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An Exegetical Study of I 
Corinthians 5:7b 

P iiLll,'S USE OF THE 13111EF S'TATEMENT-I:ai gar to  ynschn 
J E L I I Z O ~ L  7.. e~z.lthZ Christos, "for, our Passo\:el: 1an111, Christ ,  has al- 

~:e:tcly been sacrificed"--in 1 Corinthians 5 : 7b elicits the  exegete's 
interest for several reasons. First, siilce this is the only appearance of 
~ I I C  1cr111 ~ ~ C I S C I ' I ~ ,  "Passover I:~mb," in  thc  Pauline corpus, one  ~vonde r s  
~ \ ; h ; ~ t  possible factors led the apostle to employ it here.' Secondly, the 
contribt~tion of this particular s ta teme~lt  to the ivl~ole of Paul 's  argu- 

I 
nlcnt in. T Corinthians 5 must  be explored. Finally, thc l7recisc con- 
nolation whicl.1 the ttlrli~s had for Paul's readers nlust l)e sought. 

' rhis brief stilcl\~ \vill endeavor to provide probablc answers to 
tliesc cjucstions and, in doing so, will aclclrcss related matters.  Our 
; I ~ > ~ N : O ; I C ~ I  lv i l l  strive to be induct i \~e (in so. fa r  as is 17ossible); to 
tllis end  we ~ v j l l  bcgin with an cxa~ l~ in :~ t ion  of thc phrase itself in 
relation to its context, then  now to a perusal of scl~olarly conl~nentary 

I 
on t l ~ c  ]~ ;~ss ;~ge ,  a n d ,  f i a l l ,  strive to cv;~luate  thc 'i~arioiis l~ossible 
~ ~ ) s i t i o ~ ~ s  i l l  \/Jew of our own stud!.. 

,- 7 I hc opening kai gar, "for," of 5 : 7b should be noted bccausc it 
lilllis \vI~at P~ILIJ is about to sav with [he contcxt ancl intertwines the 
t\\o."Thc apostlc, far from vie\\;ing 7b as :I hiatus or interruption in 
his t l~ougl i t ,  ;lppcals (via the gal., "for") for support, i .c . ,  what  is to 
I'ollo\\ j~l.o\/i(lcs rcason and substantiation for  the points h e  has made 
i n  t-11c irl~nletliate contcxt. 7'0 pnschrr (possible translation g.iven in 
I~ot l !-  of n~anuscript) ,  a l<cy e l e m e ~ ~ t  in Paul's thought hcrc,  is a 
sr11)st-anti\-(: a11t1 js \!ntiousl\: applied in the Ncjv Testament  writings. 
[is Lls;lge is tourfold : 

( 1 ) It il1;11 refcr to the seven-day Jewish feast of t hc  l'assovcr. 
( 2 )  it is occasionally used to denote i n  n narrower sc i~se  tlie 

act-ual l>assover (held on the eve of the 1 5 t h  Nisan) .  
( 3 )  11s i l l  thc Old Testanlent, the N e w  Tcstainent uses this 

~ C T I I I  for the Passover Lanlb, slain a t  mid-dav on the 1 4 t h  
Nisan in the forecourt of thc temple a t  f&rusalenl anc1 
t h ~ 1 3  caten after sundown. 

(4) 111 sonic Clllristian usage, I'aster is called llnschn (John 
2 :  13) . ' {  

Tllc conbinahon of pcrscha \ \ i th  et~ith? is 21 \,cry strong in(1ication 
t11CiTTZlis .hcrt. using the tcrni in the sensc of ( 3 ) ,  pasihii as 
c l ~ b ~ n ~ ~ l i o n  for thc l'nsso_ver Lamb. In fact ,  his usage al>lx-cZimates - - _ _  
\el-\ closcl) the Septuagint phrase to  ynscha t h ~ ~ s n t c ,  "sacrilice the 
~,asso\~er lr~nlb," in Ex. 1 2  : 2 1 and to paschn thuseis, "you will sacri- 
ficc the passover lninb," in  Dt .  16 : 2. ' An i lnportal~t  grammatical note 
in this case is the tentfencv of the substantive to express the thought 
uhiclr hrars emphasis.' A: T. Robertson notes that it is normal for  
tllc si11)stantivc to come itftcr thc subject, b u t  cites I Cor. 5 : 7 as an 



er;al~lpjc o f  tlie rcvcrsal of this order." This writer, aware that HebrejV 
puts thost: words first r.vhich it: wishes to stress, .rvonders whether tile 
"abnormal" position of to 7~nscAn, "passo\;er lamb," inight not adtl 
at1clition;ll er-nphasis. 

