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Abortion: A Moment For 
Conscientious Reflection 

One of the rl~ost embarrassing episocles for thc church in our  
ccl~tiiry was the almost near silence of  thc state related Protestant 
Church in Germany in the nlattcr of the atroci~ics conncctcd with 
t21c I-Iitler regime. \Vhether or llor the cll~lrcfi call be held accountable 
is an in\:ol~retl question. Only the i l ib r~ud ~~tiil;i.'ormcd would imnle- 
tlintelp sit i r ~  judgmcr.lt. I t  is not rcally ;~ccu.t-atc to say that the church 
s a t  011 its hands while IClitIcr sct aside basic htunan rights, i.e., the  
right to onrn l~roperty a n d  the right to livc. 'T'he Protestant Church  
in Gerlllany is nctuallv onl!. an ccclcsiastical ~td~;linistration which 
xcceiircs the support of thc go\:ctr-nnlcnt a n d  ~v l l i c l~  supcri~ises t he  
congrcg;ttions. 

The  Protestallt Cliurch ~ I I  Germany ~vould  be comparable t o  
a national system of libraries in our coi~ntry ;vilere regulnr religious 
services are conducted. Put it like this, be.longing to a church in 
Gern~any is like belonging to n librar!: in our countr5i. Since you arc 
a citizen in either case, yo11 arc entitled to use church or library. Of 
course yo11 p a y  for t~oth .  C11risrians (herc the I L R ~  snlzctu ecclesin is 
mcant) did not senc-l Jcws to the ovens ancl ncither clid t 1 . y  wish 
i t  in a n y  SCIISC. T~iioiigIl C1iristi;ins, Protestant anc1 Catholic, w e n t  
to their martyrctom with 1-he Jews because they tlcfended and asso- 
ciated with t21c111. I-Iitlcr recei~rcd thc hlessing of thc church admin- 
istration, men who wore thc robes of God bttt rvho cultivated t h e  
favor of the state. This was hardly the l,ody of Christ. In spite of the 
allcgetl deficiencies of the concept of the visible and invisible church, 
what a relief to have such a doctrine when faccd wit11 thesc tragedies. 
The church, the bocly of Christ, does not conquer (the crusades), 
does not ivatre war ( the popes of the hifiddle Ages), does no t  collect 

O, taxes (Pctcrs pence), does not vote (the Lrnited States),-the 
ch t~rch  belicves in Jesus and shonls this faith in gootf works. Eiegard- 
less of OLIL. particular ecclesiology, the church administration's be- 
havior in t-hc Hitler era is e~nbarrassing. Occasioniilly it c a n  be used 
as a good sermon illustration. It is much easier to conciemn the s ins  
of the past than to recognize our own situation and to act with as 
much honesty. 

h'Iy own conscicnce is troubled with thc question of w h a t  
should a Chrjstian, yes, a Christian pastor, do i n  this mattes of 
abortion today. Is there any parallcl bet~rrcen the .rvholesale abortion 
in our country and the near extincition of Jews in the 1 9 4 0 ' s  
in Germany? Of course, your answer could he that you are n o t  
performing any abortions and that you have adopted a 'hands-off' 
policy. That's very nice; hovve-cler, you know this is the same at t i tude 
that n ~ a n y  church people adopted in Germany when the Jel l is  were 
cluietly trucked off to the camps a t  night. And today ~ v c  condemn 
those church people. It could bc said that en~bryos who (1i7hich should 
be used if they are only things) are aborted arc sub-11urna1.1. This is 



of course thc snmc al.gument that was used for the sul~pression 2nd 
even murder of r11c 1:lncli population in our country fcr so nlany 
years and tl?c Jeivisl~ i~opulaiion in Gerniany. Rfacli~ and Jews lvcre 
sub-h~lnlan. 

