his confident asser- 
tioil th;it hot11 thc rvrong done to him by his accusillg and unjust 
"frieiids" ni~d thc terrible hurts inflictect on him by his "archenemy" 
will bc:  nvcnged. That  hc  IZIIO\VS i t  is not God who p ~ ~ n i s h e s  him and 
destroys hinl "rvithout cause" is eviclent from 11is appeals to God. 
T-Ic lalows 11c 112s a real, living Redeelner. He describes the Redeemer 
as "stnnc7ing as t l ~ e  last One over the clust." T l ~ e  .ivord dust, as used 
Ilerc, cnu 11artlIy bc equated with the worlcl as a whole. It can, of 
course, I>c included, Eve11 in 17 : 16  this dust is the grave or that dust 
to rvhicll I l l a n  This idea of dust as a nletnyllor for death is the 
more lllausiblr since Job s p c a h  of the Redeemer that lives. The dying 
sinner can f)c comforted only by a living Redeemer. The word latter 
used in somo tl-ailslations Illcans fz~tzu'e, ns thc word is used in 18: 20: 



I?\'. fob  

"future generations." ~i ~noclern J civisll comnlentator, ' l 'ur Sinai, 
translates this:  "t11ey that come nftcl- him." 'Tile snnie scholar trans- 

'I  , latcs verse 25 : "I-Ie that conlcs later. r l lc  sensc is tll;\t of futurc 
O n e  1v11o n ~ i l l  s tand o\.er Job's dust  or grave. 

'T'hc next  statement sho~i ld  I u v c  never caused exegetes nrlti 
translators as iuuc11 trouble as it has.  Tf one simply aclheres to thc 
words and forgets all the rationalized l>rejudices against anv state- 
ment  speaking of the res~irrection of t11c body :IS all ;~ssuued h c t ,  h e  
can rentl: "hereafter will this bc s~~rrouizclecl ~ v i t h  my skin." Says 
31. Rlocllcr i n  Sinr~ 7 ~ 1 z r E  Aufbnzi ties 13z,~chcs Miob (page 39):  "This 
is the s i~nplcs t  and smoothest trallslatiorl of this text." T h e  word 
S I L I ~ Y ~ ~ I I . E L ~  is f0~117~1 in some translations. H c r c  thc Ilebren: svorcl I.ias 
that meaning ill several uses of the 1rer11. 'The statcmcnt, "surrouncTetT 
with tlie flcsh," afflicted unto dcath, is followed b y  a parallel sentence 
that cntpllasizes the concept. of restoration of thc flesh: "ant1 out of  
111y flesh sl131I I sce God ." 

'The 13SV :it iirst gave precedence 1-0 "~vithout" 111); flesh, I ~ u t  i n  
Iatcr editions restored it to "out of" niy flesh. T h c  F1cbre1.i; preposi- 
tion is uscd in vai-ious ways, 1)ut tlic first ~ n c ; ~ n i t ~ g  i s  the local. "Fl:oni 
ou t  of my f c sh"  means: being in  111): I~ody I shall sec God. T h e  ideas 
of rcsurt-cction and of life e~rcrl;lstincr ;Ire joined in  ;I very natural 

? 
.rvaI1. 'I'lint this is a pcrson:~) secing is strongly stressed by Job in 
continuing: "\I1honl 1, 1 shall scc for nlyself, 2nd 11iy eyes shall l ~ c -  
hold Mini, and  not ;1 stranger." ITc C O L I ~ C ~  hartlly say it  nlorc cnl- 
  ha tic ally. IIc is going to see his Rcdccn~cr  wit11 liis O I V ~  C!,CS, clad 
in  his oivn f csh, and not sonic strange]:, so that no onc 111ight mistaltc 
his fiopc of t hc  l~cdcemel- to be :I \laguc liopc t11;tt sorlleda); sonleonc 
might st;~nd a t  his gr;tvcsidc ant1 hear or sec job justilictl against tIic 
[ ~ c ~ u s i t t i o l ~  of his eneniics. 