Ncn.~ f i~ . i ,  ''our,'' is also siguificnnt in tllat it ties I'aul to his 
rcatlcrs a n d  in  t u r n  joins them both to to l)nsclzrr, "passover lamb." 

I 0  9 ,  It also joins wit11 the hni gar., for, in intert~vining this statement \vith 
the su~:rounding context. Et~ithc,  "he has becn sacrif-iced," the aorist 
passivc of thzio, "to sacrifice," is, as we noted, the ~ ~ o r n l a l  word for 
the s;~c.rificc! of the 13assover One point of interest is tllat tllc 
oreat ~naio~:ity of thc occurances of this word, in conjunction wit], 
b 

yasck'r, "passor-cr 1;1rnb," are in the active voice (e.g. thusnte, tharseis, 
"sacrifice,'! "you ~ v i l l  sacrifice"). Here, however, Paul puts it in the 
;iorist 17assiivh. 'The writcr would like to suggest that what ruc may 1lar.c 
licre is llehrow circunllocution to avoid usc of God's name along the 
lines of the aorist passive egerthc, "he rvas rnisecl" (Matt. 28 :6, 7 ) )  
i.c., it was God the Father who sacrjficecl etutlzc, just as it was  JHc 
who rajscc.l I--Iiln (Jesus) from the dead.$ 

Chr-istc;s, cim, I believe, without extended discussion, bc re-. 
gnrtled here as carrying with it Messianic overtones. ']The Old 'Testa- 
~nen t  m.ilieu of tlic contcxt and the fact that Paul chooses it ~:atlicr 
than ICsow, "Jesus," iis in 5 : 4  ~voul(l strong!!: suggest t1i:lt it is not 
employed llerc only as a rr.olrr.en, though this di~nension is perliaps 
p r e se~~ t  to a lesser degrecr.!' 

In turning to a more thorough examination of the meaning of 
Paul's statciiicnt as  a whole, we must note that the context (the wholc 
of chapter 5') deals with n very real practical problem for Paul as 
pastola, ni~liiely, thc well-ltno.cvn presence of an incestuous rclationshil~ 
in thc cor~gregation. In  chapter 5, the apostle in vv .  1-5, quicltly 
comes to the point, expresses his clisma). that the Corintliians arc 
"puffecl up" (pq77~7.~"i"rrze7zoi) rather than "mourl~ing" (elleri..thcsatk) 
under silcll ciicumstances, and then renders his apostolic verdict that 
such a man should be handed over to Satan (u. 5).  Then, in vv. 6-8, 
hc uses language fro111 the Passover or Feast of Uilleave~led Bread 
to underscore the total incongruity of an incestuous relationship in 
;l Christian congregation. Finally, in rlv. 9-13, the apostle again 
exhorts to n abstinellce froni ilnmoral ones (2.1or1zois), urges 
that it is indeed necessary to judge those who arc inside (cso), and 
concl.udes by restating his apostolic decision-cxarate ton pol.zc!roir 
cx humiin awtsn, "cast out the wicked one from anlong you." - 

Now in this division of the chapter, we turn specifically to vv.  
6-8, and, of course, especially to the role played by verse 7."' In  
.i7erse 6 Paul begins by noting that boasting. is the most inappropriate 
response conceivable in the present state of affairs. To pinpoint the 
danger which 11c perceives i n  this attitude, he quotes \{.hat must ]lave 
been a well-known aphorism-hoti ntilzrn zumE holon to phuratnn 