Therc arc: 111any good theological rc,;lsons for considering llunlan 
embryos h u n ~ a n  beings. ' l ' i~e  tern1 un1)oxn ch.ildrcn is inorc appro- 
priate. They are children but unborn. In the hrc\v 'Test;l.mcnt, 
same Greelc ~,vorcl, I7rel)hos, is used for an un1)orn and a born child. 
'I'i7it2l the case of folin the  Baptist, he leaps for joy (I,ul<e 1 : 44)  and 
Timothy lias Icnolvn the Holy Scriptures siilcc hc was an infant (2 
Tinlothy 3 :  14).  Both leaping for joy 2nd knowing the Scriptures 
are acts of faith, at  lcast for thcsc lvritcrs of the Xcw 'Testament. 
Both of tliese pericopes have been clisqualifiecl so far  as our argu- 
ments are concerned. Elizabctli could have misinterl~reted the move- 
ment of the child in hcr iVonlb. Thcn of course she coulcl ha\-c made 
another mista1;c in calling Alriry "the mother of 111y LordJ' (1,uke 
1 :  43). If J1Ii~abetll made a mistake libout the faith of her own 
child, llolr; could she have possibly knoivn that Mary's cl.lild was 
God? If Luke 1 and  2 arc legends written to n~agnify thc birth of ;I 

mall who became great in t-he cycs of the "Christian cornnlunity," 
then why discuss anything? I'robably thc best argument: for the 
humanity of unborn infants is the incarrtatioll .itself. Fron? the 
monlcnt of incarnation, Goci is nlrc:tdy in  thc JT-omb of  Jlarv. But 
~ ~ O T V  is God there? Is He thcrc ;IS ;I spirit? I s  IIc there nttachdcl just 
to some flesh and hloocl or w h a t e ~ ~ c r ?  Is God just lcincl of living 
within h.lary's ~vonibi  Thc Holy Chiltl rvithin is  already the 
result of the incarnation. I3c is alrcatly the God-hlnn. He is fully 
God and fully Inan from the moment of His conception in X ; ~ ~ t l - c t h .  
Jesus (lid not beconle a mail in  Bethlchcnl. Hc bccil~ilc a miin at 
Nazareth. This is what the church calls t l ~ c :  annunciation. T h e  l ~ o ~ l z o  
fnctzls est, dle moment of genuflection in the mass, happcned ~vllen 
the Son of God "entered" the ~vornb of Mary, not when Hc was 
born. Thc words from the Johannine prologue, "And thc lT70rc1 was 
made flesh and d~vc l t  among us," are found rvrittcn over the church 
comnlemorating the annunciation in Nazareth. 'That is n.here tllcy 
belon p. 

There are some who counter with the argumcnt that the incar- 
nation is such a mystery tlliit i t  cannot be used for example or 
analogy, especially in the inatter of abortion. The incarnation was 
an exccptioilal case, so the argument goes. God becoming man is 
exceptional; however, Jesus mas a Inan in every sense as we are from 
the moment of His conception, cxccpt without sin. Hc \\.as not ef3en 
an csceptional fetus. If he  n7as helpless as He lay in 13etl1lcheln's 
stall, how much more helpless Me must have been in His motl~cr's 
womb. Still He was the God-i\~lan. T o  use Luke's language for those 
who favor exegetical language and fear dognlatical ternlinologj~, I-le 
was both "The fruit of (Mary's ~.c~ornb)~'  and Elizabeth's "Lord." From 
the moment of conception, Goti was a nlarl carrying the n:orl(i's sin. 

Some say that unborn children are undeveloped human l r ~ i i l g s  
and then are less than human beings. There  is something wrong 
with this kind of argument. W h a t  is a total or full  lluiilari being? Is 



there any age where we are more human than others? Is i t  24 ,  30, 
34? As we get older and feeble in mind ant1 bocty, do we become less 
than human? Do grave physical ciefects rob us of our rights to be 
identified as h o ~ ~ z o  s q i e ~ ~ s ?  IVho is the l~hilosopher, doctor, legal 
expert, sociologist, psychologist, who can really tell us with ;tuthority 
who is conlpletely human? Is there any person without some kind of 
defect? Do height, size, weight, intelligence, hearing and seeing 
abilities determine humanity? Does the 'glob' become a human being 
simply by passing through the mother's birth canal? Is that the 
'miracle' that makes a sub-human being into a full human being? 