Now, w h a t  is this seeing of God? It cannot be, as some sriggest, 
that Ilc hopes for r~ day on this siclc of tlic grave ivhc11 Job shall have 
tllc satisfaction of seeing God's hand with him. Jol) espected to tl ie. 
Just Ioolc a t  7 6 : 18-22 or 1'7 : 1 and 16.  T h e  grave is ready for him, 
this he l t no~r~s .  But. Iie does not  li1101v Gotl's nltimate plan for hi111 
11cl-c on earth.  I I c  Elas not henrcl God's contract clause to Satan:  "o111!. 
spar(> his life.!" Yol- docs Job cspcct to scc Gotl af'tcr his cle:~tli only as 
:I iliscniboclictl soul. T h a t  he  tfocs not ~nc311 this is C ' I C Y I ~  fro111 ~vl la t  
Ilc has i ~ ~ s t  saicl about his sccing his 13ccieelne~: wit11 his o11-n cycs 
ancl in his oivn b o t l ~ ~ .  Nor (lo tllc Old Tcstanlcbnt. Scsij7tut-cs ter.1~11 
a 1x1-mancint sc17;~r"ioli of bodv ilntl soul. T h e  int-ent of his wish 
that Iiis TT?OI.C~S ~Jio~ilcl  11e \vl-itte~.i d o i v ~ ~  is that  'cv11;lt IIC will see ; l l~d 
1<11orv of liis l3ectcc111er will occur nftet his dcath, not before. ,1 g ~ l ,  
rctlccw~cr, usually acts for onc that has tlictl or has heen ~ilurclercd. 

I t  111ust: be tliat hc is thinlting of the i . ts~~rrect ion of  the 1.10dy. 
'To I)c surc, Job has spol<en of thc certainty and finality of death.  W e ,  
too, Itnoiv tha t  thcrc is no re turn  to this life and esiste~lcc in tlie fallen 
\vorld. T h e  resurl-ection is a resurrection to eternal life. Job hopes to 
sec God his Redee~i~er  persollally after his body has been ririscd from 
the dead. T h i s  hope is his light, and this hope makes him long for 
the ~nomen t -  1vjt11 a burning desire, ~ v h i c l ~  job exlwesscs in the He 



bre\v Ivay of th i~~l< ing :  "MY 1;iclneys are co~lsullled in my bosom." 
Tile RSV says : "My heart fiiilts within me." The  heart does not faint 
and the 1<id11eys are not consuineci in a literal sense. TVe say my lieart 
ooes out to someone, or my licart burns wit11 love or longing. Job is 
sick of this life; he has wished lliillself dead, but not  llonr, not in 
the way that his wife s~tggcstccl to him. Job has a cfcsirc to depart 
and to be with God. He has nothing on this earth that .rvoulcl hold 
him. Hc still has  his God. The Name of thc T,orci is still to  I ~ i m  the 
best nncl greatest. This TJorcl he wants to sec wit11 longing grcater 
tlla.11 any earthly desire. 

Not the 1lo.i~ and ~ v l i y  i-l~ld where of redemption froill sill and 
clcatll arc tllc grc;~: Ex"t of Job's co~nfort, but the tk:utll of God as 
lt:cdeei~~e~:-tI~at is the comfort of believers of all times ancl ages. 
Year tllc point of deepest despair God gives Job a great light of hol~e.  
Job, .i,vl~o could not  redeenr himself or defend hiinself against nccusn- 
(ions of m a n  or God or c'levil, still Itno~vs in whom he believes. 

111 tllc f~11111ess of timc Mc came-the One who served God 
"for naugllt," who lived, suffered, ancl diecl out of pure and perfect 
love of God, making propitiation for the .rvorld's sins, for Job's sins 
n n d  for ours, Jesus Christ is the Servant of God who fulfilled the will 
of God :is our substitute and who will keep His prornisr to Job and 
1 0  LIS : '(T will raise him !" 