6 1  zzrrrzoi, a little leaven leavens the whole l ~ i n p . ) ' ~ '  Clearly in the 
context the incestuous person=zumd, "leaven," and the congre- 

(6 gation==phurama, lun~p."  The  kc11 point here is that the readers 
status, their identity, if you wiH, is such that it stands over against 



ancl in sharp antithesis to the presence of an incestuous person and 
relationship. At this pivotal point in his exhortation :l'aul introdnces 
wit11 thc kai  gar, "for," the tho~ight wI1icI1 serves to underline both 
the iiiapl~ropriatencss of thc presence of the ~2.~71~2, "lcavcn," alld the 
l~eopIc"sun.ique status-to pnsc:ha ~ E I I . L ~ J Z  etut7zZ Ch~istos, "Christ, 
our Paschal Iamb, has alreacl! been sacrificed." This is followed 
quicltly in verse 8 by the exhortation to celebrate the feast, not: with 
the 010 leaven, but &ith the unleavened loaves of sincerity and truth. 

Returning to our opening queries, we now wish to explore for 
those l,ossil)le factors which may have reconlmended to the apostle 
the employ lnent of 5 : 7 b in exhortation on this p~.actical, but also 
theological, problem. The language of leaven, dough, the Passover 
l',arnb, and  the verb heortaz6men, "celebrate," in 11. 8 a  surely suggest 
t l~at  l'aul is here drawjng his language from the feast of the Passover 
or Unleavenetl It3read.l' This general conclusion is supported by the 
~najol-it): of commentators.':' Morc specifically, then, we \\?ant to 
cxploret l~e nature of this feast and its constituent elements so as to 
clisccl-n its pi-escnt applicability. 

'T'he extensive study by 1. 13. Scgal on 'l'he Hehrc!~v Z'ass~ver 
contains n discussion of the l>assover its it was celebrateti throughout 
Isr:~elitc history.'.' The  section which treats the Passover's celebration 
it) the first. century-that practice undoul~tedly l<no~vn to Paul's 
readers-reflects manv practices (sometimes identical with thc: most 
allciel~t practices) ~vhich are most significant. First, there can bc no 
do~111t that the role of ~~nleavened bread in  the feast was cruci;ll to 
its pl- ope^: csecution. \I7e rcad : 

The (2istinctive feature of the Passover week, was, lmwever, the 
feature fronl which it received its name-the unleavened hread. 
Tlic rlnmc tends to stress a positive rather than-as 1voult1 be in 
fact: more correct-a negiitive aspect of the festival. Thc docu- 
nlents are agreed in tleclaring that 'seven days shall ve eat 
~lnleavened bread.' But it is not the order to eat massoth 'whose 
illfringement carries t l ~ c  estrellle penalty of escomn~unication; it 
is t l ~ c  prohibition against leaven. And so firm and definite is the 
rrllc against fcrn~enting matter that it applies not only to all 
Tsl-aelites, hut also to gerint, whether circumcised or not.'" 

Beyontl this, i t  is obvious from a review of Straclc-Billerbecl~ 
that Ihbbinic  Judaism certainly did not relent to any extent in these 
recjuircnlents. 'Though the perplexing problem of the datc of some 
of the materials remains with ns, presumably many of them reflect 
practice from as early as the Tannaitic period. As an interesting 
example of the strong strictures 1vhicl1 remained ill force ilgainst 
1ea\.cn, \ire cite: 

Pes. 3 : 1 Folgendes wird an Passah beseitigt: Babylonischer Brei 
(bcstehentl aus Molke, Salz u. verschinimelten~ Brot (Pes. 42a), 
R1ledische Met (iveil Gerstenwasser clazu gebrauch wurde (Pes. 
42b), Edomitischer Essig (weil mit Gerste angestellt (Pes. 
42b), r2g)~ptisches Bier (rrreil aus Gerse (Weizen), Saflor u. 
Salz hereitet (Pes. 42h),  die Rruhe der Farber . . . Dies ist 



llcgel: i\llcs was elnc Gctreitleart ist, wird an1 Passah beseitigt 
(sotvc~t es  nit \I asser in Bcruhung gel<ommen LI .  dadurch der 
sauerung nusgesct~t  ist. Siehe, diese sind in der T7cr1varnung 
(Vcrbot) rnitenthalten . . . 