From a 13iblical viewpoint, the child from the illonlent of his 
conception stands .coua7rz--deo, i .e , ,  he stands before God in  the condi- 
tion of judgment. He is held accountable for Aciam's sin and takes 
his place along side of his fellow hunlan beings before God's tribunal. 
But h e  also is an object of God's grace. \f7hat.evcr God in Jesus took 
to I-Iin-tself Hc also redeemed. The  embryonic period of the Son of 
God rvas not: wasted time. In all periods of His life, Jcsus was ful- 
filling the Law for us. Jesus 'redeemed us from our childhood sins 
with the same commitment as He does from sins of adulthood. 
Within the ivonlb of Marv, He bcgan the redemption of all who 
tvould go through that same period. Through no fault of their own, 
they had to bear Adam's sin and its consequences. Now through no 
effort of their own, God in Christ began their redenlption by becom- 
ing F-lii~lself an unborn child. 

c\t this point a discussion of unbaptized born 2nd unborn infants 
coiiltl ensue, but this can be left till another t in~e .  

\\;hether thc reader will be impressed by the arguinents offered 
for thc humanity of u~zborn infants is another question. Still these 
argulnents are not so irrational or illogical to make them totally mean- 
ingless and worthless. For this writer, unborn infants are human 
beings and recognized by God as having His image and also as sinful, 
but still redeemed in Jesus. For the reader, the wllole matter might 
still be an open question. 

No\v the writer wants to offer this valiant but feeble plea for 
these unborn children or enlbryos or whatever. Those who find that 
embrvos are huinan beings, abortion is only permissible but  still 
sinful when the lifc of the mother is in unavoidable danger. I t  is not 
good to take a life ~vithout just cause; but  it is better, but  not good 
to take one innocent life than two innocent lives. For those who are 
not sure what or who the embryo is, hurnan or sub-human, would i t  
not be better to avoid abortion? Is doubt a cnrte blnnche for an action 
which is irreversible and which might involve the life of a human 
being? Let's deal with a concrete example. An unmarried girl might 
learn one or two or even three months into her pregnancy that sh'e 
is going to have a child. Sonletimes i t  can be hidden longer. Her  
burden is to bear that child another half-year. A decision to abort 
deprives another human being of an entire life time. It's a 'sacrifice' 
of several months from her life versus seventy years of another human 
being. Can there be any doubt in whose favor justice's balances weigh? 

There are other arguments! There's the one that  states that a 
child with a grave defect should not come into the world. What  are 



'grave defects'? 13lindness, deafness, laclc of coorclination, very low 
or very high (!) intelligence, shortness or height, anyone who' does 
not approxiniste -cvliat our timc co~~sidcrs  averase? Will lcgislatures 
and judges deternline what is a gra1.e ciefect? If l~eople ~v i th  'grave 
defects' sho~~lc l  not come into the ~vorlcl, why s110ul.d pcople .ivith 
'grave defccts' bc permitted to stay? 

Some ;i,-g~te that 'unwanted children' should not conle into the 
rvorld. The ivortll of a huinan being is not determined by whether 
solnconc or an!;onc wants him. God wants him-that's goocl enough. 
hlany un~vantctl and unloved lxxple have gone on to greatness both 
in thc world ;tilt1 church. 