These must be re~novctl a t  Passover: Babylonian beer, Median 
beer, I:do~nitc iinegar, ant1 Egyptian barley-lleer; also d! ers' 
~ I L I I ~ ,  cooli's starch-flour, ancl writer's paste . . . 'This is tlie 
general rule: .i.r,liatsover 1s made from any kind of grain niust 
be renloved at Passo\~cr. Tliese arc jncluded i11 the prohi- 
bition . . . ) ' I  b 

In adtlition to this, there are specific prohibitioils against an). 
contact of the pascllal lamb with leaven.'; 7'hirdly, the ltey position 
of the slaying of thc lamb ill the whole festival is also importa~lt to 
~ lo te  in  v ie~v of l'aul's ctl.tth2 (sacriiicecl). 'The fact that the lamb 
had bee11 slain m c a ~ l t :  ( 1 )  'Thc Passover was in full effect. ( 2 )  No 
uncleanness dare interrupt the alrcacly inaugurated ~ v o r s h i p . ' ~  'Fhe 
significance of this point for 1'aul's argument is cruciaI-when the 
lamb has heen c~tz~tl7.2 (sacrificed), then a new order, a new statc 
of affairs exists, \.ilhich dare not be contravcnetl. 

Finall\f, the fact that  thc Passover fount1 its original Si tz  Z I T I .  
Lebcir in tlie 1 x o d i 1 ~  tr;lclitio~i inserts n ~ c r ! ~  real "ch:ioge of ;11lc- 
giance" motif into all s~~hsecjuent  cele1)ations. This point j s  cspressed 

Davit "lc: 
A section of thc l'asso\:cr eve liturgy opens: 'Originall!; our 
fathers were servants of strange service' . . . ~vliich means, idol- 
aters, ~vorshippers of false worship-'but now God hat11 dr:\.tvn 
us close to his service (sla\~ery)'-his true worship. The con- 
text shows that the  change of allegiance here inclucles the 
~ v l ~ o l c  process . . . 'That, paradoxically, this change of Inaster 
follows from a rescuc into libcrty is already an elenlent in the 
original scheme: a captive brought back becomes his ransomer's 
l)ondsman, the Israelites pass under God's rule because it is he 
who frees them fro111 the Egyptians.'!' 
r 7 I hcse various enlphases converge to demonstrate the approlxi- 

atcness of Paul's statement in 7b. It both gives the theological basis 
for, and strengthens the  nature of, his exhortation concerning the 
case of incest. O n  a theological_ level, Paul's .. introduction of the 
Passover Lamb ties - his - exhortation to Gods g~iox-action, _i.e.,-_he 
I ~ l t l s  the indicative of -God's grace next td the _imps_r.;Itive of obed- 
i e n m e - t T f o - ' C e  in<e~arable:2~o--F~~rthermore, by e m p 1 6 f i n  t L e  ----.----- 
aorist tense, Paul reinforces the total inappropriatencss of the pres- 
ence of- the  "old leaven" (disobecTience)." I t  is also safe to assume - 
t f f 8 t - ~ K - % ~ d i e n c e  would have understood these implications. 
Jeremias talces this position and goes on to assert that  the  widespread 
emplovment of this imagery may rvell indicate an origin in the lifc 
of Jesus. H e  writes: 

The casual way in which Paul savs: To pascha hi.lir6il etathz 
Christos, I C. 5 : 7,  suggests that 'this comparison mas already 
familiar to the Corinthian church. It is indecd common in the 



:X, 1'. (1 l't. 1 : 19; John 1 :29 ,  36 . . .) axid prob;lbly goes back 
tc; Iesus Hi~nself, for sincc sonznj'hainzcr [ hody//hlood] =clnl'/bsr' 
are, like cl~clr.z~711zesthni 1 to distribute 1 ,  sacrif-icjal tcrrlls, one 
ma!. cot~clu(Ic that in thb saying at the ILortl's S L I ~ ~ ~ I -  (li. 
14 : 22-24 and, par.) Jesus cvas co~nparing I-Iimself with the 
pa~ki;11 lamb, ant1 calling His c'leath a sacrifice. '17l.lis comparison 
is the core of n rich Passover typology in the prim itivc c h ~ ~ r c l l . ~ '  

On the practical le\lel, 5 : 7b nroultl scream out, as it were: "Out 
\vith thc old leai~en!"':' It i s  also important to note, however, that P;~ul 
docs .not: use the I'nssover in ;in allegoricnl way.2" I'\ather, Paul. sees 

-. - 
w h c  antit\#pc, of which the Old 'Testament passover lamb w:is 

2. ., .. '.- . : a > c .  111 C O I I J I I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~  \\lit11 this cl~lplogmen t of the l'assover motif, 
So111c I I ~ V C  pointctl to ~.>ossihlc cultic ~locabularv in  1' <:or. 5:6-8. 
Wcncc \Vindisll: 

Thc h)lk,wing phrases mil! t)c singled out as Fonnulac of 
p1-icstly and  c i ~ l t ~ c  admonition : clckathar-ntc? ten . . . z~,~rlzclr . . ., 
kiri g n r  to, pisc l~n  e t~ t th?  . . . Iliistc J~clortrzziirne~z 11.1p C ~ L  Z Z I T I ~ L '  . . . 
011 ' ~ ~ 7 1  ~ l ~ 2 1 . 7 1 1  (;is.:; 

I Also ~~otc;:ir.ol-tll>. is the fact that the sanie ;.1~1tll0~ views this pcricope 
I r as :I cl.assic cxamplc of how cultic concepts can be translated into 

ctl~ical exhortation."' From this writer's perspective, the presence of 
S L I C ~  c~lltic i!oc;ibtila~:y n~oulcl be quite natural in view of Paul's use 
of ;I I'asso\:c'~- t\/polog!;. 

belie\!e our i~i\~estig;ition of the text and scholarly coml.l~entary 
on it :  I ~ a s  provitled supl~ort for the follo\ving conclusions concerning 
I.'ai~I's use of tlic statement kcri gar to ynschtr hL'nzij7~ ctz,ithc Christos, 
"fol  o ~ i r  I'assovcr li11111>, Christ, has a1rt:adv been sacrificed": 

( 1 ) l'i1~11 11cl-e poirlts t o  thc indicative of God's action (the 
-1u~nb has been slain) as reason for obedience, i.c., hc 
grounds J~is ctliical exhortation in God's prior action for 
the Corinthians. Th i s  interpretation is consonant with n 
\.icw ~vhich would summarize thc l'auline cthic in the 
phrase "bccome what you are!" The fact that the lamb has 
I~ecn slain transports Paul's r?Zlers into n -1%~ state of 
affairs, into a new identitv; they are now celebrants in 
thc fe5tival; therefore they should conduct themsel\~cs with 
:in cyc to their status. 

( 2 )  13y l i n l t i ~ ~ g  this statement to the "old leaven-lump" imagery, 
Paul certainly unclerscores the urgency of having the 
offending incestuous party dealt m~ith and removed. In a 
word, the apostle brings out and rightIy stresses the 
obedience dimension of the Passover state of affairs. 

( 3 )  4 s  far as authenticity goes, we have seen that though this 
,is the only occurence of paschu in the Pauline corpus, 
there is no need to posit an insertion by a later redactor. 
Rather, Paul is using material which had wide distribu- 



tion ill  thc primitive ch1irc2.1 and which was hen\:ily 
frcjghte(1 with theologicnI meaning that most would readily 
understand. 

Though. thc brevity of this study prevents further pn)bing,, we have 
s o u g l ~ t  to indicate a t  least the outline of the si(~nifica11ce of vcrsc 7b '? 
f o ~ :  the tlevclopmcnt of Paul's exhortation in  I Corinthians 5. 
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