IVherever the church in Amcl-ica endorses abortion or permits 
it to go ~vithout  protest, she might be putting herself in the same 
position that tllc Protestant Church of Gerii~any put herself in the 
early 1940's. T:,ven the thought of "might be putting herself in the 
same position'' should cause a moment of great hesitancy. The 
Protestant Church of Germany is, as was said above, an ecclesiastical 
administration, an ccclesiastical arm of the state. The  state church 
has the function of blessing the state-no questions asked! In the 
L'nited States, the church does not receive her nourishment from 
the state. (Thank God for Luther's doctrine of the two kingdoms!) 
T h e  Nazis in the 1940's did their clirty 1vorIc with threats of bayonets, 
imprisonment, torture, and hideous death. No  one is forcing the 
church to hop on the abortion band wagon. She is going willingly 
and too often is tlil-ecting the lead horses. Not  to act for the neighbor 
for his benefit because of fear of personal harm is one thing; but to 
contribute deliberately and voluntarily to his harill is qr~ite another 
thing. 

What an unusual sight for churches in  the name of God to pass 
resolutions endorsing abortions. There are seine that say that the 
church should speak on social issues, but  if this is spealciiig on social 
issues than it .tr-ould be better for the church to be an acconlplice 
by her silence in thc case of Nazi Germany than to be an accomplice 
through direct and voluntary action as in the case of abortion in our 
country. There are lcvels of sin and guilt on earth. 

Finally this writer coines to the problem of his own conscience. 
Please let the reader give him at  least the credit for having thought 
through the matter for a number of years and  that he  has not been 
ignorant of argumentation from all sides. He, like many others, 
admires Dietrich Bonhoeffer for standing up to Hitler. Still this 
writer sits at his typewriter with much less courage, knowing that 
each day an undetermined nuniber of unborn children, hundreds, 
thousands, who knows, are being deprived of the right to live. They 
are totally without defense. There  are few spirited writers and orators 
coming to their aid. Even the protests of the  Catholic Church, which 
during the Irish-Italian ghetto period of our nation raised a hue and 
cry on all Itinds of issues, has been strangely quiet. I t  might be 
strange to be in league with the Catholic Church,  especially since the 
Protestant churches have always questioned the church's right to 
political recognition or power. Still any method, principled or ~lnyr in-  
cipled, must be used to stop the tragedies. .-. 



Within n few pears, Deceinber 28 will again fall on a Sunday. 
That's Holy Innocents' Day for the fiturgical churches. T h e  Epistle 
is I'levelation 1 5 : 1-5 and the Gospel is 3;Iattheiv 2 : 1 3- 18. Ministers 
can preach about that wicked King IIcrod and how he  slew the inno- 
cent children of Bethlehem. The  center theme of the sermon can he 
h o ~ v  the inrlocent suffer through no fault of their own. But can 
ministers preach against the sins of wiclccd old King Herod and forget 
about what might be happening in the local hospitals? 

For those who are concerned ailout the topic there is no reason 
why Holy Innocents' Day cannot be used for applying God's TVord 
to the matter. I t  can be a day of n:ourt~ing not for the victin~s of 
Betblehcm or Dachau, but for those in our own country. In some 
way there should be a call to action. Christian cioctors and nurses 
might state quite emphatically they will not perform an abortion or 
have anything to do with one, escept in the case mentioned above. 
Pastors and all nlenlbcrs of the.  congregations might present their 
conscientious concerns to those ~17110 are en~ployed in llospitals or who 
are ~nembers of hospital boards. I11 some cases meinbers might be 
elected to Ilospital boards who publicly oppose abortion. Where 
possible Christians might boycott doctors and hospitals who perform 
abortions or ~ v h o  make referrals to those who do. Hospital employees, 
especiaIIy nurses, might he instructed to baptize children who have 
bee11 aborted and in w h o ~ n  there is it trace of life. Tha t  is not the 
time to ask for the parents' consent. Such actions might only be 
candles in the wind, but sometimes little candles Itave started large 
fi~:es. Some d a y  wc li~ill be held accoui~table to God. In this matter 
I would rather stand guilty for having clone too much to halt it, than 
too little or nothing to stop it .  


